
2632 








THE 

DISPATCHES AND LETTERS 

OF 

VICE ADMIRAL 

LORD VISCOUNT NELSON 

WITH NOTES 15Y 

mi NTCTTOLAS HARRIS NICOLAS, (LC.M.G. 

'PIk' NHtioii I'xiiPctC'l. :in<I was outltl<-l (o oxuocM. that %\hilo t’itios \\oil witli oa'‘'h ofluM- 
ill Statius ill niaihlu aiul hrii-si,) tho iiu'uior.v <'l‘ oui* Nki.sox, a l.iti iaiw M.nm- 

hu'iit WniitA he I'l'oftoil, wliioli shiMiIil nvoni his ilwl> liir tin.' iiiiiiiurtal hoiiour of hi ; uuii 
Cuiuiti;,. ami the ailiiiiratiiHi ul'tlu* ivst i-T tho AVorld.” — lirAmERLV Ke\ irw. 

THE SK(;OXI) VOLEME 
l7!)o ru lEE . 

LOIS DO IS : 

HENRY (M) L R V R IS, P U R L I II E 11, 

(iHKAT iMAHUionoiIGII STRKKT. 


Mi'CCCXLV- 



V 


; Ac®. NoTf j 

; No, 

^ . 



':->t. Cf^nl ; 

1 


( 1 


: 1:^%. : 
1 xlii - j 


; st’.o 

[ Ch^mkAA j 

G^<x ■ 



PR EFACE. 


Tins A"oluin(3 contains the DisrATciiES and Letters of 
Nelson from tlie beginniim of the year 1795 to the end 
of tlie year 1797. They relate prinri})ally to Admiral 
llotham’s Actions with the Trench Tleet on the IStli 
and Idth of Alarcli, and 13th of July 1795: to his 
proceedings when in command of a small S(piadron on 
the ('oast of fhaioa, acting in ('o-opcnTitioii witli the 
Austrian (hmeral d(‘ \dns ; to the Blockade of Lt^gliorn ; 
to the Capture of Porto Terra jo in July, and of the 
Island of Capraja in Septemhev 1799; to (lie Evaoiia- 
tioii of (Jorsica ; to tlie Action with, and Capture of, a 
Spanish Frigntr in Decemlxu* of that year; to thr Battle 
of St. A’inci'iit in Fcln’uary, the homhardment of Cadiz, 
and eiigagtauent with the Spanish Gun-hoals, and to the 
unsiiccessrul attack on Santa Cniz in Tenerilh', iii July 
1797, Avhere he losi his right arm. Some of the events 
descrilied in thesi* Potters on* among the most hrilliant 
and interesting of Ids Life 
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During this period NeLxSON was promoted to the rank 
of (k)MMODOKE of the Second, tlien of the First Class, 
and afterwards to that of Hear- Admiral, was made a 
IvNlGTiT OF TJIE Batii, and obtained a rension for liis 
wounds and siirvices. lie returned to England for the 
recovery of his liealth in Septemher 1797, and remained 
on sliore until jMarch following, when In^ hoisted Iiis 
Flag in the Vanguard, and commenced a new career of 
glojy, ))y liis unparalleled Achievement at the Xile, in 
August 1798, the j)articulars of which will l)e Ibund in 
his Correspondence in the next VolunuL 

Although it is by no means wishcAl that tlni ISotes to 
this work should he. of a controvm'sial nature, it has 
nevertheless been thought exp(‘di(Mit to shew that tin* 
statement in James's ‘‘Naval History ot* Great Britain,” 
resp(‘ctiiig the procecnlings of the ‘^Vganu'mnon,”Ni:LSON’’s 
Ship, in Admiral .Hotham’s Action on th(‘ J»lth and 14th 
of March 1795, is both imperfect and unjust; and that 
his implied dtaogat ion Irom tin*, merit of Nr.lnSON’s ox])Ioiis 
at the Battle, ot* St. Vincent, is altogetlnu’ untoiinded. 

It will 1)e seen that nunnTous Letters in tins A'otume 
weni adcln'>sed to Admiral Sir John J(‘rvis, K.B., (al'ter- 
wards Earl ot* St. Vincent,) then ('ommander-in-Chi(‘f in 
the M(Mlit(‘rra]ieaii. and that tie*, only authority t*or most 
of them is (larke and M‘Arthiir’s Life of Nelson.” 

The iiK’orroet manner in which those AVriters have 
print(M| Jocunaaits, im[)os(*d upon the Editor tin! duty of 
using (‘vei v means in his power to inspect the originals; 
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and lie feels it due to the rnidic and to himself to prove 
that he did not neglect it, in a case \vhere, from the 
number and impurtance of the Letters, it was, perhaps, 
more necessary than in any other. 

After making application to various members of the 
late Earl of St. Vincent\s family, in rejily to Avhich he was 
assured that the Pajiers were not in their jiossession, he 
learned that they belonged to the Countess of St. Vincent’s 
nephew, Vice-Admiral Sir William Parker, Bart. G.C.B,, 
and tliat they were in the hands of Jedediah Stephens 
Tucker, Esq., the author oi‘ ‘‘ Memoirs of Admiral the 
Earl of St. Vincent.” As Sir William Parker was abroad, 
the Editor wrote to i\Ir. Jedediah Tucker, stating his 
wishes, and pointing out the importance of enabling him 
to verify tlic Letters given in Clarke and McArthur’s 
work, in justice alike to the Earl of St. Vincent, to Lord 
Nelson, and to the Public. Mr. Jedediah Tucker’s reply, 
in OctolxT last, stated that he was unabh^ to inform him 
ol* the addri'ss of any relative of Lord St. Vincent, who 
may have letters from Jx)rd Nelson, except Sir William 
Parker, c‘ neither can ^Ir. Tucker idace the Letters he 
ccmay possess from Lord Nelson in Sir Harris Nicholas’s 
hands, for Mr. Tucker does not think it advisable that 
cc Sir Harris Nicholas should publish them. Attention 
‘c is given to the state in which the Letter from Lord 
“ St. Vincent api)ear, and should it be thought expo- 
se dient to take any steps, the proper ones will be re- 
“ sorted to.’’ 
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PREFACE. 


From the Writer of a Note in which little was intelli- 
gible except discourtesy, it was obvious that nothing 
useful could be expected. 

On the return to England of Vice-Admiral Sir William 
Parker, the Editor lost no time in writing to him ; and 
though he did not succeed in obtaining access to the 
Papers, he received a courteous ansAvei’, the purport of 
which Avas, that thougli the Earl of St. Vincent had 
bequeathed to Sir William Parker Lord Nelsoifs Cor- 
respondence, yet, from particular circumstances, those 
Letters had never been actually in his ])ossession, that 
they Avere then in a distant part of the country, that it 
Avas absolutely necessary that he himsell’ shovilcl peruse 
them before they could be puldished, and that, Avhenever 
it might be in liis poAver, he Avoiild gladly alford any assist- 
ance to the Editor, as no individual existed A\dio could 
be more anxious to promote any aiitlunitic Avork Avhich 
AVoiild enhance tlie reputatioji of those ))riglit examples 
of the Naval Prolession. This reply precluded all hope 
of acconqdishing the Editor’s object, at least until a 
remote and ijidefinite period, and compelled him, though 
Avith indescribable reluctance, to print many Letters of 
the greatest importance to the fame of tAvo of England’s 
most cel(‘bi*ated Admirals, Avi’itten at the most eventful 
period of their servicers, exactly as he found them, Avell 
knoAving as he, and the possessor of the originals do, tluit 
the copii's to Avhich he is obliged to trust, ai’e interpo- 
lated, and inipdrfeci. 
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In consccjuencc of there being a few Letters in Clarke 
and McArthur's work, from Nelson to tlie late Earl 
Spencer, while First Lord of the Admiralty, the Editor 
requested the present Earl to permit hijii to see the 
originals; but his Lordship informed him that he has no 
Letters from Lord Nelson which could be of any use to 
him, or he would willingly allow him to see them. 

In the c‘ Advertisement” to the Second Edition of the 
First Volume, the Editor expressed his obligations to 
many persons for contributions sinci; its puldication ; and 
to that List, and to the List in the Preface, he now adds, 
witli very great satisfaction, the name of Earl Nelson, 
whose interest in the fame of the Great Founder of his 
] fonours is alike earnest and becoming. The Editor also 
begs leave to thank Rear-Admiral Samuel Hood Ingle- 
lield, C.P)., for some valuable Letters. 

Tlie rapid sale of the First Volume of this Work 
having made it necessary to reprint it, advantage Avas 
taken of the circumstance to insert in the new Edition 
such Letters as had been sent to the Editor since its 
appearance; but, in justice to the purchasers of the First 
Edition, all those Letters have been reprinted, and are 
inserted, with the “ Advertisement” to the new Edition, 
at the end of this Volume. It may be proper to add that 
the large impression Avhich has been struck of the pre- 
sent, and Avill be taken of the sub‘^equent Volumes, renders 
a neAV Edition of them improbable. 

Torr'myton SquarCf 

14f/i February, 1845. 
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OF IIIK 

LIJ^E OF NELSON, 

I'liOM 1705 TO 1707. 


\v. \ n. .\ioN 1 it. 

FAC 1*.. 

170.1. 

In ronnnaiM.l ol‘ the Ai^dtHi'innon. 

fLmnarv I7tli 

With the* Fleet uiider Admiral llotliam at 

(■ 

I'cUruary 7tli ) 

St. Fioren/o in CorNiea. 

— FOiruarv “24th \ 

, ....(h'uLinjr ^vith the Fleet. 

u. 

iMan-li ()th ) 

■ the Fleet at Lei^’herii 

Man-li ()th 

Sidled in Fursuit ofthc French h'leet. 

Fri'seiit ill Admiral llotham's Action Avith the 

-- — l.-Uli ( 

Frem li FU‘et, and distinjLiui^hed hiniself on 

14th J 

— - ■ ‘M vf \ 

the I-lth in c-ngai^ing- the i^a Ira. 

to 

— — 2.)th ) 

:’>()tli ) 

- Vt Fort E.^jieeia. 

1 

to 

— Ai»vil l()th ) 

> ... At St. Fioren/A*. 

1 

• 4th 

....Ordel'c' ito Ilidst a Oli^TlMUlblllNCJ Flmiant. 

- 2.") til 

- 2Sth j 

( )1V l‘ap«.’ Cor^^e. 

1 

to 

^ ... At Le!>'hui’ii, 

— May otli J 

— — 22ii(l ; 

1 

1 

1 

— JiiiH? 22ii«l J 

^ ... W itli the Fleet olV Minorca. 

-- l:^t 

Appointed Colonel of ^larincs. 
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YEVR. MONTH. TACTS. 


1705, continued 

Ill coininaiid of the Ac^ninennion^ wearing ii 

1) isti i igiiisl li 11 g I’e 11 dan t. 

— July 1st 

^Vt Fiorenzo. 

— — 8th 

Otf Cape Corse. 

— — 13th 

Present in Admiral llotham’s second ^Vetion 

with the Frencli Fleet. 

— — 15th 

Sent with a small S«iiiadroii to co-operate with 

the Austrian ( Jencral, Do Vins, against the 
Enemy, on the Coast of Genoa. 

— 18th 

Ov>inl 

.\t Genoa. 

) 

— — '24th 

> ...Off \biclo Hay 

— — 27th 

At Leghorn. 

— — i>0th 

— August ‘Jiid 

In the Gulf of Genoa. 

to 

— 23r<l 

> ...In Vado Ba\'. 

— — nth 

....Appointed a Commodore, with a Captain 
under him. 

— — 2<>th 

....Captured a Freneh Corvettt'. sonu' (J un-boats, 
and their Convoy at iVlasijie. 

— — liotli 

....Sent his Iloats to cut out a Shii> at Oneglia ; 
meeting three 'i'urkish vessels on their way 
they Itoardeil them, lait were defeated with 
great loss. 

— — doth 

— September 1st ■] 

. ...Tn Vado I bay. 

1 

to 

— 15tll ) 

^ ...In V.ido J3ay or its vieiidty. 

~ — 17th .. 

— — 24th ') 

....At Genoa. 

1 

to ! 

^ ...At Leiihovu. 

— ( letolnT 5th 

In A'^ado IJav. 

~ — 27 th 

— November bth 'i 

....OffAlarsoilh's. 

1 

t,. 

— — 12th J 

— — ISth ■] 

s ...In Vado Bay- 

1 

to 

- - - 27th 1 

— ilf.’oonilv r 8th “j 

r ...At Genoa. 

1 

to . 

1796. January btli j 

■ . .. At Leghorn. 

— — 2()th 

A t .St Fionmr.o. 

— — 2/th 

....In tile (iulf of Genoa. 

— February 12th 

. ... At Leghorn 
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YEAR. MOXTFI. FACTS. 


1790, continued 

.... Ill command of the A^amcmiion^ wearing a 


Broad Pendant. 

— Febmary 17tb .. 

— Oft' the Ilieres Islands. 

— ]\[:irch 2)1(1 

1 

to ' 

^ ... At Genoa. 

— — 4t]i ^ 

— — lOtii 

__ nth 

1 

1 ...At Lpgliorn. 

— — lOtli 

At Sen. 

— — 18th 

— April 0th 

Oft* the Ilieres Ishind.s. 

) 

to 

V... Oft’ Genoa. 

— — 2-4th 

— — ‘25th 

1 

Attacked and brought out some Vessels at 


Loano. 

— ^May 1st 

At Genoa. 

— — 4th 

Off C'ai»‘ Noli. 

•— — «th 

Took two Vessels from under the batteries 


of Pietra. 

— — Ifith 

At L<*irhorn. 

— — Olst 

Attacked and C’apturod a Ketch, Gun-boats, 


and Transports, at Torre dell’ Arena. 

— Juno 2)1(1 

- — 4th 

Oft* Nice. 

1 

to 

> ...St. Fiorenzo. 

— — 10th 

) 

— nth 

Shifted his Broad Pendant from the Agameni- 


non to the Captain. 

— — i.-Uh 

At Sea. 

— — 22iiil 

> ...At Genoa. 

— — 2.‘Jrd 

f 

— — 24th 

At Sea. 

— — 2«th 

At Legdioni, which Port he was employed in 


blockading. 

— July 1st 

1 

to 

> ...At St. Fioienzo. 

— - 5 th 

— — 0th 

) 

At Sea. 

— — 10th 

— -- 10th 

Took l*orto Ferrajo in Elba. 

) 

to 

Poi'to FeiTaio 

— — nth 

) 

- - — 15th 

) 

t(. 

V.. OlVLegh. .‘ii. 

— ™ 20th 

— — 21st 

j 

Priiceeded to Genv)a. 
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YF.AH. MONTH. FACT>s. 

1796, continuod In command of the Captain^ wearing a Broad 

Pendant. 

— July 28tb -j 

to V ...At Loghori). 

— August loth J 

— — 17th At Ba.stia. 

— — -iOtli ^ 

to > At Leghorn. 

— — ‘27th j 

— .Se|»toinl)er drd In Leghorn Bo:nls. 

— — lOtli At Genoa. 

— — 1 l(h Fired at l»y the hatteries of G(*ni»a. 

— I4th U Ba>tia. 

— — ISth Took the Island <»r C'apraja. 

— 20th On his I'assnge to LeghoiMi, met n S|)ani-^h 

Frigate ; but did not tletain her, h»-ing 
do\ibtful whetlu-r War was «leelared with 
Spain. 

— — odtli Otf I’orto Ferrnjo. 

— 2dtii In Leghorn lioad>. 

dOtli ^ At or near Ba.-'tia, I'eing f'lnploved iuflielha- 
( euatioo of (.’<trsi» a. 

— October lOtll J 

— — 21st At I'orto F« rraio. 

— Xorenihcr 1st At (Jeiioa, to deniaij<l -ati^t'ai tion for sarions 

nggroS‘ ions. 

— — Oinl Sailed with tin* Fleet iVoiii iMoilella Lay, in 

(‘orsiea, for Gihrallar. 

— ™ 4th At Si-a. 

— 11th OtV Minorca. 

DMcniln Ft i At (iihraltar. ninl '-hifteil hi. Broad Ptaidant 
10th j from the daptuin to Ae J/Z/zw /'c Frigate, 

— Jdtli Saih'd in fji witli the /i/(nn'lu\ 


for Porto Ferrajo, to Ining away tin* Faigli^h 
droops and Stores, hut the 'Troop, did n«»t 
embark. 

— — 19th (’aptured Im Sdlnua^ SpaniJi I'ri^.-ate, <.fV 

Cartliagena. 

— -- - 20th. Fought the Santo Spatii.^-li TVigate. 

— — 2.*Jrd Off the South Knd of Sardinia, rapture,! a 

Frj'oeh Privateer. 

— — 2<)ti; I 

F> ; . ..At I'orb- Ferrajo. 

1797- 'January 29th ) 

— Fehruary 9tlj Arrived at Gihraltar. 

— — llth Sailed from Gihr.il tar. 
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\K.\Tl. MONTtf. VACTS. 

1797, coulhmv.d In command cf the Ciiptab)^ wearing a Broad 

Peinlaiit. 

— February Joined Admiral Sir John Jervis’s Fleet, off 

Cape St. Vincent, and Kehoisted his Broad 
Pendant in the Captain. 

— — 14th Battlk or Capk St. Vincext, after which 

he shifted his Broad Pendant to the Irrc- 
shtihle. 

— — 1.7th A 

to > ...With the Fleet in Lagos Bay. 

— — -Jdr*! J 

2()t]i Appointed a BeaU'Aj)miral of the Blue. 

— — Anchored with the Flei't in the Tagus. 

— iMareli ind Sent with a small Squadron to cruise olf Cadiz, 

to interec])t tlie Vuau’oy of .Mexico. 

— — IGth Off liUgos Bay. 

— — 17th Appointed a Knight OF THE Bath. 

— — -i-Jnd A 

h. V... Off Cadiz. 

— April 11th j 

— — 12th Proeee<led to Porto Ferra jo to bring down the 

Troops left there. 

— — *2 1st Off the South End of Corsica, fell in with the 

Convoy having the Tr<»ops from Porto Fer- 
raji* oil l)oard, 

— — :10th Off Cajie <le Oatte. 

— .May Isl Off Cape Pallas. 

— 20tli At (Jibraltar. 

— — 24th liejoined the Admiral, Sir ,Iohn Jervis, off 

Cadiz. Hoisted his Flag in the T/u'seufi, 
ami e<unmanded the Inshore Squadron otV 
Ca<liz. 

— July :lrd Bombarded Cadiz, ami was desperately en- 

gaged in his Barge with a Spanish (iiiii- 
hoat. 

— — .nth Again bombarded Cadiz. 

— — l.;th IToeeedcd with a Sijuadron to attack Santa 

Cruz, ill TemvitVe. 

— 24th Attacked Santa Cruz ; .'Overcly wounded, and 

sutfcivd amputation of his right arm. The 
attack failcii. 

— August Ihth Bejoined Admiral the Karl of St. Vincent 

C:hli'/ 

— 20th .........Struck hi-- Flag in the 77n’.se//.v ; hoisted it in 

the Scab >rsr. and proiH'odcd to Knglaiid. 

— September 1st Arrived at Spithead; struck his Hag, and 

]>rocoed nl to Bath. 



xxviii 


ANALYSIS. 


YEAR. MONTH. FVCTS. 

1797, conUnurd 

— Scptomber 1st ■) 

to y ...At .Hath. 

About lt7th ) 

— — IStb In London. 

— — 27th Invested with the En.signs of the Order of 

the Bath. 

— December 17lh lYent to Chatham to inspect the 

74, the Ship appointed to receive his Fluf.*-. 

— — 19th Attended the Ceremony of the Kint'-’s ri'tiirn- 

ini^ thanks at St. Paul’s for the Naval A’ie- 
tories. 


ILLUSTPvATIONS TO VOL. II. 

Fac-simile of Xelsoii’s Autograph, in August 1797, soon after he lo'^t 

his arm 'J’o faei* tin; Title 

Fac-simile of Nelson’s Autograph, in July 1797, immediately bofon* 

he lost hi.s arm To face j>. 419 

Fac-simile of Sir Horatio and Lady Nelson’s Autograpb, in October 

1797 To face p. 4ol 
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TO MIOS. ^'ELSO^^ 
rprom Clarl;c ami M'Avtliur, \ol. i. l!»s, 

l 'ii<n u/(*. E tlj .Iiiimarv. I'l'.i.). 

Wo liiive liad notliing but gales ot* whul, but in Aga- 
nioiiiiuni wo niiiul tboni nut: sIk^ is tlio rui(?st Slii]) 1 o\ov 
sailed in, and, wore she a sovinity-ronr, nulbiiig sliould indiico 
to leave her wliilst the war lasted : for not an lionr this 
war will I, if ])ossible, bo out of active S(‘r\ice; nuicli as I 
shall regret b(‘ing so long ])artt‘d iVoni you, still we nuisi 
loT)k lieyond the ])resent <lay, and two or thri'e months may 
make tlie dillia’euco of (*very comfort, or otherwise, in our in- 
come. I hop(^ wii have many haj)|)y years to live U)gether; 
and if wi; can bring X*’2000 round, I am determined to pur- 
chase some neat cottage, which we should m'ver have t)Ccasion 
to change. As for .losiah,' 1 have no doubt hut he will be a 
comfort to both oi us: his understanding is excellent, and his 
dispositif)!! really good: he is a seaman every inch of him. 
'J'luj Fh'ct is on the eve of going to sea again, to cover our 
reinforcements. Yours, &:e. 

IJouATio Nelson. 


TO Ills ROYAL riKillNKSS IHE DUKE OF CI^AREXt'E. 

[^Froiu iiinl M'Vitliiiv, \«>1. i. p. 

Sir, I'ivtvtMi/i), I'.llli .TiUniavy. 

Our last cruist‘ from ‘21st December 170 t, to January the 
loth, >vhen Ave arrived in this Port, was such a .serii's of storms 

* Josiuh Nisbvt, Ills step son, aiuiilMnpiii.iii of tin' A^omu'iniion. Viilovol. i.p. ‘ML 

VOL. II. IJ 
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and heavy seas, as I never before experienced : tlie Fleet were 
twelve days under storm stay-sails. Our Ships, id though short 
of complement, are remarkably healthy, as are the Troops in this 
Island. There is already a dilference to be perceived in the 
cultivation of the land since last year. Many hundred acres 
of pasture are now covered with wheat ; and as the Corsicans 
will find a ready sale for their corn, wine, and oil, (the two last 
articles the French sup])rcsscd as much as possible,) every 
year will doubtless increase the growth. The Fleet goes to 
sea on the 22nd or 28rd, thirteen Sail of the Liiu'. Th('. 
French have fifteen in the outer road of I’oulon, and lil’ty Sail 
of large Transports ready at Marseilles; therefore it is certain 
tliey ha^ e some Ex]K'dition just ready to talv(^ place, and T 
have no doubt but Porto Es]>ecia is their object. AV"e ex})ect 
soon to be joined by some Neapolitan Ships and Frigates : 
I have no idea we shall get much good from them : they are 
not seamen, and cannot kee}) the sea beyond a })assage. 

I beg your Royal Highness to believe, tliat 1 ever am your 
most faithful servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO MRS. NKLSOX. 

[From Clarke ami M.‘Arthur, vol. i. p. HM). | 

Fiovcn/.o, OUt January, IV!)**. 

It is with inexpressible })leasure I have received within these 
two days })ast your letters, with our father’s of January the 1st. 
I rejoice that my conduct gives you ])lcasure, and 1 trust 1 
shall never do anything which will bring a blush on your face, 
or on that of any of my friends. It is very true that I have 
ever served faithfully, and ever has it been my fate to be 
iKJglected ; but that shall not make me inattentive to my duty. 
I have ])ride in doing my duty well, and a self-a])])robation,' 
whicii if it is not so lucrative, yet ])(irhaps affords more ])leasing 
sensations. 1 trust th(j time will come when I may l)e rewarded, 
thougli really I don’t flatter myself it is near. Lord Hood 
told me that my loss of an eye should l)e represented to the 
King. Lord Chatham carried my papers to the King ; but 



MT, 86 .] 


LETTERS. 


3 


now he is out,* all hopes will be done away. My eye is grown 
worse, and is in almost total darkness, and very painful at 
times ; but never mind, I can see very well with tlie other. 

I believe I shall inform Lord Hood, what I never told him 
yet, that after evcrytliing was fixed for the attack of Bastia, I 
liad information given me of the enormous number of Troo])s 
we ]iad to ()])pos('. us; but my own lionour. Lord Hood’s 
honour, and the honour of our Country, must have all been 
sacrificed, had I mentioned what I knew ; therefore, you will 
believe, what must liavc bi^en my feelings during the whole 
Siege, when T had often proposals made to me by men, now 
rewarded, to write to Lord Hood to raise the Siege, llemeni- 
ber me kindly to our friends at Bristol. I also beg to ]n*c\sent 
my best compliments at Woltert(jn. Yours, &e. 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO WILLIAM ST^CKLINC;, ESQ. 

[Prom “ The AtheiuiMim."] 

Agamemnon, Piovenzo, IVhrnnrv Isl, i;!)'). 

My dear Sir, 

Your lettin*, without date, but which I guess to be writtim 
about Christmas, I received two days ago ; and although 1 have 
not very frequently been favoured with a sight of your writing, 
except on the outside of letters, yet I am always sure of your 
continued regard for me, a circumstance whicli 1 ever Iiold 
dear, and which it will ever be my pride to deserve. 1 don’t 
think, at present, Agamemnon has any chance of coming 
home : we arc too inferior to the Enemy. Our AdmiraP is 
careful of us, and will not siilfer a Linc-of- Battle Ship to get 
out of his sight. We sail the day after to-morrow, but I do 
not expect to do any good. T have taken advantage of your 
ofler, and enclose a letter for Mrs. Nelson. With kindest 

* Ijonl Cluitliimi was as first Lonl of the Admiralty, by Earl Spotiror, 

in UecemluM* lIsM. 

* Vice-AdminU, tiftorwards Lord JT<dham. 

B 2 
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remombrances to Mrs. Suckling, Miss Suckling, and family, 
believe me ever 

Your much obliged and affectionate 

lIoiiATio Nllson. 

Best respects at Hampstead. 


TO THOMAS POLLARD, KSQ., LEGHORN, 
f Antop^rapli, in the possession of Jolin Luxfonl, Esq.] 

Agumeinuoii, Fibiiiiii-y Oth, 11 Oo. 

Dear Pollard, 

We .shall never get out of this d d [dace I had rather 

remain at sea for ever than return here, where inching is to 
be had for love or money. liOrd Beauclerk* will allow a fi'w 
trifles to be received on board, for I have sent back the fowl- 
cooj) by him. I have wrote you by Tartar, and all may havt^ 
sent letters ; God knows if they arrives lie])orts art? current 
with everybody that we return to Leghorn after a short cruise. 
I sincerely ho])e it. Believe mt‘ ever your much obliged, 

TIouatio Nelson. 


TO WILLIAM Sl'CKIJNG, ESQ. 

[ Auloprapli, in tlie po'^sessiem of John Voung, I'Nq.] 

AgHiiifinnon. Si, Eion-n/o, Et;l»vii:irv Itli, 

^ly dear Sir, 

This day twelvemonth saw the British troo])s land at this 
])lace, for the jnirpose of turning tht? French out of the Island, 
and the more I see of its ju’oduce, and convenient Forts for 
our Fleets, the more I am saiisfied of Lord Hood’s great wisdom 
in getting ])Os.ses.sion of it; for had his liordshi]) not come 
forward with a hold pluNy all our trade and political consi?- 
([uence would have been lost in Italy ; for, after the evacuation 
of Toulon, to what place were we to look for shidter for our 
T’leet, and ilie numerous attendants of Victuallers, Store-ships, 
and Tran.s])orts ? Genoa was inimical to us, and, by treaty, 

* Covt ) P'eiTiiJo ill 

s Thf jireseiit Adiniriu Lent Anu-liiiM Uennclerk, G.C.13., who was then Ctiiilain of 
ihe Juno. 
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only live Sail of the Jiine could enter their Ports at the same 
lime. If we look at Tuscany, she was little better than forced 
to declare for us, and ever since wishing to get her Neutrality 
again. Even the French Consul, though not officially received, 
has not left Leghorn. All our trade, and of our Allies, to 
Italy, must all pass close to Corsica : the Enemy would have 
had the Ports of this Island full of How-galleys ; and, from the 
great calms near the land, our Ships of War could not have 
protected the trade — they can always be taken under your eye : 
therefore, on this account only, every man of common sense 
must see tlic necessity of possessing tliis Island. Tlic Spanish 
Ports and Neapolitan arc so improper, and (except Minorca, 
which is now only a lishing Town, with a few sli])s for 
Slii])-building, everything being destroyed,) the distance from 
the scene of war, so distant that they could not ha^'C been 
used, even would the Dons have made us welcome, which I 
doubt. 

The loss to the French has been great indeed : all the Shi])s 
built at Toulon have their sides, beams, decks, and straight 
timbers from this Island. Tlie ])ine of this Island is of tlie 
finest texture I ever saw ; and the tar, pitch, and hemp, 
although I believe the former not equal to Norway, yet were 
very much usc'd in the yard at Toidon. So much for the 
bemdit of it to us during the war ; and, in peace, I see no 
reason but it may lie as benelicial to iMigland as any other 
part of the King’s Dominions, h^iverv article of this Island 
was suiipressed, as it interfered with the produce of the South 
of France. The large woods of olives must produce great 
quantities of /ine oil, and the wines are imicli jneh'rable to the 
wines of Italy. Our Naval yards will be supjdicd with excel- 
lent wood ; and, 1 dare say, the expense of keeping the Island 
will be very trilling, and its inqiortance to us very great. 
Other I^owcrs will certainly envy us ; and the inhabitants will 
grow' ricli, and, I liopt;, hajqiy, under our mild Government. 
The difforenco is already visibie ; before, cn ery Corsican 
carried his gun, for every di.'^lrict was at enmity with the other; 
many parts at war with th ^ French, and noiuj friendly with 
them ; no single Frenchman could travel in this Island — his 
death w'as certain. Now, not one man in fifty carries arms ; 
their swords arc really turned into ploughshares ; and w e travel 
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13 very where with only a stick. This day I have walked over 
300 acres of fine wheat, which last year only served to feed a 
few goats ; and if these great alterations are to be seen in the 
least fertile part of the Island, what must be the change in the 
more fruitful ? 

And when I reflect that I was the cause of re-attacking 
Bastia, after our wise Cicncrals gave it over, from not knowing 
the force, fluicying it 2000 men ; that it was I, who, landing, 
joined the Corsicans, and with only my Ship’s party of Marines, 
drove the French under the walls of Bastia ; that it was I, who, 
knowing the force in Bastia to be u])wards of 4000 men, as I 
have now^ only ventured to tell Lord Hood, landed with 
only 1200 men, and ke])t the secret till within this week 
past ; — what I must have felt during the whole Siege may be 
easily conceived. Yet T am scarcely mentioned. 1 freely 
forgive, but cannot forget. This and much more ought to 
liave been mentioned, ft is known that, for two months, 1 
blockaded Bastia with a Squadron : only fifty sacks of flour 
got into the Town. At St. I'ionm/o and C’alvi, for two months 
before, nothing got in, and four French frigates could not get 
out, and are now ours. Yet my diligence is not mentioned ; 
and others, tor kee])ing succours out of Calvi fora few summer 
months, arc luindsoniely mentioned. Such ihiuf/s ure. 

I have got upon a subject near my heart, which is full whim 
I think of the treatment I have received : every man who had 
any considerable share in the reduction, has got sf)me jflace 
or other — I, only I, am without reward. Tlie taking of Corsica, 
like the taking of 8t. Juan’s,® has cost me money. St. Juan’s 
cost near £500 ; Corsica has cost me £300, an eye, and a cut 
across ray back ; and my money, 1 find, cannot bo repaid me. 
Nothing but my anxious endeavour to serve my ( ■ountry makes 
me bear up against it ; but I sometimes am ready to give 
all up. 

We are just going to sea, and I hope to God we shall meet 
the k’rench fleet, which iiuiy give us all gold Chains^ — who 

® Vido vol. i., p. 0, aiilf. 

' McmIhIs >vitli guilt Cimiiis were given to tlie AdmirHls pvoKcnt at Lord llowe’n 
victory, of tJ'c Jst of June, 1701; and some of the Captains rcccivcil a Medal, sus- 
pended from rt lihand, tvliitc, with hinc edges, whieli was worn at the button hoh^ 
of their unifoim (;oats. 
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knows ? Ilcmembcv me most kindly to Mrs. Suckling, and 
Miss Suckling 5 and, believe me, in every situation, I feel 
myself 

Your much obliged and affectionate 

Horatio Nelson. 

Best respects to Mr. llumscy and family, and to Mr. JSIentz. 
Forgive this letter : I have said a great deal too much of myself ; 
but indeed it is all too true. 


TO MRS. NELSON. 

[From Clarke ami M‘Artluir, vol. i. p. 199.] 

St. Fiorenzo, Ttli February, 11 05. 

This day twelve months, my dear Fanny, our Troops landed 
here to attempt the compiest of the Island, at least of those 
t)arts which the French were in possession of; and, however 
lightly the acquisition of Corsica may be deemed by many in 
England, yet I take u])on me to say, it was a measure founded 
on great wisdom ; and during the war must be ever of the 
most essential service to us, and very detrimental to our 
hhiemics. After the tjvacuatiou of Toidon, we liad no place 
whatever of our own for the Fleet to anchor in : Tuscany was 
wav(*ring, and, although since declared for us, yet we are not 
certain of her alliance from one day to another. The French 
Consul at lieghorn, though not received oiliciidly, has never 
(piitted that ])lace, and we knoiv that attempts have been made 
to get Tuscany again acknowledged by the, French as a Neu- 
tral Power ; in which case what security have we for our Fleet, 
and the numerous ^Victuallers and Storeships attendant on it } 
Corsica has always siqqdied Toulon with all the straight 
timbers, beams, decks, and sides for their Ships ; they are now 
deprived of that supply, which would have enabled them by 
this time to have built a snudl Fleet ; and besides, the Cor- 
sican tar and hemp fonned by no mean.s an incon.siderabJe 
resource for the dock-yard at Toulon. Moreover, all our trade, 
with that of our Allies, is obliged to make the Coasts of this 
Island, the Ports of whit h would have been so full of Row- 
galleys, that no commerce could have been carried on : nor 
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could our Mcn-of-War have prevented the evil, for half the 
twenty-four hours is calm, when these Vessels would take the 
Merchaiit-mcu, though the whole of the British Navy were iii 
sight. So much for the value of Corsica — 1 have done ; the 
recollection of one short year brings it to my mind. It was 
Lord Hood’s plan, and it was accomplished chiefly by seamen. 

Yours, &c., 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO MRS. NELSON. 

[From Clarke and M‘Artliur, vol. i. p. :’()<),] 

Lp{,diorn, Febniury. 

We arrived here last night after a very bad cruise. This 
Country, I understand, will in a very few days declare its Neu- 
trality ; therefore, as all Towers give up the contest, for what 
lias England to figlit ? I wish most lieartily wc liad peace, or 
that all our Tr(;()j)s wa'rc drawn from tlie Continent, and only a 
Naval war earned on, the war where England can alone make 
a figure’. 

!^raich 2nd. 'J'lie French have one luindrcd and twenty- 
four lVans})OiTs full of Troops ; something tliey certainly mean 
to attempt. Tuscany has just concludcHl a peace, and this 
Port is HOW' o])eii to the French, as well as oursidves. The 
lierwick is refitted,'’ so w'c are again fourteen Sail of tlie Jane, 
and one Neapolitan Ship of the lane” has joined us; we are 
therefore strong. I wish l^ord Hood w'ould make haste out. 

Leghorn, March (>th. Tlie Admiral has just got some in- 
formation which has induced him to goto sea immediately.' 1 
sincerely ho]io it is for a good purpose. We are taken rather 

Vuu! vol. i., ]). .‘1 IS. 

® rjiucredi, c<;inmandpd by Captniii Cnrarcioli, wboHO wrctclK’d fate is .so 
v.rll ki!0wn. 

' III liis DispaJcl. f,f tlio lOili of Marcli, Admirul Ilotbam sintrd tlud on tlio Stli 
lio an rxj>n v- from AiiiiouiiPing lliat tin* Froncli Hoot from Tonbm, 

ron'-i.-il jng of fifteen S,t;! of (be JJiie nnd tliron Frigates, IumI brpii off flic Jslo of 
Margorritr;, niid as rlj.it intelligonce oorrrspomled wifli n signal from tin* Mozplle, 
then in iLp oiling, for a b b etin tlie N.W. qiiiirter, lie immediately caused tlie Sqimdroii 
to be nninoored, and at daylight on the following morning lliey ]mt to sea. 
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suddenly, but are got off pretty tolerably as to order. My 
health is perfectly good, as is Josiah’s. lleniember me to my 
good father. I have only to pray Clod to bless you. 

Yours, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO DANIEL WILLIAMS, ESQ., CHURCH STREET, SPITALFIELDS. 

[From t ho “ Eiiropomi Ma^a/ino,” vol. xlix. p. 101. Lioutonaiif ('harlos David 
Williams, (son of Daniol, aftorwards Sir Daniol, Williams, a Police Majjistrafe,) then 
belonged to the Agamemnon, and had shortly before been taken prisoner under the 
circnmstnnees mentiotied in this Letter.] 

Hear Sir, Legliom, Fobniarv ‘37th, liOo. 

1 only received your letter of December 29th yesterday, on 
the return of the Fleet from sea. 

1 had some time learnt with ])leasure that your son was a 
]>risoner, and not lost, which I feared was the case from the 
bad account T had heard of the Vessel. T at that time made 
in(]uiries if any little money could be got to him ; but was told 
at this ]dace it was imjiossible : however, 1 will niahe further 
in(|iurv, and, if iiossiblc, get a remittance to him. I shall have, 
I assure you, great pleasure in doing it on your son’s account, 
Avho is a very good young man, and who at a future time I 
shall be glad to serve. I need no reference to any person for 
your cliaracter ; ]Mr. Prestwood’s recommendation of him to 
me was sutlicient for every ])urpose. 

I can accpiit myself of his misfortune. I was at sea ; and 
the Fbiglish Consul thought fit, which I never should have 
consented to, to desire your son and others, belonging to the 
Agamemnon and other Sliips, to navigate a Vessel with 
bulloclvs to Toulon ; a ^T'ssel by no means ])ro]H'r for the pur- 
])ose ; and left no doubt in my mind ot' his being lost. How- 
ever, in ca.se we cannot .send him money, his ca.se is not 
singular: a great number of F.ngh.sh arc in the same situation. 
1 will not willingly miss the post, although it may be long in 
reaching you ; and you shall hear from me again before T leave 
Leghorn. I beg my conijdiincnts to Mr. Prestwood; and be 
assured. Dear Sir, I am, 

Your very faithful Servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 



10 


LETTERS. 


[1795. 


TRANSACTIONS ON BOARD IIIS MAJESTY’S SHIP AGAMEMNON, 

AND OF THE FLEET, AS SEEN AND KNOWN BY CAPTAIN 

NELSON. 

[Autogrniih, in Iho Nolson PjipeiN. Thougli this NiuTativc was iirintod by Cliirko 
and M‘Artliur, and is referred to by Southey, yet ]\rr. .lames, in his “Naval History,” 
(Ed. Chaniier, vol. i. pp. xJnO — “.hid,) has disregarded it. The omission is the more 
extraordinary, since iMr. .James justly complained of the want of precision in Admiral 
Hotham’s Dispatch, and sneers, more siut, at other ■writers, for not being properly 
infonned ou tlie subject. His account of the Agamemnon’s services seems to be 
almost wilfully uujiist ; and it has, therefore, been thought nght, in confirmation of 
the statements in Nelson’s Narrative, and in his Letters, to insert a copy of the Agu- 
memnon’s Log of the l.'lth and Mth of Alareh, 170.5, and likewise the account given 
of her proceedings on those days by Mr. TToste, one of her Alidshipmoi, in a letter 
to his fathei'. Vide Note A, at the end of this volume, wdierc Mr. Jimies’ nccoiiiit of 
the ..'VJfair will also be found, j 

From the stb to the 1 Uli of March, 170.5. 

On Sunday, Marcli 8tli,at live p.M.,the Mozclle* being iioav 
the Gorgona, made the .signal for a Fh?ct to tho westward. 
The Admiral madt'. tlu? .signal to unmoor, and to ])rei)are 
to weigh after dark. 

On the 9th, at five A.M., the signal to weigli,th(; wind blowing 
a fine breeze from tlie eastward. At tnght o’clock, every Sliip 
was without tlic Melora. Signal for the Inconstant^ to look 
out, W.S.W., Meleager,* N.W., and the Tarleton" to jtroceed 
to St. Fiorenzo, to ordiu* tlie llerwick to join tlie Fleet. At 
four r.M., Cape Corse ^V.S.W. four or five leagues ; little wind ; 
the Fleet hauled u]) to the N.W. At lialf-])ast five the Me- 
leager made the signal for the Ibnemy’s Fleet, eighteen Sail. 
At eigljt, the Admiral niadiJ the signal that tlj(^ Ihiemy’s Fleet 
were suppo.scd to be near. 

March 10th. — At daylight, the Tarleton joined, and gave 
information that a boat came off from ( ’ape Corse, and told 
them that the Jlerwiek had been taken on Saturday, the 7tli.® 

* Mozelle, ‘il, OjipKuji (‘linrles Diidb'y Putcr; Ju* died u Mag oflic* r, 

'■* Inconstant, Cuplaiji Fit munlle, afterwards Vii-c Admiral Sir 'rhoinas Francis 
Fremantle, Bart., G.C.H. 

* Meleager, ;W, Cbiplain (Jern-ge Cockburn, now tbe Right Hun. Admiral Sir 
G( urge Cockburn, G.C B. 

^ Tnrb ton, i jr» djip, C’;.ptain Brisbane, afterwards ReiU' Admiral Sir Charles Bris 
bane, K.C.I3. H< dii-d in December, IS*!'). 

I he Berwick 'vn captured by the Freiicli Fleet, after a gallant resistance, her 
Lap!, .'in, Littlejohn, being slain ; “ b} wbicli misfortune bis Majesty has lost a most 
valiittbie and experienced Oilicer, who has left a widow and four small eliildren.” — 
Vkc-Aihiuml liulhanis DispaUh. 
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At about halt-past nine a.m., signal for all Flag Officers : at 
ten, A.M., the Mozellc made the signal for a Fleet, twenty-five 
sail, ill the N.W. : signal for a general chase in that quarter. 
All day very light airs ; in the evening a light breeze westerly. 
At half-past five p.m., the Mozelle made the Signal that the 
Enemy were upon a wind on the starboard tack. At six signal 
to form in two divisions. Stood to the northward till midnight, 
when the Admiral made the signal to form in the Order of 
Battle. 

March 11th. — At daylight nothing in sight. All day, light 
airs and variable, with a heavy swell from the S.W. In the 
afternoon saw a French brig to the westward making signals.^ 
Nearly calm all niglit, but at times the wind all round the 
compass. 

March 12th. — At daylight saw near us the Princess Royal,'^ 
Fortitude,*’ and Egmont at the distance of four or live miles 
to the northward, Captain,^ Illustrious,^ and Tancredi:^ to 
the J^'i.S.hh a number of Shij)s with the foot of their topsails 
out of the w ater ; and south, a number of Ships, their hulls 
just rising out of the water. At six, the Egmont made the 
signal for a strange Fleet ; at the same time the Princess Iloyal 
made the signal for the Enemy’s Fleet, south. We endea- 
voured to join the IMiicess Royal, which we acconqdished at 
nine A.M. Jaglit airs, southerly: tlie Enemy’s Fleet nearing 
us very fast, our Fleet nearly becalmed. At a quarter past 


’ Jiimos says that the Knciny’s I'leet were descried in the ai'ienioou of the IJth, 
in the south or windward fiuavter, hy the I’rineess Koyal, and several Ships then near 
lier, who were live or six miles from the main body of t)iir Tlect. — {Xdra! 

^ol. i. p. Admiral llotham, in his says, “ AU]i(iu;;h the proneli 

Shii)s were s(M*n hy oiir advanced Frigfates daily, yet the two Squadrons did not 
gel. sight of each other until the I'^tli, when that of tlie liiuiny was discovered 
to windward." 

” Princess Iloyal, '.)(), Captain lohn Child Purvis, hearing the Flag of Vice-Admiral 
of the 'White, Sainiiel Cranston Goodall. 

I'ortitude, Td, Captain Voung, (afterwards Aduiind Sir ’William Young, G.C.B.) 
hearing the Flag of Vice-Admiral Sir Ifydc I arkcr. 

‘ ligmont, 14, Ca]>tain Sutton, ah rwards Adminil Sir John Sutton, K.C.B. 

* Captain, 74, (hiptain Samuel Peeve; he was made a llear-Admiral of the lied, 
in .lime, 1195, and died a. Viee-Adii. nil of the Wliite, in May, ISOd. 

^ Illustrious, 14, CajUain Tlumias Lenox Frederick, who comniujided the Blen- 
heim, 98, at the haltle of St. Vine.'*iit, and died a Flag Officer. 

* A Neanolitau 74, commanded ly Capluin Caraccioli. 
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nine, Admiral Goodall made the signal for tJic Ships near, to 
form aliead and astern of him, as most convenient : Admiral 
Hothanv’^ made the same signal. The Isgmont stood from us 
to join Admiral Hotharn. Our Ships endeavouring to form a 
junction, the Enemy pointing to separate us, but under a very 
easy sail. They did not appear to me to act like Oiiicers who 
knew anything of their profession. At Noon they l)Cgau to 
form a Line on the larboard tack, which they never accom- 
plished. At two p.M. they bore down in a lane ahead, nearly 
before the wind, but not more than nine sail formed. They 
then hauled the wind on the larboard tack ; about three miles 
from us, the wind southerly, Genoa liight-house N.N.E. about 
live leagues ; saw the Town very plain. At a (piarter past 
three P.M., joined Admiral llotham, who made the signal to 
Prepare for Battle, the body of the iMHuny’s Meet about three 
or four miles distant. At six minutes ])ast four, signal to form 
the Order of Battle on tla^ laihoard tack : half past lour, 
signal for each Ship to carry a liglit during the night. At 
sixteen minutes j)ast five, signal for each Ship to take suitalde 
stations for their mutual sui)port, and to liUgage tlie laK'iny as 
they came uj). Our Fleet at this time was tolerably well 
formed, and with a tine breeze (‘usterly, which, had it lasted 
half-an-hour, would certainly have h'd us through the Ijiemy’s 
Fleet about four Shi])s from the Van ship, which was separated 
from the Centre about one mile. At three-fpiarters ])ast live, 
the Fleet hoisted their C’olours. At dark, the wind came 
fresh from the westward. At fifty-live minuti's ])ast six, the 
signal to wear togi'ther. A fresh breeze all niglit: stood to 
the southward all night, as did the Enemy. 

Afarch 13th.— At daylight the Enemy’s Fleet in the S.W. 
about three or four leagues witli fresh breezi's. Signal for a 
General chase. At eight a.m. a French Ship of the lane'*’ carried 
away her main and fonj tojimasts. At a ([uarter-])ast nine, the 
Inconstant fiigate fired at tlie disabled Ship, but receiving 
many shot, was obliged to leave her. At ten a.m., tacked and 
stood towaids the disabled Ship, and two other Ships of 

*' the CrTniiifuidfi' i’l (. in tlir Britannin. 

• i Up (^a Ira run foul of La Victoirp, and carritd nwav )icr own fore and luaiii- 
tormahts. 
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the Line. The disabled Ship proved to be the Ca Ira of 
(30 ... 24 ... 12 Pounders French weight) 1300 

guns 1 40 ... 27 ... 14 ^lo. English do. j men; 
Sans Calotte, one hundred and twenty guns ; and the Jean 
Barras,^ seventy-four guns. We coidd have fetched the Sans 
Culotte by passing the Ca Ira to windward, but on looking 
round I saw no Ship of the Line within several miles to sup- 
port me : the Ca})tain was the nearest on our lee (piarter. 1 
then determined to direct my attention to the Ca Ira, who, 
at a quarter-i)ast ten, was taken in tow by a Frigate ; the Sans 
Calotte and J(^an Barras keeping about gun-shot distance on 
her weather bow. At twenty minutes past ten the Ca Ira 
began tiring her stern-chasers. At half-past ten the Inconstant 
passed us to leeward, standing fjr the Fleet. As we drew up^ 
Avith the liiiieniy, so true did she lire her stern-guns, that not a 
shot missed some i)art of the Ship, and latterly the masts were 
struck every shot, which obliged mv to o})en our lire a few 
minutes sooner than I intended, for it was my intention to 
liave touched his stern before a shot was tired. But seeing 
]»lainly from tin? situation of the two Fleets, the iin])ossibility 
of being suj)i)orted, and in case any accident hapiiened to our 
masts, the certainty of being severely' cut up, I resolved to tire 
so soon as I thought we had a certainty' of hitting. At a 
quarter beibre eleven A.M., being within one hundred yards of 
the (ya Ira’s stern, I ordered the helm to be ])ut a-starboard, 
and the driver and afti.'r-sails to be braced up and shivered, 
and as tlie Sliip fell oil', gave her our whole broadside, each 
gun double-shotted. Scarct'ly a shot ap])eared to miss. The 
instant all were tired, braced up our after-yards, ])nt the helm 
a-])ort, and stood after her again. TJiis mameuvre we prac- 

’ Jean Hart. 

" “ Tlio signal was made for a(M*neral cJutso, in tlm ('omso of wliich, tlio weatluT 
being squally, ami blowing very fivsb, we discoveml one of their Liue-ol‘-lbittle 
Ships to be without her topmasts, wliieli afl'oriled to Captain l-’remnntle, of the In- 
coustiint Frigate (who was t!:en far ailvaiieed on tlte chase) an opportunity of ^ hew- 
ing a good proof of British enterprise, by his attacking, raking, and harassing her 
ujili! tliC coming up of the Agamemnou. when lu? was most ably seconded by Cap- 
tain Nelson, who did her so much d.unag«> as to disable her from imtting herself 
again to rigltts ; hut they were at this time so far detached from our own Fleet, that 
they were obliged to quit her, lus other Ships of the Enemy were coming up to her 
assistance, hy one of which she was soon after takiiii in low’. ’ — Vice-Aitmiral Ho- 
tfuwi's Dispatch, 
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tised till one P.M., never allowing the Ca Ira to get a single 
gun from cither side to fire on us. They attempted some of 
their after-guns, but all went far ahead of ns. At this time the 
Ca Ira was a perfect wreck, her sails hanging in tatters, mizen 
topmast, mizen topsail, and cross jack yards shot away. At 
one r.^r., the Frigate hove in stays, and got the (Ja Ira round.'^ 
As the Frigate first, and then the Ira, got their guns to bear, 
each opened her lire, and avc passed within half pistol-shot. 
As soon as our after-guns ceased to bear, the Ship was hove 
in stays, keeping, as she came round, a constant fire, and the 
Ship was worked with as much exactness, as if she had been 
turning into Spithead. On getting round, I saw the Sans 
Culotte, who had before wore with many of the Enemy’s Ships, 
under our lee bow, and standing to ])ass to leeward of us, 
under top-gallant sails. At half-past one P.M., the Ad- 
miral made the signal for the Van-ships to join him. 1 in- 
stantly bore away, and prepared to set all our sails, but tlui 
Enemy having saved their Ship, hauled close to the wind, and 
opened their fire, but so distant as to do us no harm ; nf)t a 
sliot, I believe, hitting. Our sails and rigging were very mucli 
cut, and many shot in our hull and between wind and water, 
but, wonderful, only seven men were wounded. The Enemy 
as tliey passed our nearest Ships ojicned their lire, but not a 
shot, that I saw, reached any Ship excc])t the Ca})tain, \vho 
had a few passed tlirough her sails. Till evening, em|)loyed 
shifting our topsails and sidicing our rigging. At dark, in our 
Station: signal for each Ship to carry a light. liittlewind: 
south-westerly all night : stood to the westward, as did the 
Enemy. 

March 1 fth. — At dayliglit, taken aback with a fine brei'ze 
at X.W., wliich gave us the weather-gage, whilst the Enemy’s 
Ideet kept die southerly gage. Saw the (^’a Ira, and a Jane of 
Ibittle ship' who had her in tow about three and a half miles 

® 'Dio followinji' ])iissn;rii^ In NoIhoh’s luuni, occurs ih ii. Nolo to the Narrative: 
— X h. 1 r.),H.rvofl thf* ffoiiM of the (^'a Ira to ho iiinclj <?]ovato<l, ilouhllcss lai»i 
for our ripfgiiii' .uirl disiuut shots, and when she (tpouod hor fire in luissiiiff, the ole 
vatioii ijot. ln'in;/ lUcrofl, almost every sliot passed over us, very few strikiiiff our 
hiift. 1 he ('iiiiiai,i of the (^ii Irntohl Admiral Goodiill iiml myself, that we liiul 
killed and woiindeil one hundred and tea men, and so cut his rif^ging lo ])iece.s, that 
it was impossilde for him to get up other topmtists. 

' At daylight tlie ncxtmoining, (the 14tli,) being ubout six or seven leagues to 
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from us, the body of tlic Kiiomy’s Fleet about five miles. 
Quarter past six a.m., signal for the Line of Battle, S.E. and 
N.W. Forty minutes past six, for the Captain and Bedford^ 
to attack the Enemy. At seven a.m., signal for the Bedford 
to engage close ; Bedford’s signal repeated for close Action. 
Five minutes ])ast seven, for the Captain to engage close. 
Captain’s and Bedford’s signals repeated : at this time, the shot 
from the Enemy reached us, but at a great distance. Quarter- 
past seven, signal for the Fleet to come to the wind on the 
larboard tack. This signal threw us and the Princess Iloyal 
to the leew^ard of tlie Illustrious, Courageux,^ and Britannia. 
At twenty minutes past seven the Britannia hailed, and 
ordered^ me to go to the assistance of the Captain and Bedford. 
Made all sail : Ca])tain lying like a log on th('. water, all her 

tlio souili-west of wo olisorvt tl rh«* Kiiomy’s disabled Sliip, witli the one that 

bad her in tow, to bo so far to leeward, and sepnrattMl from their own Sranulron, 
us to allbrd a pndiable chance of our cutting them oif. The oiii'Ortiinity was not 
lost ; all sail was made to oft’ect that juu'pose, which reduced the Enemy to the 
aUornative of abambniing those Ships, or coming to battle. Although the hitter did 
not appear to b<> tlieii* choice, tliey yet came down (on the lontrarv ta< k to which 
wo were) with the view of snjtporting them; hut tlie Captain and Bedford, wlio.se 
signals were made to attack the Enemy’s disahied Ship and her com[>anion, were fso 
fur advanced, and so closely supported hy the other Ships of our van, us to cut them 
oil’ etliM'tually from any assistance that could he given them; the conflict ended in 
llio Enemy’s abandoning them, and tiring upon our Lim* a.s they passed witli a light air 
of wind. 'J’lie two Ships that fell, proved to he the Ca Ira, (formerly the Couroune,) 
of eighty guns, and the C'enseur, of sevenly-foiir. Our Van ships suflorod so 
mueh by this atlaek, itartu iilarly llie Illustrious and Couragt ux, t^having each lost 
their main and mi/en-mu'^ts,') that it hecaine impossible for anything further to 
he ell’ecled. I liave, however, good reason to hope, from the Enemy’s steering to the 
westward, after liaving passed otir b’leet, that whatever might have heeii their design, 
their intentions are for the present frustrated.’’ — Vin- Admiral Disihdcli. 

* Bedford, 71, Captain (lould, wh(» eommanded the Andaeious at the Battle of the 
Nile, now Admiral Sir Davidge flonld, (J.C.B, 

* Coiiragenx, 7 1, Captaii’ Augustus JMoiitgonierv : he died in command of the 
Tlieseus, in .Kehriiary I'iflti. 

* 'I’lic Oommander-in-t!hiei’. No allusion to this nrdrr ooeurs in Admiral I lo 
tham’s Dispnich, in whieli neither the \gan;eninou nor Cajitaiii Nelson are meti- 
lioucd, except in the extrai ' already given, describing the engagement with the t^a 
Ira on tlie previous day, whereas it ap]'i':us that so conspi»‘imus were the services of 
the Againomnoii on the llib. ibai both the (7i Ira and Le Cen.senr, lA, surren- 
dered to, and were taken possession of by ber. Admiral llotham’s reason for 
not miming any Captain who bad (.iStingiiished himself, except Ilia Ehig Captain, 
.lohn Holloway, (after ex])ressing his “conluil commendation of nil ranks collec- 
tively,”) was, that “ it is dilUcult to specify particular desert where emulation was com- 
mon to all, ;iid zeal for his Majesty s service the general description of the Fleet.” 
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sails and rigging shot away .* Bodford on a wind on tlie lar- 
board tack. Quarter past seven, signal to annul coining to 
the wind on the larboard tack. Tliirty-five minutes past 
seven, signal for the Illustrious and Courage iix to make more 
sail. Forty minutes ]iast seven, ditto signal repeated. Forty- 
two minutes past seven, Bedford to wear, Courageux to get in 
her station. At this time, ])asscd the Ca})taiii ; hailed Admiral 
Goodall, and told him Admiral Ilotham^s orders and di‘sired 
to know if I should go ahead of him ? Admiral Goodall de- 
sired me to keej) close to liis stern. The Illustrious and 
Courageux took their stations aliead of tlie Ihineess Boyal, 
the Britannia jdaced herself astern of me, and Tancredi 
lay on the Britannia’s lee (puirter. At eight a.m., the 
Enemy’s Fleet began to pass our lim^. to windward, and 
the t.’a Ira and JiO Censeur werti on onr lee si(h‘; there- 
fore the Illustrious, Courageux, Princess Koyal, and Aga- 
memnon were obliged to tight on both sid(is of th(i Shit). The 
Enemy’s Fleet ke])t the soulherly wind, which (mabled them 
to kee}) their distance', which was very great, hrom eight to 
ten, engaging on botli sides. About threcxjiiarlers past eiglit, 
the Illustrious lost her main and mizen masts. At a (piarter 
past nine, th(' Courageux lost her main and mizen masts. At 
twenty-five minutes ])ast nine, the (^'a Ira lost all her masts, 
and tired verv little. At ten, lai Censeur lost lier main-mast. At 
five minutes ])ast ten they both struck. Siait Lieutenant George; 
Andrews'' to board tli(?m, wh o hoisted English colours, and 
carried the Cajitains, by order of Admiral Ilotbani, on board 
of the Princess Boyal, to Admiral Goodall.*^ By computation 
the Ca Ira is supt)o.sed to have about three hundred and fifty 
killed and wounded on both days, and Le C’euisenr about tw'o 
liundrcd and fifty killed and wounded. From the liglitiu'ss of 
the air of wind, the ]"jicmy’s Fle(;t and onr Flee.a were a very 
long time in passing, and it was past one, r.M., b(‘fore all firing 
ceased, at which time tlie Enemy crowded all jiossible sail to 

* Vide \ul. I. |). 01. 

® JuTiK s is jis silent as Admiral llotlinm about tlie surrondor of the (,'a Ira and 
I.e Ceii eur, and his whole aeconnt of the Elects on the 1 Itli of March, is very nii 
f-alistucfory. lie seems to have jud'^cd »»f ihe coiuluct of our Ships hy the vulgar uud 
eiToueous estiiiiule of tlieir losses; ami he does not even mention the Agamemnon 
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the westward, our Fleet laying with their heads to the south 
cast and east. 

A List of Killed and Wounded in our Fleet; 

Seventy-three killed : two hundred and seventy-two 
Avounded.^ 

Lieutenants Ilathhone and Miles ; Masters, Wilson, and 


Blackburn, and Hawker, wounded.® 


ENGLISH 

FLEET. 

FRENCH FLEET. 

Ca])tain . . . 

... 74 

Le DiKiuesiie . 

... 74 

Bedford . . . 

... 74 

La Victoire 

... 80 

Tancredi . . 

... 74 

Le Guerrier 

... 74 

Princess Royal 

... 90 

Le CoiKjiicrant 

... 74 

Agamciunoii 

. . . 64 

Le Mercuve 

... 74 

Illustrious . 

... 74 

Le Barras . • 

... 74 

Courageux . . 

... 74 

1 liC Tonnant 

... 80 

Britannia . . 

. . . 100 

i Le Sans Culotto 

. . . P20 

Figniont . . . 

... 74 

liC Timoleon . 

... 74 

Windsor Castle 

... 90 

Le Geuereux . 

... 74 

Diadem . . . 

. . . <J4 

Le Hcurcux 

. . . 74 

St. George . . 

... 90 

! Le Censeur 

... 74 

1’errible ... . 

... 74 

I L’Alcide . . 

... 74 

Fortitude . . 

... 74 

Le Souverain . 

... 74 



lie (/ii Ira . . 

... 80 


1090 


1174 


7650 Mon. 16,900 Men. 


TO MRS. NELSON. 

[From CUrlve and Al‘Artli«r, vol. i. p. ‘200.] 

Aj?aiiieiunon at Soa, lOlU JNrarcli, 1705. 

We arc just in sight of the French Fleet, and a signal is out 
for a general cduise. We have hut little wind, and unfor- 

^ 'I’hf! OJlleial Return, by Vice Ailiu-uil I foiluun, gave seventy-five killed, and two 
Innulred and eighty wounded. 

“ The Oflieers wounded were, Lie .UMiants Robert Honeyman, of the St. George; 
Robert Hawker, of the ^Vindsor Castle; and Miles, of the Bedford; and Messrs. 
William Hunter, .lohii Blaekhurii, end .^ohii \>'ilson. Masters of the Cai>taij», Cou- 
ragoiix, and Agamemnon.— Lo/?<A/// •fazctle. 

VOL, II. C 
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tuiiately the Enemy arc in-sliore of ns ; however, 1 ho])c the 
Admiral will allow us to go on, and if the French do not skulk 
under their batteries, I trust we shall give a good account of 
them. Whatever may be my fate, I have no doubt in my own 
mind but that my conduct will be such, as will not bring a 
blush on the face of my friends : the lives of all arc in the 
liands of Him, who knows best whetliev to preserve mine or 
not; to His will do I resign myself. My character and good 
name are in my own keeping. Life witli disgrace is dreadful. 
A glorious death is to be envied ; and if anything hap])ens to 
me, recollect that death is a debt we must all ])ay, and whether 
now, or a few years hence, can be but of little conseciuence. 
God bless you, and believe me (wer your most Jaithful and 
aUcctionate liusband, 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO VICE-ADMIRAL GOODALL.'-' 

[Autopfi’ftpli, ill the of .lohn Dilhtii, 'I’liis letter wns Mrillen \\lieu in 

siy:lit of the Ereiicli Tleet, The Airiiineiimoii hcloiij^eil to \ iee Adiuir.il (iooiliill’s 
Division, and mus next in <-nieces.'ioti to his Fhiuf-Shlp, I lie I’rineess Royal.] 

A'rnineiiuii.ii, Mnreli I'iih, liho. 

My dear Admiral, 

I most heartily congratulate you on our being so near the 
Enemy’s Fletg, and hav(‘ oidy to assurt' you that the Aga- 
memnon shall (ucr most faithfully sup])ort you. I wish wt' 
had a hundred, or at least should hav(‘, iifiy good men. Should 
any of our Frigates get near you, ! hopi^ you will order soim^ 
men for us, even should Admiral Hotham forget us. Believe 
me ever, but never more than on the pn:*sent occasion. 

Your most faithful 

Horatio Nelson. 


® Vico Adndral Goodali left tlio Ar<MlitMranoan towards tin* rnd of the yt'nr 
1 Vtto, ifiiK'ii lji|,t tliHl, Oil Adiiiiml Iloiliain’s loavinf,^ tlio Sidtidii, (hi* coin 
inand was n'>i futrtisted to Jiiui. Ilo died an Adnilml of tlio White, in JHOI. 
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TO VICIv-ADMTUAL GOODAI.L. 

[Autof^’ai)]i, iu the possession of John Dillon, Esq.] 

Agamemnon, ]\ larch l Otli, ] <05. 

My dear Admiral, 

I ha\ 0 sent Officers and men to get the powder ont of the 
Ctmseiir, and you may he assured I will afford her all assist- 
ance in my power, consistent with the gr(}atcr ohjt^ct of putting 
the Agamemnon in good order again. We are rather sliort of 
eighteen-pound, twenty-four pound and nine-pound shot, not 
having more than six hundred of each of the two former, and 
very lew of the latter. If Illustrious or Coiiragcux could spare 
ns some eighteen -pound shot, it would be useful; hut unless 
the larg(^ Shi])s, or l^iadem,’ can give ns twenty-four ])Ound 
shot, none are to be had in this country. I have s(mt a list of 
our wounded men, some of whom an^ very bad, distinguishing 
which were wounded on the 13th, and which on the 11th ; 
also our defects. 

I hopii you arc (piite well. The Fiiiemy are lied and we arc 
not running after them : their orders, from wliat 1 hear, wer(>. to 
defeat the Fnglish Fleet if they chose to light, and then to 
land and retake Corsica. The (hi Ira has the carriages 
for th(^ battering cannon on board : ten thousand num are em- 
barked on board the 'IVansports at Toulon. 

I hope we shall get rid of these Prizi's and fyamo Ducks, this 
day, and get to the westward to secure our Convoy, which 
may, notwithstanding our victory, be in grt'at danger. 

llelieve me, ever your most faithliil, 

IIoiiATio Nelson. 

TO IITS ROA^AL HIGHNESS THE DUKE OF CLARENCE. 

[From CliU'ko 'iiul M‘ArUiiir, vol. i. p. *205.] 

]\riircli ITO.i. 

Our Fleet closed with Ca Ira and Censeur, who defended 
themselves in the most galh.nt manner ; the former lost 400, 
the latter 350 men ; the rest of th(' Enemy’s Ships behaved 
very ill. Martini, the Adn iral, and St. Michael, the Connnis- 

' Diadem, oi, Captain Tvlor, afte.nvavvH Admirnl Sir Charles Tyler, O.C.D. Vide 
vol. i. p. 41'.. 
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sioiier, wore on board a Frigate. Tlie orders of the French 
were, to defeat ns, and to retake Corsica: I believe they will 
in no respect obey their orders. 15 very Shij) fired red-hot shot ; 
blit we now know, from experience, they are useless on board a 
Ship. Frederick behaved exceedingly well, as did Montgo- 
mery in the Courageux, and lleevc in the Cajitain ; and I 
must not forget Goodall, who is as gallant an Ofheer .as ever 
lived. These Shijis being the van, had more than their share 
of the Action, l^ivery Officer, I am sure, would hiive been 
ha])j)v, had the hhiemy given them equal ojqiortunitics. The 
French bore away towards Toulon in the afternoon, and are 
noiv out of sight. I am, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO WHJ.IAM LOCKER, ESQ., LIEUTEXAM’-CiOVEUXOR OF 
OREEXWICH HOSPITAL. 

[Autogiapli, in llie Locker Papers.] 

AijMuuemnon, Porto Kspecia, Marcli ‘ilst, 170'). 

My dear Friend, 

You will have heard of our brusli with the French Fleet, 
a Tlattlo it cannot be called, as tlie hhiemy would not give us 
an opportunity of clo.ring with them ; if they had, I have no 
doubt, from tlie zeal and gallantry endeavoured to be shewn 
by each individual Cajitaiu, one excejHed, but we should h.ave 
obtained a most glorious conquest. Admiral Hotham has had 
much to contmid with, a Fleet lialf manned, and in every resjiect 
inferior to tlie hhieiny;'* Italy c.alling him her defence, our 

* .[limes tlie miiiexnl Table o! the ConiiiaratlM- Eiare of the two Fleets on 

tbe J*itli, l-{tli, ami 1 Itli of Marcb; but lie does not include ilie troops embarked 
in tlie French Ships. 

CoMP.iRATiVK Eoncr, of tiif. two Fi.kkts. 
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newly-acquired Kingdom^ calling might and main, our rein- 
forcements and Convoy hourly expected ; and all to be done 
without a force, by any means adequate to it. The French 
were sent out as for certain conquest ; their orders were ]^osilivc 
to search out our Fleet, and to destroy us, of which they had 
no doubts, if we presumed to come to Action with them ; then, 
their troops were to have been landed, and Corsica retaken : 
however, thank God, all is reversed. 1 firmly believe they 
never would have fought us, had not the Ca Ira lost her top- 
masts, which cnabh;d the Agamemnon and Inconstant to close 
in with her, and so cut her up that she could not get a top- 
mast up during the night, which caused our little brush the 
next day. Providence, in a most miraculous manner, preserv- 
ing my poor brave fellows, who workcal the Ship in mananivring 
about his stern and quarters, with as much exactness as if she 
had been working into Si)ithead. The Action never ceasing 
for upwards of two hours, one hundred and ten of the Enemy 
were killed and w'oundod on that day, and only seven of ours 
wounded. Agamemnon had only three hundred and forty- 
four at (piarters, myself included. 1 am llattercd by receiving 
the approbation of my own Fleet, as well as the handsomest 
testimony by our iMiemies. The Sans Culotte at last bore 
down, when the Admiral calhal me off. A gale of wind came 
on two days after the Action, whicli forced us in here, and most 
unluckily put the Illustrious on shore, where she lays in great 
danger. Our Fleet, except Courageux and Illustrious, is ])cr- 
fectly refitted, and ready for sea : we sail to-morrow for Leg- 
lioni to join Blenheim,^ and Bombay Castle,^ when the Admiral 
will immediately jiiit to sea, to see if we can find any of these 
crippled fellows ; for some went off towed by Frigates, and 
some without bows])rils. The Hans Culotte is in Genoa, others 
arc in Vado Bay. 1 think we arc quite nj) again in these seas, 
and had wc only a breeze, I have no doubt but we should 
have given a destructive blow to the Enemy’s licet : however, 
it is very well. I beg my best and kindest remembrances to 


Corsioft. 

* Ulnnlicim, Oft, Ca^'tnin .Toliii Ba/rlcy: lie n Flnff-oOieer. 

^ Bombny Castle, T^4, ( Hptiiiii e’larb s Clminlierluyno ; lie nia<le ft Rcai*- 
Admirivl in .liiuc following, niul died e.n AdmiriU of tbc Blue iu IftlO. 

( ink MtSSIOII 

iMiriTuTe V cutTvnc 
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all your family. Josiali is a fine young man, and a brave 
follow. 

Believe me ever 

Your most faithful friend, 

Horatio Nelson. 

All the Enemy’s Ships are fitted with forges, and fired from 
some guns constantly hot shot and shells, hut they appear 
ashamed of their oixhu’s, which arc positive from the Convention, 
and find nothing superior to the old mode of fighting. T only 
[wish] some of their own Shijis will suffer by having such a 
furnace in tlieir cockpit, which will end such a diabolical 
practice. If you see Admiral laitwidgi’, or ever write Kings- 
mill, remember me to him, as also to Mr. Bradley. 


TO WILLlAAt STCKI ING, 

' I'joju Alhciurmii. , 

ALiruiu nnu'ii, I’(iri(» March C’-iml, 1 <!)«“). 

My d('ar Sir, 

The event of our brush uitli the krencli Fleet you will know 
long liefore this reaches you, and 1 know you will jiartieipate 
in the pleasure I must have fidt in being the great cause of oin 
success. Could I have been supported, I vould have had 
Ca Ira on tlic b'lfli, wliicli miglit ])ro])aidy have increased our 
success on the next day. I'he Enemy, nolwitlistanding their 
red-hot shot and shells, must now be satisfied (or wo are ready 
to give them further proofs) that I'iHgland yet reigns Mistress 
on the Seas; and 1 verily believe our seamen liave lost none 
of tlicir courage ; and sure I am, tiial liad tin' breeze eontinued, 
so as to liavc allowed us to close with tlie J'biemy, we should 
have desiroyc<l tlioir wlioh^ Fl<H*f. 'i’hey came out to fight us, 
and yet, when tliey found us, all their emh^u ours were used 
to avoicl an Action. 

But accidents will liajipen to us as to otliius : a few days 
after the action we met with a very heavy gale of wind, which 
has driven the lllusliious*' on shore ; but we have some faint 

* Til*! Dln.aiioas, t t, Cflptaiji Frojl<-nrk, having lost ]jcr iimin aiul mizcii niaislN 
ill thn Action, >v,i:s lakcn in tow Uy tlin ainl scpamaMl from tin*. TN-pt in a 

vioJeni O’’ the ni^'lit of tlo.' IWhof March. The (ow rope broke, autl 
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liopcs she may yet be saved. Our Prizes are almost refitted ; 
and to-morrow we sail for Corsica. I beg leave to trouble 
you with a letter for Mrs. Nelson, and have to beg you will 
give my kindest remembrances to ISIrs. Suckling, Miss Suck- 
ling, and idl the family, not forgetting Mr. llumsey and family. 

Believe me ever your most affectionate, 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO THE REV. MR. NELSON, HTLBOROUGH. 

[Autograph, in the Nelson Enpers.] 

Agaracuiiion, Porto Espeeia, March *^rjth, 1795. 

My dear Brother, 

Although you will have read as much of our late Action 
witli the French Fleet as I can tell you, yet I know from expe- 
rieiict^ there is no pleasure ctjual to that of hearing from our 
friends at a distance, therefore I take u]) the ])en merely to say 
1 am most perfectly well, as is Josiah, and that Agamem- 
non is as ready as ever to give the French another meeting ; 
and I really believe the Convenlion will again force these 
[)eo])h^ out to fight us. Sure it is that the Enemy had no idea 
of our meeting them on the seas, if it w'as possible to have got 
into port, and so certain tvere th(,*y of our easy coiKjuest, tliat 
the Mayor and all the iMunici])ality of Bastia wer(3 on board 
the Sans Culotte to resume their Stations at that place — not 
that 1 am certain Corsica is safe, if tliey undertake the Expe- 
dition with ]iro])er spirit. The Enemy’s Fleet are ancliored in 
llieres Bay, w^here in a week or ten days wc shall bo also. 

Fortune in this late affair has favoured me in a most extra- 
ordinary manner, by gb'ing me an opportunity whicli seldom 
offers of being the only Linc-of-Battle Ship w lio got singly into 
Action on the 13th, when 1 had the honour of engaging the 
(.a Ira, absolutely large enough to take Agamemnon in her 
hold. I never saw^ such a Ship before. That Being w^ho has 

drove ou shore in Vnhniee Ray, leiv. ceii Spezia niid Lcgliorii, on tlie IStli. and it 
being iinpo. .hide to f;et her oft', m vs set on lire and destroyed. TJie particulars 
Avill be found in tbe Xarttl C/unniclc^ vol. xxxvii. p. 355. Captain Frederick and 
his Officers were (as is usual) tried by a Court-Martial for the loss of their Ship, 
but were honourably aciputted. 
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ever in a most woiidcrlul manner protected me during the 
many dangers I have encountered this war, still sliiclding 
me, and my brave Ship’s company. I cannot account for 
wliat I saw : whole broadsides within half-pistol shot missing 
my little Ship, whilst ours was in the fullest effect. The French 
Captain has paid me the highest coiiijdiinents — much more 
flattering than those of my own Fleet, as they must have been 
true. We killed on board Ca Ira on the 13th, one hundred 
and ten, whilst only seven were slightly wounded on board 
Agamemnon. On the 14th, although one of the Van-slii])s, and 
in close Action on one side and distant Action on the other for 
upwards of three hours, yet our neighbours suffered most ex- 
ceedingly, whilst we com])aratively sutfered nothing. We had 
only six men slightly wounded. Our sails were ribbons, and 
all our ropes were ends. Had our good Admiral have followed 
the blow, we should probably have done more, but tlie risk was 
thought too great. If you sec llostc’s father in your travels, 
I beg you will say what a good young man — I love him dearly, 
and both him and .Tosiah are as brave fellows as ever w’allual. 
Certain it is Agamemnon has given experience to her crew ; 
five times my Sliip has been engaged, three at sea, two against 
llastia, three Actions in boats, and two vSiegi's, ought to make 
us stand fire, but we are too far from home to be noticed. Our 
Actions are not known, beyond this country and our imme- 
diate friends. How docs Mrs. Nelson, my Aunt, and all our 
Swaflliam friends ? Is Rolxu’t Ilolfe married } ^ Rememb(;r 
me kindly to all, not forgetting Charlotte"* and my namesake.® 
Believe me ever 

Your most aflectionate brother, 

lloHATio Nkeson. 

Blenheim and Bombay Castle joined. 

8t. Fiorenzo, March 30th. — We are got here, and are fitting 
our Ships for sea, where we shall be in about one week. 

Wc are all well. 


^ ILs Coii.si: . tljo Rf^v. Rohert Rolfr, of Norwich, whom, wlicu iwiuhj tt 

IVor, lic appoiuir ' on*- of his Chnpliiiiis. 

•’ Mr. Nelson’s duii}.;hter, tho prrsiMil liiuly Bridport. 

® His son, Horatio, afUTwards Viscount Trafalgar. 
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TO THOMAS rOLLARD, ESQ., LEGHORN. 

[Autograph, in the possession of John Luxford, Esq. Indorsed, “HI Marcli, EJ 

Aganiemnoi), [/or;/.] 

My dear Sir, 

We bad a meeting yesterday to nominate Agents for our 
Prizes taken on the and the majority of Captains in tliis 
Port have nominated tlie four Admirals’ Secretaries and the 
Consul, only Captain Foley^ and myself adding you to the 
other number ; but as the Captains and Admirals can only dis- 
pose of their own Agency, 1 still hope you will be nominated 
by the Tjieutenaiits’ Class, and probably Warrant Oflicers. All 
those Classes in the Agamemnon are lor inserting your name, 
but you must know' that the majority in each Class have the 
power of nomination. I consider myself .... [/or;/] 

. . . . both by you and 

Consul, that . . . should have felt a . . . . not to 

have remembered both on the present occasion : to be sure, 
the amount with six Agents will not be much, but the compli- 
ment would have been the same ; but we shall take more, and 
I hope you will be considered. You know^ wdiat my determi- 
nation w'as respecting Agency long ago : and had I taken a 
Frigate or Man of War by myself, the Commauder-in-Chief’s 
Secretary, the Consul, and yourself, I intended to lix as 
Agents. I have thought it right to say thus much, that you 
may not for a moment suppose me ungrateful fur your many 
kindnesses to \_torn off,'] 


ro MRS. NELSON. 

[From Clarlic nud M'Arthur, vol. i. p. 

Eioroiizo, 1st April, 1705* 

I am absolutely, my dt'arcst Fanny, at this moment in the 
liorrors, feanng, from our idling here, that the active Enemy 
may semi out two ov three Sail of the Line, and some Frigates, 

* Of tlie St. Gporge, 00, nflorwaru^ Admiral Sir TUomaa Foley, G.C.B., wlio was 
Nelson s Elag-Captnin at Copculiagen. 



26 


LETTERS. 


[1795. 


to intercept our Convoy, which is inonientarily expected. In 
short, I wish to be an Admiral, and in the command of tlic 
English Elect ; I should very soon eilher do much, or be ruined. 
]\Iy disposition cannot bear tame and slow measures. Sure I 
am, had I commanded our Idoct on tlic Eith, that either the 
whole Frencli Elect would liavc^ graced my trium])h, or I should 
have been in a confounded scra 2 )e. I went on board Admiral 
Elotham as soon as our tiring grew slack in the \iu\, and the 
^'a Ira and Censeur had struck, to 2 )ro 2 )ose to him leaving our 
two cri})pled Shills, the two Prizes, and four Erigates, to 
themselves, and to ])ursiie the hinemy ; but he, much cooler^ 
than myself, said, ‘ We must be contented, we have done 
^ cry well.’ Now, had we taken ten Sail, and had allowed the 
eleventh to esca})e, when it had been possible to have got at 
her, 1 could never have called it well doin', (loodall backed 
me; I got him to write to the Admiral, but it would not d(> : 
w’e should have had such a day, as I believt) the Annals of 
England never produced. I verily think if the Admiral can 
get hold of them once more, and he does but g('t us close 
enough, that we shall have the wholi' Eka't. Nhahing can 
sto}) the courage of English s(‘amen. 

1 may venture to tell }on, but as ascend, that I ]Kn(! a Mis- 
tress given to me, no less a Personage than the (loddess Pel- 
Iona; so say the Erench verses made on ni(‘, and in them I 
am so covered with laurels, that you would hardly iind iny 
sallow' face. At one jicriod 1 am ‘ the dear Nhdson,’ ‘ tin* 
amiable Nelson,’ ‘ tla^ iiery Nelson howv'vcr nonsensical 
these expressions are, tiny arc better than censure, and wi' art' 
all siil)ject and o])en to llattery. J’he f'rcuch Admiral is to be 
tried, and some of tin'. Ca]>tains are under arn'sf : it is re- 
])orted that the Captain of the Sans Cidotle has rim awaiy. 
Idle Toiih'in^se will not alh)w the En'ucli Elect to enter their port, 
but make them remain in Ilic'res Pay, telling tln'iii, ‘do get 
out and execute their former orders, oriu'ver to enter the ])orts 
of the l b [>ublic ’ They were very much alarmed in Corsica 
at the appearance of the Enemy’.s Elect. vSo certain w ere the 

* ‘1 ruin fifiu -," Sir Williiim I ianiillo]), in n L» iu?r to Nrlsoi., 

“r<'rcoi\<i Unit lay old liinul, llotlnini, is not quite uwakf; cnoiiRlj j'ur such a coin 
nifiud as that of tlio British Mort in tliu Modih;muicaij, although ho is the Ik*m 
creature imagiuat ' — /S'oM//<ry’s Li/c of Nelson. 
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French of defeating us, that the Mayor and all the Munici- 
pality of Bastia were on board the Sans Culotte, to resume 
their Stations. 

Yours, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 

TO THE IIIGIIT HONOHllABLE SIR GILBERT ELLIOT, BART., 
VICEROY OF CORSICA. 

[Autogrn]»li, in tlic Minto Papers.] 

Againenmoii, St. Fiorciizo, April Titli, 170.'). 

My dear Sir, 

Our wurtliy young man, Lieutenant George Andrews,^ has 
received letters from his friend in England, who recommended 
lum to Mr. Pelham, and was the cause of Mr. Pelham’s reconi- 
mendation of liiiii to you, tliat Lord Spencer had been spoken 
to, and that it was jwobable he would be recommended to 
Admiral Hothain, which, if it was to give him the first vacancy, 
might be well ; but if at this time, to go youngest into the 
Britannia, the ])ros})ect of ])romotion is too distant even for 
hoj^c. ]\lr. Andrews is fearful that Mr. Pelham, not knowing 
your inability to serve him in this Country, should sn]>posethat 
lu; had not merited your notice. lie recpiests, therefore, if, 
from what you liave heard ofhim, you think him wortliy of your 
interest, that you will write Mr. Pelham that it has been want 
of ability and not want of inclination. You know my oj)inion 
of Mr. Andrews too well to render it necessary for me to speak 
again of his merits, but I must add, that if the conduct of the 
Agamemnon on the 13th was by any means the cause of our 
success on the llth, that Lieutenant Andrews lias a jirincipal 
share in tlie merit, for a more pro])er ojiiiiion was never given 
by an Oflicer than the on*‘ he gave mo on the 13th, in a situa- 
tion of great difliculty. 

Believe me, dear Sir, 

Your most faithful, humble servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 

* Vide Y(»l. i. p. 01. Sino»! tlic pj.idiciUioii of llie First Volume, (to whicii tliis 
Note would propn-ly holoiig,) it has been asrortaiiu'd tliat the Aliss Andrews to 
whom Nelson was attacluMl in 17S;t, imirried, first, a clergyman of the mime of 
Farror ; and second, Colonel Warm*, of the East India Company’s Service, and died 
a few yoirs ago. 



28 


LETTKRS. 


[1795, 


TO TlJE IlIGIIT IlOiVOURABLK SlU GITBEUT ELLIOT, DART., 
VICEUOY OF CORSICA. 


[Aiilogvapli, in the Miiito Tapers.] 


April 8tli, l7Uj. 


My clear Sir, 

Mr. Andrews is niucli obliged by your kind intentions to- 
wards liiin, and I yet hope to seeliiin a Captain before the con- 
clusion of the war. 1 trust and sincerely hope we sliall very soon 
see liord Hood : ^ it is said wc arc to sail to-niorrow ; 1 hope 
it is so, and that we shall intercc))t these Shi])s said to be 
cruising on the coast of Spain. My h'ttcrs 1 took the liberty 
of sending to Bastia by the OlFicer who escorted over the 
French Officers first landed, and I shall beg leave to trouble 
you to order them tube sent to Mr. Udney,^ to go by ]>ost from 
Leghorn. 

Believe me, dear Sir, witli the greatest respect, 

Your most faithful servant, 

lIoiiATio Nelson. 


Ilb Excclloni'y the Vieeroy. 


TO MRS. MCLSOX. 

I From C'larkc and M'Aithiir, vol. i. p. ’20''.] 

St. I'iorrn/o. Thh April, I'h.*). 

Rost assured, my dear Imnny, you are never absent from my 
thoughts. — If the folks will give me the Colonelcy of Marint's,’’ 

’ Lord llood,^^h^le lying sit Spithead with a sinsill Sqnsidvon, nhontto resnine the 
command in the Mcdifcrrmican, tiiought if his dsity to remonstrate strongly with 
the Admiralty on the inadequacy of tin; force on that Station. His eorre- 
sj»ondenec proving iin<atisfactorv, he was, on the vind of .May, most nm-xpectedly 
ordered to strike his Flag, which was never again hoisted. Admiral Sir .lohn 
Jervis, K.B., was appointed to succeed him, and he sailed in the Lively Frigate, on 
the 11th (if November, ITn.*), 

* Tin* Fiitrli-^li Consul at Leghorn. 

^ t.’oloneh i* s of Manne.s wen* then conferred tipou three, and a/lfenviirds upon 
four, old Post ( pjitaiiis, and were, in fact, honourulde hiiicenrrs, whi(;h (hey reliu- 
qnished on ohiiiinir.g their Flags. One Adniirnl was also a (leneral, another a 
Lieiitenant-Oeneral, and a third a Major-General of Marines. 'I'liese npjiointments 
were discontinued a few years ago, and “ Good Service Tension.s” NuhstitntcM for 
them. The only Naval officer now Jiolding a Marine commission, is Admiral Sir 
George Cockburti, G.C.I5., who was made a Major-General in Aj»ril 1H‘>1. 
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I shall be satisfied ; but I fear my interest is not equal to get 
it : although I will never allow that any man whatever has a 
claim superior to myself.® We have just got the thanks of the 
Corsican ^ Parliament and Viceroy, for our gallant and good 
conduct on the 13th and 14th day of March, which they say, 
and truly, lias saved them from an invasion. The Viceroy’s 
jirivate letter to me has a very flattering compliment, that 
cannot but be pleasing to you : ‘ I certainly consider the busi- 
ness of the 13di of March as a very capital feature in the late 
successful contest with the French Fleet ; and the part which 
the Agamemnon had in it must be felt by every one to be one 
of the circumstances that gave lustre to this event, and rendered 
it not only useful, but peculiarly honourable to the British 
Arms. I need not assure you of the pleasure with which I 
constantly see your name foremost in everything that is credit- 
able and servicciahle; nor of my sincere regard and affection.’ 

So far, all hands agree in giving me those })raises,* which 
cannot but be comfortable to me to the last moment of my 
life. The time of my being left out here by lord Hood, I may 
call well s])ent ; had I been absent, how mortified should I 
now be. What has hajipenod may never happen to any one 
again, that only one Shij) of the lane out of fourteen, should 
get into Action with the French Fleet, and for so long a time 
as two hours and a half, and with such a Ship as the CJa Ira. 
Had I been supported, I should certainly have brought the 

® C apt uiii Nelson was llicn within forty-six of the top of the list of Post Captains, 
and lie here compares his own ser\ices with those of the Captains who stood above 
him. 

’ Dated ISrareh ‘^-Ith, I’i !)•*). “ All his Majestv’s faithful subjects in this Kingdom 

acknowledge, on this successful oeeasion, the powerful muuiliceiice of the King, and 
that they are in a similar degree sensible of the signal merits of llie Viee Admiral. 
Resolved that the 'I'lianks of tJie llouse, &c. Signed, Ciialferi, President. JMuselli, 
Secretarv." — Clurko ami McArthur. 

” 'I'he i)ruises which arc always dearest to a son’s heart — those of his father — 
\Yeve conveyed to him in a lett»'r from Hath, on the oth of May, 1705. — “ 1 can now, 
my dear Horatio, address you in the lunguago of onr University, Hcnc ct ajttiniv 
freisti, and 1 do most heartily rejoice a* your acquisition of a fresli, never-fading 
Jaurel, obtained in a consciousness vf having’ disebarg^ed tlie duties of your station, 
and by a religious sense of that over-j :.liiig Providence who inaketh all things work 
togellier for good to those wlio km Him. It is said with confidence, that Lord 
Hood will not go to the Mediterrauean : having n'aelu'd St. Helen’s, lio is returned 
to Spithciul. Tliis is the news of the day. (iod bless you ! Farewell .’ — Clarlcr 
and AVArlhur, vol. i. p. 'dlO, 
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Sans Culottes to battle, a most glorious ])rospcct, A brave 
man runs no more risk than a coward, and Agamemnon to a 
miracle has suilered scarcely anything: three or four of our 
wounded are dead, the others are in a fair way of doing well. 
We have got accounts of the French Fleet, the troops are 
landed, and their Expedition is given up ; tlu; Ships have 
suffered much, many at this time are shifting their masts. Our 
Fleet was never in better order. My kindest remembrances 
to my father. 

Yours, &c. 

lIoiiATio Nelsox. 

72633 

TO THE RKiHT HONOURABl.E SIR GILBERT ELLIOT, RART., 
VICEROY OF CORSICA. 

[Autograph, in the Mimo .Tapors.l 

Agamemnon, April Rhli, 1 <!).*). 

Dear Sir, 

From the present prospect of aflaivs, It is not iin])ossibl(i that 
an attack may be made on tliis Island ; and should Admiral 
Hotham judge it most advisalde to nmiaiu at anchoi to assist 
ill the defence of it, 1 beg leave, should no other ])(‘rson be 
judged more jiropcr, to offer myself for the cr>nimand of such 
seamen as might be judged ]>ro])er to ])r. landi'd. Believe me, 
dear Sir, ever, but never more than in a time like the prestmt, 

Yours most faithfully, 

J[oiiATio Nelson. 

Tli^} Exoollcncy the Viecroy. 


TO IJIS ROYAL HIGHNESS THE DUKE OF CLARENCE. 

[From Clarke and M*iVriliur, vol. i. p. JiOL J 

St. Fiorenzo, lOtli April, ITOri. 

Sir, 

The arrival of a reinforcement from Brest, at Toulon, of six 
Sail of the Line, two Frigates, and two (hitters,® lias, for the 
present moment, rather altered the comjilexion of affairs in 


* Uiidor Ilea’ Admiral ilcnaudin: (hey arrived at Toulon on the 4tli of April. 
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this Country ; but I have no doubt Aduiinistration lias taken 
care to send us at least an eciiial number of Shijis, although 
unfortunately they are not yet arrived. The Enemy have now 
actually ready to sail froni Toulon Iwonty Sail of the Line, 
and two >Sail of the Line are launched, and vdll be ready in 
fourteen days from this date. We have ready for sea, and in 
])erfect good order, fourteen Sail of the Jane; live Three- 
deckers, six Seventy-fours, and two Sixty-fours, l^niglish, om? 
Sinenty-four Neapolitan. The Courageux is simt for from 
Lcgliorn,‘ and will be ready in about three weeks, as will the 
Censeur, who is to b(^ manned, if necessary, to light the Enemy, 
superior as they are, out of the Frigates ; so that wc shall be 
sixteen Sail of tlm Jane, a force by no means possible for the 
Enemy to injure. The latii Captain ol‘ the Vengeur com- 
mands the Ships from Brest, and all our prisoners told us of 
this reiuforccmonl ; but it was not thought right to believe 
them. Should tluj attempts of the iMiemy be against this 
Island, I have no doubt but they will fail, ])rovided the Cor- 
sicans are true to tlu'ir country ; a doctrine and practices, I 
own, not nuH^li in fashion in the present day : but 1 believe 
the Corsicans are not y(^t civilized enough to ado})! the con- 
trary ; they love their country. I own myself to be rather of 
opinion, that the attem])t of the Enemy will be against Italy ; 
their Fleet to anchor in Telamon Bay, and their troops to 
land at Orbitella, about sixty-live miles from Home, just on 
the frontiers of the Tuscan Dominions. May health and every 
blessing attend your Ibiyal Highness. 

I am, &c. 

Horatio Nklsox. 


TO MLS royal highness the duke of clarence. 

[From CLulvfi ainl M‘.Vrtlinr, vol. i. p. ‘-iOS.] 

Aganimniioii, as Sen, off Cape Corse, 2-lih April, 17ar). 

Sir, 

Wg sailed a week past from Fiorenzo, and are to call off 
Minorca, to know w'liat our fvllies, the Spaniards, intend to do 
with twenty-one Sail of the Line, which arc lying in Mahon. 

* Where she remained to repair lae d.;mages sustaiued on the 14 th of March. 
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Contrary winds have kept us Jierc, and every moment we ex- 
pect tlie Enemy’s Fleet to heave in siglit. We are thirteen 
English Sail of the Line, and two Neapolitan seventy-fours, 
one of which joined this morning; and, 1 am sorry to say, was 
matter of exultation to an 1 'niglish Fleet : the Courageux is not 
yet ready to join us. 

I hope, and believe, if we only get three Sail from England, 
that we shall ]>revont tliis Fleet of tlu; hhicmy from doing 
further service in the JMediterranean, notwithstanding the red- 
hot shot and combustibles, of which they have had a fair trial, 
and found them useless. They believed that we should give 
them no (piartcr ; and it was with some difficulty we found the 
combustibles, which are fixed in a skeleton like a carcass ; 
they turn into a liquid, and water will not extinguish it. They 
say the Convention sent them from Paris, but that they did 
not use any of them, only hot shot. 

I am, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO THE REV. jMR. NELSON, BATH. 

[Aiitograiih, in the Nelson Piipers.] 

Againeiiinon, at Sea, Ain-il 1700. 

My dear Father, 

I received your letter of March 20th, several days ])ast, 
therefore 1 hope tlie channel of communication is again open, 
and that you will more frequently hear of us tlian of late. 
We are ])roceeding to look out for liord Hood, for although T 
have doul)ts that the Enemy, superior as tlu^y are, could make 
any impression iijion an Engli.sh Fh'ct of our nund)ers, how - 
tiver, all must wish to have that force as almost to make a > ic- 
tory on our sidt; certain. AVhat the new Lords of the Admi- 
ralty arti after, to allow such a reinforceiiKmt to g('t out liere, 
surprises us all. Lord Chatham did better than this sleeping. 
Nothing this war has ever been halt* so badly managed as we 
find the new Admiralty. As I write you, and the signal is 
just throw n oul Jbr a Sliij) to go to TiCghorn, I shall not write 
Mvs. Nelson tliis day. After this campaign we must have 
peace at all events : next autumn sliall carry me to England. 
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I hope my brotlicr will like his purchase, and that it will be 
for the mutual benefit of all parties concerned. AVe are in 
want of news, and anxious to licar of Lord Hood’s sailing from 
England. Remember me with the siiiccrest affection to my 
dear wife, and say Josiali is very well, and a very good boy. 
lloste, Mather i^ead, &c., are all well. Believe me, 

Ever your most dutiful son, 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO WILLIAM Sl^CKLTNG, ESQ. 

[FiDia “ The AlljeuaMnn.”j 

AjjMiiieinnoii, ut Sen, April ^Ith, 110'). 

My dear Sir, 

A signal is just made, signifying that a Frigate will be sent 
to Ijc'ghoni this afternoon ; therefore, I cannot allow her to 
leave us without writing you a line to sa>' we are yet in being, 
and not swallowed up by the French. 

Wv arc put to sea, not only as being more honourable, but 
also as much safer, than skulking in Port : nor do I think that 
onr small Fleet would be a very easy conquest ; but our zeal 
does not in the least justify the gross neglect of the new Ad- 
miralty Board. Lord Chatham was ])orhaps bad : in this 
Fleet we find, from woful experience, that this is ten times 
worse. Our Merchants are ruined for want of Convoy, which 
it has never been in our j)ower to grant them. Had not our 
late Action proved more distressing to the Jhiemy than the 
Admiralty had any right to suppose, we should before this 
time have been driven out of the Mediterranean. J^iVery 
moment I expect to sei^ the Enemy’s Fleet; for they must be 
as badly managed as ourselves, if they do not embrace the 
])resent favourable moment for any enterprise they may have 
in their heads. AVe lio])e soon to see' liord Hood, or some 
small reinforcement : the junction of a single Neapolitan Ship 
of the Line has this morning been to the English J'leet abso- 
lutely matter for exultation — st* much neglected and forgotten 


* Apparently Wjlliiiin iMulhcr, who wu. mode a Lieutenant in an«l ilieil a 

Post Captain. 

VOL. II. n 
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are we at home. However, after all my complaints, I have no 
doubt but, if we can get close to the Enemy, we shall defeat 
any plan of theirs ; but we ought to have our ideas beyond 
mere defensive measures. 

Pray forward the enclosed to Batli ; and remember me most 
kindly to Mrs. Suckling, Miss Suckling, every part of the 
family, and our friends at Hampstead, whom, next October 
I hope to see as cheerful as ever. Believe me. 

My dear Sir, your much obliged and aflectionaU; 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO MRS. NELSON. 

[From Clftrke aiul M‘Arlhur, vol. i. \). ‘iOO,"] 

Legliorn, *2Sth April, 170o. 

We have been trying these ten days past to gt't to the 
westward, to join our expectcal reinforcomeiits from England; 
but the winds liave been so contrary that wo every day lost 
ground. Yesterday, to our sur})rise, our Storeshi])s and Vic- 
tuallers from Gibraltar aiTi\od in tlie I'leet : their esca])o from 
the Enemy has been wonderful, and, had we lost them, our 
game was u]) here. This f sup])ose has induced tlie Admiral 
to bear up for tliis place, and by it we shall gc^t the Couragiuix 
ready for sea. 

Yours, &c., 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO WILLIAM LOCKER, ESQ. I,IEL TEXA \T-C;OVEU\()R Ol- 
CUEEXWK’fl IIOSPITAI. 

rAiito«napl», in Uk- Lockm- I’ajxMs. ^ 

AgaiiK-mmm, la-f-honi, May 4fh, 

My dear Friend, 

We have been here a whoh! w(iek, expecting every hour to 
hear soiiieijiiug fn/iu England, but nothing comes to us, neither 
messenger, iu,r post ; surely the ))eoj)le at honu* have (brgot us. 
liio Admiral li.is not tlie scratcJi o/ a pen for a month past; 
no icinforceincnts arrived, nor have we heard of (lieir having 
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sailed, and yet the six Ships of the Enemy left Brest last 
December with the Grand Fleet, and have been ariived six 
weeks in Toulon harbour ; and but fortunately we so much 
crii)pled the masts of the Enemy in the Action, we should have 
been left here in a very inferior state. The King of Naples 
has sent us one more Seventy-four, and the Courageux will be 
finished to-morrow, or we should only have fourteen Sail of 
the liine to twenty, now we shall be sixteen — fourteen English, 
two Neapolitans. But if, as rcj)ortcd by the French Minister 
at Genoa, that the preliminaries of jieacc are actually signed 
with S})ain,® we shall of course lose our Naples friends, which 
will, in our present state, be a very hea\ y stroke upon us ; for 
our Minister at Naples tells us, ‘ as do Spain, so do Naples.’ 
Reports of tlie day say, that the French Fleet sailed on the 
1st of May from Toulon, eighteen or twenty Sail of the Line ; 
we shall hear more, if it is true, in twenty-four hours : if only 
the former, I have no doubts but we shall obtain a complete 
victory ; if tlu^ latter, we cannot expect it ; and what is worse, 
a battle without a complete victory is destruction to us, for wc 
cannot got anotlior mast this side CJibraltar : but Rrovidence 
will, 1 trust, order all for the best. Wc are likely to get an 
exchange of prisoners ; and A’esscls are ready to sail from 
Toulon with English, who are to be exchanged at this place ; 
we sail certainly from here on Friday the 8th, even should 
the Fren(;h Fleet be still in port, and are to proc(?cd to the 
westward to look for Lord Hood, or some rc’inforcemcnts. 

You mention your son John having wrote me a letter ; I am 
sorry never to have received it. Pray remember me kindly to 
him and William, with the rest of the family. Admiral liotham is 
very well, but I believe lu'artily tired of his temporary command ; 
nor do I think he is intended by nature for a C’ommandcr-in- 
Chief, which requires a man of more active turn of mind. 
When I am to see England, God knows ! I have in the present 
situation of aflliirs dctc’rmined on staying liere till the autumn, 
or another Action takes place, when all active service will pro- 
bably be over, in these seas. Remember me to our Naval 
fiiends, or such others as impiire. after me. 1 Hatter myself, if 


* Tho Treaty of IViioe hetwoeii ITance aiul Spain was signed at Drussels oji tl)e 
j3‘>nd of July, 



86 


LETTERS. 


[ 1795 . 


the promotion of Flags comes very soon, 1 shall stand a fair 
chance for the Marines;^ if services this War may be allowed 
a claim, I may stand to a certainty. One hundred and ten 
days I have been actually engaged at Sea and on shore 
against the Enemy ; three Actions against Ships, two against 
Bastia, in my Ship, four Boat Actions, and two Milages taken, 
and twelve Sail of Vessels burned. I don’t know any one lias 
done more, and I have had the comfort to be ever applavded 
by my Coinmander-iii-Cliief, but never rewarded; and what 
is more, mortifying, for services in which I have been slightly 
wounded, others have been praised, who at the time were 
actually in bed, hir from the scene of Action. But we shall, I 
hope, talk my opinion of men and measures over the lire next 
winter at Greenwich. Believe me ever. 

Your obliged and affectionate 

llouATio Nelson. 

JO WJLLJAAJ Sl'CKrjNG, KSQ. 
rFiniii Tin* AtljtMmniia.’ J 

ALiy Ith, 

]\ry dear Sir, 

Here we have been exactly one week, and can hear no 
accounts from England, nor have we for upwards of three 
w(*eks past. It is (‘xtraordinary that neither nuissenger nor 
]K)st should arrive ; but the great folks at home forget us at a 
distance. We hear nothing of our reinforcements, and yet 
six Sail of tlie JMiemy havt; arrived u])wards of five weeks at 
Toulon. Fortunately for us, we so much damaged the masts 
of tlie Fleet in the last Action, that they have not hitherto been 
able to get their Fleet to sea before ours has been comjdetelv 
refitted, llcports of this day say that the lYench are sailed 
iiom Toulon with eighteen or twenty Sail of the Line : if only 
tlie former, w(^ shall be very hai)])y to meet thmn, and 1 doubt 
not of obtaiiiing a complete \’ictory : if th(» latter, we shall 
come to no harm, but cannot, in the common course of events, 
('X])cct any success against such a gi*eat su})eriority : fourteen 

* llio Colonel* V >f the Cluitluim Division of Muriiu's, which ho ohtaiiicil on tin* 
CnnnoLion of I'l,,.., , ,, the 1st of .luno followinjf, when he heciinie the seventli on 
the list of Captiiins. 
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]'higlish, and two Neapolitans, is our force. We arc waiting 
impatiently for more authentic accounts, which twenty-four 
hours will certainly give us. 

What can the new Board of Admiralty be after } Ilotham 
is very much displeased with them, and certainly with reason. 
These Ships left Brest in December last with the French Grand 
Fleet : had the Fleet at Toulon only waited for this reinforce- 
ment, what a state we should have been in ! at this time most 
probably have lost Corsica, and the French would certainly 
have been at Home, and our Fleet retired in disgrace. Provi- 
dence has ordered it otherwise, and every scheme of the 
Fiiiomy has liitherto been defeated in tliis Country; and I lio])c 
will continue so, for it cannot l)e very long before Tiord Hood 
arrives. 

The l^iiieiny Iku c a great many small Ihivateers at sea, and 
many of our Merchant- ships are taken : one from Zante to 
London has just bi'en brought in by a row-boat PiL ateer, and, 
to tlie westward, great numbers are carried into Marseilles and 
Toulon. AVe an; just on the eve of an exchange of jn’isoners ; 
tlire(' Vessels, full of English, being ready to sail from Toulon 
for this ])lace, where the exchange is to be made : they will be 
of very grc'at use to our weak Meet. Tlie Frencli Minister at 
Genoa lias givcui out that the jireliminaries of ])eace with Sjiain 
are signed — if so, I sujiposc it is the same witli Naples, and 
we shall lose our two Sail of the lane, which will be a heavy 
stroke upon us at the present moment. 

Pray remember nu^ kindly to Mrs. Suckling, Miss Suckling, 
and family, also at Ilanijistead ; and believe me lu er 
Your most atlectioiiate and obliged 

Horatio Nelson. 

I liave not written to INIrs. Nelson by this post. 


TO 

[Erom the “ European Magazine.’' vol xlix. p. lOl.] 

J.egliorii, Mny r)tli, J/UO. 

My dear Sir, 

Pray be so good as to send the enclosed to Mr. AVilliams i 
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it is just to say that 1 expect his soii^ here every day in a 
Cartel from Toulon, to be exchanged for the people taken in 
our Prizes. We expect the French Fleet to be at sea every 
hour. 

1 am, dear Sir, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 

If any of my old friends in the Office recollect me, pray 
remember me to them. 


TO DANIEL WILLIAMS, ESQ. 
ill the possession of Williiim Upcott, Esq. Viile p. 0, ante.] 


Againeniiioii, Leghorn, May 0th, 17 

Dear Sir, 

The last time I was here, the neutrality of Tuscany being 
but just settled, I could not send to your son the £‘20, which 
you desired, and which 1 should, had it been possible, liavc 
had the greatest satisfaction in sending ; and at this time three 
Cartels arc expected from Toulon [with] sick prisoners ; 
amongst whom 1 hojie, and have little doubt, is your son. 1 
therefore have not sent the money, but have desired Mr. Udney, 
the Consul, to advance him £20 immediately on his arrival, to 
get liini those things wliich he must want ; and assure you 1 
shall, with his other friends, be very glad to see him. 1 tliink 
that this account of your son will be acceptable. 

1 am, dear Sir, &c. 


Horatio Nelson. 

1 beg my compliments to Mr. Prestwood. 


TO THOMAS POLLARD, ESQ. F.EfiHOHN. 
l Auiogittpl), in the possesision (*f John Luxfonl, Jlsq. ; 

May ‘->‘^11(1, 

Dear l\)llardj 

I should ]ja\ V liked to have heard by La Flcche, who joined 
yesterday, that you were quite recovered, but 1 hope you are. 

® Vjtle p. (.), ant*'. 

* Lu t’leche, 11, Captain Gore, afterwards Vice Admiral Sir John Gore, K.C.l). 
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We ai’c waiting off Minorque, doing nothing, waiting for Lord 
Hood, and with continued foul winds for his I^ordsbip, from 
the day of our sailing from Leghorn : the moment he arrives we 
shall be off for Toulon, and only have to hope we shall fall in 
with tlie Enemy’s Fleet before they do any harm, for I must 
believe they are at sea. We chase nothing, although we see 
many A\'ssels who may be French for aught we can tell. Pray 
send the enclosed and let me hear from you, and if possible 
send me a newspaper. 

Believe me ever your obliged 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO MRS. NELSON. 

[From Clarke and M‘iVrtliur, vol. i. p. ‘410.] 

Off Minorca, ‘40tli May, [to June 15tb,] 1705. 

As yet we have no accounts of Lord Hood’s having actually 
sailed from St. Helen’s : and what they can mean by sending 
him with only five Sail of the Line, is truly astonishing ; but 
all men are alike, and we in this Country do not find any 
amendment, or alteration, from the old Board of Atlniiralty. 
Tliey should know that half tlic Ships in this Fleet require to 
go to I'higland, and that long ago they ought to have rein- 
forced us. At this moment oiu operations are at a stand, for 
want of Shi])s to siqiport the Austrians in getting possession of 
the 8ea-coast of the King of Sardinia; and behold, our 
Admiral does not feel himself equal to shew himself, much less 
to give assistance in their operations. 

June 7th. — We have been ofl’ here very nearly a month, ex- 
pecting lirst liord Hood, then Admiral Dickson. We have 
lost much by Lord Hood’s going to England, and much 
more, probably, by his not returning. 

June loth. — Yesterday, Admiral Man^ joined us, witli a 
Squadron from England. Lord Hood enclosed me a copy of 
a letter from Lord Spencer about me, acknowledging my pre- 


’ Robert Man, Rear Admiral of the UUic, whose Flag was flyiug iu the CuiU' 
berlaud, 74, Captaiu Bartholomew Samui-i Rowley. The Sftuadrou consisted of 
®evcn Sail of the Line. 
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tensions to favour and distinction, ^^llen proi)er opportunities 
offer. This letter was written before the account of our Action 
had arrived ; that may throw an additional weight into the scale 
for me. However, J liope to save my pay, wiiich, with a little 
addition, will buy us a very small cottage, where 1 shall be as 
hapj)y as in a house as large as llolkham. 

Yours, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO THOMAS POLLARD, ESQ. LEGHORN. 
[Aiilogvnpli, ill the possession of .lolin Luxfonl, Esq. j 


Miiy nno. 

-Dear Vollard, 

Pray be so good as to forward the enclosed for me. 1 sin- 
cerely hope you are quite recovered. T hear Jrom a man in 
the Fleet, who joined the fleet by lia Flechc, tliat in tlie Post 
Office are lying three letters for me ; be so kind as to impiii'o 
[and get] hold of them. The Argo^joined yesterday, but none 
of us, excc])t the Admiral, has any communication with lier, 
therefore we are ignorant if she has any letters for us. I wrote 
you by La Flechc. 

flelieve me, ever yours truly, 

Horatio Nelson. 


If any opportunity offers, you will be so good as to order 
me some gi*een almonds, and whatever else will keej) : all will 
be acceptable. 


TO WILLIAM SUCKLING, ESQ. 

[From “Tne At.hcn 0 eiim.”j 

•Inno 7th, off rort Million. 

My dear Sir, 

1 have really not a moment to say, ‘ pray send the enclosed 
to Mrs. Nelson, as probably she has left Bath.’ No reinforce- 
ments, mjr <Ii> wo hear of any arriving, yet in the Mcditer- 


‘ Tlic .Ugo, U, c„pi,u,i Jtichiu'd Iluudell Burgess, who wax Mu in command 
ol the .vnlcut, at Cainpordown 
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ranean.® The French have not yet sailed IVoin Toulon, but all 
ready — twenty-one Sail of the Line, thirteen Frigates. Truly 
sorry am I that Lord Hood does not command us: he is a 
great Officer ; and were he here, we should not now be skidk- 
ing. With kindest remembrances, believe me 

Your afiectionate 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO THE RIGHT ilON. WILLIAM WINDHAM, SECRETARY AT WAR. 
[Autogi'Hpli (Irauglit, in tlie Nelson Piipers.] 


sih .June, 

Sir, 

I have been in waiting for I^ord Hood’s arrival in tliesc seas, 
that his Lordship might have supported my application for an 
allowance, whicli I l)eliev(', from my great length of service on 
shore, will be considered as just. 

1 was landed on the 4tli of A])ril, [1794,] to command tlic 
seamen assisting in tlie reduction of Ihistia, and remained in 
that Command till every cannon and store was embarked for 
the siege of Calvi, which was the 6th of June, [1794.] IJetween 
tliat day and the lOth, I went in tlie Command of my Ship 
with Lord Hood in search of the French Squadron then at sea, 
which got into Gouijcan Bay, when Lord Hood sent me to 
cany on the ex])(‘dition in concert with General Stuart against 
Calvi. 1 embarked the Troojis &c. from Bastia, and landed 
with tliem and a number of seamen under my Command on 
the 19th of June, and served on shore until the surrender of 
thewplace ; and on the 12th of August, I embarked by order of 
Lord Hood with the seamen, and sailed from Cab i so soon as 
I had, in obedience to my orders from his Lordship, embarked 
the garrison for Toulon. I trust I do not ask an improper 
thing when I request that the same allowance may be made to 
me as would be made to a land Officer of my rank, which, 
situated as T was, would have been that of a Brigadier General, 
or my additional expenses paid me. 


® The reiiifoiccniciit arrived on the I till of June. Vide p. 30, ante. 
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I liavci stated 1113^ case, Sir, plainly, and leave it to your 
wisdom to act in it as is proper.^ 

I am, Sir, See. 

Hokatio Nelson. 

[The followiag pavugniph also occurs ou the same draught, hut it is not certain 
that it formed part of the letter itself : — 3 

This is my case, wliicli I have stated plainly, and have only 
to retpicst tlial the same allowaiico mav be made to me as would 
have been to a Land Olliccr of ecpial rank, which I under- 
stand is that of Brigadier General, the same as Sir lloger 
Curtis had at Gibraltar. 

TO THE REV. MR. NELSON, lilLBOROUGH. 

[Autograph, iii the Xelsou Papers.] 

•luiie 8th, 170.’), off the Inland of Mmortine, 

M)’ dear Brother, 

We have been cruising otf here lor a long inontli, every ino- 
lueiit in expectation ol’ reinforcements from Jhigland. Our 
liopes arc now' entirely dwindled away, and I give u]) all ex- 
pectation : tlien coiiie.s accounts of Lord Hood’s resignation.® 
Oh, miserable Board of Admiralty ! They have forced the 
first Officer in our Service away from his command. The 
late Board may have lost a few Merchant-vessels by their 
neglect : this Board lias risked a whole Fleet of j\Icn-of-War. 
Great good fortune has hitherto saved us, what none in tliis 
Fleet could have exjiected for so long a time. Near two 
months we have been skulking from them. Had they not got 
so much cut up ou tlie 14 th of March, Corsica, Rome, and 
Naples would, at tliis moment, have been in tlieir jiossession, 
and ma}' yet, if these people^ do not make haste to lielp us. J 
am out of* spirits, although never better in health. With 
kindest regards to Mrs. Nelson and* my Aunt, believe me 
ever 

Your most aflectioiiatc brotlier, 

Horatio Nelson. 

‘ He was by Mr. VVindluim, on the of July, 17U0, in reply to Ibis 

letter, “ 'that no | .iv has ever been ishiied under the direction, or to the knowledge of 
tins OlTice. to Ollii:^! of the Navy serving with the Anny on shore iji 
the Nek on Papers, 

* Vide p. ante. 


The Admiralty. 
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TO THOMAS POI.LARD, ESQ. 

[Autograpli, in the i)ossesaion of Joaiah French, Esq.] 

June 8th, 1790. 

Dear Pollard, 

Be so good as to send the inclosed as directed, and you 
will pay forty zeehins on the 1st of July, as by my order sent 
this day ; but before that I hope we shall have defeated the 
Enemy’s Fleet, and I shall be at Leghorn. 

Believe me ever your obliged 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO WILLIAM LOCKER, ESQ., LIEUT.-GOVERNOR, ROYAL 
HOSPITAL, GREENWICH!. 

[Autognipli, in the Lock<*r Ptipers.] 

Oil’ Minorca, June l8th, 17 00. 

My dear Friend, 

1 received your kind letter of April 15, on the 14th of June, 
when Adiniral Man joined, and my friend Williams yesterday, 
with a book, by iVIr. Summers,^ wlio I sliall be glad to be 
attentive to. Great eltanges have taken j>lace in this Fleet, 
and more are on the eve of taking ]>]aee, as tlic Admiral 
expects a messenger every day, with the account of the ])romo- 
tion of several Ca})tains here : perha])s the Admiralty may 
eonimission me for some 81iip here ; if so, provided they give 
me the Marines, I shall feel myself bound to take her, much 
as 1 object to serving anothi'r winter cam])aign without a little 
rest. We are now' waiting for the Gonvoy’s arrival from 
Gibraltar, and as the winds liang easterly, they may be some 
time before they arrive. The Frencli say they will tight us 
again, provided we are not more than tw'o or three Ships supe- 
rior; 1 can hardly believe they are such fools : pray God they 
may ! All is squabbl(‘s at Toulon, one i>arty in possession of 
the great Fort, Le Maigue, tJu* .tacobins of the Arsenal and 
Town. The Fleet came to sea for two days, but ai*e gone back, 
and joined the Jacobins ; the Vustiians and Piedmontese are 

^ Mr. James Summers, wlio was lUiulc u Lieiitenaut iu the following yew. 
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waiting only for our getting to tlie eastward to take Vado Bay, 
whicli will be a fine anchorage for us. We have our wants and 
our wishes in the Fleet ; but, upon the whole, I believe we arc 
much more comfortable than the Home Fleet, and our people 
very healthy ; the scurvy not known ; we eat very little salt 
meat. From the little I have seen of Mr. CharnockV book, 1 
think it a good thing. It will perpetuate the name of many a 
brave Oflicer whose services would be forgot. I intend to send 
[by] the Argo, or one of the Ships of the Convoy, your 
quarter-cask of sherry, but how it is to be got from Portsmouth 
to Greenwich is the greatest difficulty. 1 shall keep this letter 
open till I liear of a Vessel going to JiOghorn ; but our Admiral 
gives us but very little notice. 

June lOth. — Mr. Summers is recommended by Lord Hood 
to Admiral Hotham, and Holloway has put your good wishes 
for the young man against his name ; and lie will certainly be 
very soon made a Lieutenant. 

June i20th. — A X'essel going to Leghorn, no Convoy in sight. 
With kindest lemembrance to your family, and Mr. Bradley, 
believe me ever your 

Most obliged, atlectioiiati^ 

Horatio Nelson. 

Hotham desires his compliments. 


TO WILLIAM SrCKLIXt;, KSQ, 

• ITom “Tilt* AtlifiUFiim. 

Oir Minorm, .luno “Otli, I'C.ITi. 

M.y dear Sir, 

I am almost afraid that, by the new regulations of post, I 
may be wrong to send you an enclosure : if so, will you Iiave 
the goodness to tell me ? Our reinforcements of Meii-of- War 
joined us on the 14th ; but we arc now awaiting the Convoy, 
which, as the wind is fidr, may be every hour expected. They 

* “ Nsivalis, or, rmpartiiil Memoirs of tlir f.ivos and (Characters of 

ers of tlio Niivy of (JiTat Britain, from tiic year KitiO to the present time ; hy 
John C’liarnock, Lsej. Six volumes Hvo. 'I'lie first volume of the “ Biographia 
Navalis” was puhlisliiul in the second, in ITUo; the third, fourth, and fifth, 

in 17117 ; and the sixth, in I'JftH. 
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say the Enemy will come out, although we have got our rein- 
forcements : if so, I do not think they will all go back again — 
so God send us a good and speedy meeting ! 1 have some 

reason to expect I shall have the Marines, or my Flag. If 
they give me the last, I shall b(i half ruined : unless I am im - 
mediately employed in this Country, I should, by the time I 
landed in England, be a loser, several hundred of pounds out 
of pocket. The former would be very pleasant, as it would 
give me additional pay, and not take me from actual service, 
which would distress me much, more especially as 1 almost 
believe those people will bo mad enough to come out ; for I 
own nothing could gi\'o mo more pleasure than a good drub- 
bing to them ; and, in Agamemnon, we are so used to service, 
that there is not a man in the Ship but what wishes to meet 
them. 

How is Mr. lUimsey ? llemeinber me kindly to him ; the 
war over, 1 shall ha^’(! great jdeasure in taking him by the 
hand. My best wishes attend Mrs. Suckling, Miss Suckling, 
and every part of your family, and believe me ever 
Your most atiectionate nephew, 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO THE RKVERENi) DIXON IlOSTE, GODWK’K HALL, NORFOLK. 
I Autograph, in llu* possession of Captain Sir William Hoste, Bart.] 


Agamemnon, oil’ Minonai, June ‘ivliul, 170.'). 

My dear Sir, 

Although your good son writes the day of receiving a letter 
from you, yet T will not let the opportunity sli]i of sending a 
line to thank you for your news. The changes and t)olitics 
of Ministers and men are so various, that 1 am brought to 
bt'litive all are alike ; the loaves and lishes arc all the look out. 
The ins and outs are the same, let them change ])laces. The 
extraordinary circumstanee of the Prince of Wales’s debts is 
much more lamentable ; his best friends must be hurt, and the 
others are, as far as 1 liear, as much in debt as peo])le will 
trust them. They are of an ago to know better, and if they 
will not practise what they knew, they ought to be punished, 
by letting them feel that want they are making others so 
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severely partake of. However, I trust if this debt is once 
more paid, that he will be acejuainted by the Nation they will 
pay no more for him. What a tigure would the Duke of 
Clarence have made had he served, out of debt and beloved 
by the nation ; in short, our ])rofession, ht ivar^ is so popular, 
that he might have done what he pleased. 

We liave just got accounts diat the French Fleet is at sea, 
twenty* two Sail of the line. Sir Sydney Smith did not burn 
them all® — Lord Hood mistook the man: there is an old 
song, Great talker's do the leasts we see* Admiral Hotham 
is waiting here witli twenty Fiiiglish and two Neapolitan 
Ships of the lane, for our invaluable Convoy of Stores, 
Provisions, and Troops from Gibraltar. I hope the Enemy 
will not pass us to the westward, and take hold of them. 
Tliis Fleet must regret the loss of Lord Hood, the best 
Oflicer, take him altogether, that England has to boast of. 
Lord Howe certainly is a great Otiicer in the management of 
a Fleet, but that is all. liord Hood is ecpially great in all 
situations which an Admiral can be placed in. Our present 
Admiral is a worthy, good man, but not by any means ecjiial to 
cither TiOrd Hood or l.ord Howe. Inline says I am to have 
my Flag or the ]\rarines ; 1 hope* the latter. The former will 
most likely throw me out of service, which 1 sliould very much 
regret: I long for one more good Action with this Fleet, and 
then peace. I beg my best respects to Mrs. llostc, and also 
to Mr. and Mrs. Coke I hope a son will come forth. 

I am, dear Sir, 

Your very faithful servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 

TO THE REVEREND MR. NELSON, flll.BOROt-GIL 

rAutogrHjili, in tho NcLon Rapers. j 

Agmiirmnon, oH* Miiunca, .him? no.*). 

My dear Brother, 

I have tliis moment received your h;tter of May 13th, and as 

* At Toulon, ii, 175^1. Sir Sidney Smith’s oxallcd opinion of liis own services, 
(however justified t,;, his undoubted gallantry and ziml,) seems to Imvc given ofl’ence 
to many eminenl OtVn ers fiotlt of tJie Navy and Army. 

’ Of liolklnuii. — No Son did “come birth" until after Mr. Coke’H second marriage, 
in with Lady Anne Kcppel, by whom he had the present Earl of Leicester. 
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the Admiral has made a Ship’s signal for Leghorn, I write 
you a line. I wrote you some time ago about tlie Action, 
and believe hat e wrote since. 1 shall only write you heads : 
nothing particular. I need not say 1 am not Captain of the 
( 'a Ira. She required too much repair for me to rennain inac- 
tive whilst she was fitting. At present she is a Prison-ship.’^ 
The Ccnscur® goes home next Convoy. The particulars of th(‘. 
Action I must defer till we meet in England, when I can shew' 
YOU my account of it, with plans &c. (^'a Ira is on two-decks, 

84 guns, 36 ... 24 ... 1*2 French weight ) , 

English 42 ...27... 14 J 

Agamemnon killed and wounded 110 men, more by seaman- 
shi]) than lighting. We lost only seven men wounded, three of 
whom are sim^e dead. Had not the Sans Calotte bore down 
and fired on me, I would have taken her. She is the largest 
two-decker I ever saw. 

Admiral Man joined us on the 14th, with six Sail of the 
Line, so that wo are now twenty Sail of the lane, iMiglish, and 
two Neapolitans. We have this day accounts of the French 
Fhujt’s being at sea with twenty-two Sail of the Ijinc, and 
innumerable Frigates, &c. We are waiting for our valuable 
Convoy li'om CJibraltar, exjiected every moment ; are totally 
ignorant wliich way tlie iMiemv’s Fleet are gone : liope sincerely 
they will not fall in with our Convoy, but our Admiral takes 
things easy. Lord Hood’s absence is a great National loss ; 
but if we have the good fortune to tall in with the iMiemy’s 
Fleet, the event will be what no Englishman can doubt. 

As you seem so anxious about Hilborough, 1 am truly sorry 
iiny impediment should be in the way of a final settlement. 
I'ame says 1 am likely to be an Admiral ; 1 hope not : the 
Colt)n(‘lcy of Marines would suit me much better at jirescnt. 
Many thanks to Mrs. Nelson, my Aunt, and all our Swatfham 
friends, for their kind congratulations. If 1 am unfortunately 
an Admiral, 1 shall soon st»e them, for wij have more already 
than is wanted. I am glad to hear Miss Charlotte and Horace 
are got so forward as to think of going tv) school : give my kind 
love to them. 1 assure you I .'hall n'turn again to the liirm 

® At St. Fioivn/.o. Slio wns burnt by lu* blent i»n the lUh of April, 170(). 

* This Ship was retaken t)tf (’npe St Vincent, oi' her passage to England, by a 
French Scpiadron on the 7 th of October fc’lowiiig. 
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with no small degree of satisfaction: it is the happiest of lives 
if people will but be contented. 

Believe me ever, 

Voiir most affectionate Brother, 
Horatio Nelson. 

I shall write to Suckling very soon. 

I have to boast, what no Oihcer can this Wtir, or any other 
that I know of, being, in 15 niontlis, 110 days in Action at 
Sea and on Shore. 


JO MRS. NELSON. 

[Trom Clavke ami M'Artlmr, \ol. i. p. ~ll.] 

St. Fioiviizo, 1st .Iiilv, 

Our Convoy having joined us on the 2’2nd, we made sail 
for this Port, and arrived all safe on the 29th ; so far we are 
fortunate. The French Fleet of seventeen Sail of the Line 
are out, but only to exercise tlieir men, at least our good Ad- 
miral says so : however, they may make a dash, and pick up 
something. We liavc Zealous, seventy-four,’ and three Ord- 
nance Ships expected daily from Gibraltar. I hopcj they will 
not look out for them. Two French Frigates were for ten 
days very near us, as we are informed by Neutral Vesstds. 1 
requested the Admiral to let me go after them ; but he would 
not part with a Ship of the Line. When the Fle(*t bore away 
for this place, h(i sent two small l^*igates, Dido and liowestolfe, 
to look into Toulon ; and the day after they ])arted from us, 
they fell in with the two Frigates. It was a v(*ry handsome 
done thing in tin; Ca])tains, who an? Towry and Middleton,^ 

* Commodore Christotilier Mason, Cn^daiu Youn*'. 

* 'I'ln* following uccodiit of lliis {^ulliuit is f(ivcn l»y Clarke anil M‘Ai’lliiir, 

from the Letter ef fjeutenuiit (.leor/,m Clarke, lust Lieiiteii.int of the Lo\v<‘stofle. 
'The Dido was eoinmiinded by i'a|itaiii (leor},^; Ilemy Towry, and the J.owestolFe, by 
Captain Robert Oambier Middleton. “On the ‘Mth of .Dine, into, the Dido, a 

ttle eight mid twenty, of niiie-poniiders, and the Lowestolfe, a two and thirty, of 
wel’.i poiuid- vs, luul in eontend with the superior force of l.u Minerve, forty two 
igliteen i>omidei-, and J/Aiteinise, of thirty-six twtdve pounders ; each having on 
lo'ird d-iO men. I'he Dido had ;100, the Lowestofl’e, vi'lO. Can you credit onr 
iavij:g guintid a cojjjplele victory, vvitJi .such odds ugain.st us and further, that the 
J.owcstofl'e had not u uien hurt ? 'J’lie Dido bad six men killed, and twenty one 
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and much credit must be due to these Ofliccrs, and their Ships’ 
company. 

Thank God, the superiority of the British Navy remains, 
and I hope ever will: I feel quite delighted at the event. 
Had our present Fleet but one good chance at the Enemy, 
on my conscience, without exaggeration, I believe that if the 
Admiral would let us pursue, wa should take them all. 

Yours, &c., 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO Wll.LlAM LOCKER, ESQ., LIEIJTEXAXT-OOVERNOR 
ROYAL HOSPITAL, GREENWICH. 

[Aiitograi»li, in tlio LoeVer Piiivrs. j 

Agameiniion, off Ciipe Corse, July 8ih, 17U'>. 

My dear Friend, 

Mr. Summers is now fourth laeutonanl of the Agamemnon, 
but as the vacancy is not by death, but in the room of an 
0/licer invalided, it may be necessary to have a friend to say a 
word at the Admiralty for his immediate conhrmation : not 
that it is likely they will scud out Lieutenants to such va- 
cancies. I told Admiral Hotham of your good wishes for the 
young man. 

AVe are now at sea, looking for tlie French Fleet, which 
chased myself and two Frigates into Fiorenzo, yesterday after- 
noon. The Admiral had sent me, and some Frigates,* to co- 

womided: she wns tlu 3 Commodore, and led on; the Fivnch Commodore ran aboai-d 
her, iu conseqnenee of wliich the Pido’s mizeii-imist was carried away; and iii this 
close engagement, the chief part of the men above mentioned were killed and 
woiinjcd. At thi-s jiinctnre the Lowestoffe came np, and raked the Ereiiehmaii ; 
the l.)ido still at him on the lee-how. Away went Minerve’s foremast, bowsprit, 
main top mast, and mi/.cn-mast. The other fellow, u most ahominahle coward, 
after fighting a little, slieered off, and tlie Lowestoffe made after him; hut, owing to 
superior sailing, ho unfortunately got away, lii the meaiitimo, the Dido^ who had 
hauled off to repair damages, made our signal to ivtnrii, so Lowestoffe tucked, and 
stood again towards Minerve : whiOi we favoured her so plentifully with shot, that 
she ordered the National Hag to he struck — what three hearty cheers we gave!" In 
transmitting Captain Towry’s Oflieial l.elter, Admiral Ilotham described the affair as 
“ a most gallant and spirited action,’’ whi**h reilcotcd the highest honour on the 
Captains, Officers, and Crows.” 

* “ J dispatched on the J tli rnstaiit from St. Fiorenzo, the Ships named in the 
margin, [Agamemnon, ItlehMiger, Ariiulim, Moselle, Mutine, Cutter,] under the 

VOL, 1 1. E 
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operate with the Austrian Geneial* in the Riviera of Genoa, 
when off Cape delle Mellc I fell in with the Enemy, who, 
expecting to get hold of us, were induced to chase us over, not 
knowing, I am certain, from their movements, that our Fleet 
was returned into Port.^ The chase lasted twenty -four hours, 
and, owing to the iickleness of the winds in these seas, at 
times was hard pressed ; hut they being neither Seamen nor 
Officers, gave us many advantages. Our Fleet had the morti- 
fication to see me seven hours almost in their possession ; the 
shore was our great fiiend, but a calm and swell prevented our 
Fleet from getting out till this morning.*’ The Enemy went off 
yesterday evening, and I fear we shall not ovmtakc them ; but 
in this country no person can say anything about winds. If 
we have that good fortune, 1 have no doubt but we shall give 
a very good account of them, seventeen Sail of the lane, six 
Frigates ; w e twenty-three of the Line, and as fine a Fleet as 
ever gniccd the seas. 

July 14tli. — Yesterday ive got sight of tli(^ French Fle(*t ; 
our flyers were able to get near them, but not nearer than half 
gun-shot: had the wind lasted ten minutes longer, the six 
Ships would have each been alongside six of the Enemy. 
MaiF commanded us, and a good man he is in every sense of 
the word.® I had e> ery expectation of getting Againmnnon 

orders of Captain Nelson, whom I directed to cull off Gt;nr)u for tin* Inconstant and 
Southampton Frigates tliat were lying there, and to take them with him, if from tlio 
intelligence he might there obtain he should find it necessary. Ojj the nionilufr of 
the Tth, r was nnudi siir])risc«l to learn that the ahove Sqnadron w'as seen in the 
ofllng returning into Port, pursued by the Kneiny’s Fleet, which, by General «le 
Vins’ letter, ('the hitesi account 1 had received,) I had reason to suppose were 
certainly in Toulon .” — Athnirnl Hothnm's Dhpotrh^ Mfh duly, J7t)o. 

^ General do Vins. 

* St. Fiorenzo, in Corsica. 

® James {Naval History^ i., ‘JCdi, ‘207, ) states that the pursuit of the French 
Fleet began on tlic 7th of July, that they chased the Agamemnon within sight 
of Admiral llotlnun’s licet in San Fiorenzo Hny, at 9, *10 a.m., on the Hth, hut that 
they were pre\eiit' d from sailing immediately, by the wind hlow’ing right into the 
Bay, and hy most of the Ships being einjd«iyed in wati-riug and relllting. With 
great exeriions, hoM’cver, they put to sea at nine in the evening. 

'' Jh ar-Adruind Robert Man, Mh»< hoisted his Flag in tin; Viclon' on that occiision. 

" .lames fi. Vj',* ) has a Med to his own account of this unsatisfactory, or ns Nelson 
(p. iio) calls it, “ niiserable” Action, and (p. 70) “ our very little Imsincss,’' n long 
Vote, written hy “ t gallant an Admiral n.s the service can hojist,” (but withholds 
hi.' nan.e, ) whf) was then a /.ientennnt of the Victory, bearing Admiral Man’s Flag, 
whicii contains severe rolh otioiis on the conduct of that Ship, and consequently on 
the Rear-Admiral. 
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close alongside an eighty-gun Shij), with a Idag, or Bn^ad 
Pendant ; but tlie west wind first died away, tlicii came east, 
which gave them the wind, and enabled them to reach their 
own Coast, from which they were not move than eight or nine 
miles distant. Rowley® and myself' were just again getting 
into close Action, when the Admiral made our signals to call 
us off.® The Alcide, seventy-four, struck, but soon afterwards 
took fire, by a box of combustibles in her forc-top, and she 
blew up ; tiboiit two hundred French were saved by our Ships. 
In the morning I was certain of taking their whole Fleet, 
latterly of six Sail. I will say no Shij^s could behave better 
than ours/ none worse than the French ; but few men are killed, 
but our sails and rigging are a good deal cutup. Agamemnon, 
with her usual good luck, has none killed, and only one badly 
wounded ; by chance, for 1 am sure they only fired high, they 
put several shot under water, w'hich has kept [us] ever since at 
the pumps. The Enemy anchored in Frejus, and we are 
steering for Fiorenzo. 

Believe me ever yours, 

Horatio Nelson. 

The Culloden lost his main top-mast as he was getting along- 
side a Seventy -four. 

Victory, Admiral Man; Captain, Reeve; Agamemnon, 
Nelson; Defence, Wells; Culloden, Troubridge ; Cumber- 
land, Rowley ; Blenheim, Bazelcy ; I think was every Shi]).** 
If I have omitted any, I beg their jiardons. 

® Captain Bartholomew Samuel Rowley, of the Cumberlaml, seventy-four; he died 
an Admiral of the Blue while Uommandiiig- in* Chief at .lamniea, in IS 11. 

* James says the signal was once if not twice repeated with the Cumberland’s 
pendants, before that Ship >voul(l see it; and that the Blenheim, (libraltar, Captiuii, 
and a few other Ships, were then closing with the bhiemy's rear, hut he dues not 
hero mention the Agamemuoii, though it would appear that she was as close to the 
Enemy as the Cjiraberlaiul. 

* “ Those of onr Sliips w'hieli were engaged had npproaehed so near to the shore, 
that 1 judged it proper to call them oil’ by signal .” — Admiral Iltdham's Dispatch. 
The English Fleet lost one IMidshijmian, and ten seamen and marines, and one 
Tiientenant and twenty-three seamen wounded. The Victory suffered most. Admiral 
Hothaui spoke of “ the most distinguished and honourable manner” in which the 
ailvauced Ships availed themselves of their pi'^iiion; but named no other oflicer in 
his Dispatch than Uear-Adminil Man. 

® Nelson does not, ns on a former occnsh :i, (vide p. 20, ante) make any exception : 
iienee the justice of Mr. James's poinU'd censure of the Defence (1. 209) may be 
doubtful. 

* i. c.y every Slup engaged with the Ennny. 

E 2 
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TO II. R. II. THE DUKE OF CLARENCE. 

[From Clarke ami M‘Arthur, vol. i. p. 510.] 

15tli July, 1700. 

Sir, 

Notliaving had any signification to the contrary, I still pre- 
sume to suppose, tliat an account from me of the operations of 
this Fleet is acceptable to your lloyal Highness. 

The Agamemnon was sent from Fiorenzo with a small 
Squadron of Frigates to co-operate with the Austrian General 
de A’ins, in driving the French out of the Riviera of Genoa, 
at the beginning of July. On the 6tli, I fell in with the French 
Fleet of seventeen Sail of the Line and six Frigates; they 
chased me twenty-four hours, and close over to St. Fiorenzo, 
but our Fleet could not get out to my assistance. However, on 
the 8th, in the morning. Admiral Hotham sailed with twenty- 
three vSail of tlie Line; and on th(5 13th, at dayliglit, got sight 
of the Enemy, about six leagues south of lh(i Hicres Islands. 
A signal was then made for a general cliasc. At noon, tlu; 
Victory, Admiral Man, with Caj)tain, Agammnnon, Cumber- 
land, Defence, and (hilloden, got within gun-shot of tlic Enemy; 
when the west wind I’ailed us, and tliixnv us into ii line abreast. 
A light air soon afterwards coming from the hlastward, w'C laid 
our lieads to tlic northward, as did tljc; Enemy, and tlic Action 
commenced. 

It was im])ossible for us to close with tlicm, and the sniohe 
from tlieir JShips and our own made a ])erfect calm ; wJiilst 
they, being to windward, drew in shore ; our Fleet was be- 
calmed six or seven miles to the westward. The. Blenheim 
and Audacious got up to ns during the tiring. The Alcide 
struck a])out half-past two, and many others were almost in as 
bad a state ; but slic soon afterwards, took fircj, and only two 
hundred men were saved out of lier. At half-past three tlie 
Agamemnon and Cumberland were closing with an eighty- 
gun ship with a Flag, the Berwick, and Heureux, when Ad- 
miral Hotliam thought it right to call us out of Action, the 
w ind being <lircctiy into the Gulf of Frejus, wlicre the Enemy 
anchored after dark. 

'fbus has ended our second meeting with these gentry. In 
the forenoon w'e had every pi‘o.spect of taking every Ship 
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ill the Fleet ; and at noon, it was almost certain we should 
have had the six near Ships. The French Admiral, I am 
sure, is not a wise man, nor an Officer: he was undetermined 
whether to fight or to run away: however, I must do him the 
justice to say, he took the wisest step at last. Indeed, I be- 
lieve this Mediterranean Fleet is as fine a one as ever graced 
the Ocean. 

John Holloway is Captain of the Fleet, a good man. The 
Enemy will have still twenty-one Sail at sea in a month, but 
I do not believe they can ever beat us in their present undis- 
ciplined state : the prisoners we have seen are stanch 
Royalists, and I really believe the war is almost at an end. 
1 am going to Genoa, to see Mr. Drake, our Minister, and to 
consult about what assistance the Admiral can afford the Aus- 
trians in the Riviera of Genoa. AVc have just got accounts of 
Vado Bay being taken from the French. 

T am, &;c. 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO HIS EXCELLENCY FRANCIS DRAKE, ESQ., 
MINISTER AT GENOA. 

[Original, in the possession of Mrs. Davies, the ihmghter of Afr. Dralce.] 

Agamemnon, (leiioa Mule, isth Inly, 1/0.*). 

81 r, 

From the conversation 1 had the honour to hold with your 
Excellency last evening, it appeared to you, as 1 own it does 
to myself, that tlic great use of the co-operation between His 
Majesty’s Squadron under my command, and the Allied Army 
iindbr General d(^ Vins, is to ])iit an entire stop to all trade 
between Genoa, France, and ])laces occupied by the Armies 
of France ; and without which trade is stojqicd, your Excel- 
lency tells me it is almost impossible for the Allied Army to 
hold their present situation, and much less possible for them 
to make any progress in driving tlu‘ Fieiicli out of the Riviera 
of Genoa ; and by the pa]iev you gave mo to read, it also ap- 
pears to be your opinion, that ]»robably Nice itselt might fall 

* Of thisgallant Ofllcor, who was no ijilimnto frirml of NoHon, ami who died a 
full Admiral, a Memoir is given in the nineteenth volume of the XavaJ Clu'ouk'h-, 
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for want of ii siip]ily of provisions, forage, and ammunition 
coming from Genoa. 

I have the honour to transmit you a copy of Admiral Ho- 
tham’s orders to me, on my coming on this service : as, also, 
a copy of an order dated June 17th,® which, from the im- 
possibility of being complied with in this Country, amounts to 
a ])rohibiti(m of similar orders which have been given in 
England. 1 beg, therefore, to submit to your Excellency 
whether it will not be proper for you to write to Admiral IIo- 
thain on this subject, stating the absolute necessity of stoj)j)ing 
all the trade whicli may pass between Genoa, France, and 
places occupied by tlie Annies, and that Ventimiglia must be 
considered as a place under that description ; for if a Genoese 
V^essel may pass with impunity to that place, nothing can pre- 
vent their going to Nice, and ev ery French Port to the west- 
ward of it. 

However, Sir, so sensible am 1 of the necessity of vigorous 
measures, that if your Excellency will tell mo that it is for the 
benefit of llis Majesty’s service, and for the reasons which you 
have stated, that 1 should stoj) all trade between the Neutral 
Towns and France, and places occupied by the Annies of 
France, considering Ventimiglia in that situation, I will give 


® A'lmiral iJotliam’s Order of the 1501 Julv, I#!).*;, wiis in words: — ‘‘ You 

are licrchy required, and directed to proceed forthwith, iu the Siiip yon eomniniid, 
witlithe Ships, Slonp, and Cutter iiiuiied in the mar},nn, [Meleager, Ariadne, Tiirleton, 
Resolution Cutter, whose Captains have my orders to follow your dirertions,] off 
(jenoa, where, upon your arrival, you aic to confer with Mr. Drake, his Majesty’s 
Minister at that place, on such points as may be deemed essential towards your co- 
operaliiif' with General de Vins, the Coniniandrr-in (’liief t>f tlie Allied Annies in 
Italy, for the benefit of the common Cause against the llnemy, carrying the same 
into exccntioji as expeditiously ns possible. Yon will receive his Excellency Mr. 
Drake on hoard the Agamemnon, for his passage witli yon to Vado, should he be 
desirous of it, (iiveii on board the Britannia, Martello Boy, the loth day of .July, 
17 ‘J5. \V. IIO'IUAM.” 

Adruiral Holham’s Order of tlie ITtJi .Tune, llOo, was as follows : — “ (Circular 
fnstri^ctions. ) You are hereby required and directed to take all possible care not to 
give any just cause of ofTence to the Foreign Rowers in amity with His Majesty, and 
wln nevec ativ >Shj])s Oi Vessels belonging to the fSiihjects of those l*owcrs shall be, 
detained or broiiplit by you into Port, you are to transmit to the Secretary of the 
Admiralty a coirq^li specifieuiion of their cargoes, hy the first opportunity that may 
offer, and not to in titnte any legal proci’ss against suedi Sliijis or Vessels until their 
Lordships’ further iilcisure shall be known. Given on board the JUritanuia, off 
Minorca, 17th June, 1705. W. JIotiiam.” 
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j)roper directions to the Squadron under my command for that 
purpose. 

I have the honour to remain, 

Your Excellency’s most obedient, humble Servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 

[An autograpli draught of this Letter is in the Nelson Papers, which, except in a 
few unimportant words, agrees with the above ; but after the words, “ for that pur- 
pose,” the following passages are added : — ] 

And the Vessels and their cargoes lay in Vado Bay, until I 
can receive my Comrnander-in-Chiefs directions about them ; 
or, if your Excellency thought it ])roper, to send an express to 
England, until that answer could return. 

The great obstacles, 8ir, which lie before me, as a Captain 
in the Navy, are briefly, the being liable to prosecution for 
detention and damage, and the danger of Agents becoming 
bankrupts. Suppose I sto]) a Genoese Vessel, loaded with corn 
for France, or places occupied by her Annies, considering 
Ventimiglia in that situation; what can I do with her? By 
niy orders of tlie 17th June, 1 am not to institute any legal 
process against her, until tlieir liordships’ further pleasure 
sliall be known : 1 am to send a complete specification of lier 
cargo to the Secretary of the Admiralty. This is a measure of 
impossibility in this Country ; for the cargoes, ])robably chielly 
of corn, would be spoiled long before tliinr Lordships’ pleasure 
could reach me ; and in case the Vessel and cargo should be 
released by their Lordships’ orders, it is to me the owners would 
look for damages. 

Even su])posing that, in consequence of your Excellency’s 
statement, 1 should stop the Vessels before described; and, 
to avoid unnecessary expense, that I direct the corn, or other 
cargo, to be taken out of such Vessel, tlie freight to bo paid for, 
and the Vessel released, 1 might, notwithstanding, be unfortu- 
nate in the choice of an Agent, and, the value of these cargoes 
be not forthcoming, then the Captain would naturally be looked 
to for the money. Such things liave liajipened ; therefore, 
there is only one measure to be taken — to bear the Officer 
harmless from proseci^.tion on this new occasion — which is, that 
the Officer sends the Neutral Ve.^sels and cargoes to such person 
or persons as you may think proper to appoint, that he or Uiey 
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may pay for the freight and release the Vessel, selling the cargo 
and holding tlie amount, until legal process is had on it; 
your Excellency pledging yourself, that Government would 
prevent any prosecution Irom falling on the Officer, who may 
stop Vessels as before described. Should tliis meet your 
Excellency’s approbation, I have no objection to avoid tlie 
possibility of a bad choice of an Agent by the Officer, that 
the Vessels and cargoes should be delivered to such person or 
persons as you may judge proper and responsible people, till 
legal adjudication can be had on the value ol cargoes restored 
by order of Administration. 

I hope you will excuse the length of this letter ; but wheji 
your Excellency considers the responsibility of a Captain in 
the Navy in these cases, I trust you will think it right for me 
to state my opinion fully. 


TO EARL SPENCER, FIRST LORD OF THE ADMIRALTY. 

' Original DraJij^liL in the NoKoii . '] 

Aj^anx injioi), .Inly lOlli, 

iVly Lord, 

1 have seen in the iiewsjiapers that 1 am ap])oinlcd one of the 
Colonels of Marines,^ an appointment certainly most llattcring 
to me, as it marks to the world an a])prol)ation of my conduct. 
To your Lordship 1 beg leave to exj)rcss my gratification, more 

’ Oil tlir Cull June, ITO.j. Carlaiu Nelson’s appoint mniit as ('t)loiu'l of Marines, 
was tlms aniioiincctl to liim Ly his fatluT, iii a h*Uer fioin B.nth, «>n tlio Itli of 
June, : — “ My dear Jlnratio, I have this nioiix'nt vcreiNcd full nnlhority to 

say, that yon are njipoiiited one of the Colonels <if Marines, vacated hy the promo- 
tion to Flags, (iod bless you with all the prosperity this pleasing and niueh- 
wi.shed-for event e.an bring with it. It nnn'ks your public eondnet as highly ho- 
nourable, and worthy of the notice of your Country; it is the general voice that 
it wa*^ well and properly given. How eminently does sueli a situation appear above 
whatever is obtained by interest or bribery I Myself and yioir good wife arc full of 
joy, and we of!en amuse ourselves in fixing on the cottage retirmnent, to wbicb you 
are looiiiiiff fo; ird. Ji.M'd Hood, you will find, is totally retired ; yet I verily be- 
lieve be came forward us yoair friend in this business. All allow’ liiin jiidgmeut 
as well as long exis,ienee in his praifcssioii. I liavi; only to add, that so iiflec- 
tioiiata a son morils all I bat a kind latber can bestow — liis fervent prayers that God 
may long preserve him Farewell, my dear son. — E i'MU.nd Kki.son.” — i'larlv 
and McArthur, vol. i. p. 
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os])ecially as, by a letter from your Lordslii j) to liord Hood,® you 
declared your intention to represent niy services in the most 
fav ourable point of view to the King ; for which 1 beg leave to 
return your Lordship my most sincere thanks. In the same 
letter the doubts which had arisen respecting the damage my 
eye had sustained at the Siege of Calvi, made it, your Lordship 
said, impossible to say whether it was such as amounted to the 
loss of a limb. I have only to tell your Lordshi]), that a total 
deprivation of sight for every common occasion in life, is the 
conseciuencc of the loss of ])art of the crystal of my right eye. 

As I mean not to press on your Jiordship the ])ropriety of 
considering my loss, 1 shall conclude by assuring you, that my 
endeavours shall never be wanting to merit a continuance of 
your good o]>inion, and that I shall ever consider myself your 
Lordsln]>’s most obliged, humble servant, 

IlouATio Nelson. 

Heing appointed with a small Scpiadron of Frigates to 
co-operate with the Austrian General de Vins, I cannot allow 
my letter to go, without saying that it appears to me that 
General de \"ins is an Ollicerwlio j)erfeclly knows his business, 
and is wi'll disposed to act with vigour on every proper occa- 
sion. The Kneniy are throwing u]) strong works near Albinga ; 
but before three days arc past, 1 expect the Army will be to 
the Mcstward t)f them. 


TO ADMIRAL IIOTIIAAL 
'Kmiii C'iark<‘ timl M‘Arlliur, vol. i. [t. ‘TJO.J 

.A^aincunioii, Vailo May, July, 

Sir, 

I have the honour to inform you, that 1 arrived at Genoa 
on the evening of the 17th, and found there two French 

" A Copy of r.avl 8j)piicers auswi'i* to Lord lloi^il's a|>iili('ation for ii pciiMOii for 
Nolson, ftr tlio loss of liis !•)(', dated ‘L tU of Alarch, 171)-"), is in the Nelson 
l’»vi)ers. After exi)ressinp a doubt wlictln'i* any rcmniieralion <Mnild bo granted for 
H wound, nnloNs it Avero crjui\alent to tl;.- ioss of a limb, bis J.ordship added — 
“ I am sure, however, from tlie general i‘l.'aracier of Captain Nelson, and bis ae- 
kiiowledged ser\ieeH at all time; , that bis .'rajesty cannot fail to approve bis beiirjt 
most favourably not ieed ; and I shall fed extremely bajipy in availiii" myself of 
wbatover projan* opportunity may olVer, lO testify tic sense Avbieb must be enter- 
tained of bis pretensions to favour and disiiiiction." 
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frigates, La Vcstale of 32 guns. La Briinc of 26* guns, and 
two brigs, the Scout and Alert. I sailed with Mr. Drake 
from Genoa at daylight on the 20th, and arrived here yester- 
day morning, where I found Mr. Trevor waiting for Mr. Drake. 
I have had a conference with the Austrian General De Viiis, 
who seemed extremely glad to see us. At present 1 do not 
perceive any immediate prospect of their getting on to tlic 
westward, it appearing to be the General’s opinion, that the 
Enemy must be reduced in their provisions, before the Aus- 
trians can make advances ; and that for the present, famine is 
to do more than the sword. You will see. Sir, by my corre- 
spondence with Mr. Drake, the necessity I felt myself under 
to give the orders of which I have the honour to enclose you 
a copy, together with my correspondence, and I Hatter myself 
you will aitprove what 1 liave done. 

1 sail this evening with Mr. Drake and Mr. Trevor, for 
Genoa, at which place it is not my present intention to anchor, 
but to return here with all expedition. The Austrian General 
haring fitted out many Privateers, lias taken several Vessels 
laden with corn for Prance ; and I trust, with the disposition of 
the Ships under my command, I shall be able to 810^7 all inter- 
course with France from the eastward, hoping you will ap- 
prove of the measures that have been recommended by the 
British Ministers at Genoa and 'I’urin. 

The Meleager, Captain Cockburn, brought in yesti'rday a 
viiluable prize : ’ 1 have no doubt that her cargo is French 
property; the gold, silver, and jewels, which weni found in the 
cabin, arc on board the Agamemnon ; but things of much 
more consefpicnce, T understand, are in the hold : indeed I 
cannot guess at the value' of the cargo. She was deserted by 
the Master and all the crow ; two passengers remained on 
board, who were left in the hurry. I’he Southam]>ton* joined 
yesterday evening. The Tarleton was very active ; I should 

• Calhiil “ Nostni Signoru «li Hrlvodi'ro tlio Inking of this vesfi^l was made n groat 
cai<-vc <»f ''•o.!j>lHint hy the Gcihu'ko Covernment, and Captaiji Cockhnni was obliged 
to viudjrntr his oonduci in a letter to Lord Grenville, then Secretary of Slate for 
Foreign Alhiir^^. She sailed foni Marseilles, and was hoinid to Genoa. — CUtrh'. and 
McArthur. 

‘ In another l.eltfir he slnled, that report had valued Ijcr at ;t’lt}0,00f) when she 
left France. — //jir/. 

^ Cuptaiii, afterwards Lord Fdward O'Bryeii, brother of WillioiD, second Marquis 
of Thomond: lie iucd a I’osl- Captain in March, lb;44. 
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l)c glad to have her again. In respect to Vado Bay, had it 
not been called a Bay, I should never have named it one : it 
is a bend in the land, and since I have been here by no means 
good landing. The water is deep, good clay bottom, and 
plenty of fresh water; open from E. to S. To the east the 
land is at a great distance ; but 1 think a Fleet may ride here 
for a short time in the summer months. General De Vins 
returned my visit yesterday afternoon, and was received with 
all the honour due to his rank. I am, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO MRS. NELSON. 

[I'rom Clavkn and M‘Art}nir, vol. i. ]>. Qvil. Captain NHson was sont with a small 
Squadron, to co-oporato with tin* Austrian and Sardinian Armies, under General do 
Vins, in driving the Frcncli from the Riviera of Genoa.] 

Off Vado Bay, ‘^Ith July, 170.1. 

What changes in my life of activity ! Here I am, having 
commenced a co-o])cration with an old Austrian General, almost 
fancying myself charging at the luiad of a troop of horse. 
Nothing will be wanting on my part towards the success of the 
Common Cause. 1 have eight sail of Frigates* under my 
command ; tlic service I bavt* to perform is important, and, 
as I informed you a few days ago from Genoa, I am acting, 
not only witliout the orders of my Commandcr-in-Cliief, but 
in some measure contrary to them. However, 1 have not only 
the support of his Majesty’s Ministers, both at Turin and 
Genoa, but a consciousness that I am doing what is right and 
l)rop(n- for the service of our* King and Country. Political 
courage in an Ofliccr abroad is as higlily necessary as military 
courage. 

The above-mentioned Ministers want the Admiral to give 
me an order to wear a Distinguishing Pendant. The Austrian 
Army is composed of 3:2,000 of the finest Troops I ever saw ; 
and the General when he gets to Nice will have the baton of 

'* Apparcutly ihe Tucoiistant, Caplaiu I nunauile; Meleagor, Captain Cockburn ; 
Tartar, Captain tlic llouoinahif* Charles i’.lphiiistoiie ; Southampton, Captain Ed- 
ward O’Bryeu ; Ariadne, Captain Robert Gamhier Middleton, and afterwords Cap- 
tain Robert Plampim; Lowestoffe, Captain Benjamin Uallowell; Romnlus, Cap- 
tain George Hope; Si»eedy, Captain T. KIphinstonc; and Taxletoii, Capttiin Charles 
Brisbane. 
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a Fielfl-Mavslial : what shall I get? However, this I can say, 
that all 1 have obtained 1 owe to myself, and to no one elsi', 
and to you I may add, that my character stands high with 
almost all Europe ; even the Austrians knew my name per- 
fectly. When I get through this campaign, 1 think myself 
I ought to rest. I hope to God the w^ar will be over, and 
that I may return to you in 2 )eace and quietness. A little 
farm, and my good name, form all my wants and wishes. 

Yours, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO THE RKHIT IlONOURAliLE SIR GILBERT ELLIOT, 
VICE-KOY OF CORSICA. 

( Autogrnpli, in tl»c Alinlo Topers. ; 

Agaiiiemnon, Leglioni, .Inly, 11 

jMv dear Sir, 

A merchant in this ])lac(i .... wliose name I am 
confident you will keep secret, has just told me, and intends 
to tell the Consul, that gunpow der is sold out of the magazine 
at St. Eiorenzo. A Ve.ssel, he says, has just arrived, which 
brought over 2000 barrels, and that many others have brought 
small quantities. He did not choose to disclose his informer’s 
name, but I understood he was in tlu) \"essel. As tlu^ informa- 
tion can do no harm if false, and a great (l(‘al of service if 
true, I think it right to send it your h'.xcidlency. 

A gale of wind has blown me in here from off (tcnoa, on 
which Coast \ am stationed to co-opmate with the Austrian 
army ; the advanced jio.sts of that Army arc at Loana, 12,000 
men, the other part is at Vado, 20,000 ; a finer body of men I 
never saw", and tin.* Gcuieral seems inclim^d to go forward, if 
l^ngland will perform her part, which 1 hope she will ; but the 
co-operation expected of us is the putting a stop to all su})- 
])lie^ going to France, a inca.sure Admiral Ilotham may pos- 
sibly hesilaie complying with. Mr. Trevor and Mr. Drake 
have both wrote to him on the absolute necessity of the 
measure ; in the. meantime, in consecpience of similar repre- 
sentations, 1 have directed the Squadron under my orders to 
detain all Vessels, to whatever Nation tliey may belong, bound 
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to France, or to any place occupied by the armies of France. 
This good edect has already resulted from the measure, that 
the Genoese arc alarmed, and will be careful how they send 
their Vessels to an almost certain capture. Insurance is not 
at present to be had ; the capture of a Tuscan Vessel or two 
will stop the Leghorn trade. The only fears that seem to 
me to strike England, arc of the llarbary States ; but, Sir, is 
England U) give u]) the almost certainty of finishing this war 
with honour, to the fear of offence to such beings } Forbid it 
Honour and every lie which can bind a great Nation. If sup- 
])lics are kej)t from France for six weeks, I am told, most pro- 
bably the Austrian Army will be at Nice, which will be a great 
event for us, we having guaranteed the rei)ossession of Nice to 
llio King of Sardinia. 

A word for myself; the Colonelcy of Marines has been 
given me in a handsome manner, but, in good truth, I am 
almost worn out. 1 find my exertions have been beyond 
my strength. 1 have a complaint in my brcaist, which will 
probably bear me down ; but please God if I see this cam- 
paign out, if Agamemnon does not go to England, I must, 
the medical people tell me, be on shore for a month or two, 
witlioiit the thoughts of service. With kindest wishes for your 
Excellency’s health, 

Believe me ever 

Your most faithful and obedient 

IlouATio Nelson. 

IIjs Excellency the Vice Jh/y. 


TO WILLIAM SLCivLINO, ESQ. 

[Eroir. “The Atheuaeuni.”] 

Leyhoni, July ‘iTtli, 11 05. 

My dear Sir, 

I havt', 1 hear, so many letters gone to the Fleet and to 
Gtnioa, that I hope to liave one' of yours amongst them, and 
to hear that all my >vorthy fritmds at Kentish Town are well. 
I was blown in here yesterday morning by a heavy gale of 
wind, from my station off Genoa; at which place I am fixed 
to co-operate with the Austrian Army, with eight Frigates under 
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my command. The orders I have given, by the advice of the 
Ministers of Turin and Genoa, are strong ; and I know not 
how my Admiral will approve of them, for they are, in a great 
measure, contrary to those he gave me ; but the service re- 
quires strong and vigorous measures to bring the war to a con- 
clusion. 

My orders are to take and detain all Vessels (to whatever 
Nations they may belong) bound to France. The Genoese 
begin to (jiiake ; Tuscany will do the same ; and the Dcy of 
Algiers seems the only Power which England fears ; but if we 
arc to finish the war with France, w(5 must not be disposed to 
stop at trifles ; it has already continued much too long ; more 
by an opposition, and fear of an opposition at home, than a 
want of po>yer in England. We have much ])ower here at pre- 
sent to do great things, if we know how to ap])ly it. Hotham 
must get a new head : no man’s heart is better, but that will 
not do without the other. If my conduct is apjn'oved of, in 
September we shall be at Nice, and perhaps across the Var, 
for Provence will, I .am sure, declare for us the first op))or- 
tunity. 

The weather is tuniing moderate, and I hope to get to sea 
this night, therefore I must conclude, begging you to present 
my kindest remembrances to Mrs. Suckling, Miss Suckling, 
and our friends at Hampstead. Believe me ever 

Your most obliged and airoctionatc 

IIoiiATio Nelson. 


TO ADMIRAL HOTHAM. 

[Autograph, in the Nelson Papers.] 

Agamemnon, Leghorn lioails, July fisth, 179rj. 

Sir, 

On the 24th, in the evening, 1 landed Mr. Drake'* and Mr. 
Trevor® in Genoa, and kept towards Vado Bay the whole night. 
On the morning of the 25th, a very heavy gale of wind came 
on at S.W.; I endeavoured to clear the Gulf by standing to 

* Francin Drake, llsq.. Minister Plenipotentiary at Genoa. 

* The Honourabl** John Trevor, Envoy Extraordinary, nud Minister Plenipoten- 
tiary at Turin. 
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the W.N.W., but found that was impossible, and it was only 
by carrying an extraordinary press of sail that I was enabled 
to weather Cape Rapallo. As I was in great want of wood, 
instead of going into Port Especia, which I otherwise should 
have done, I made for this place, where I arrived in the night. 
Both Saturday and Sunday it blew so hard that not a boat has 
been able to get off with our wood, oxen, &c., but as this 
morning is fine, four hours I hope will finish our business, 
and that I shall get away with Inconstant and Ariadne, the 
latter having broiiglit the Convoy from Genoa. I am the less 
uneasy at being blown off my station with a westerly than with 
an easterly gale, for in the latter case the Enemy I fear would 
get su])plies in spite of us. 

There are several Vessels here loaded with corn for France, 
and some of them under ])assports from the Dey of Algiers. 
II owever, they must be stopped if met with by the Squadron 
under my orders, and the Ministers of Genoa and Turin must 
be solely answerable for what may be the result. But, Sir, the 
whole of the necessity of sto))ping all the Vessels is conqniscd 
in a very few words ; that, if we will not stop supjdies of corn, 
&c. going to France, the Armies will return from whence they 
came, and the failure of this Campaign, from which so much is 
t^xpected, will be laid to our w'ant of energy ; for the only use of 
tlie Naval co-o])eration is the kee})ing out a supply of provi- 
sions, which, if done for six weeks, the Ministers tell me the 
Austrian Army will be in possession of Nice, and ready to carry 
on a winter campaign in Provence. But by that time I pray 
God the war n)ay be linished. 

Believe me. Sir, with the highest esteem, your most obedient 
servant, 

IIoiiATio Nelson. 


TO TJIE REVEREND MR. NELSON, IIILBOROUGH. 
[AulogriijOi in the Nelson Papers. ] 

Agamemnon, Onlf of Oeiioa, July JiOtli, 

My dear Brother, 

I have not, I believe, wrote you since our miserable Action 
of the 13th. To say how much we wanted Lord Hood at that 
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time, is to say, will you have all the French Fleet or no 
Action ? for the scrambling distant fire was a farce ; but if one 
fell by such a fire, what might not have been exjiected had 
our whole Fleet engaged? Jni])roperly as the part of the 
J^^leet which fired got into Action, we took one Shi]), but 
the subject is unpleasant, and I shall have done with it. t am 
now co-operating with the Austrian Army, under General de 
Vins, and hojie we shall do better there. If the Admiral will 
support the measures 1 have proposed, I expect, by the middle 
of September, we shall be iii Nice, and of course have the har- 
bour of Ville Frauche for our Scpiadron. llutl lothain has no 
head for enterprise, ])erfectly satisfied that each month passes 
without any losses on our side. I almost, I assure you, wish 
myself an Admiral, with the command of a Fleet. Probably, 
when T grow older, I shall not feel all tliat alacrity and anxiety 
for the Service which I do at present. 

August 3rd. — I have just received your letter of Jiuu; 11th, 
for which 1 thank you. The Marines certainly came to me in 
the most ])l('asant way, unknown except from services, and 
without interest or any one to say a word for me. Put 1 do 
not expect to keej) them long: they are too good not [to] make 
it certain they will take the first oj)portunity of making me an 
Ailmiral. From the vigorous measures 1 am taking with the 
Genoese, 1 am most un])opular here. I Cc'innot ])erhaps, with 
safety, land at Genoa, but half measures will never do when 1 
command. All w^ar or all peace is my idea, and the old 
Austrian General is entirely of luy wmy of thinking, llotham 
is coming to look at us, with the Fleet, but the command rests 
with me; and very probably I shall bi^ ordi'ied to hoist a Dis- 
tinguishing Pendant. Do not be surprised if you hear that 
wx* are once more in possession of Toulon. Had Jjord Hood 
b(um here, I have no doubt but we should have been there at 
this moment. 

I beg you will give my kindest reunmibrances to Mrs. 
Nelson, my Aunt, «and all our SwafHuim friends, and kindest 
love to Charlotte and my namesake. He had much Ijetter be 
a Parson iljau a Sailor — ^it is a much fpiioter trade. 1 am now 
pointed out a; having been this wav one hundred and twelve 
times engaged against the French, and always successful to a 
certain degree. No Officer in Euroj)c can say as much. 1 
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wish Captain Wickey® had a Ship. He is a good man, and 
many very indiflerent ones are employed. I expect this 
autumn will carry Agamemnon to England. Believe me ever 
your most affectionate brother, 

Horatio Nelson. 

Lieutenant Allison' is gone home [in] bad heallli. 


TO iSlllS. NELSON. 

[From ('larlte niul M'Aillim*, vol. 1. p. 

Viulo Day, Aiiffiist 17 0r>. 

At the lime we got possession of it before, the Royalists 
were by no means so strong at Toulon as they are at this 
moment. ... I liave been very negligent, Fanny, in writ- 
ing to my father, but 1 rest assured he knows I would have 
don(} it long ago, had you not betui iindtjr the same roof. At 
present 1 do not write less than from ten to twenty letters 
every day; which, with the Austrian General, and Aide-de- 
Camjis, and my own little Squadron, fully enq)loy my time : 
this 1 like ; active service, or none. Pray draw' lor £200, my 
father and myself can settle our accounts when we meet; 
at present, I believe I am the richer man, therefore I desire 
you will give my dear father that money. 

Yours, &c. 

Horatio Nielson. 


TO FRANCIS DRAKE, ESQ., .MINISTER AT GENOA. 

[ From Clarke mid .’M'Arllinr, vol, i. p. ‘ivJl. J 

Itli ITO.'j. 

Should the French Ships sail from Toulon, and be bound 
to the Archipelago, the Admiral wall have a very good chance 
of falling in with them ; biit I rather am inclined to hope they 
are bound to Genoa, to cover tla^ir Convoy; and if that be 

" ejiptuin John Wick«?y ; he died an Adnt:!al. 

’ Lieutenant John Allison-, he was not promoted until Octoher, 18*2^, and died i\ 
Commander. 

VOL. ir. 


F 
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their intention, you may rest assured they shall never do it as 
long as Agamemnon is above water. Should you hear of their 
sailing from Toulon, be so good as to let me know it, that if 
they are coming this way, I may hght them before the Ships 
from Genoa join. 

1 am, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO FRANCIS DRAKE, ESQ., MINISTER AT GENOA. 

[From Clarke and M‘ArtLiir, vol. i. p. 

Otli August, 170'). 

The disposition and acts of my Cruisers will soon pro^'e in- 
contestably that Genoa is not blockaded, as all Vessels will 
arrive in perfect security which are not French, or laden with 
French property. Cruisers off Cape Corse, or the Straits of 
Bonifaccio, would not stop the trade so well as wliere 1 liave 
placed them ; were I to remove those Sliips on tlic FiS])ecia 
side of the Gulf, nothing could prevent the escape of th() 
French Squadron, and any Convoy they might choose to 
caiTy widi them. It ever has been customary to endeavour to 
intercept Enemy’s A'essels coming from Neutral Ports, and the 
Cruisers off Port Es])('cia are very litth'. nearer Genoa than 
Leghorn, and are at the utmost extremity of the Genoese Ter- 
ritory ; for I have been most careful to give no offence to the 
Genoese T(MTitory or Flag. Were 1 to follow the example 
which the Genoese allow the French, of having some small 
Vessels in the Port of Genoa, that 1 hav(‘ seen towed out of 
the Port, and board ^'essels coming in, and allerwards return 
into the M(dc, there might then certaiidy be some reason to 
say their Neutral Territory was insulted ; but the conduct of 
the iMiglish is very dillerent. 1 take tlui liberty, Sir, of writ- 
ing thus fully, which 1 hojxi you will (ixcuse, as it may help to 
furnish you witli strong arguments, should the Genoese Go- 
vernment c'.Mnjdaiii: and another cogent reason why British 
Cruisers an^ necessary, (‘ven on the Coast and Ixdbrc the Port 
of Genoa, is tin* necessity of protecting our own trade, and 
that of our Allies, h’om the numerous Fnmeli privatecr.s, which 
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cover the Gulf every night from the Ports of the Republic. I 
am almost blind, and it is with very great pain I wite this 
letter. 

1 am, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 

TO CAPTAIN COCKRURN, H.AI. SHIP MELEAGER. 

[From Clarke and M‘Arthnr, vol. i. p. ‘224.] 

Htli Angnst, ITOrj. 

The Lowestoffe has just joined me : I shall order her to 
keep about four miles off* Port Vado, to prevent the h’rench 
Shii)s passing in- shore, and the Agamemnon is kept ready to 
sail at a moment’s notice. T have been ill several days, and 
this day am alive, and that’s all. 

I am, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 

'ro THE RIGHT HONOURABLE SIR GILBERT ELLIOT, 
VICE-ROV OF CORSICA. 

[Autograph, in the Minto Paper?;.] 

Vndo Bay, August 10th, 170.'). 

My dear Sir, 

Your kind letter® of the 7th 1 have just received, by the 
Speedy. T shall answer those parts which relate to business 
first, and if my healtli and eyes, which are both almost worn 

"In that Letter Sir Gilbert Elliot said — “ Give me leave, my dear Sir, to con- 
gratulate you on the Agamemnon’s supporting uniformly, on all occasions, tlie Mime 
i(‘putjilir>n whiidi has always distinguished that Ship since 1 have hcen in the Medi- 
terranean. 1 know that it was not Agumeinnon’s fault, if more was not done on 
the lat(? cruise. It gives me great pleasure also to see you employed in your pre- 
sent important service, which requires zeal, activity, and a spirit of accommodation 
and co-operation, qualities which will not be wanting in the Commodore of your 
Squadron. I consider the business you arc about, I mean the expulsion of the 
Enemy from the Genoese and Piedmontese TciTiiories, .is the most important fea- 
ture in the southern campaign, and you cannot bestow a greater favour on me than 
hy giving me intelligence of what is going f t ward, by as many opportunities as 

occur.” “1 am lately returned from a six weeks’ tour through 

the Island, which Jift’orded me the highest sioisfaction, both from the improvable 
nature of the country, and from the gcuiernl sj.irit of loyalty, and attachment of the 
King’s country, which manifested itself wherever I went. I may tell you in confi- 

F 2 
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out, will allow, shall endeavour to tell you our little occurrences. 
Corsica is never from iny thoughts ; I have entered thirteen or 
fourteen very fine young men, soldiers, deserters from the 
Genoese, being Corsicans, for Smith’s coqis. Mons. Sajet 
has sent three French deserters for Dillon’s corps, and I have 
put these on board the Tarleton Brig, who shall carry them to 
Corsica the first oi)portunity. I received from Mr. Murray, 
when at Genoa, a few recruits for Smith’s cor])s, which I sent 
by Vauneau from Leghorn, and told him, and have told Mr. 
Drake, to send me the men, and I will take care of them. I 
had letters from good liord Hood : however wrong he might 
have been in writing so strongly (he allows he has) to the Ad- 
miralty, the Nation lias suffered much by his not coming to 
this Country, for an abler head, or heart more devoted to the 
service of his Country, is not readily to be met with. When I 
think of what Lord Bridport did under L’Orient,® I cannot 
but sigh. 

Bespecting our movements here, they arc vmy slow. 
General De Viiis has been long cx])(icting, but 1 fear in vain, 
an attack by General Calli with thi^ Piedmouti^se, near Ormea, 
directly back from Ventimiglia. This is the great jxnnt to be 
carried, as the Piedmontese Army would then get Ventimiglia, 
and, of course, the Enemy’s very strong posts near Alberga be 
useh’ss, and jiroliably, unless they are very active, their retreat 
to Nice cut otr. Dc Vins says he has llattered and abused 
the Piedmontese and Neapolitans, but nothing will induce them 
to act. A })lau is now concerted between the General and my- 
self, but unknown to even a Ministi'r, therefore ])ray dri not 
mention it, to embark (if these other jicople will not act) 5 or 

deuce, that Piioli lias been eiulcavoiiriiig to stir U]» niischicf, during luy absciu-c, in 
liiis i)art of the Island ; and by lies, njid inventions, some distiirbaiioe has been 
created in the districts adjoining to his own residcMicc. But by perfect lirnmess 
and jiropcr temper on my part, these attempts to disturb ns arc sure of ending in 
the disgrace of tlieir authors, as in tmth this one lias already pretty nearly done. 
It seems that Paoli is not great enough to reconcile himself to the station of a pri- 
vnu* mail and that ho still hankers af.er the Crown, which In? gave to tin* King at a 
time, indeed, when h * cauldno longer keep it for himself.”— OWr/inu/, in the Nelson 
Tapers, 

® Lord Bridport attacked the French Fleet close in with llie Foil of L’Orient, on 
the j>Itn of June, 171)5, mid captured L’ Alexandre, Le Fonnidable, and I.e Tigre 
Ships of the Line. 
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6000 men, and to make a landing between St. Uemo and Ven- 
titniglia. Some risk must be run, and the General seems a 
man who will venture when it is proper. 1 think 1 need 
scarcely say the greatest harmony subsists between us. Ad- 
miral Ilotham is daily expected, and my humble plans may 
be put aside, or carried into execution by other Officers, which 
1 should not altogether like ; however, I think the Admiral 
will stay here as little while as possible. The strong orders 
which I judged it proper to give on my first arrival, have had an 
extraordinary good effect ; the French Army is now supplied 
with almost daily bread from Marseilles ; not a single boat 
has passed witli corn. The Genoese arc angry, but that does 
not matter. 

T am truly eoncenicd that Paoli should be troublesome, 

1 had heard it, but could not give credit to such an apparent 
absurd conduct on his })art. I fully trust and believe that 
your Excellency’s mild and equitable administration will 
leave the good Corsicans little to hope or fear from Paoli and 
his adherents. Poor Agamemnon is as near worn out as her 
Caj)tain : we must both soon be laid up to repair. The 
Marines have been given to me in the handsomest manner. 
The answer given to many w-as, the King knew no Officer who 
had served so much for them as myself. Tliis goes in a 
])acket to i\Ir. Drake, who I shall request to forward it. I beg 
my best remembrances to Governor Yillettes,* and that you will 
believe me, 

K\cy your obliged and atfeclionate 

Horatio Nelson. 

To liis Excellency the Vice Roy. 


TO WILLIAM LOCKER, ESQ. 

in r.ockor PapriN. ; 

Niuli) liny, August lOtli, 1705. 

My dear Friend, 

I have received your letter of .Inly 8th, with a very late! 
newspaper. 1 liope Lord Bridpovi’s success and tlie appear- 
ances of the emigres landed in Brittany, will bring this war to 


Colonel Villeltes, Governor Of '^alvi, vule vol. i. p. I17S. 
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a happy conclusion. The peace with Spain is unfortunate, 
insomuch as it lets loose an additional Anny against the Aus- 
trian Ai-my here ; for certainly, from the [in] activity of the 
Spaniards, no henelit whatever arose to the Common Cause. 
As the conditions of the peace are not to he made public till 
September S.Srd, we may suppose there are some of the Articles 
by no means pleasant to the Allied Powers I own myself* — be- 
sides money, tlie Spaniards have consented to give Ships. 
1 know the French long since o/iered Spain peace for fourteen 
Sail of tlie Line fully stored, 1 take for granted not manned, 
as tliat would be the readiest way to lose them again. My 
command here of thirteen Sail of Frigates and Sloops is not 
altogether unpleasant ; with tlie Fleet we do nothing, not a Fri- 
gate is allowed to chase out of sight. As i have been so much 
in the habit of soldiering this war, the moment that it was known 
the Austrian Anny was coming, it was fixed the Brifjadier must 
go. However, I have succeeded in all my attempts, and i 
trust 1 shall not fail in our jwesent undertaking ; nothing shall, 
as far as my force goes, be wanting on our ])arts; but Hotham 
hates this co-operation, and I cannot get him here. The Me- 
diterranean command has ever so much business, compared 
to any other, that a man of business ought to be here. The 
Nation has lost much by the dismissal of Lord Hood, pro- 
bably the whole French Fleet, and certainly again the posses- 
sion of Toulon. Far be it from me to detract from Admiral 
llotham’s inents, for a better heart no man ])ossesscs, and he is 
(3ver kind and attentive to me; but between the abilities of him 
and Lord Hood can be no comparison. 1 know not absolutely 
if Ilotham has accepted for a continuance this command, but 
we expect Sir .Tohii Jervis, who, 1 understand, is a man of 
business. It is with real sorrow that 1 should appear to you 
so negligent in not sending you wine, which 1 fully intended, 
by Captain Burgess, of the Argo ; but my short history, I hope, 
will plead my excuse. On the 4th of July the Argo came into 
Liorenzo from Leghorn, and I sailed for Genoa the same 
night : I was chased back on the 7th by the French Fleet, but 
did not go into Fiorenzo. After our very little business,^ 
we anchored at »St. Fiorenzo on the 16th, at one r.M., and 1 

^ “ The miserable Action” of the 10th of July. Vide p. 00, ante. 


* *Vtc. 
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sailed at dark ; the Argo was then at Leghorn, for a Convoy : 
this is the truth, and it must plead my excuse for apparent 
neglect. If an opportunity offers, will you have the goodness 
to send me Mr. Charnock’s other book.* Do you ever hear 
ffom Kingsrnill ? If you write or sec him, remember me to 
him. I thank you for your remembrance of me to Simon 
Taylor. West India affairs seem to look but black, but I hope 
they arc at the worst, and that no more blood will be shed 
there. Admiral Ford,^ 1 am told, has made £180,000 — what 
a fortune ! Remember me most kindly to your sons, and all 
the family ; and believe me, with the sincerest affection. 

Ever yours most truly, 

Horatio Nelson. 


August -i.:}. 


TO J. HARRIMAiV, KSQ., CLERK TO MR. UBXEY, 

THE RRITISH CONSUL AT T.EGHORX. 

I'.Vulograpli, ill tlie Nelson rqKM-s. U is donluful if this letter was forwarded.] 

Vudo Day, August 23rd, 17 !);■>. 

M} dear Sir, 

I return you very many thanks for your kind letter, full of 
news, and for tlic enclosure from England, wliich I received at 
a time 1 was most exceedingly ill. But I am now' quite reco- 
vered. The Admirtil, T have no doubt, will have left Leghorn 
before you receive this letter, as Mr. Drake, who is now here, 
tells me the Fleet arrived on the 18th. No doubt but the Nea- 
politan Flotilla w'ould have been of the greatest service liere, as 
we w'ant Vessels of that description very much, but the season 
is ahnost past for their acting. A few weeks more and they will 
not stay a night at sea to save an lillmpirc. We are sorry to 
hear such very bad accounts from th(? Coast of Brittany,® but 
somehow on shore w^e have never been successful for a conti- 
nuance this war. But I ho])e this Army will commence our 
success by land : there is a good man, and I verily believe a 
good General, at the head of it, but these Piedmontese will not 

* Vide p. -it, ante. 

« Vice-Admiral of the Blue, John Ford, Commander-iu-Chief at Jamaica. 

• The failure of the Quiheron expedition, in July of that year. 
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do their utmost to defend, or expel the Enemy from their own 
Country, and what good can be expected from acting for sucli 
a set of people ? 

I hope the new Governor of Leghorn is a change for the 
better: as he has been in our service and acting with us, he 
must know the disposition of the English. I beg you will 
make my best respects to tlie Consul, and 

Believe me your much obliged 

Horatio Nelson. 

August ii*! tl», !'<!)•!). 

P.S. — 1. can add a Postscript wortli a hundred such letters. 
Yesterday, 1 went with part of my Scpiadron to Alassio and 
Languelia, places in possession of tlie rrench Army, where 
I did not take the ^\^ssels loaded with corn, as tliey liad 
landed it, but T took one National Corvette, two small Galleys, 
one large Gun-boat, and six or seven other \'essels, one fully 
laden. Had I the Flotilla, nothing should be on this (Joast, 
but the season is almost past for their acting. IVay make my 
best remembrances to Mr. Edney. I almost despair of seeing 
the Admiral here. 


TO THE COMMANDER OF THE NATIONAL CORVETTE, 
[Autograph drauglit, in the Nelson Papers.'! 

Agsiinemnon, Alassio, August IT'.I.’). 

Sir, 

Tlie French liaviag taken possession of the Town and Coast 
of Alassio, I cannot but consider it as an Enemy’s Coast ; 
therefore, to prevent destruction to the Town, and to avoid the 
unnecessary effusion of human blood, I desire the immediate 
suiTcnder of your Vessel. If you do not comply with my 
desire, the consequences must be with you and not with 
Your very humble Servant, 

IIOJUTIO NjiLSON. 



iDT. 36.] 


LETTERS. 


73 


TO ADMIRAl, HOTIIAM. 

[Original, in the Admiralty : piiblwlicd in the London Gazette, of October !lrd, 
IV.IO. In transmitting Captain Nelson’s Dispatch to the Admiralty, Admiral Ilotham 
said, “Ilis oflicer-like conduct upon this, and, indeed, upon every occasion where 
his services arc called forth, reflects upon him the highest credit.”] 

Agamemnon, Vado Bav, August J27th, l/Oo. 

Sir, 

Having received information from General clc Vins, that a 
Convoy of provisions and ammunition was arrived at Alassio, 
a place in possession of the French Army, I yesterday pro- 
ceeded with the Shijis named in the margin' to that place, 
where, witliiii an hour, we took the Vessels named in the en- 
closed list. There was but a very feeble opposition from some 
of the Enemy’s cavalry, who lired on our boats after Boarding 
the \"essels near tlio sliore, but 1 have the pl(\asure to say no 
man was killed or wounded. Tlie Enemy liad two thousand 
liorse and foot Soldiers in the Town, whicli prevented my land- 
ing and destroying their magazines of ))rovisions and ammu- 
nition. 1 sent Captain Fremantle of the Inconstant, with the 
Tartar, to 1 iaiiguelia, a '1 own on the west side of the Bay of 
Alassio, where he executed my orders in the most oilicer-like 
manner ; and 1 am indebted to every Captain and Officer of 
the S([uadron for their activity, but most particularly so to Lieu- 
tenant George Andrews, jirst Lieutenant of the Agamemnon, 
who by his spirited and oflicer-like conduct saved the French 
Corvette from going on shore. 

I have the honour to be. Sir, 

AVith the highest respect. 

Your most obedient Servant 

Horatio Nelson. 


’ Inconstant, Meleager, Soiuhampton, Tartar, .Uiadiie, Speedy. 
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Inclosure, No. 1 : — 

A List of Vessels taken by liis Majesty’s Squadron under the 
Command of Horatio Nelson, Esquire, in the Bay of Alassio 
and Languelia, August 2(>th, 1795. 


VJiSSElS NAMES. 


TO WHAT 
NATION 

Gnus. > Ml‘11. EELONGING. 


La Resolve (Corvette) Tolacca Ship \ 

6 guns 
tll^o^Yn 

10 


S7 French 

La Repul)liquc 

Gun-boat . 

overboard 

0 

0 

40 French 

La Coiistitutiou 

Gallev 


Brass 

1 

4 

00 French 

La Vigilante 

Galley . . 

^ 1 

Boat 

1 

4 

:l\) French 

Name unknown 

Brig, 100 tons 

. ! 

Ballast 


. . . Freneli 

Ditto 

Bark, 70 tons . 

. 1 

Bowder 

and Shells Frenrh 

l.a Ginlotta 

Brig, 100 tons 

. ! 

Wine 


, . Knuieh 

Nome nnkiiowii 

Galley, OO tons 

. 1 

Ballast 

. 

, . L'liknowu 

Ditto 

Ttu-tnn, .‘15 tons 

.1 

Wine 

, 

. . Unknown 

Destroyed 

Name unknown 

One. 

Bark . . . . 

i 

. . .| 

Powder 


! 

, . jDrove on shore 

Ditto 

Bark . . . . 

. . . i 

ProvisioiiM 

. . 1 Burned 


IIOHATIO NeT.SON, 

Tnclosure, No. 2: — 

Dimensions of the Resolve : 

Length from the after-part of the stern to tlie I Liclies. 

fore-part of the stern-post ^ 

Extreme breadth from outside to outside . . 26* 1 

Depth of the hold 11 10 

Feet. Ineh. 

Draught of water / ^ , 

® (7 10 1 orwavd. 

206 Tons. 

Guns on board: — Four niue-pounders, iron; four brass 
swivels. Hove overboard — two twelve-pounders, four nine- 
pounders. 

Very well stow(‘d. 


Vado Bay, August IV.Ky. 
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TO ADMIRAL HOTHAM. 

[Autograph draught, in the Tselson Papcr.s.] 


Agamemnon, at Sea, August 2Tth, ITOr). 

Dear Sir, 

As it is perfectly understood by the Genoese Republic that 
the part of the Riviera in the possession of the French Army 
will be considered, whilst they remain in it, as an Enemy’s 
Country by the Allied Powers, I thought it much better not 
to say anything about it in my Public J iCttcr, for I do not 
believe there will be any representation from the deed I did 
yesterday, for not a boat or message came from the Town, 
during my stay. On my approach, Genoes(J colours were 
hoisted on a small battery of two brass guns, which I laid the 
Agamemnon within pistol-shot of. The French lined the beach, 
with their colours at the head of their battalions, but humanity 
to the poor inhabitants would not allow me to fire on them. 
The same motives induced me to summons the Corvette to 
suiTcnder, as our fire must have gieatly injured the Town. 
l\Iy Summons induced the crew to abandon her. Latterly the 
French cavalry fired so hot on our Boats at the West end of 
the Town that 1 was obliged to order the IVIeleager to fire a 
few shot to protect them, and I have reason to believe the 
Enemy suffered some loss. 

The Ariadne by the great zeal of Captain Plampin to do 
much, having already taken the two small Gallies got on shore, 
but she was got off without any damage ; but it retarded our 
o])erations a little, and gave the Enemy an op])ortunity of 
landing more of their cargoes than 1 intended by our Boats 
being employed in assisting her. The Corvette is the long 
black polacca Ship which kept close alongside the Sans Culotte 
on the 13th of July, and outsails us all. The Gallies and 
Gun-boat I shall sell to the Austrian General, or the King of 


Sardinia, if he will buy them. 

I have only to conclude by raying that Mr. Drake, who I 
lell at Vado, much approved of ny Expedition. The Me- 
leager joined me on the 2ith with your letters, which I com- 
municated to the General. Ho was to set off last night to 
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view the Enemy’s position, and to return in about three days, 
when probably I shall hear more of his intentions of proceed- 
ing to the westward. 

I am, See, 

II0UA.T10 Nelson. 


TO ADMIRAL HOTHAM. 


[Originnl, in the Admiralty.] 


Agamemnon, Vado J3ay, August HOtli, ITOo. 

Sir, 

Having received information that a Sliip loaded with provi- 
sions had arrived at Oneglia, 1 yesterday afternoon manned 
the two small Gallies (taken on the 20th) with forty-four 
Officers and men from the Agamemnon, and ti'ii men be- 
longing to the Houtliampton, under tlie eonnnand of Jiieutenant 
George Andrews and Lieutenant Peter Spicer,’* of the Aga- 
meninon, and ordered liitmtenant Andrews to proceed to 
Oneglia, and to endeavour to take tlie said Shi]). On his way 
down, about nine o’clock at night, he fell in with thn^e large 
Vessels, with lateen sails, which he engaged at ten o’clock. One 
of these was carricjd by boarding, the men belonging to her 
retiring to the otlicrs, and cut her adrift (tlie three Vc'.ssels being 
made fast to each other.) At half-past ten, the attack on the 
other two was renewed witli the greatest spirit, but tlie number 
of men in the vessels \vas too great, united >vitlu the height of 
the Vessels, for our force; and my gallant Officers and men, after 
a long contest, were obliged to retreat; and it is with the greatest 
pain I have to render so long a list of killed and wounded. 

The spirited and officer-like conduct of lieutenants An- 
drews and Spicer I cannot sufficiently ai)])laud ; and every 
praise is due to each individual for their exceeding bravery and 
good conduct. 

I have the honour to be, &c., 

Horatio Nelson. 


N.B. The A essels had no Colours hoisted, but a Greek Flag 
has been found on board the Prize. 


• Afterwards a Posl-Captiiiii. 
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List of Killed and Wounded. 

Agamemnon. 

Killed, 3 ; mortally wounded, 3 ; wounded, 7. 

Officers’ names. — Mr. Thomas Withers,® Mate, wounded ; 
Mr. William D. Williams, Midshipman, mortally wounded ; 
Mr. Samuel Gamble, wounded. 

SOUTHAMPTON. 

Killed, 1 ; mortally wounded, none ; wounded, 3. 

Total. — Killed, 4 ; mortally wounded, 3 ; wounded, 10. 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO CAPTAIN COLLINGWOOl). 

rAutograpli, iii tlie possession of the Honourable Mrs. Newnliam Collingwood.] 

Vado Bay, August 31st, 173."}. 

My dear Coll., 

I cannot allow a Ship to leave me without a line for my old 
friend, who I shall rejoice to see ; but I am afraid the Admiral 
will not give mo that ])lea.sure at ])rcsent. You are so old a 
Mediterranean man, that I can tell you nothing new about the 
Country. My command hero i.s .so far j)lea.sant as it relieves 
me from the inactivity of our Fleet, which is great indeed, as 
you will soon .see. From the event of Spain making peace, 
much may be looked for, — perha])s a w'ar with that Country : 
if so, their Fleet (if no better than when our Allies) M ill soon 
bo done for. lleports here say, they mean to protect Genoese 
and other Vessels from search by our Cruisers, in the Gulf of 
Genoa. If so, the matter Mill .soon be brought to i.ssue ; for I 
liave given positive directions to search such Vessels, denying 
the right of the Spaniard to dictate to us \vhat Ships we shall 
or shall not search. T’lie Genoese are going, it is said, to 
carry a Convoy with provisions to their Towns in the Riviera of 
Genoa, in possession of the French Army. However cruel it 
may appear to deprive poor innocent peojde of provisions, yet 
2)olicy will not allow it to be done, ibr if the inhabitants liave 
plenty, .so will the Enemy, and therefore I have directed them 


® lie died a Post C iptam, in 1813. 
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to be brought into Vado. So far have I gone ; and trust I 
have acted, and shall act, so as to merit a])probation. Our 
Admiral, enlre nouSy has no political courage whatever, and is 
alarmed at the mention of any strong measure ; but, in other 
respects, he is as good a man as can possibly be. 

I hope, my dear friend, you left Mrs. Collingwood well. 
How many children have you ? Did you see Mrs. Moutray 
lately ? Her dear, amiable son was lost by serving under me. 
I have a stone on board, which is to be erected in the church 
of St. Fiorenzo to his memory.* I hardly ever knew so amiable 
a young man. Believe me, ever, my dear Collingwood, 

Your most a/lectionate Friend, 

Horatio Nelson. 

Tell me a great deal. 


TO JOHN !\lAOATnTirH, ESQ., LEGHORN. 
[Autogvapli, ill the possession of Mrs. Conway.] 


Vado Bay, August Hist, 170r>. 


My dear Sir, 

We send you and Pollard, but you are my Agent, a Brig 
with wine. She is French, we are sure. If the Admiral does 
not buy the Corvette,^ the King of Sardinia probably will ; and 
as I intend to take a number of Prizes, 1 sincerely wish >ve 
had an Agent resident here, to take all the trouble off' my 
hands. I havtj Gallics, Gun-boats, Trans])orts, &c. to sell, 
and I manage all. 

The money for the corn I have on board : it must be con- 
demned, if there is any justice. Our Allies to sup})ly our 
Enemies is too much. Two others who sailed from Cagliari 
are arrived at Nice. I have paid freight, and liberated the 
Vessel, she being Genoese. 

I have 110 ban-els of gunpowder to sell. What is the price 
[perj baiTel of 130 or 40 lbs. ? 

Yours truly, 

Horatio Nelson. 


The head-money you must get us for the Corvette and Gun- 
boat : for the Gallies, perhaps they are not worth the condem- 
nation. 


* Vide thfi Ijir.cription in vol. i. p. 482. 


* Taken at Alassio. Videp. 73. 
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TO MRS. NELSON. 

[From Clarke aiul M‘ Arthur, vol. i. p. ‘2*20.] 

Vado Bay, 1st September, 1705, 

We liave made a small Expedition with the Squadron, and 
taken a French Corvette and some other Vessels, in which 
affair I lost no men ; but since, I have not been so successful. 

I detached Mr. Andrews to cut off a Ship from Oneglia : on 
his passage, he fell in with three Turkish Vessels, as it has 
since turned out, who killed and wounded seventeen of my poor 
fellows. Seven are alread}^ dead, and more must be lost by 
the badness of their wounds ; and f am sorry to add, that the 
Turks got into Genoa, with six millions of hard cash : how- 
ever, they who })lay at bowls must expect rubs ; and the worse 
success now, the better, I hope, another time. Our Fleet is 
still at Leghorn. Collingwood I hear is anived in the Excel- 
lent, 74, with the Convoy from England. I am almost afraid 
that the campaign in this Country will end in a veiy different 
manner from what might have been expected ; but I will do 
iny best until it finishes. 

Yours, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 

TO HIS EXCELLENCY FRANCIS DRAKE, ESQ. 

[Original, in the possession of ^^rs. Davies. ] 

Agamemnon, at Sea, September 9th, 1795. 

Dear Sir, 

1 am just fav oured by your letter of September 1st, by a Ship 
from Vado. 1 was induced to go lo die westward for the 
reasons I had tlie honour cf writing you before I sailed, and, 
in addition, to make my own observations. I send you a copy 
of a paper I shall give to General De Vins, whicli 1 hope you 
will approve. 1 trust you will give me credit that no idle 
speculati\ e advantages are in my \'iew, but that my opinion is 
formed from exjiericnce and kuowlotlgo of what my Squadron 
can perform. 

If General De Vins will not move to the westward, the fault 
does not lay with his Majesty’s l^leet, who undertakes every- 
thing which can be expected from it. 
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I have no doubt in iny mind, but the whole French Army to 
tlie eastward of St. Remo would fall, or they must instantly 
quit their strong works at St. Espirito, and retreat, if possible, 
by the mountains; and Oneglia could be retaken whenever 
the General thought proper to send a body of men which 1 
could land close to it, and in a situation which would instantly 
command the Town. 

On the subject of the Genoese supplying their Town with 
provisions, I will do myself the honour of writing you a sepa- 
rate letter. 

1 have the honour to be, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 


MEMOIR SENT TO GENERAL DE VINS. 

[Erom Clarke and M‘Arlliur, vol. i. p. j 

[About !)tli of September.] 

Having been down the Coast to the westward, as for as 
Nice, the following is the result of my observation ; and the 
service w^hich I can undertake to perform with his JMajesty’s 
Squadron, should you. Sir, be inclined to think it right to got 
to the w^estw'ard of your present situation. 

I can embark four or five thousand men, with their arms 
and afewdays’])rovisions, on board the Ships of the Squadron, 
and will engage to land them within two miles of St. Remo, 
with their field-pieces. It is necessary for me to point out the 
necessity of posses.sing St. Remo, and its situation with respect 
to the sea; as it is the only place between Vado and Ville 
hianche, where the Sijiiadron can lie in safetv. The Towm is 
situated in the middle of a small Ray, where the Sipiadron 
can anchor in almost all winds : in some respects it is as good 
as Vado Ray ; in others, for the security of large Ships, it cer- 
tainly is not so. It has a Mole, where all small Vessels can 
lie and load and unload their cargoes: an advantage which Vado 
has not. Secondly, respecting provisions for the Austrian Army, 
f will undertake to provide sufficient Convoys, that they shall 
avrncin safety: and, thirdly, there can be no doubt but an 
erabaikation of the lroo))s, shoidd .such a measure prove neces- 
sary, might always be covered by the Squadron. 



.‘ET. 36.] LETTERS. • 81 

The ])ossession of St. Remo, as Head- quarters for Magazines 
of stores and provisions, would enable General de Vins to turn 
liis Army to the eastward or westward ; the Enemy at Oneglia 
would be cut off from provisions, and a body of men could be 
landed to attack it, whenever it might be judged necessary. 
Nice, from the \’icinity of St. Remo, would be com]detely 
blockaded by sea ; and the Rritish Fleet, twenty -three Sail of 
the lane, are now otf Toulon. 


TO HIS EXCELLI^NCY BARON OK \ L\S. 

riMom a Copy, ill the possession of AFr.s. Davies. Tliis l.j'tlcr was a reply to 
Cleiieral de Vins’ llns^Yel’ to the pn^ceding’ Memoir, dated on llie 1 4th of September, 
wliereiu tint (jeiierui said, “ I have received with much pleasure, your Memoir, Ct)U- 
eern'iig an attack in the neiglihourhood of St. Remo, wliich you have been pleased 
to eommiiuicate. You are well aware that in all enterprises it is necessary to 
calculate the advantages that would aiccrue, if entirely suecessful, or only ])Jirtially 
so; and also the disadvantages that might arise, if it terminated nusnccessfully. 
You say in the IMemoir that the Bay of St. Remo is equally good with that of Vado. 
1 am not a seaman, hut from the information 1 have collected respecting the difterent 
anch(>rnges along the coast of the Riviera, J have been led to conclude, that Vessels 
of a certain size could not approach St. Remo nearer than at the distance of a mile, 
or tiiereabouts, and that even then they were exposed, whilst at anchor, to every 
wind that blows ; whereas, on the contrary, in VjuIo Bay, as wc have it on record, 
the English Fleet, under the orders of Admiral Matthews, passed a great part of the 
winter tliere, during the years 1715 and 1710. lii the Military Commission that 
was held at Milan on the ‘d2nd of June 1704, it was said that the Allies ought to make 
themselves Afasters of the Road and Port of Vado, it being the only anehorage of the 
Riviera, where an English Fleet could remain during the winter, and prevent the 
Miiemy from making any attempt on Italy; si ccpeiidant Monsieur le Com- 
mandant Nelson ost assure qu’une pavtic do la Flotte puisse y passer I’liiver, il n’y 
a auouii ris(iue auquel je no m’exposerai avoe pbiisir pour lu'ocurer des ahiis assures 
iui.v Vaisseaux ib* S.M. Britannique .” — Chirke and McArthur, vol. i. jt. 200.] 

Agamemnon, Vado Bay, September 14th, 1/05. 

Sir, 

I am honoured with your Excellency’s letter of this day’s 
date: my reason for the necessity of possessing 8t. Remo, was 
not that it was a better anchorage tbai. Vado, as I say the 
contrary in my Observations, but that it is the best between 
A'^ado and Nice, and perfectly safe lor all small Vessels. 

I cannot, or do not, pretend to judge ol the movements 
your Excellency may think pro])ev to make ; but T wished to 
inform you of the support and assistance it is in my power to 

VOL. II. G 
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give you, and on which you may depend in any airangeinent 
making, for getting to die westward. 

I beg leave to transmit you a co]iy of Admiral ITotham’s 
letter* to me of August 19th, which I believe is a full answer to 
one part of your letter. I beg leave to assure your Excellency 
that I am ever ready to give you every assistance in my power, 
and that I am, 

With the gi-eatcst truth, your Excellency’s 

Most faithful obedient servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO IMRS. NELSON. 

[From Clarke and 31* Arthur, vol.i. p. ^231.] 

Vado Buy, loth Soplcmher, I'J !);*). 

I am not, Fanny, quite so well pleased as I expected with 
tliis Army, which is slow beyond all description; and I begin 
to think, that the Enqteror is anxious to touch anotlier four 
millions of English money As for the (Icrman Generals, 
war is their trade, and ])cace is ruin to them ; therefore w'O 
cannot expect that they should have any wish to linish the 
war. 1 have just made some propositions to the Austrian 
General to spur him on, which I believe he would have beim 
full as well ])]eased had I omitted : in short, I can hardly 
believe he means to go any farther this winter. I am now 

* Clarkr und 3I‘Artlmr (i. have |:<iven the following copy <)f Admiral Tin 

tham’s Letter to Cajdain Nelson, of the IJhh of August: — “ I have received your 
lett(!r of the Hitli, [this Letter has not been found] iiifoniiiiig me of (Jeiu'ral de 
\ii)s’ dt'sire, to liave clear answers to the propositions tlierein slated. 'J'o the lirst 
of which, viz. : ‘ Will tiie Admiral return to Ahwlo from Leghorn /’ I ansNNer, Lli- 

certain; hut I rather lliiiik I shall not liav«‘ an o])pf)rtimity of returning there, 
owing to the intelligeh-e I have received from the Admiralty, which nuidfu’s my 
presence immediately necessary in another place. 'Vo the second proiiosition, viz., 

‘ N\ ill the Admiral assist, and cover the landing <»f from six to ten thousand men, on 
t'lf ( oust of Pro* enco /’ 1 answe;, 'I’hat it will not he in my j)ower so to do, on 

account o) ila- I h e: being required h)r another service, as slated in the preeeding 
answer, i o toe thiid nroposiiion, viz., ‘ Will the Admiral niidertakt? to prevent the 
'I’oulon fleet from moh-sfrng jnv ope.ation.s 1 answer, Yes, most certtiinly.” 

a f on\eiifioii signed at Vienna, <ui the hh of May, ITfln, between the King 
of Great ilritain and the Mmpcwor, it was agreed that .1 ,()(.)(),()( )()/. should he raiscal 
in England on account of his Imperial Majesty, who engaged to employ iti his dif- 
ferent Airaie.s in the campaign of tliis year, at least ;;>00,00() effective men. 
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imdor sail, on my way to Genoa, to consult with our Minister 
on the inactivity of the Austrians ; and he must take some 
step to urge these people forward. The small Flotilla from 
Naples has just joined ; but die season is almost too late for 
their acting. However, if they will act, 1 can find them plenty 
of employment; though I doubt their inclination. I hope 
my dear father is as well as I sincerely pray he may be. 

Yours, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 

TO GENERAL EE VTNS. 

[From eiarko ami M •Arthur, vol. i. p. 

(ifiioa Mole, 17th Septemher, 179'». 

Your Excellency having doubtless suggested a much better 
])lan than the debarkation of the Troops at 8t. llcmo, which, 1 
again take tlie liberty of rtnuinding you, was mentioned as tlie 
only place pro])er for landing stores and provisions: if you 
would have the goodness to let me know' the time, and llie 
nundter of Troojis ready to embark, 1 w ill immediately dispatch 
a Ship to Admiral Hothain, to retpiest he will order a suflicient 
number of Transports ; which, if at Corsica, I am sure lie w ill 
instantly do, and 1 trust that your blxcellency’s jdan would be 
successful ill its fullest extent. Your Excellency will see by 
the Admiral’s letter of August 19th, of wiiich 1 had the honour 
to send you a co])y, that the Admiral insures you from any 
molestation in your operations by the French Meet. 

I am, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 

TO ADMIRAI. IlOTlIAAl. 

[From Clurke mul M ‘Arthur, vol. i. p. 

Ooiioi, 17 ih Seplombor, ITOi!). 

Sir, 

1 came here yesterday morning for the purjiose of commu- 
nicating with his Majesty's MinistOi‘ on several very important 

* Oil the UUh of September, Mr. Drake Mioto to Oapuiiii Nelson : “(Jenernl do 
Vius excuse, about tLo Court of Turin having made reticc is a mere pretext; to 

o 2 
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])ointS 5 and, amongst others, on ilic appearance of the inac- 
ti\ ity of the Austrian General de \4ns, who, at my first coining 
on this station, seemed very anxious to get to Nice ; and indeed 
I had very little doubts as to the accomplishment of it. How- 
ever, week after week has passed, without his Army liaving 
removed one foot to the westward of where 1 found them. A on 
know. Sir, his desire to have answers to tliree (|uestioiis I had 
the honour to s( 3 nd yon — which you gave him ; and, in the 
last, you declared, that the French Fleet should not molest his 
operations : this answer was certainly all he could liai e wished. 

As 1 j)erceivcd that every idea of an attack on the Enemy’s 
works at St. I'ispirito was given over, I proceeded down the 
Coast to tlu 3 westward as far as Nice, and the only ]dace 
where I found it jiraeticabhi to land the Troo])s, was near St. 
E-emo, a Genoese Town in possession of the French troops, 
except the Citadel. You will sec, the Geneval’s answer to my 
letter goes totally wide from what I could have meant. As it 
had for some time a})p(;arcd to me that tlie General intended 
to go no farther than his jwesent position, and meant to lay 
the miscarriage of the enterpiise against Nice, which I liad 
always been taught to believe mif> the great object of this 
Army, to tlie non -cooperation of the British Fleet and the 
Sardininn Army ; to leave the General no room to insinuate 
such a want on our ])art, has been th(3 object of my Memoir, 
which T hope you will ap])rovo. In concert with Mr. Drake, 
r have written this day to the General. If his answer should 
be the desire of Transports, I think we have them — a passage 
of twenty -four liours is the outsidt* ; but I suspect lie will now 
find other excusi*s, and were you to grant lh(‘ wdiole Fleet for 
Trans])orts, I verily bcilicve some excuse would be found. 
This, Sir, is my ])ublic opinion, and which I wish not to con- 
ceal; ha]jpy shall I be to find mys(df mistaken, and with what 
ardour Vvould I give the General every su])])ort, should such a 
favourable change take phace. I am, &,c. 

llojiATio Nelson. 

P.S.— l have just received the General’s answer to iny 

leuvo him no lo(»|) liolo, I havo wiitton to him to iJiiy, to nssiiro him formully aiiJ 
miu'h'.hriiilly, that it is not tnio; und yon are fully at liberty to repeat to the 
(Jenornl, in the Wrongest luaiiner, these ashuronceri from jne.” 
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Letter written in concert with Mr. Orakc, As I know not the 
place of debarkation, 1 cannot say anything about it ; but be- 
lieve it is bet^veen Nice and the Var, wliere the Country people 
liave never been subjected to the French ; and it is cx])ected 
they will take the batteries on the Coast, and hold them until 
a landing is etiected. If the General is in earnest, which I 
still doubt, I have no fear for the success, and we shall yet 
ha\'c Ville Franche. 


TO Ills EXCELLENCY FRANCIS DRAKE, ESQ. 

[A’ltogvnph, ill the possession of .loliii Bullock, Esq.] 

Agamemnon, fienou Mole, September Isth, r,i),S. 

My dear Sir, 

Tlici occasion of the Inconstant’s having been fired upon by 
the Ilattery, as reported to the Oilicer commanding the Aga- 
memnon in my absence, by the Captain of the Port, is as 
follows : — 

7'hat when I came in 1 was told that no other Sliip of War 
could enter the l\)rl, to which I said, none other was coming 
in ; that the first gun Avas only with powder, and as she still 
came in, the otlier Avas Avith siiot fired ahead of her, and that 
he requested I Avould make a signal for the iShijis not to enter 
tlie Port. llaA ing said tliis, he Avent on sliore. The Incon- 
stant Avanted [to have communication Avith me’"] therefore stood 
round tlu* Agamemnon. This ca.se can hardly be called 
coming into I\)rt^ — at least, Ave do not understand it so. 

'J'hese are the facts as stated to me. 1 should like to knoAv 
one thing, on Avhicli must hinge the pro])riety or imjiropriety, 
of the conduct of [the] llepublic : Would the Ihqmblic, in 
no situation of danger Avhatever, admit mon' than live Ships 
inside the Mole-head? If they ansAver ‘ \o,’ I have but 
little to say ; but if they ansAver ‘ A cs,’ how could they tell 
tliat the Inconstant Avas luit necessitated from some cause to 
make for a Port ? No iiujuirics Aveie made, but the first notice 
is a shot — to say, Avhatever maA l>e your distress, you shall not 
enter here, or find pvotecUoii in < >cnoa Mule. [Much more/’] 


* The migimil boijig torn in these? phirc.‘'. tlii. lacuiiie nre supplied from the copy 
inOhirko uud AEArthiir, vul. i. p. 
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might be said, but I am sure yon will do what is right. 'Ihe 
demanding an ex])lanation may one day serve our turn by tlie 
answer they may give. 

Tf I w^as to chase a French Ship of War, and slie went into 
Genoa Mole, at a time when there were more than five vShips in 
the Mole, and they did not fire on her, and turn her out, 
I would instantly attack her on their own reasoning, ‘We 
will protect live, and no more.’ 


TO ADMIRAL HOTHAM. 

[From Clurkc and jM'Artlmr, vol. i. p. ‘2>U. j 

September I'JU.’). 

I have had a meeting with General de Yins this morning, 
who informed me, that yesterday his Troops carried a of 
the Enemy in the centre of the mountain St. J^^spirito, and 
that the Austrians arc now within half musket-shot of some 
other })oint, which, if jiossible, Ikj means to attack : he is going 
to the advanced post himself. The General also told me, that 
the moment he knows tlie Trans]jorts arc ready, lie will licad 
tlie Troops, and lias no doubt of being successful. — Four or 
fn e thousand })easantry are ready to take a battery of eight 
guns, where the landing is to be elfected ; for such a short 
voyage, a few Ships will carry tlie mi'ii ; and if the Dolphin is 
at hand, or tlie Camel cleared, they w ould take a great number, 
I hope. Sir, the General will be left without any excuse. 

1 am, (See. 

lIoiiATio Nelson. 


TO MRS, AELSOiN, 


[From Clarke and M‘Art)njr, vol i. j). ] 

September liao. 

T have oc(*n, in concert witli his Majesty’s Minister, very 
hard at work in jitishing the Austrian General forward; and 
yesterday moining got them to make an attack, that has been 
successful, and they have carried the centre Post, on the ridge 
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of mountains occupied by the French Troops. The Action 
lasted ten hours, and if the General will caiTy one other point, 
we shall gain thirty-three miles of Country. Another plan is 
in agitation, which, if the Admiral will give me Transports . to 
carry a certain number of Troops, will astonish the French, 
and pcrliaps the Englisli. The Gcmn-al, if he can be brought 
to move, is an Oflicer of great abilities ; but the politics of his 
Court so constantly tic his hands, that he cannot always do 
what he thinks proper. However, if the Army does not move, 
our Minister, wlio is fixed at Head-quarters, will endeavour to 
witlihold the remainder of the Em[)eror’s loan — say gift ; this 
is an all-powerful motive with a German Court, and for which 
the lives of their Subjects are held in no estimation : 1 am be- 
come a politician, almost fit to enter the Diplomatic line. 

8c))tember 24th. — T am just anived at Leghorn, and have 
nx'oivcd a most lionourable testimony of my conduct, whicli 
lias l)eeu transmitted from the Austrian General to our Minis- 
ter It has not, indeed, been in my power to perform much ; 
but I have done all I could to serve the Cause. 

Yours, &c. 

IIonATio Nelson. 


fO THE KIGJIT HONOURABLE SIR GILBERT ELLlOr, 

YTC E-ROY OF CORSICA. 

[Aulogrnpli, in llic Minto 

Agiimcmiion, Lcgliorn, September ^ lib, 17!)5. 

,My dear Sir, 

The news 1 can tell you is very little. The General seemed 
to make excuses for his not going on, apparently to nn^ very 
frivolous, and I am sure it was his intention to have laid part 
of tlie blame of the want of success in this campaign to die 
non-cooperation of the British Fleet ; and as it was, he said, 
impossible to force the Enemy’s works at St. Esprit, he seemed 
very much inclined to rest for the winter at Vado. However, 
to leave him without an excuse .>n my part, I went down the 
Coast to the westward, as far as Nice, and sounded and ex- 


® Vide p. 83, post. 
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amincd every Tortt On my retuni, I oiTored to cany live 
thousand men at one time, and to land them, bag and bag- 
gage, with their field-pieces, and to ensure their safe Convoys 
of provisions. This would have cut ofl all supplies for the 
Enemy to the Eastward, and they must, in my opinion, have 
abandoned their stupendous works at St. Esprit. To this 
paper the General gave me another plan, which he thought 
would be better; but as this requires a small degree of assist- 
ance from Admiral llotham, it cannot be carried into execu- 
tion till I hear from the Admiral. I only want Transports, and 
if he gave me one Seventy-four, I verily believe we shall yet 
possess Nice. Mr. Drake perhaps tells you how we are obliged 
to manoeuvre about the General, but the politics of Courts are, 
my dear Sir, (I see,) so mean, that private people would be 
ashamed to act in the same way : all is trick and finesse, to 
which is sacrificed the Common Cause. 

The General wants a loo})-hole, but I hojie he will not have 
one ; he shall not, if 1 can help it, for I want Mile Eranche 
for a good anchorage this winter. From what motives I doiFt 
know, — 1 hope, from a good one, — the General sent orders to 
attack the Enemy’s strongest post at St. Esi)rit. After an 
attack of ten hours, it was carried. The General seems 
])leased, and says, if he can cany one other, the Enemy must 
retire, which would give us the Country as far as Oncglia. 
Then comes another objciction, which I am prej)aring against — 
viz. , he will say I cannot hold an extent of Sea-coast ol‘ forty 
miles. I must give up Vado, for the Enemy at Orniea arc on 
my left flank, and the Piedmontese will not attack them ; how- 
ever, time and opportunity may do much. 

Mr. Drake has just received his a})pointmcnt to reside at 
the Head-quarters of the Austrian Army. I rejoice at it. The 
loss of the Austrians in the last attack was 1000 killed and 
wounded. The Austrians have a battery of six 24-pounders in 
the centre of the Enemy’s posts. I semd over nine men for 
Colonel Smitlj’s corps, which 1 entered for him at Genoa and 
Vado. I have on board, for tlieir passage to Leghorn, three 
Ofllcers of Dillon’s, who have been obliged to leave Genoa. 
It gives me j)ain to heor such bad accounts of the beliaviour of 
many of the Corsicans. Wliat they can mean, is impossibh) 
for me to gness, unless French gold has found its way amongst 
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some of tlieir Chiefs ; but 1 hoj)c they will yet be quiet, and 
no longer troublesome to your Administration, which has done 
so much for them. 1 beg my best compliments to Governor 
Villettes, and believe me, dear Sir, 

Most faithfully yours, 

Horatio Nelson. 

TO THE UEVEllEND MR. NELSON, BATH. 

[Autogrnph, in the Nelson Papers.] 

Lcgiioru, September jifhh, 170.^. 

My dear Father, 

I am this moment receiving the jdeasurc of your letter of 
September 3rd, and should be glad, did circumstances so turn 
out, that T could get to England in the Agamemnon, for in no 
other way can 1 get home with honour or propriety ; and I 
nmst say, cxcej)t the being at home, 1 know of no Country 
so ])leasant to serve in as this, or where my health is so good. 
My command at Vado is honorary though expensive, for all 
FoiXjigners only consider our rank and not our pay. 1 have 
the satisfaction to have received the handsomest testimony of 
conduct, and as 1 know you will partake with me that satisfaction, 
I send you a copy of the Minister’s Note to the Admiral — viz., 
‘ I ^annot in justice to the abilities, judgment, and acti>'ity of 
Captain Nelson, omit mentioning to your Excellency, the 
very high opinion in which that Otiiccr is held l)y General de 
V"ins and the other Austrian General-Officers ; and 1 have 
thought it my duty to transmit to his Majesty’s Ministers at 
J lome this handsome testimony which our Allies bear to the 
zeal and good conduct of that Officer, whom your J^xccllency 
was pleased to select to command the Squadron co-operating 
with them. This unprejudiced testimony is no less llattcring 
to Captain Nelson than to your Excellency’s discernment in 
having made choice of him for tins service.’ 

1 have nothing to write about but myself, for none else 
attempts to do anything. ]f our plan can be caiTied into 
execution, we shall take Nice, but much must be left to 
chance : the plan well laid is most likely, but never certain, of 
success. 1 came in here four days ])ast and am now under 
sail for V"ado. Our Fleet has arrived at Corsica from a 
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cruize ofl’ Toulon, where they permitted six Sail of the Line 
and eight Fiigates to escape out of Toulon,^ and I believe 
they have left the Mediterranean. Having talked of myself, 
I have nothing more to add, except that Admiral Hotham 
is just going to send six Sail of the Line after the French 
Ships escaped from Toidon,^ and supposed to be gone to 
the West Indies. Josiah is well, never ill. Hoste has 
almost recovered liis broken leg.” Parted with I rank* for 
drunkenness, and when so, mad : nev(n* will keep a drunkard 
another hour. Agamemnon almost worn out, must go home 
shortly. With best hn e to my wife, believe me 
Your most affectionate and dutiful Son, 

Horatio Nelson. 

I was not much surprised to hear of Mr. Raven’s depar- 
ture, but very much of jioor Edmund Kolfe.^ 


TO THE CO]\nrA\DER OF THE NEAPOLITAN FLOTILLA. 

[From Clarke and M‘Artlinr, vol. i. p. 

Ist October, n uO. 

Sir, 

The Enemy’s Gun-boats having very niucli annoyed the 
Austrian Camp, near Loaiio, 1 must desire that yon will, until 
fiirther orders, consider the preventing of these Boats from an- 

’’ OTuler Reai’-Adinirnl Ricliery. 

® James says (Naval JJIsfori/^ xol. i. p. ’F#.'!,) tliat Admiral Hotliain beard of tbc 
escape of tlu: Frencb Scpuidron by a Carud, on the ’J'ind of September ; ami tljat it 
■vvas not until the bih of October that he detached Hear Admiral MttJi, with six Sail 
of llie Line, after tliein. 

® Mr. Hoste broke his lep;’ on iajard of one of the Vessels taken out of Ahissio on 
the 27th of August, by falling down the scuttle. He gave a liumorous aecoiint 
of the accident in a letter to his brother, on the 1 Ith (^f September, wlierein he 
said — “ Captain Nelson often comes down to sec* me, and tells jjie to get every- 
thing 1 -want from him.” — ^fr 7 noirs of Sir William Jl>n<fr, vol. i. p 11. 

^ I rank Lepee, liis old .scTvanl. Frank Lepee was frequently mentioned in Mrs. 
Nelsons letters to her Imshajid ; and it appears from her letter of the lOth of 
Heecmber, 1704 tiiat lie Ijod fai’en hito disgrace: — “ I’oor Frank! I own 
I was afnud sr)ni< thh!g was the niaiter — that he was not so good as formerly; 1 am 
very sorrv that he is iii . o deploi ahb; a way ; 1 hope he never is with you ; yon may 
be able to get him i)i (.rccnwicli Hospital. You are sure of Captain Locker.” 

* JL^ first cotisiii, son ol the Reverend Robert Rolfe by Alice Nelson, vide vol. i. 
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noying the Austrian Camp, as the greatest and only service 
which I at present wish you to perforin ; and I hope, from the 
zeal which the Officers of the King of Naples have always 
shown, that you will soon find an opportunity of attacking and 
destroying these Gun-boats. 

Tf you can spare any of the Feluccas from this service, I 
shall be glad to have two of them stationed between Vado and 
Genoa, to prevent the Enemy’s row-boats, from Genoa, mo- 
lesting the Vessels with provisions for the Army at Vado. 

1 am, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO MRS. NELSON. 

[From C'larko and M‘Aillun*, vol. i. p. ‘230.] 

Vado Bay, October Olli, i /O.'). 

Nothing has occurred, since 1 wrote last, except the sailing 
of the French Stpuidron from Genoa. As soon as they kiunv of 
my absence, th(3y made a jmsli, and I fear are all got off. 
Two of our Frigates were seen firing at tlicm ; but I have not 
much expectation of their success. It was a near touch, for I 
came back tlic next morning, after they had sailed on the pre- 
ceding evening. I am vexed and disappointed ; but the best 
laid schemes, if obliged to be trusted to others, will soineliines 
fail. I must submit, and liojie for better luck another time : 
yet a Squadron of French Ships would have so graced my 
trium])h ! In the opinion of the Genoese, my Sijuadron is 
constantly offending ; so that it almost a])])ears a trial between 
us, who shall first lx; tired, they of complaining, or me of an- 
swering them. However, my mind is fixed ; and nothing they 
can say will make me alter my conduct towards them. 

Our Armies are very close to the French, every hour I expect 
an attack from them ; as the General, from some cause or other, 
docs not just now seem to be in the liumour to begin the 
attack. — I have just recei-. ed a very affectionate letter from his 
Royal Highness the Duke of Clarence,^ and he appears to 
remember our long acquaiutanc(' with much satisfaction : one 
of his expressions is, ‘ 1 never jMtt with a letter of yours, they 
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are io me valuable.’ Jle finds nni unalterable, which I 

fancy he has not always done in those he has honoured witli a 
preference. 

Yours, &c., 

Houatio Nelson. 

TO WILLIAM SUCKLING, ESQ. 

[From “The Athenaeum.” The Agamemnon was sent to reconnoitre 'J’oulon, 
in company with the Flora, towards the end of October, but she returned to her 
station off Vndo early in the following inoiitli.]] 

Agamemnon, off Marseilles, October ‘27th, J7!) j. 

My dear Sir, 

Although I seldom have the pleasure of hearing innnediately 
from yourseir, yet Mrs. Nelson never fails of telling me of your 
health, the goodness of which, she ^Ycll knows, gives me real 
satisfaction. 

The cam])aign of our Allies, the Austrians and Piedmontese, 
is, I suppose, almost over, not that I am in the secret when it 
commenced. My situation with this Anny has convinced me, 
by ocular demonstration, of the lutility of Continental Alliances. 
Hie conduct of the Court of Vienna, whatever may be said by 
the House of Commons to the contrary, is nothing hut decep- 
tion : I am certain, if it a))])cars to that Court to be their interest 
CO make peace with France, it will be instantly done. What is 
Austria better than Prussia, or n’cc rersd Y — in one rcsj)ect, 
Prussia perhaps may he better than Austria: the moment he 
got our money he finished the farce. Austria, I I’ear, may in- 
duce ns to give her more, for to a certainty she w ill not carry 
on another campaign without more money ; but it apjiears to 
me tliat the continuance or ce.ssalioii of the war dejieiids en- 
tirely on the French Nation thcm.selve.s : it will now be seen 
wh()ther they are willing to receive and join the Count d’ Artois 
and have Royally ; or if they oppose him, that they are deter- 
mined to be a Republic. If the first, at this moment of waiting 
all must be nearly finished : if they destroy the I'hnigrants 
landed at Chaionte, li is clear the French Nation wisli to he a 
Republic ; and the best thing we can do, is to make the host 
and (pnekest peace, we can : (he landing the Emigrants is our 
last trial ; and if that fail, wc have done our utmost to ])lacc 
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liouis upon the Throne. To me, I own, all Frenchmen are 
alike : I despise them all. They are (even those who are fed 
by ns) false and treacherous: even Louis XVII F. receives our 
money, and will not follow our advice, and keep up the dignity 
of the King of France at Verona. 

Fame, with her Avings and long tongue, has proclaimed that 
prizes (and, of course, riches arc imagined,) have fallen most 
abundantly on the Agamemnon. I wish I could tell you it is 
true ; if the 0 olden Fleece is condemned, which I very much 
doubt, from the number who share for her — nine of us,— if I 
get 5 or 900 ]>ounds, what a valuable piize she must be ! 
My otluirs, although pretty numerous, are scarcely anything ; 
for I assure you, that if, at the conclusion of the war, I save 
my pay for the Agamemnon, 1 shall feel myself extremely for- 
tunate. Everything is by comparison : excei)t one or two 
Line of Battle Ships, we arc the only one who has got a 
pound ; and they must, from the expenses of a Fleet, have s])ent 
a little l()i tuno — so far I. feel highly fortunate. 

As the Annies are quiet, the Admiral has given me directions 
to look after the French Fleet at Toulon (whilst he lies quiet in 
liCghorn Hoads) ; and as I know of no ])crson so active as 
myself, here I am Avith one Frigate off Marseilles — not a Vessel 
to b(i seem ; but before 1 close my letter I hope to say Ave have 
a prize. 

Remember mo most kindly to Mrs. Suckling, Miss Suckling, 
and every part of the family. Is Captain Suckling still on the 
Continent November 

No success, although I have been indehitigable. Tlic sea- 
men have all deserted the Ships in Toulon, therefore as a Fleet, 
they cannot come to si'a again. In France they had a very 
fiiKi harvest, and broad is by no means d('ar or scarce. The 
Sj)anish Vessels now till Marseilles Avith every comlort and 
luxury. Peace, I believe, Avill yet be Avith ns be lore next 
Janiu\rv; at least I hope so, if it can be had on honourable 
terms. Believe me 

Your most obliged and atIi}clionate NephoAv, 

IIo«.\Tro Nelson. 


’ At Noon, “ East l-hul of tho Isle of Levant, (near Toulon,) N.W. \ W. six 

leuj^ues.”— Iauj. 
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TO 

[From “ The Athenaeum.” The Athlress of this Letter is not given.] 

Agamemnon, Vailo Bay, November Oth, i’iO,'). 

Deal* Sir, 

I have just received your letter of September 29th, and will 
he open and sincere in my declaration, that I will not attempt 
to come into Paiiianicnt^ but in su])port of the real Whig in- 
terest — I mean the Portland interest ; and I must know that 
those principles are truly acceptable to that party which you 
conceive w'ould gi^'c mo its support. 

My pretensions are only a long series of services performed 
for my Country ; and if that part of my Country who may 
lionour me with their conlidence in Parliament, think me an 
eligible person to serve them in the House of Connmms, tlic 
same zeal shall manifest itself there as it has done so roj)eat(;dly 
in their service in Action against the French. 1 have only to 
say, that 1 have been nK)rc than one hundred times actually 
engaged in Battle, at sea and on shore, against the French, since 
the conimencement of this war, and that 1 have beem twice 
w'oundcd. If these gentlemen are satisfied, the Duke of l\n‘t- 
laiid must be applied to, through Jiord Walpole and Lady 
Wal])olc ; for altliough I have so often seen the h'nnich shot, yet 
truly I have seen little of their money. 1 can have no doubt of 
Lord Hood’s good wishes to serve me, and 1 will wTitc to him 
on the subject ; nor will Admiral Cornwallis, lam confident, 
withhold his assistance. Lord Conw-ay’ is my friend and ac- 
qiiainfanco, and a more honourable man, f am confident, docs 
not gi-ace the Navy of England; tlnTofore, if] am joined with 
him, the same Admiralty interest will siijiport us both. If it 
is necessary that I should be in England, the Duke of Port- 
land must make application for the Agamemnon to bo ordered 
home : but 1 should hope that, Vicing lunv actually in the most 
acthe seivice in the jMediterraiiean, it will not be necessary, 
(for I should not mucli like a land voyage,) tlierefbrc, if it is 
ir'ccissary, 1 sh* u1d hope Agamemnon will bo ordered home. 

* Not];int? 11,010 is . of Il,r> pi-oi»osiiioji to bring Ni-lson into Ibaliarnciit : lio 
never .sat iu the J loose oi Cojutdoiih. 

^ Vicc-Arfiniral Lord ilngl! S( ymour t'oinmy, vide vol. i. p. 
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Thus, iTiy dear Sir, I have been plain, and cannot well be 
misunderstood. Believe me ever. 

Your most obliged, humble servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO GENERAL COUNT WALLIS, OF THE AUSTRIAN ARMY. 

[From Clarke and M‘Artliur, vol. i. p. 230.] 

Agamemnon, Vado Bay, 7tli November, 179.*). 

Sir, 

I was honoured last night with your letter of yesterday’s 
date. I hope every General Officer in the Army will give me 
credit for my desire ol‘ doing whatever is in my power to ren- 
der them assistance. I will immediately order a Frigate and 
a Brig to cruise off Cape Noli, in order to kec^p tliesc Gun- 
boats in some check ; but the Captains of the Ships who have 
amdiorcd ofi* Pietra declare to me, that it is im))Ossible to bo 
tlun-e in tlie least swell, as it is a ([uicksand ; and the Frigate 
and Brig were with difficulty saved, wluni lliere a few days 
ago. 

Indc'cd, Sir, though I shall order the Ships off Noli, as you 
seem to wish it, yet I must a])prise you, that the first strong 
wind off tlie laud may drive them to sea, and tliat tlie same 
wind is favourable to the Kneniy’s Gun-boats; and 1 am sorry 
to o])servo, that Languelia and Alassio arc good places to ride 
at anchor in, when the same wind would drive any Vessel on 
sliore which may be at Pietra. The moment I hear of an 
attack, you may assured f shall come round in the Aga- 
meiniioii, and rcnidcr you every assistance in my power. 1 
wisli the Nea])olitau Gallics would ever keep in Vado Bay, 
wlicn they would he nearer to you, hut tlujy are always iu 
Savona Mole. I truly lament las Excellency General Do Viiis’ 
bad stat(i of health, and I beg leave to send my sincere wishes 
for his speedy recovery. 

J am, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 
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TO ins EXCELLENCY liAKON DE VINS. 

[From a Copy, in the possession of ]Mrs. Davies.] 

Agnmemiion, Voilo Bav, November 8th, 170;*). 

Sir, 

As you are in expectation of a general attack by the French, 
and that the Enemy’s Giiii-boais may be very troublesome by 
corning on your flank, and as 1 hold my Shii)s in momentary 
readiness to come to your assistance, I beg leave to suggest as 
the quickest means of my knowing of the attack, that signals 
by guns (if possible) mai' be establislicd from Pietra to the 
Fort in Vado. 

You may rest assured that the moment I know of the attack 
that a very short time .shall carry tlie Agaimniinon and eveiy 
Vessel I can collect to Pit?tra ; for believe me, I have the most 
sincere disposition to co-operate with }'our Excellency in the 
destniction of our Enemies, and that 1 am, with the highest 
respect and esteem, % 

Your Excellency’s 

Most Obedient Servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO Ills EXCELLENCY FRANCIS DRAKE, ESQ. 

[From Clarke ami M‘Arthuv, vol. i. p. 

Agamemiioi), Vmlo Bay, Llth November, ITOrj. 

IVIy dear Sir, 

I was only yesterday favoured with yours of the 5th, enclos- 
ing a Bulletin relative? to the Coast near St. Homo. I had 
yesterday morning a letter from General do Vins, informing 
me that the Tartans were withdrawn from Borghetto, and that 
he thinks his j^osition too strong lor tin? French to succeed in 
any attack they may make. Nothing, I am sure you will be- 
lieve, will be w anting on the part of my Squadron, to cover the 
General’s flank by sea. I have requested the General to esta- 
blish signals l)y guns, when I .should be with him, before they 
got well warm in the attack. Flora and a Brig are now cruis- 
ing off Noli and Pietra ; but 1 fear they may be blown off the 
Coas<^ The weather is so severe, tliat either the French or 
Austrians must quit the hills ; and as some Austrian soldiers 
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liave died with the cold on their posts, the Enemy cannot be 
very comfortable. A few days must, I think, give a turn to 
the face of aflairs. Kellerman, 1 understand, visits every post 
once in twenty-four hours, and says everything to encourage 
the soldiers. Last night brought a re])ort, that the French 
privateers from Genoa had landed at Voltri, and taken money 
and other efiects belonging to the Austrians. If this account 
be true, it must altcn- tlic system of Genoese neutrality : pray, 
tell me something about it : you must of course be informed of 
the circumstance, or know it to be a fabrication. I am un- 
mooring, and intend, if the weather be tolerable, to go to- 
moiTow' to Pietra for a few hours, to pay my respects to Gene- 
ral de Mils, ivho has been very ill. 

Re])orts say, and I lielicve it is true, that Admiral Hotham 
has struck his Flag and given up the command, as also Admiral 
Goodall; and that Sir Hyde Parker commands thi? Fleet until 
Sir John Jervis’s arrival. Gaptain Frederick‘S has hoisted a 
Distinguishing Pendant, and commands the third Division of 
the Fleet. J’his cannot, my dear Sir, but make me feel, that 
1 am the lirst Oflicer commanding a Scpiadron, destined to 
e()-o]a'rate with the Austrians and Sardinians, who has been 
without a Distinguishing Pendant : most have had a Broad 
Pendant,^ but that I neither expected, nor wished for; yet 1 
think, as 1 have had the pleasure to give satisfaction to our 
Allies, that the Ministry, if you thought pro])er to represent it, 
would order me a Distinguishing Pendant from my having 
this coiniuand, or some other mark of their favour. Pray excuse 
this ])avt of my letter : I am assured you will do what is right 
for me. 

I am, &:c. 

IToratio Nrlsox. 


“ Capliiin Ni'lsoii was tlion within seven of the top of the l.i^l of^Ro'^t Captains, 
Hiitl the iianu* (»f Captain 'L'homas l.oiutx I'vedoiiok stood in*xl Itelow liis own. 

^ See a Nott* on the sniiject of Hags, Distingnishing IViidiinls, \e., at the end of 
tliis or of a !r.iil)setjnent Volnnie. Nch on did not obtain ^'is wish until the following 
year. 


VOL. ir. 
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TO JOHN M‘ARTIIUR, ESQ., JOHN UDNEY, ESQ., AND THOMAS 
POIXAUD, ESQ., AGENTS FOR THE CAPTORS. 

[Autograph, in the possession of John Lnxford, Esq.] 

Gentlemen, Agamemnon, Vado Pay, Novemher l;ilh, 11 Or). 

You will herewith receive {lej)ositions relative to the taking 
a Ship laden with corn, bound to a ])lace occupied by the 
Armies of France or to France. If it is necessary, you will send 
these papers to England, but really I sec but little a Court of 
Admiralty has to decide upon. The confiscation of the cargo 
docs not depend on ])roving it the in-operty of our Enemies, 
but by a mutual agicemcnt between the Genoese Government, 
the English Minister at Genoa, and the Austrian General, 
that all corn necessary for the use of the inhabitants of th(^ 
Ecpublic should be allowed to pass without molestation, it 
being certified by the Genoese Secretary of State, the English 
Minister giving a jiassport, and also the Austrian General, — all 
other cargoes were to be considered as liable to confiscation. 
All the corn for the use of the inhalntants has been passed 
for two months with the ])roper ])apers, therefore I beg you to 
consider what is ])ro])er to be done in this case. From what is 
the Court of Admiralty to judge r — the freight is to be paid by 
an order on the French Corn-agent at Genoa, the house of 
Gheraldi ; most probably the cargo will not be claimcul, but if 
it is, our Proctor must have proper notice how matters stand 
here. The Austrians sell instantly, and share the money ; our 
poor sailors are ke])t a long time out of their money. Is there 
no Court of Admiralty established in Corsica? England is a 
great way off: however, I trust you will be as (*x])editious as 
})ossiblc ; the corn being liable to be spoiled, I had it surv(‘yed, 
and have it ])aid the MasUu* his freight, and shall 

liberate the Vessel so soon as the cargo is (leli\X‘red. Her 
damages, occasioned by our heavy fire on her, in conse(juence 
of hea- running away from ns, 1 shall not make good ; the Cap- 
tain brought it on himst'lf. I have only to ho})e you will do 
the best, and am Vour very humble servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 

Mr. J hoinas Fellows has a great deal of trouble in seeing 
the carg(» deliv cied, for which I conctnve lie ought to be 
allowed something out of the five per cent, agency. 
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TO EVAN NEPEAN, ESQ. SECRETAUV TO THE ADMUlALTV. 

[Prom a Copy in tlic Stuto I’aper Ulticc.] 
gifj Agiimemiion, Genoa Mole, November ]3th, 170o. 

As Sir Hyde Parker is sailed from Leghorn with the Fleet, 
I think it iny duty to acquaint you, for their Lordships’ in- 
formation, of the situation of affairs connected with iny com- 
mand on this Coast. The situation of the French Army 
from Borghelta Point along the Mountains of St. Esprit, is 
almost impregnable, their numbers amounting to full 28,000 
men. The Austrian Army is likewise possessed of such 
posts as to render an attack on them by the French (as 
General De Vins tells me) impracticable, and almost without 
a ])ossibility of being successful. Thus both armies remain to 
see who can stand the cold longest ; at present it is intense, 
what could not have been expected in this country, without 
snow, but most intense frosts and northerly winds, blowing 
hard. A few days ago, I scoured the coast between ]Monacoa 
and llorghetta so completely, that although I was only able to 
take one Ship loaded wdth corn, yet 1 forced the others into 
the Bay of Alassio and I^anguelia, where they arc so com- 
pletely under the protection of formidable batteries, that not 
Icvss than three Sail of the Line could attempt to take or 
destroy them. I have wu’otc to the Admiral on the subject, 
but I believe he w*as sailed before my Letter could reach him. 
The number of Vessels loaded and unloaded at those places 
are near 100, the greater part loaded wdth corn and stores for 
France. The French General has laid an embargo on them 
ail, and it would not surprise me, should any particular events 
take place, but that he cjuits this part of the Riviere. An 
event new and rather extraordinary has called for my pre- 
sence here ; on the night of the 10th, the boats of the Brunc 
French Frigate and a number of Privateers, embarked about 
300 men in this Port, and landed them at a place called 
Voltri, about nine miles from Genoa, vvherc the Austrians 
had a post of a very few men, and a magazine of corn : of 
course they succeeded in possesaiug- themselves of the corn, 
and also unfortunately of XTO,t>00 sterling, which the Aus- 
trian Commissary was carrying from hen(^ to Savona. On 
the lull the Austrians regained the post and tO(>k a Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel, the Commander, prisoner, and pursued die 
French to St. Pierre d’ Arena, the suburbs of Genoa. On 
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the night of the 11th, the French attacked a Salt Magazine 
belonging to the King of Sardinia, within 150 yards of the 
guns of Genoa, whicli was plundered, and the contents given 
to the lower order of Genoese, who enjoyed the riot. Yes- 
terday, an additional nunibcr of men were raised here by the 
French, recruiting absolutely on the Exchange at four livres 
per day for the expedition, and forty-eight livres bounty ; 
about 700 men were raised during the days of the 11th and 
12th, and embarked in the Hrune, a large Brig, and other 
Vessels. 1000 men were to have been sent from the Army 
at Borghetta, in gun-boats and feluccas, and they were to liave 
taken a post between Savona and Voltri, on strong ground, 
and to have fortified themselves ; the Genoese have cannon 
near the place. 1 don’t think the plan would have succeeded, 
but such it was. I have stationed a Frigate at Vado, for at 
this season it is impossible to keep the shore aboard, without 
anchoring ; therefore, should they pass, 1 hope wc shall have 
them. After going to Voltri, I anchored here yesterday 
evening, which changed the face of affairs ; the Brune and 
Transports were employed warping all night, from the outer 
to the inner Mole, and now she is without guns or powder, 
and hauled inside ten or twelve Merchant Ships. Although, 
His Majesty’s Minister has nothing to do officially with the 
breach of neutrality committed against the Austrians and 
Sardinians, yet from my situation, as co-operating with those 
powers, it became necessary for me to take steps that this 
breach of neutrality and forfeiture of the Word of Honour of 
the Ircnch Captain should not be detrimental to our Allies. 
Mr. Drake has been with me to the Austrian and Sardinian 
Ministers, and they will demand of the Republic that the 
Brune shall be disarmed and not permitted to depart the 
Fort, till satisfaction be given for the glaring breach of 
neutrality. If they cannot succeed in this point, I must 
either stay here, or always keep a superior force in this Port, 
till General de Vins can take such measures *as may be neces- 
sary If) secure his Army from having an Enemy in their rear. 

I could not think it right to allow events of this importance 
to reach their 1 .ordships’ ears but from their own Officers ; 
therefore, as the Admiral is absent, I hope their Lordships 
will think I have done right in giving them this information, 
without its coming through the Admiral, which is the proper 
channel. I have the honour to be, &c. 


Horatio Nelson. 
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TO II.R.If. THE DUKE OF CLARENCE." 

[From Clarke and M‘Artliur, vol. i. p. *.2:31^.] 

Genoa lioads, 18tli November, KOri. 

Sir, 

Almost every day produces such changes in the prospect of 
our aflairs, that in relating events I hardly know where to 
begin. TIic two Annies arc both so strongly posted, that 
neither is willing to gi\'e the attack ; each waits to see wliicli 
can endure the cold longest. The French General has laid an 
embargo on all the Vessels on the Coast, near a hiuidred Sail, 
and it would not surprise me if he is meditating a retreat, in 
case his plans do not succeed ; which J hope they will not, as 
the ])revcntion of them, in a great measure, depends on our 
Naval force under my orders. This has called me here, where 
a circumstance has arisen, that has given us the Jilarin sooner 
than was intemded. 

An Austrian Commissary was travelling from Genoa towards 
Vado, with £10,000 sterling, and it w'as known he was to sleep 
at a ]>lace called Voltri, about nine miles from Genoa. Tliis 
tom])tatioii was too groat for the French Cai)tain of the Bruno, 
in concert with the French Minister, to keep his word of 
honour; and the Boats of that Frigah^, with some Privateers, 
went out of the Port, landed, and brought back tlie money, 
'fhe next day, the 11th of November, recruiting was publicly 
carried on in the 'iWn of Genoa, and numbers enlisted; and 

1 Itovul Highness luul Mviitcii to Captain Nelson from St. on the 

till of August, 1705. 

“ Dear Nelson, 

“ Understanding that a .^^essengor goes to-morrow evening ^*ortlM^ Medin vr.'inean, 

I cannot allow this opp(jrtinnty t«) escape without my writing my old Friend a lew lines. 
Y(nu' letters are to me so truly interesting, that 1 have kejn every one, and shall 
look forward to your future correspoiulenec as iiighly interesting. 

“ Having been tbrougli life acquainted with ytm, J was not surprised to read yonr 
name in every ac( 3 ()nut from ilolbam, Iml J rejoiee in the defeat you have given 
your Fuemies. Since yonr last letter, Spain has made peaee, and eoiiseqneiitly, 
must materially alter your sitnati«»n. f think if we have not peace with Franco, 
which God grant ! we have war with Spain, lii all eases, 1 rely on the IMedi 
terrauean l^'leet under llothuin and .Holloway, i" wlunn J wisli It) be kindly nnuein- 
bered. As for you 1 say nothing: youndl kn«v» jny opinion of yourself, wliich 
every action of yonv.s this wav luis streiig: nened. 'J'ill we meet, adieu! which 1 
hope, for the sake of tins Country, will be •, 0011 ; and r\er believe me, dear Sir, 
yours aiucerely, William.” — Aufoifnqfh, in the Nelson Tapers. 

H 2 
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on tlui 13tli at night, as many men as could be collected were 
to sail under Convoy of the Binne, and to land, and take a 
strong ])ost of the Genoese, between Genoa and Savona. A 
hundred men were to have been sent from the French Army 
at Borghetto, and an insurrection of the Genoese peasantry 
was to have been encouraged ; which I believi‘ would have 
succeeded for several miles up the Country. General de Vins 
must have sent four or /Ive thousand men, probably, from his 
Army, whi(*h would lia\ e giv(m the Enemy a fairer ])rospect of 
success in their intended attack. The schenuj was bold, but I 
do not think it would have succeeded in all points. 

However, my arrival here on the 13th in the evening, caused 
a total change : the Frigate, knowing her deserts, and what 
had been done here before with the Transports and Privateers, 
hauled from the outer to the inner Mole, and is got inside the 
Merchant Ships, with her })owder out, for no Ships can go 
into the inner Mole with powder on board ; and, as I have long 
ex])ected an embarkation from the French Army from the 
westward, to harass General de Yins, there 1 was fully on my 
guard. AVIiilst I remain here, no harm can liapptm, unless, 
which private information says is likely to take jdace, that four 
Sail of the Line and some Frigates are to come here, and tak(.‘ 
Agamemnon and her Stpiadron. 'Wdiat ste])s the Austrian 
Generals, and Ministers, will adoj)t to get redress, for this (I 
fear allowed) breach of neutrality, on the ])art of the Genoese 
Government, I cannot yet t(dl. It is a wry extraordinary cir- 
cumstance, but a fact, that since my arrival, respect to the 
Neutral Port has not been demanded of me: if it had, my 
answer was ready, ‘ that it was useless and im|)ossible tor na; 
to give it.’ As the broach of the Neutrality has not been 
noticed, I fancy they are aware of my answer, and tln'iefore 
declined asking the qm'stion. 

A su])erior force to the French must notv always Ix^ kept 
here ; but, J own, f tliink the Frencli w ill make a push from 
Toulon to dri\e us away, that they may do something, and 
they luiN e no time to lose. Sir Hyde l^irker is gone to the 
westward, and my force is very much reduced, at a time J 
humbly conceI\e it wants a<ldition. Admiral Hotham is 
travidling until llie si)ring ; as is Admiral Goodall, wlio feels 
much hurt at not ge*tling the command; a braver or better 
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OOiccr is sc^ldoni to bo found. 1 am in oxpociation of being 
ordorod lo J^ngland ; tlie Sbij); Ship’s company, and myself*, 
are all out of repair. 

1 beg leave to subscribe myself, your Royal Highness’s 
most attached and Aiithful 

Houatio Nelson. 


TO ir. IL IL TllK DI KE OK CLARENCE. 

[From Clarko and M‘Artliin‘, vol. i. p. 

nith Novrmbrr, 170;*^. 

The new Doge is now elected, and we hope to get some an- 
swer from the Go\ ernment. My situation is the more awkward, 
as what has happened does not relate to the English Minister, 
tluj breach of Neutrality being an Austrian business ; but, as I 
am co-operating with the Austrians, it has made me a party. 
My liiu! of conduct is very clear, as 1 shall signify at a proper 
time, ‘that if the (lenoese (jovernment have not the power, 
nor the inclination, to jnevent these 1^'xpcditions sailing from 
their Ports, it then becomes my business, as far as in me lies, 
to prevent it; which must be done by kee])ing a superior force 
in the Port, to sail with them.’ 1 hope for the best ; but to say 
the truth, 1 think 1 shall be attacked very soon by a much 
sup('rior force from Toulon, and I have long begged for two 
Sail of the Line to bo added to my Squadron : certainly I had 
no more substantial reason, than what was strongly impressed 
on my mind, from various reports and conversations. 1 pray 
(iod I may be mistaken, and that Sir Hyde may keep them in 
Port. The number of Gun-boats collecting, both at Toulon 
and Nice, can lx; for no other purpose than to force a landing 
on this Coast; and it would sur})rise me, should they get a 
Squadron uj) here, if they did not seize (<enoa ; and then four- 
teen days would decide the campaign. 

1 am, &c., 

Houatio Nelson. 
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[From Clnrko nml AI‘Artliiir, vol. i. p. -MO.] 

Agamemnon, Genoa Itoad, November ‘-iOtli, 1705. 

Sir, 

Upon consultation with liis Excellency Mr. Drake, 1 have 
(Icterniined on sending a Vessel to you, with the enclosed 
reports of the state of the Ships in Toulon. It is needless /or 
me to make any further observations on their contents ; but if 
the Enemy’s Squadron conies on this Coast, and lands from 
tliree to four thousand men between flenoa and Savona, 1 am 
confident tliat either the whole Austrian Army will be defeated, 
or must inevitably retreat into Eiedmont, and abandon their 
artillery and stores. We are acquainted with the Erench 
])lans, and of the well-founded expectation they have of raising 
an insuiTecti(jn of the Genoese ])easantr}', in a jiarticular valhiy 
between tliis and \'ado. I have no(, which probably }'ou know, 
been on former occasions liackwardin n'prescnting my thoughts 
to Admiral llotham, that at one time or another, the Erench 
would make a push for this Coast, as also my wishes for a rein- 
forcement of two 74-gun Ships, and that the Erigates should 
not be diminish(;d ; tlie latter, 1 am sorry to say, is done. 

The extraordinary events wliich have taken place here, and 
the Ex])edition which woidd now sail from this Port, were I to 
Avithdraw the Agamemnon, will always render it a measure of 
necessity to keep a superior force to the Erench at this place, 
Avith orders to attack tlic lAnuny', if ihev ])resume to sail : they 
broke the Neutrality, and the Genoese have not called on me 
for my word to respect it. 

Novomber tilst. 

I am sorry to add, tliat the Aveather is so very bad in this 
Gulf, that neitlier sails, nor ships, nor })eo])le, can remain at 
sea for a long time. This morning, at daylight, the Austrians 
took possession of the Erench empty magazines at 8t. Pierre 
d’Avena, and the sentinels arc noAv close to the gates of Genoa. 
We think General dc Viiis has done Avrong in this instance. 
Jl(* donanded satis/action and j>ay'ment oftlu! Genoese Govern- 
ment, and, Aviiliout Avalting for the ansAver, has taken satisfaction 

Ailiiiiral llotluiui iiis Flag on tlic 1st of Novombor, when the temporary 

comma.-.! ol the ilevolvcfl <iu Vice Adniiiol Sir Hyde Parker. 
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liiniself. Had the General done so first, he would have found 
full magazines, instead of empty ones : by his conduct he lias 
liberated the Genoese from their difficulties. You may be 
assured I shall pursue a steady, moderate line of conduct. 

I am, &c., 

Horatio Nelson, 


TO TflE RIGHT HONOURABLE LORD GRENVILLE, SECRETARY 
OF STATE FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 

I Aiitograpli Braugbt, in the Kelson Tapers. Mr. Drake having informed Captain 
KpIsoh lliat a report was circulated among the Allies, to which the King of Sardinia 
lirid been induced to give credence, that Ihe British Cruisers connived with the Enemy 
to permit the Coasting Vessels to land their Cargoes for the supply of the French 
Army in the Riviera of Ocuoa, Kelson immediately wrote the following indignant 
Lelti'r to Lord (Irenville. Clarke and M‘Arthur do not say where the I.ctler actually 
I'oi wiirded was preserv(Ml ; but they stat<5 that as it was of so delicate tind extraordi- 
inn-y ii nature, they had deemed it expedient, before pnhliration, to submit it, thvougii 
the Viseonntess Terceval, to Mr. Trevor, who was Minister at Turin at the time it 
was written ; and they have printed Mr. Trevors reply to Lady Terceval, which will 
la; found in the Nole,*J 


Agamemnon, Genoa Road, ‘^Ord November, 1790. 

My liOrd, 

I lai'ing received, from Mr. Drake, a copy of your Lordship’s 
letter to him of October, enclosing a pajier highly reflecting 
on the honour of myself and other of His Majesty’s Officers 

' Mr. 'I’revor’s letter to the Viscountess Tereeval.— ‘‘ T return to yon the very 
energetic letter of my late Noble Friend : it w'as no doubt addressed to Lord Gren- 
ville, from whom the pa])er alluded to must have been oflicially sent to Mr. Drake. 
A scandalous and calumniating suspicion jircvnilcd at that time amongst the iVllies 
that there exisl»al a criminal connivance between the British cruisers in the Medi- 
terranean, and the Coasting vessels of the Enemy ; wherdiy they were permitted to 
land tlieir cargoes for the supply of the French Army in the Riviera of Genoa. 
'rh(‘ fact was, that the French Army was most provokingly supplied by sen, not- 
withstanding the British .ships who were stationed olf the coast: but it was by no 
means for want of every exertion on their part, much less from any treachery. 
Without condescending to repel nil Hccnsation, as groundless as it Avas injurious, the. 
thing spoke for itself upon a inomeut’s i> lection : for neither we, nor the Allies, hod 
any small Craft that could approach the shore ; whilst the supjdies wore smuggled 
along the c’oast by night, in light Vessels, in spite of everything which our Frigates, 
or Sloops of War, could do to prevent it. J was s- nt to Milan to confer with the 
Austrian General and Admiral Gcndall, on this subject, and other matters of co- 
operation. We suggested the only remetly that could be devised, Avliicli was that of 
getting some Galleys and Row-boats, from ‘tenoa or Civita Vecchia. I never saw 
the injurious Taper in (iu^stiou: from liis ignorance of Naval affairs, the 
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employed on this Coast under iny Orders, it well becomes me, 
as far as in my power lies, to wipe away this ignominious stain 
on our characters. I do, therefore, in behalf of myself, and 
much-injured Brethren, demand, that the person, whoever he 
may be, that wrote, or gave that paper to your Lordship, do 
fully, and exi)ressly bring home his charge ; which, as he 
states that this agreement is made by numbers of people on 
both sides, there can be no difliculty in doing. We dare him, 
my Lord, to the proof. If he cannot, 1 do most humbly im- 
plore, that His Majesty will be most graciously pleased to 
direct his Attorney- General to prosecute this infamous libeller 
in His Courts of Law; and 1 likewise feel, that, without im- 
propriety, 1 may on behalf of my brother Oflicors, demand the 
support of His Majesty’s Ministers: for as, if true, no punish- 
ment can be too great for the traitors; so, if false, none can be 
too heavy for the villain, who has dared to allow his ])en to 
write such a pai)cr. Perhaps I ought to stop my letter here ; 
but I feel too much to rest easy for a moment, when the 
honour of the Navy, and our Country, is struck at tlirough 
us ; for if nine [ten] Captains, whom chance has thrown 

Austrian Cnnimaiulor, who frit tlio rflVots of the inlsforluno wiiliont sufiirirntly 
attending to its cause, easily listened to the jnisre|)resenti\tiuns that were inaile 
to him ui)on the subject, and transmitted them to his Court ; whence, or through 
the medium of tliat of 'furin, they renehed England. 'I'he accusation was ju-objihly 
vague and general; it does not a])|iear that any names were luentioned; the nature 
:ind the cliaimel (»f the iufonnatioii did not admit of any ]»uhlie refutation of it ; and 
Commodore Nelson's letter, as well as Afr. Drake's answer, would have been more 
than sufficieut to obliterate in a nioiueut any atteiifion that might havr been given to 
it by Coverumeut. Willi regard to the ineiilion, made in Nelson’s letter, of my 
approbation of his conduct, I cannot help adding a little on that snbjecf, hemiuse 
it belongs to one of the cireninstances in my life, wliieh 1 ri'colleet with the greatest 
pleasure. It was, 1 think, in IThb, that this great man, wiih whom 1 bad been in 
oflieial corresjioudence, and with whom and Mr. Drake many ronfrreiiees liad been 
held on board the Agamemnon, and whom 1 even tlien looked up to with admiration, 
sent mo n letter expressive of uneasiness and disapjiointment, that bis ardour and 
faithful services laid not been more favourably attended to liy D<»veniment, and 
requesting me to fiiniish him with a letter to Ministers expressive of my sense of 
his sei vices, as far as they had fallen within the sphere of m\ observation or know- 
ledge. I liave often regretted that lliis letter, which suhsequent events have since 
made a enrions and interesting do.aiment, x\as burnt with my papers at 'I’nrin; hnl 
1 possess a ropv of my answer to it, which concluded with tbesi; word.s — ‘And 1 
siialJ ever conuder it r,s flic proudest cm nnistanee in my life, that sneh a character 
as Commodore N. lsoii * -honlii Inne tlionglit a testimonial of mine could add any- 
thing lO its luslre. ” — Citiil,-c and vol. i. p. ‘4‘M. 
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together, eaii instantly join in such a traitorous measure, it is 
fair to conclude wo arc', all bad. 

As this traitorous agreement could not be carried on but 
by concert of all the Captains, if they were on the vStations 
allotted them, and as they could only be drawn from those 
Stations by orders from me, I do most hilly acquit all my 
lirothcr Captains from such a combination, and have to re- 
quest, that I may be considered as the only responsible person 
for what is done under my command, if I approve of the con- 
duct of those under my orders, which in this most jniblic man- 
ner 1 beg leave to do : for Officers more alert, and more 
anxious for the good, and honour, of their King and Country, 
can scarcely ever fall to the lot of any Commanding Oflicer : 
their Names 1 place at tlic bottom of this letter. 

For myself, from my earliest youth 1 have been in the Naval 
service ; and in two Wars, have been in more than one hun- 
dred and forty Sldrmishes and Battles, at Sea and on sliore ; 
liavc; lost an eye, and otherwise blood, in fighting tlie Enemies 
of mv King and Country; and. Cod knows, instead ofricluNs, 
my little fortune has been diminished in the Service : but 1 
shall not trouble your liordshi]^ further at present, than just to 
say — that at the close of this Cam])aign, where I have liad the 
pleasure to receive the a])probation of the Cencrals of the Allied 
Powers ; of his Excellency Mr. Drake, who has always been 
on the spot ; of Mr. Trevor, who has been at a distance ; 
when I expected and hojied, from the representation of II is 
Majesty’s Ministers, tliat His Majesty would have most gra- 
ciously cond(?scended to liave favourably noticcal my earnest 
desire to serve Him, and when, instead of all my fancied ap- 
])robation, to receive an accusation of a most traitorous nature 
— it has almost been too much for me to bi’ar. Conscious in- 
nocence, 1 hope, will support me. 

1 have the honour to lie 
INIy Jjord, 

Yowx liordship’s most obedient, luimblc servant. 

Ho RATIO Nelson. 

N.B. — Captains Freiuantlc, Hojk', Cockburn, lion. Charles 
EJpliinstone, Shields, Middleton, Plauipiii, Brisbane, Thomas 
Elphinstoiie, Macnamara. 
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TO THE REVEREND IMR. NELSON, HILBOROUGU. 
[Aiitogrupli, in the Nelson Papers.] 

Agamemnon, Genoa Road, November 179C [1795.] 

My dear Brother, 

Altliough my mind is pretty fully employed in the events 
wliich liavc taken i)lace on this Coast within the last week, yet 
this evening I give u]i an hour to private allection. 

You will have heard of an Expedition going from this Port 
attacking an Austrian Post and taking about £10,000 sterling. 
Another and more important event was to take place, the 
landing and possessing a strong post between Genoa and 
Vado, which, if accomplished, would have had the worst 
effects — probably nothing loss than the retrciat of the whole 
Austrian Army, il’ not the defeat. 'J'he latter, however, I pre- 
vented, by la}'ing Agamemnon across the harbour’s mouth of 
Genoa, and sullering no French vessel to sail out of the Port. 
Yesterday morning, at four o’clock, the Frencli made a grand 
attack on all the Austrian Posts, near Borghetta, about forty 
miles from hence. The Action cannot be said to be finished 
at this time of writing. The friends of each ])arty say what 
tlicywish: the French, that 3000 Austrians are killed at 
Loano, and 1500 taken, and that all the other parts attacked 
were equally successful. 3’hc other side say, tlu? French are re- 
pulsed with great slaughter. 1 am very anxious and uneasy, as 
you will believe. A part of the Austrian Army is now at tlic 
gates of Genoa, where they have taken ])ossession of the 
French magazines of corn and flour. What these events may 
])roducc in the Republic of Genoa, time only can discover. 
The Government must feel severely its degradation. Our 
Fleet is gone far away, and left me here very much un})ro- 
tected. If the French Sipiadron, whicli is ready at Toulon, 
and with Troops on board, come here, which is expected, tlie 
safety of ]>oor Agamemnon becomes very precarious. 1 feel 1 
am left in a shameful way; but I hope, when Sir John Jervis 
anives, to be Ix’tter taken care of tlian in this interregnum. ‘ 
We expect, and may i3xpect, orders every day for England. 


* Bit ween t.Uc ikparliire of Admiral Hutbain aud the arrival of Sir John Jcrvi». 
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My Ship and Ship’s Company arc worn out, but the folks at 
Home do not feel for us. 

December 4th. 

I am on my way to Leghorn, to refit. The campaign is 
finished by the defeat of the Austrians, and the French arc in 
full possession of Yado Bay. The losses of either side are 
lessened, but much blood has been shed. 1 tliink the Admiral 
will be hauled over the coals for not letting me have Ships. 
All my Squadron was taken away, except two, and tliey un- 
fortunately were blown off the Coast ; therefore I was left alone, 
and not being able to do all myself, could not ])revcnt the 
Enemy’s gun -boats from harassing the left Hank of the Aus- 
trians, which I liave no doubt the General will make tlie most 
of, althougli they were more beaten on the right, and I verily 
l)elie\ e by inferior numbers. 

I.i'ghovn, December 7tli. 

We arrived here yesterday, and found that Sir .John Jervis 
bad joined the Fleet, at St. Fiorenzo, on the 29th November. 
1 ]ioj)(j lie has brouglit orders for us to proceed to Fmgland. 
l\ay rimiember me kindly to my Aunt, Mrs. Nelson, and your 
children ; and do not forget me to the Holies, and our friends 
at Swaifhani. Believe me, ever 

Your most allectionate Brother, 

Horatio Nelson. 

TO ADMIRAL SIR JOIW JERVIS, K.IL 

[From Cbuko nml vol. i. p. Sir JoIjii Jcrvi« nnived ai San 

FioHMi/o, in (lie Lively frip^atc, on flic .‘lOtli of November, ami it ajipears llial ('ap- 
Itiiii Nelson iininediately imKle a wrilten report of his pro(.’ee(lin‘,^s, ol Nvliieli report the 
Ibllouiii'^ psissuges formed the conelnsion. The “ visit" to Admiral llolliam appears 
to have been made about tlie middle of October.] 

[About *^oth November, 17 Do.] 

The object of my visit® ^vas to ask the Admiral to give me 
two 7J'gun Ships, and as many Transjiorts as ho had in Leg- 

* On the tiOth of October, JVIr. Drake, in a letter foCbipfain Nelson, thus alluded to 
his eommunication with the Admiral: — 1 am just returned from Oenon, from my 
military exeursion : 1 had intended to have gone from 'I’uriu to Savona ; but 1 Avas so 
fully persuaded, from evcrythijif( I heard and saw, wliilst on my tour, that there Avas 
no hope of stinmlaling the Afistrian (if neral ;o ;uiyacti\o operations during the ciun- 
pnign, that J thought it better to return f.* Oeiioa. 1 sliall he very anxious to hear 
the result of your visit to the Admiral; aed T hope he Avill have adopted your pro- 
position.”— C'/orA’c and Arthur y vol. i. p- ‘44*4. 
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horn, with the Camel and Dolphin, to have carried th('> ten 
thousand men, as desired ; the Admiral, however, did not 
think it right to send a 81iip. On the 1st of November 1 
chased a very large convoy into Alassio, and by tlic 8tli, they 
were increased to full one hundred sail, including Guii-boats, 
and other Vessels of War; but they were too well protected 
for me to make any attcmj)t w'ith my small S([uadron. On 
the 10th, the French took tlie Austrian post at Wdtri ; on the 
11th it was retaken; on the 12th the French were making 
every exertion for a most vigorous and bold attempt to establish 
themselves in a strong post between Yoltri and Savona, and 
were in liopcs of causing an insurrection of the Genoese pea- 
santry. My presence was rccpiired at Genoa to prevemt this 
Expedition, by Mr. Drake, the Austrian Minister, and by the 
Austrian General commanding at ^"ado. On the 18th, I went 
to Genoa, and was kept there, contrary to my inclination, 
until aft(n* the defeat of the Austrian Army on the 23rd No- 
vember. However 1 have the consolation, that to the Aga- 
memnon’s staying at Genoa, so many tlioiisands owe their 
safety, by the ])ass of the Bocchetta being kept open, and 
amongst others, General de 'Vins himself. 

1 am, (See., 

Horatio Ni;lson. 


TO Ills EXCELLENCY FRANCIS DRAKE, ESQ. 

^Froin (’lark«’ and -M'Arlliiir, v(»l. i. )). ] 

Aixainoiniioii, fJeuoa Road, 'ioli November, i'J 

Sir, 

As I Iiavclieard from rci)orts that tlie retreat of the Austrian 
Army is laid to w’ant of co-operation on tlie jiart of the British 
Squadron, it becomes me to state a few facts, by wliich your 
Excellency can form a judgment of my conduct; and in wdiich 
1 Hatter myself it wall appear, that nothing has been wanting 
on my ])avt to gi\ c every jiossible energy to the operations of 
the Austrians. A Frigate w'as ahvays anchored near Pietra, 
until the si^ason was sucli as to render that measure no longer 
possible; l(7r it wa*; jierscvcred in until two of liis Majesty’s 
Ships were nearly lost. When this defence was taken away, 
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in the first week in November, I stationed the Flora and 
Speedy Brig off* Cape Noli, within six miles of Pietra ; but at 
tlie same time 1 infomied General de Vins, that I eonsidenid 
them by no means so ready to afford assistance! in case of an 
attack, as if they lay at a greater distance in Vado. The event 
has jnstilied my fears ; for the Speedy has never since been 
heard of,‘ and tlie Flora, from some cause which I am at pre- 
sent unac([nainted witli, is gone to Leghorn. 

The Agamemnon lay at single anchor in A'ado Bay, with 
the two Nea])olitan Gallics, ready to proceed on the lirst gun 
being fired by the Enemy ; and so anxious was I to render every 
assistance to our Allies, that I requested General do A'ins to 
establish a signal by guns from Pietra to Vado, that i might 
be with him, if the wind was fair, long before any messenger 
could have reached A'ado. On the 9th of November, General 
de A'ins sent me word, that he belicjved the French thought his 
position too strong to be attacked, and that, as he was coming 
from Savona in a few days, we would talk over the subject of 
signals. Tlie demand made of my assistance liere, 1 sliall not 
(‘liter into ; the cause of it, of my remaining here, and the sal- 
vation of many thousand Austrian troops, and of General de 
Vins himsedf, are fully known to your Excellency. I shall 
tlierefore only state further, that the liowestoffe. Inconstant, 
and Soutliampton liavc been taken from my Squadron, and 
the Ship that was ordered to rejfface them has never yet come 
under my orders. 

I therefore tnist it will a])pear in this short statement, that 
nothing has been wanting on my jiart to give full effect to 
every operation of tlie Austrians ; and that tlie force under my 
command has been so employed as will meet the ajiprobation 
of our Sovertiign, your Isxcellency, and his Majesty’s Ministers. 
Whenever a mm’c full or more jiarticular account of my con- 
duct is demanded, I have no doubt but 1 shall be limnd not 
only free fnnn blame, but worthy of a].)prohation. 

I am, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 


* The Speedy, It, Captain Tlsomo ; l.ipljiu.stone, was, liowever, safe. 
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TO JOHxV WILLIAM BRAME, ESQ., CONSUL AT GENOA. 

[Autograph, in the possession of J. Benjamin TIcatli, Esq., Ilis Sardinian Majesty’s 
Consul- General in London.] 

Noveniher .‘lOtli, 1/05. 

My clear Sir, 

If you have any letters for me, pray send them off, as I do 
not intend to anchor. I .shall also bo glad to hear any news 
you may please to send me. 

I am, dear Sir, 

Your very humble servant, 
Hoiiatio Nei.son. 

As I am yet ignorant when the Austrians left Vado, or if 
they have left it, pray tell me. You will hear of my lloat 
being detaiiKHl at Savona, llocollect it is near night, and f 
am anxious for my Boat to be on board. 


TO MRS. NELSON. 

[From Clarke and M'Arlliur, vol. i. p. ‘^10.] 

Docembor .hid, 17!)5. 

Lord Hood will have discovered, that, from my last letter to 
liim respecting tlie defeat of tlic .Austrians on the 23rd of 
November, tlie loss of ALado would consecjiumtly follow. Tt‘ll 
him, the French had collected full a hundred sail of Vessels, 
in case of failure, to carry olf their troops ; they had also teai 
or twelve Guii-v(jssels, as many Privateers, and a Maii-of-War 
Brig. I described to the Admiral the great service that the 
destruction of these A’^es.sels would be of, many of them being 
laden with corn, on which the French General had laid an 
embargo ; and, as 1 liad not ibree enough, 1 begged of the 
Admired, if he came to sea, to look at this Fleet himself, 
offering, if he would ])ennit me the honour, to lead the Cul- 
lodeu and Courageux to the attack, and, with my then Scpiadron 
of Frigates, to take or de.stroy the whole. I pretend not to 
.say the Austrians would not have been beat, had not the Gun- 
boats hara.ssed tliera, for on my conscience I believe they 
would ; but I belicn o the French would not have attacked, had 
we destroyed all the Vessels of War, Transports, &c. The 
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Austrians, by all accounts, did not stand firm. The French, 
half naked, were determined to conquer or die ; and had I 
not, though I own against iny inclination, been kept at Genoa, 
from eiglit to ten thousand men would have been taken pri- 
soners, and amongst tlie number General De Vins himself. 
For the French ])lan, well laid, was to possess a Post in the 
road these people tied by, retreat it could not be called, for, 
(except a ])art of the Army under General Wallis, of about ten 
thousand men, it was, ^ the devil take the hindmost.’ I had 
a Lieutenant, two Midsliipmen, and sixteen men taken at Vado ; 
the Purser of the Shi}), who was there, ran with the Austrians 
eighteen miles without sto})})ing, the Men without any arms 
whatever, 0/Iicers without soldiers. Women witliout assist- 
ance. Thus lias ended my campaign Ix*t the 

blame be where it may, T do not believe any party will seriously 
lay it at my door ; and if they do, I am perfectly easy as to 
till' consequences. I sincerely hope an inquiry may take 
})laee, the ivorld would then know how hard I have tagged. 
The w(‘ather has been most intensely cold. Sir John Jervis 
arrived at St. Fiorenzo on the ‘29th of November, to the gi-eat 
joy of some, and sorrow of others. 

Yours, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO VICE-ADMIRAL SIR HYDE PARKER. 

[ From t'lurlco aiul M‘Anliur, vol. i. p. ‘.i-t).] 

Docombfi’ -ind, 17 nr>. 

I assure you. Sir, 1 never more regretted the not being able 
to divide the Agamemnon: I w«ts in Vado Bay on the 9th of 
November, and saw the hrcnch in full }>ossession. Meleager 
joined on the 30th, when 1 directed Ca}itain Cockburn to cruise 
off the Bay, to jirevcnt any of our Shijis from going in ; and 
to iierform such other services off the Port of Genoa, as, on 
consultation with his F^xcellency Mr. Drake, may be found 
most beneficial for his Majesty’s s«'rvice. 

1 am, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 



112 


LETTERS. 


[1795, 


TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE SIR GILBERT ELLIOT, 
VrCE-ROY OF CORSICA. 

[Autograph, in the Miuto Papers.] 

Againemiiou, at Sea, Deceiiiher Ith, 1700, 

My dear Sir, 

My campaign is closed by the defeat of tlie Austrian Army, 
and the consequent loss of Vado and every ])lace in the Riviera 
of Genoa, and I am on my way to refit poor Agamemnon and 
her miserable Ship’s company at Leghorn. We are, indeed, 
Sir, worn out ; except six days 1 have never been one hour off 
the station. I have to regret, but mean not to complain, that 
my force was too small for the services which I wished to per- 
form. If 1 had been favoured with the two 74-gun Sliijis, which 
I have often ashed for, T am iiilly persuaded that the last attack 
never would have been made. Instead of this increase of force, 
my Frigates were withdrawn from me witJiout my knowledge, and 
I had only Flora and Speedy, Brig, left with me* ; these were, 
I tancy, blown otl* the coast, and only Agamemnon remained. 
The extraordinary events which have taken place near Genoa, 
and the plan which was laid by tlie French to take post between 
A^>ltri and Savona, perhaps you are acquainted with ; il'not, 1 
will tell you. 

Seven hundred men were enlisted and embarked on board 
the Brune French frigate in Genoa, (seven thousand stand of 
arms,) and on board many small Privateers and one Brig; 
these were on a certain night to have landed in a strong post 
between Yoltri and Savona, to be joined in small Feluccas by 
1000 men from Borghetta. An insurrection of the Genoese 
peasantiA , we have every reason to believe, would have been 
made for forty miles up a valley towards Piedmont. The money 
going from Genoa tempted th(‘se people to make an attack 
before their time, which certainly caused the ])lan to miscarry. 
On the great ]>re]>aration at Genoa, Agamemnon was called 
for, might and main, to prevent the plan, which I most etfec- 
tiially did, and so fearful was the Imjierial Minister and General 
of jny leaving Genoa, that I was told that it* I (piitted Genoa, 
the loss ut BOOB Austrians was the certain consequence; thus 
I was put in the cleft stick. If 1 left Genoa, the loss of 3000 
men would bo laid to my charge ; if I was not at Pietra, the 
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gun-boats would, unmolested, harass the left flanh of the Arm}^ ; 
and the defeat may very probably be laid to the want of assist- 
ance of the Agamemnon. However, my being at Genoa, 
although contrary to my inclination, has been the means of 
saving li'om 8000 to 10,000 men, and amongst others, General de 
A’ins himself, who esca])ed by the road, which, but for me, the 
Enemy would have occupied. I must, my dear Sir, regret not 
having more force. 

My orders hdl at Vado, for the station of Southampton and 
Inconstant, taken from me, will shew, if, on inquiry by Mi- 
nistry, for I know not who else can inquire, that not a Gun- 
boat, if my ord(.‘rs had been obeyi'd, could have annoyed the 
Army. Mr. Drake, who has been on the spot, and Mr. Trevor, 
who has known all my proeecMlings, arc ])leased to highly 
approve my conduct ; and 1 also have had, to the 9th of No- 
vembtu’, the full a})])r()balion of every General in the Army. 
Tliat tln^ Gun-boats harassed them I am truly sorry for ; it 
only becomes me to shew I could not help it, — not that I believe 
they would not hav(^ been beat without the Gun-boats, for 
the right wing, twelve miles from the shore, was entirely de- 
feated, and the left retreated, but not in much order. I fancy, 
from what I hear, no defeat was ever more complete : on the 
other hand, 1 know all the Generals wished for nothing more 
than orders to quit the Coast, 'i’hey say, and true, they weni 
brought on it, at the expn‘ss desire of the English, to co-operate 
with the Elect, which Fleet nor Admiral they never saw. Inhere 
certainly are other and much better Posts to prevent the Inva- 
sion of Italy than ^^ldo. I verily believe the Austrians are 
glad to quit the Coast on any pretence. General de Vins 
complains heavily of not seeing the Admiral. So much for 
my story — you are tired with it, and so am I. 

I sincerely hoi)c all is (piiet in Corsica, and that you arc 
enjoying that good health I sincerely wish you. A])ro])os, I 
have just received an order from Sir 1 lyde Parker, to receive on 
board such recruits as might be raised lor Dillon’s Corps in 
Corsica ; this inq)lics that they had been iofused. I wrote you, 
Sir, long ago, and I am sure you credit me, that whatever I 
could do to be of servic (5 to Corsic a, no man w'as readier. I 
have raised and sent over many more men than the OHieevs 
raised ; but the fact is, if any complaint has been made by these 

VOL. ir, 1 
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impertinent people, that one man was taken with a malignant 
fever, and gave it to my Ship’s company. I then told the Ofiicer 
that he must keep his recruits on shore, and that whenever a 
Ship went to Leghorn or Corsica they should certainly take them 
on board. Admiral Hotham and Mr. Drake, who I told of the 
circumstance, approved of my conduct. I sent two fine young 
men for Smith’s Corps ; but you have no conception of the trou- 
blesome imj^ertinence of these j^icople. Now, my dear Sir, I 
know you took a young man by hand, a ]\Tr. Pierson,’’ from 
Naples ; he is now a lieutenant in the 69th Regiment, and 
embarked on board the Agamemnon : he is a very good and 
amiable lad, and I am sure whatever farther notice you may 
he pleased to sliew him, that his future conduct will convince 
you he merits it. I own I sliall feel a pleasure to see your 
PiXcellency favour him. Believe me, dear Sir, 

Your Excellency’s most faithful servant, 

Horatio Nklson. 

I expect Mr. Drake very soon at TiCghoru. Mrs. Drake is 
gone to Milan ; and Mr. Drake is returned, for security, to tlu^ 
town of Genoa from the country. 

His Excellency the Vicc-Roy. 


TO niS EXCELLKXCY FRANCIS DRAKE, ESQ. 

[From Clarhe niul M'Arlhiir, vol. i. p. ‘HS.] 

Leghorn, Sih Deoeinher, 

We have just heard, Sir, of your arrival at Ah\ssandria. 1 
have two requests to make, which I trust you ^Yill grant ; the 
one is, a copy of the Paj)cr 1 sent you by tlie Genoesti Secre- 
tary of State, containing the number of inhabitants in the 
Riviera, and the quantity of provisions wanted for their use 
for two montlis ; and such other Pajiers as may shew ch^arly 
to the Court of Admiralty, tliat it was pertectlv understood by 
\]n\ Genoese G(v ernnieut, that all Ws.sels which were bound to 
any place in possession of the French, who had not passports 
from the Government, or 'Voni your I'.xcolUiucy and General 
de Vins, would bc^ taken, and tlieir cargoes iiiadii prizes. 

The next request much more concerns my liouoiir, than the 

* This gallant young Officer is «gaiii often mentioned. 
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other does my interest — it is to prove to the World, to my own 
Admiral, or to whoever may have a right to ask the question, 
why I remained at Genoa. I have therefore to desire that 
you will have the goodness to express, in writing, what you 
told me, that the Imj^erial Minister and yourself were assured, 
if I left the Port of Genoa unguarded, not only the Imperial 
troops at St. Pierre d’ Arena and Wdtri would be lost, but that 
the French plan for taking Post between Voltri and Savona 
would certainly succeed ; and also, that if the Austrians should 
be worsted in the advanced Posts, the retreat by the Bocclietta 
would be cut off: to which you added, that if this happened, 
the loss of the Army would be laid to my leaving Genoa, and 
recommended me most strongly not to think of it. The Im- 
])erial Minister’s wanting more force, is needless to mention, 
unh.'ss you think it right. I am anxious, as you will believe, 
to have ])roois in my possession, that I enqdoyed to the last 
the Agamemnon as was judged most beneficial to the Common 
Cause. 


I am. See. 


Horatio Nelson. 


TO MR. THOMAS POLLARD. 

[Autograph, in llio possession of — Safe, K«q.] 

T>., 

Afr. Egar must be ])aid all his expenses incurred in the 
necessary duty of the Vessel, in which must certainly be in- 
cluded his very necessary Journey to Leghorn ; and consi- 
doiing his great attention, T think that not less than ten 
])ound,s should be given him as a present. 

Horatio Nelson. 

Leghorn, December 10th, 


TO THE REVEREND DIXON IIOSTE. 

[Autograph, in tlic posbossion of Captain Sir William Hosto, Rait.j 

i'gamemnon, Lcglioni, December I'Rli, I'iOr). 

My dear Sir, 

Your letter of Novemher 1st, ! received a few days past, 
and your good son tells me he has answered his letter. William 


“ Sic ill Orig. 

1 ^ 

1 4*^ 
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will have served his two years as rated Mid on the 1st of 
February next. This time as Mid, is absolutely necessary as 
a part of the long six yt^ars. You had better get out his Time 
from the Navy Office, and when his six years draw towards an 
end, I would have him strongly recommended to Sir John 
Jervis ; for whenever ])eace conies it will be very difficult, with 
the best interest, to get him made a Lieutenant. 1 hope he 
has more than one year’s Time: if not, two years is very long 
to look 1‘orward for a continuance of the war. You will have 
heard of the Austrians being defeated on the Coast of Genoa, 
and a part of the defeat attributed to a want of a sufficient Naval 
force. However, on iiifpiiry, things may turn out, I have still 
had the good I'ortune, individually, to meet with approbation 
from our Ministers and the Generals. Our Admirals will 
have, I believe, much to answer for in not giving me that force 
ivhicli I so repeatedly called for, and for at last leaving me 
with Agamemnon alone. 

I was ])ut in a cleft stick; if I ([uitted where 1 was at 
anchor, the French would have landi'd in the rear of the 
Austrian Army, and the total defeat of that Army must have 
been the conscquencH; : if 1 remained at anchor, the Enemy’s 
Gun-boats in the general attack would harass the left wing 
of the xlustriau Army. ]Much against my inclination, 1 took 
the ])lau of laying quiet, instead of attacking their Gun-boats ; 
and most fortunate it has been for the Army 1 did so, for 
eight or ten thousand men made their escaj)e by the road I 
])rotected, and amongst others. General de Vins himself. 
The Austrians w ill mak(; the most of a w ant of Naval force 
I’or all pur])oses. Admiral llotham ke])t my Squadron too 
small for its duty ; and th(^ moment Sir Hyde took th(i com- 
mand of the Fleet he reduced it to nothing — only one Frigate 
and a Hrig, whereas I demanded tw^o Seventy-four Gun- 
ships and eight or ten Frigates and Sloops to ensure safety to 
the Army. However, on inquiry, which I trust and sincerely 
ho])c will take jilace, on my own account, it will turn out that 
the centre and right wing gave w^ay, and that although it must 
ha\c ])i‘en very unjdeasant to have a number of Gun-boats 
tiring on them, the left was the only part that was not de- 
feated, but retrc'.'Ued in a body ; whereas the others lied, 
(lemral de Vins, Irom ill-health, as he says, gave uj) the com- 
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mand in the niifldlc of the Battle, and irom tliat nionient, not 
a soldier stayed in his post, and many thousands ran away 
who had never seen the Enemy — some of them thirty miles 
from the advanced posts. So miicli for my history. 

I tremble at your account of want of bread for our poor. 
Pray God send us peace. We have established the Ercnch 
llepublic, which, but for us, I verily believe would never have 
been settled by such a volatile, changeable people. I hate a 
Erenchman. They arc equally objects of my detestation, 
wliether Royalists or Republicans — in some points, I believe the 
latter are the best. Sir .John Jervis took the command of the 
Elect on the 29tli of November, at St. Eiorenzo, but I have not 
yet heard from him, or has anybody here. We sincerely hope 
ho has orders to send Agamemnon home. We are worn out. 
I beg you will present my respects to Mr. and IMrs. Coke, 
also, though unknown, to Mrs. Ilostc and your family, and 
believe me. Dear Sir, 

Yours very faithfully, 

Horatio Ndlson. 


TO Ills EXCELLENCY FRANCIS DRAKE, ESQ. 

[^Eroin Clarko ninl j\r‘.\rtl)nr, vol. i, p. ‘Jt!!. 

Df'couihrr nO'f. 

]\Iv dear Sir, 

The Prince of J'iSterha/.y, one of (ieneval d(i Vins’ Aide-de- 
Camps, is here ; he brought, as 1 uudevstaud, a letter from 
General Wallis to Sir Hyde Parker, declaring, that the check 
of the Austrian Army was owing to the non-cooperation of the 
English ; and the Ihince, it seems, asserts this everywhere. I 
met him yesterday, when he was pleased to say, that they were 
assured, if I had possessed the means, it would not liaveha])- 
pened. I did not choose to enter deeply on the subject. I 
think we have a strong hold on (leneral Wallis, and in my 
opinion we ought not to let it slip : tliis has been my induce- 
ment for writing to him ; therefore, if you see no impropriety 
in the letter, may 1 beg you will forward it to him I sincerely 
hope it will produce an answer. However, I request, if you 
think it im])ropcr for me to write to General AYallis, and to 
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allow his own or his Army’s uiirepellcd assertions to kcej) their 
ground, (which, by the bye, if they do, it is more than they 
did,) I then, Sir, ho})e you will su])press the letter. 

If the General’s public letter should reilect on me, I must, 
in my own defence, write to the Admiralty ; for I will not sit 
quiet, and hear what I do evciy^ day. My health is but so so ; 
to say the trutli, my mind is iineas} , although I feel a clear 
conscience that no part of the evil is owing to my want of exer- 
tion. Our Fleet is gone to the westward ; and two Sail of the 
Line, and three Frigates are sent up the Levant ; L’Aigle and 
Cyclops escaju'd very narrowly, and we have our fears for the 
Nemesis. Flora was detached from my command about the 
time of tlic Action, and Sir Hyde intended to take every large 
Frigate from me; and, in sliort, except jMeleager, to send 
nothing that could be useful. The language held after Admiral 
liotham’s departure, was less inclinable to come near us, or 
assist us, than ever ; so you see blame must have fallen on the 
Navy some time or oIIku'; and, as Commanding Officer, 1 
must have ever been held up to the Army as the resjamsilde 
person. Excuse all the latter ])art of this letter; my mind is 
uneasy.^ 

I am, &c., 

IIoKATio Nelson. 

’ I« reply to this letter, Mr. Prnkc wrote o]i tlie 'oil of Jmiuitry : — 

“ With respect to your request, 1 cannot possihly have uny lUfticulty in repeatiiqjf 
to you in writing, what I luid so IVcqiienlly tlie honour of slaiiiift' to you in ]'ei'son, 
whilst the A^iiiueiniKUi was nt (liMioa; llu' siihstimeo of ihe e sialeinents was, ihal 
hy llie express solieiialious of the hni>en:il Clnirfifo d'Anain s, 1 wrote to devsire 
your presence at Genoa, in order to prevenl (he crew of tlie Erench frif^ato, and the 
C orps Trane (d’ Jandicr, from nialiin}< a n cond attempt to laud at Vollii, and tliereliy 
to (Mil otf tlu' connnuuieidiou of the Anstiiiin ariuy with Cieiio,’, mid with the road of 
the llocehelta. Vour eoutinumice at (ieuoa was in eompliaiiei* with the wishes of 
the Auslrian Cliarge d’A fl'iiires, of th»‘ l..'('h»nel eoiminmdiiif^ the Austrian troops at 
S. Tier d’Aieiui, and of ni\>eir. It is to tJie pre.'enco of the Af,;mm‘ninon, that tlie 
corps stationed at S. Ti('r .I’Arena owes its safety; and it was that eaiisp alone, 
wliich euahlcd several 'aonsamis of .Austrian soldiers, as well as tlie Commander- 
in-(Jliicf liimsclf, to etleet their retreat hy way of Vhdlri, lti\arola, and llie Boc- 
chtMia. Tt certainly was unfortunate tluit your Sijuadron should huMi heeu so 
reduced, a to lia\e ^■^•ndcve(I it iiuposNllde for you to jirovide for evtuy service 
w'lucli Wti:. nqeii’cd o. miu hy T'e Austrian {.'eiiends : 1ml I am (mtirely persuaded, 
tliat on this, as w(dl iis ,.u every other oecasion, you ernpleyeil the force, wliicli you 
had, in liie nuunier ih*- in , t heneJiejal to the eommon ranse ; and it is with g'rcnt 
salisfactioM 1 c;.ssurc you, that anxious as the Austriuii generals ere, to transfer the 
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TO MRS. NELSON. 

[From Clarke aud M‘Aj-tl»iir, vol. i. p. a 10.] 

December ]8th, 1705. 

I have luid letters from my poor Lieutenants and Midship- 
men,'* telling me that few of the French soldiers are more than 
twenty-three or twenty-four years old ; a great many do not 
exceed fourteen years, all without clothes; and my Officers 
add, they are sure my Barge’s crew would have beat a hun- 
dred of them, and that, had I seen them, I should not have 
thought, if the world had been covered with such people, that 
they could have beat the Austrian Army. The oldest Officers 
say, they never heard of so complete a defeat, and certainly 
without any reason. The King of Sardinia was very near 
concluding a hasty peace in the panic : however, I believe we 
shall now make peace, when the Emperor must do the same. 
I only hope we shall, if possible, keep St. Domingo; if we can, 
the expenses of the w'ar arc nothing to what we shall gain. 
Die French have detached a Squadron towards Constantinople, 
and many think the Turks will join them : Captain Troii- 
bridge is sent on this service with some Ships; if he gets hold 

lilfinio of tlic- misAM tuncs of llto ‘2.)rd of Novembor from tliemselvos to ii!^, llic'y have 
j’Kvays dune iuii|ile justice to your /enlous iiud aide coiuluet : llieir eouiiditiiits turn 
niioii (lie insiitlieiein-y of the force under your comimuid, and not upon the mode in 

which that force was cui]do\ed 

“ I have not yet sent your letter to General Wallin, as I wish to suhniit to your 
coiisideraliou, wlietlier it would he proper either for you, or me, to ntfev auyjustiti- 
< :ili()n of our eoiuluet to a. Foreif^ii (ienernl ; when it is to our tSoveroigii iiud his 
ministers alone, that we are aeeounlable. 1 liave already wrilteii to Lord Gremille 
01 ) the sultjcet of the eomphiiiils of llie Austrian ollicers ; and T have on this, os 
well as on j-very otlier occasion, borne testimony to the zeal, activity, and prudence, 
wliieli, so emineiitly distinguished the whole of \our eonduet during the term of 
vour command at Vado; and 1 have assured his lordship, that both you, and myself, 
will be ready to give any furtljcr explanations of our oouduet that may he required 
of us, or wliieli the ussevltons of (lu^ Austrian generals may render necessary. It 
appears to me, therefore, that ve should rest here, and that we ought to remain 
silent, until some speeilic elmrges are brought forwanl by the Auslriaii generals. 
If, however, you should think dilh reully, I will either send yotir letter to Geiieial 
Wallis, or ina.k(‘ any other conjiuiiiiicatioii t<) luin which you may point out.” — 
ChirfiH and M'-Arlhnr, vol, i. p. ‘hd). Caplmn Nelson >vaa convinced by Mr. Drake’s 
arguments; for on (he loth of .hinuory he vrotc to him — “My feelings ever ailive* 
l>crhap.s, to too nice a sense of honour are i little cooled.” — Ibid. 

® Taken prisoners by the French at Vado. Vide, aiUe. 
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of iheiii, they will not easily escape. Mr. Hinton/' who was 
niy first IJcutcnciiit, and Andrews, have both been promoted 
from the services of Agamemnon. Re])orts say I am to be 
oflered the St, George, 90, as Sir Hyde Parker is going into 
the l^ritannia ; or else the Zealous, 74, as Lord Ilervey wants 
a 90-gun Ship, Sir John Jervis seems determined to be active, 
and I hope he will continue so. My kindest remembrances 
to my father. 

Yours, See. 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO ADMIRAL SIR JOHN JERVIS, K.13., COMMA NDER-lN-CIllEF 
IN THE MEDITERRANEAN. 

[From Clrtiko niul .M'Artlmr, vol. i. j). 

T-»‘j^lioru Rosuls, DecemFor ‘Ust 

Sir, 

I cannot allow the liively, Captain Lord Garlies,’ to have a 
chance of falling in with you, without bringing some account 
of the state of the Agamemnon. We are getting on very fast 
with our caulking; our head is secured; our rigging nearly 
overhauled ; and our other wants in as great a state of for- 
wardness as I could expect at this season of the year; and by 
the first week in January, I hope tliat Agamemnon will be as 
fit for sea, as a rotten Ship can be.* 

I have written to Genoa, directing Captain Cockburn to 
take the Ships in that Port under his ])rotection to I.eghorn ; 
but should they, from any change of circumstances, not wish 
to leave Genoa, the Meleager is then to join me here, by the 
Hist of December, when I shall order Captain Cockburn to 
be ready for sea. By letters from Mr. Drake, of December 8th, 
from Milan, it appears that the French, after having attempted 
to get into the plain of Piedmont, in wliich they failed, had 

” Cjqittiiii Hinton. 

’ Aficnviu-ds .lolm. ci^jhili F.arl of Galloway, K.T . : Im died an Admiral of the 
I31uo, in !>r:a<di, l -s.H. 

Wlnm the, A;^iu;n'rtnon cr.me into dock to be velittiMl, llicro was not a mast, 
yard, sail, nor any iniv: of the rigf^dii", but was oblij^cd to be re]»aired, owiiijif to the 
shot ‘^ho had icccived, iFer bull had been long secured by cables served round. — 
Clarke find M'‘Arlhnr, 
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retired into winter-quarters. The loss of the Austrian Army 
is not yet ascertained, but it is supposed to exceed 4500 men, 
killed, wounded, and deserters. General Wallis has 18,000 
men with him, and stragglers arc joining their corps very fast: 
he is near Acqui, in a very good position for the defence of 
Piedmont. I understand the General has written to Sir Hyde 
Parker, since liis defeat, but which I hear he is pleased to call 
a check, complaining of a want of co-operation on our parts. 

I take for granted, Sir, neither Sir Hyde nor yourself will 
fully answer his letter, until 1 have an opportunity of explain- 
ing the whole of my conduct. His Excellency Mr. Drake, 
his Majesty’s Minister at the Head-Quarters of the Army, to 
whom I always communicated all my proceedings, has borne 
to Lord Grenville the fullest approbation of my conduct. I 
shall only trouble, you with one observation, that will almost 
furnish an answer to any letter General Wallis may have 
written : — That part of the Austrian Army which had to sus- 
tain an attack in front, as well as the tcrrihlc Jire of the Gun- 
boats, was the only part of the Army that was not forced, and 
the only part which retreated in a body; a clear proof to my 
mind, that either the Gun-boats did little or no mischief, 
or that the other parts of the line were not equally well 
defended. I have written to General Wallis to congratulate 
him, that (under the great misfortune) where he commanded 
all went well. I have been long on my guard against these 
gentlemen ; and months ago apprised them of what would 
one day happen ; but they believed themselves invincible. 

I am, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 

TO THE REVEREND AIR. NELSON, JIILBOROIGIL 
[Aiitogrupli, in tlic Nd??oii riipL'vs.j 

Agaunemiioii, Legliorii, Doccinbcr Vllitli, [179^.] 

My dear lirolher, 

I had the pleasure of your letter of November 20th, yester- 
day, and most heartily wish von, Mrs. Nelson, my Aunt, and 
all our friends near you, a merry Christmas, and many happy 
returns of the Season. It must "ive me satisfaction to find that 
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from all quarters of England, from my King to the lowest 
ordci', all join in acknowledging my services. Certainly I 
may say to yon, that none in this Country can be put in com- 
petition with what I have gone through ; and had it not been 
for the neglect of my Admiral,® I should have quitted my 
command with more pleasure to myself, as I should have had 
a battle with the French Gun-boats which harassed the left 
wing of the Austrian Army. However, that, from the fault of 
my Admiral, (too long to enter into,) not being the case, it will 
afford satisfaction to my friends, that no l)lainc has been 
attempted to attach itself to my want of exertion ; on the con- 
trary, His Majesty’s Minister, at the Head-Quarters of the 
Austrian Army, has borne to Lord Grenville the fullest appro- 
bation of my conduct : nor do I believe that, as far as relates 
[to] me or my conduct, the Generals have wrote a w'ord 
against me; although I know they have complained of a want 
of a sufficient Naval force — not that I believe all our Fleet 
would have served them, unless they fought better than they 
did. But they wish, if possible, to throw the cause of tlieir defeat 
to the molestation of the Enemy’s Gun-boats ; but it is as ex- 
traordinary as true, that the right and centre were the only 
part totally defeated ; and the left, the part attacked by sea 
and land, was the only part which resisted the Enemy, and 
the only p^irt which retreated in a body — a plain proof that 
either the other parts of the Line were not equally well defended, 
or that the Enemy’s Gun-boats (which I own I believe) did 
no great harm. But the Austrians ran away from some post, 
twenty [or] twenty-five miles from the Enemy, by fright. 
General de Vins is said to be dead. I think it very probable 
that grief, added to his bad health, may have shortened his 
days. 

Our new Admiral^ is at sea. I fear he is willing to keep me 
with him. He has wrote me, I am sorry to say, u most ffattei- 
ing letter, and I hear 1 am to bo offei eil 8t. George or Zealous, 
but, in my present mind, I shall take neither. My wish is to 
see England once more, and I want a few weeks’ rest, as do 
every one in )ny Ship. Mr. Andrews, my late First-Tdeu- 
tenant is now a Captain, made by the Admiralty, for the 


’ Jldtluuu, 


* Sir Joliu Jervis. 
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services of the Agamemnon. I have been fortunate in getting 
two First-lieutenants made since I left England. You say I 
don’t write. I assure you, I believe I have wrote you from 
Genoa, no very long time ago. However that may be, I always 
have you in affectionate rememl)rance. 

December 28tli. 

A signal is now out for a Fleet, which I take to be the 
Convoy from England, and I believe Sir John Jervis is 
amongst them. We have nothing new here; no battles, no 
defeats. With kindest remembrances, believe me, 

Your most affectionate Brother, 

Hokatio Nelson. 


TO MRS. NELSON. 

[From Clarke anil ^r‘Arllinr, vol. i. p. 25‘L] 

Asnmcninon, Leghorn, (Uh January, •'> 

The French, I am certain, will, this Spring, make a great 
exertion to get into Italy, and I think Sir John Jervis must be 
active to keep them out. By the 1st of February, fifteen Sail 
of the Line will be ready at Toulon, with 140 Transports, and 
‘JOO Flat boats adapted for the coast of Italy. The prevention 
of the intentions of the Enemy requires great foresight ; for, if 
once landed, our Fleet is of no use, and theirs would retire 
into Toulon, or some secure Port : had they done so last year, 


® On tluf ttli of that nnuilli, Captain Nelson’s Fatlior vrotu the following beautiful 
letter to his distinguitsheil Hon : — 

“ The eoiiimeneement of a new year calls on a Fathers tender and aftbetionatc 
ItM'lings, to rejoice witli you on the many extraordiiiury cscaiics you have experienced, 
Mliich.:lo rvideiieo a Ibovidential hand that has guarded you tVoia impeiidiiig dangers : 
may that great and good llcing still be your Nhield and defender 1 1 have also further 

joy in perceiving those self-npprovii.g refleelions, which arise from a consciousness 
of having done all, that the great trust rtuiosed in \oti could require ; and ibis yon 
must feel in the liighost degree. May you, my dear Hon, add year to year tlirougha 
long life, uiilj the indescribahle delight, that your own heart eondemns you jiot. It 
is difficult, within the narrow limit., of nu epistb', suHieienlly to gratify a son who 
claims every mark of parental regard that lang.tage can express ; and little more than 
verbal expressions has ever been within the compass of my abilities and very con- 
lined sphere of action to bestow, (iod has He.s-ed me inliuitely, even beyond hope, 
by length of day.s, to see my po.sterity in po.-.sessioii of what is more durable than 
riclies or honours — u good uainc, au amiable disposition, upright conduct, and pure 
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wlieie WDiild have been the advanUige of oiu* action ^ 7'he 
Im’ciicIi will improve on tlieir last year’s folly : 1 am convinced 
in my own mind, that I know tlieir very landing-place : if 
they mean to carry on the war, they must penetrate into 
Italy. Holland and Flanders, with their own Country, they 
have entirely stripped ; Italy is the gold mine, and, if once 
entered, is witlioiit the means of resistance. 

January 8th. — Our news, that the Frencli are retiring from 
Holland, confirms in my mind their intention to force Italy : 
nothing else can save them, in any peace that may be near at 
hand. My Officers and people who are prisoners in France, 
are exceedingly well treated, particularly so by the Naval 
Officers ; and, as they say, because they belong to the Aga- 
memnon, whose character is well known throughout the Re- 
public. 

Yours, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO MRS. NELSON. 

[From Clarko and l\[‘Artl]uv, vol. I. p. On the IDtli nf January, tho Aga 

memnon joined Uie Fleet in Fiorenzo ILiv, wlien Captain N(d.'«on Inid Jiis first inter 
view with Admiral Sir John Jervis, K.B., the Coinmander-in-Cliief.J 

Againeinnon, St. Fioron/.o, -iOtli January, JTIhi. 

We were received, not only with tlie greatest attention, but 
With much apparent friendship. Sir John Jervis’s offer of 
either the St. (jcorgc, 00, or Zealous, 74, was declined ; 

religion: these must he the supporicvs of ])uldie fame, and they will fight in its 
defence against envy and calumny. 'Die almost daily proofs of your faithful 
ohser\auce of your various professional dntiev. are pleasing comiiensatious for \onr 
long aljsenee : every disappointment has its eonsolation, every storm its sneeeeding 
sunshine, and wc hriiig this hoine immediately to ourselves. Yon an* now in the 
very meridian of life, and have daily opportunities of growing rich in knowledge, of 
filling your honest and well-disposed heart with the stores of good grain, which in 
lime to come, when the mental powers shall de<'ay, shall prove a treasure, and 
make good Avhat time has stolen away. Old age is only made pleasant hy happy 
rellectioiis, and hy reajiing the harvest we linvc sown in youth. Jh? assured, my 
good Son, T now regrei to find, that iny stock in this respect is low : my education, 
Mtnation in life, : ),(| opportonilies of improvement, have heen all against me. Rut, 
thank (jodl 1 still retain some s<mrees of delight. My setting sun is clearer, than 
when It was mid day. \Iy blessings are innnnierahle ; my wishes most ahunduntly 
fulfilled. God bless yon, and prosper nil y<ni undertake I Farewell. KUMCNU 
Nelso.n. ’— C7t/r/,r and M^Arfhiir, vol. i. p. ‘i-JO. 
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but with that respect^ aiul sense of obligation on my part, 
which sucli handsome conduct demanded of me. I found the 
Admiral anxious to know many things, whicli 1 was a good 
deal surprised to find had not been communicated to him from 
others in the Fleet ; and it would appear, that he was so well 
satisfied with my opinion of what is likely to happen, and the 
means of prevention to be taken, that he had no reserve with 
me respecting his information and ideas of what is likely to be 
done: he concluded by asking me if I sliould Iiave any objection 
to serve under him, with my Flag. My answer was, that if I 
were ordered to hoist my Flag, I shoukl certainly be happy in 
serving under him ; but if Agamemnon were ordered to go 
home, and my Flag were not arrived, I should on many 
accounts wish to return to England ; yet still, if the war con- 
tinued, I should be very proud of the honour of hoisting my 
Flag under his command : and, 1 rather believe, Sir John 
Jervis writes home this day, that if the Fleet is kept here, my 
Flag, on a promotion, may be sent to the Mediterranean. 
The credit I derive from all these compliments must be satis- 
factory to you ; and, should 1 remain until peace, which can- 
not be very long, you will, I sincerely hope, make your mind 
easy. Yet, sometimes, notwithstanding all 1 have said, I think 
my promotion will be announced, and that I shall have a land 
voyage: be it as it may, I shall take it easy. Agamemnon is 
just going to sea, and I can assure you that my health was 
never better than at this moment. 

Yours, &c« 

Horatio Nklson. 


TO ADMIRAL SIR JOIIxV JKRVTS, K.R. 

[bVoni CliiiUe lUkl M‘Aitlmi-, vol. i. j). 

'iOrd .lanuary, 1 <0C. 

Sir, 

I yesterday, joined the Meleager a»Rl Blanche, but the 
weather was too bad to have any communication until this 
morning : there is no appearance of any number of Vessels 
being collected, from Nice to (lenoa, and no Vessel of war; 
therefore, any large embarkation cannot at present be intended 
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on this Coast. As to a mere plundering party, in a few 
Feluccas, it is perhaps out of the power of our whole 
Squadron to prevent it ; but I shall do my best. I sent the 
Blanche to Genoa, with letters for Mr. Trevor and Mr. 
Drake, requesting them to give me all the information in their 
power, respecting the Austrian and Sardinian as well as the 
French Armies, and also the Toulon Fleet. 

I am, &c. 

Houatto Nelson. 


TO MUS. NFXSOX. 

[From Clnrkc and M‘ Arthur, vol i. p. ‘^57.] 

Oulf of Genoa, ‘inh January, 170(1. 

I sent you a line just as I was getting under sail from St. 
Fiorenzo. The Fleet was not a little surprised at my leaving 
them so soon, and, I fancy, there was some degree of envy 
attached to the surprise ; for one Captain told me, ‘ You did 
just as you pleased in Lord Hood’s time, the same in Admiral 
Hotham’s, and now again with Sir John Jervis it makes no 
difference to you who is Commander-in-Chief,’ I returned a 
pretty strong answer to this speech. My command here is to 
prevent any small number of men from making a descent in 
Italy. I hear no more of this promotion, and I sincerely hope 
they will put it off a little longer; unless, which I cannot well 
expect, they should send me out my Flag. My health was 
never better. 

Yours, &c. 

lIouATio Nelson. 


'' Sir Joliii Jervis’s high opinion of Ni;lso]i was thus oxprosseil to Mr. Trevor, 
Mijiistrr at Turin, as oiirly as the lllli of Fel)ruury, “ J tim >ery ljap])V to 

learn tliiit Captain Nelson, wliose zenl, ae!i\ily, and enterprise, cannot he hiirpassod, 
nds so higti in yoni goo<l opinion, i have only to lann'nl the want of means to 
c him ilie, command of a Squadron equal to his merit.”— Mmo'na of 
ni f:il. Vincent, vol. i. p. 



JlT. 37.] 


LETTEUS, 


127 


TO 1\IRS. NELSON. 

[From CliirUe ami M‘Artlmr, vol. i. p. 257.] 

Leglioni, February, F/OO. 

The French are making great preparations for opening the 
campaign in Italy ; and if the Austrians and Piedmontese do 
not exert themselves, Turin will be lost, and of course all 
Piedmont: Sardinia is in rebellion. I now see no prospect 
of peace. Before the King’s speech^ appeared, I had hope; 
but from that moment I gave it up. Our new Admiral will 
not land at Leghorn. 

[Ill contimintioii.] 

OflT ilic Tlieros Islniula, ITili February. 

Time, my dear Fanny, will soon wear away, when we shall, 
1 doubt not, possess a cottage of our own, and an ample income 
to live on ; if not in luxury, at least in comfort. As yet, I appear 
to stand well with Sir John Jervis, and it shall not be iny 
fault if I do not continue to do so : my conduct has no mys- 
tery. I freely communicate my knowledge and observations, 
and only wish, that whatever Admiral I serve under may 
make a proper use of it. God forbid, I should have any 
other consideration on service, than the good of my Country. 
I am now sent to examine the state of the Ships in Toulon ; 
their numbers we know full well, but the accounts of the state 
they are in arc so contradictory, as to leave ns uncertain. 
Sir John Jervis is at present inferior to the French: they 
have built five Sail of the Line since we lelt Toulon. 

’’ Tlisi Majesty met Farlijimout on the 'Itlth of Oetober, 171)5, aiulllic biioceli from 
tlic Throne couliuneil the hAlowhig passage in rcleveiice to Frauee; — “ The distraC' 
tion mid annvehy wliieh buve, so long prevailed in lliat eountry liavt* led to a ciisis, 
of \vhi;-h it is as yet impossible to foresee the issue, but uhieli must in all human 
lirobability inoduee eonseiiuenees highly important to the interests of Furope, 
Sliould this crisis terminate in any order of things eompiitible with the traiuiuillity 
of other countries, and allordingari>asonable e\p«*elalion of security and permanence 
in any treaty which might be eoneliided, the appearance of a disposition lo nego 
tiatu for general Peace on .just and suitable terms will not fail lo be met on my piu't 
with an earnest desire to give, it the fullest and spreiliest elfect. But 1 tun per- 
suiuled that you will agree with me, thatnutliing is so likely to endure and accelerate 
this d(‘sirable end, as to shew that w'c are ju. parcd Jor eitlier Jilternative, and arc 
determined to prosecute the war with the rtuiosi. energy and vigour, until we have 
the means of concluding, in conjiniciion with our Allies, such a peace as the justice 
of our cause nud the situation of the Enemy may entitle us to expect.” 



m 


LETTERS. 


[ 1790 . 

February ,98th. 

I am now on my way to Genoa, having been joined by the 
Admiral on the SOrd, off Toulon. The hVench have thirteen 
Sail of the Line and five Frigates ready for sea; and four or 
five, which are in great forwardness, are fitting in tlie arsenal. 
Sir John Jervis, from his manner, as I plainly perceive, does 
not wish me to leave this station. He seems at present to 
consider me more tis an associate than a subordinate Officer ; 
for I am acting without any orders. This may have its diffi- 
culties at a future day ; but I make none, knowing the upright- 
ness of my intentions. He asked me, if I had heard any more 
of my promotion ; I told him, ^ No Iiis answer was, ‘ You 
must have a larger Ship, for we cannot spare you, either as 
Captain or Admiral.’ Yours, See. 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO THOMAS POLLAUD, ESQ., LEOHOUN. 
rAutojjnipli, ill the po.'jses>i<)n of John Luxfoid, Khii. j 

I'ebrnary 1700. 

Sir, 

Please to send by my Cockswain, ten Tuscan crowns for 
Mr. Bolton,® which place to my account. Pray send our 
people on board from the prizes. I hope they have pratique, 
if not, get it for them directly. The Ship is unmoored, and 
only waiting for our people, who must have pratique. 

Yours truly, 

Horatio Nelson. 

TO THE HONOUTtABLE .TOHX TREVOP,® MIMSTEll AT TUUIX. 

[From Clarke ami M‘Anlmv, vol. i. p. 

[About the 9ml ^^arcll, IIOU.I 

[III tills Letter, Cniituiii Nelson mentioned bis arrival at tieiioa on the 9nd 
of Arurcl), ami then snidj — 

I hope to hetir of some intended movements of the Austrian 
Army towards Vtido, I am certain, from Sir John Jervis’s 

" Midsbipmun ibe Agiunemnon, afterwards Captain Sir William Rollon. 

® Tlie lloiioiirable lobn Tivvor, second son of Robert first Viscount HampJen. 
On the ‘JOtli ot Aolmisi, H‘’L be snceeeded bis brother, as third Viscount Hampden, 
but died on the bili of Sepiernbor following, wlien all bis titles became extinct. 
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own assertion, that nothing will be wanting on his part to- 
wards an efTectual co-operation, consistent with the otlier ser- 
vices which you so well know are required of an English 
Admiral ; and I can take upon me to say, that he will come to 
Vado Bay, when future plans may be better concerted. I 
cannot help thinking that the taking of Vado would be a great 
object, and that it must be done early in the spring; or the 
Enemy’s Fleet may with ease cover a body of troops in Trans- 
ports, and land them in Italy. I was six days in sight of 
Toulon ; and could each day see a visible getting forward of 
their Ships. I believe we shall have a battle before any Con- 
voy sails, and which pray God send ; for the event, under so 
active and good an Admiral, who can doubt of? I am just 
favoured with your letters of February 6th, 13th, and 18th : 
if the Admiral had small Vessels, he could not venture to un- 
man his Fleet. 

I am, &c. 

Horatio Nelson, 


TO HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS THE DUKE OF CLARENCE. 


[From Clai'ke and M‘Artliur, vol. i. p. 


Sir, 


Genoa Mole, ^rd March, 1 790. 


I left Sir John Jervis oiT Toulon on the 23rd of February, 
and sincerely hope he has not siiilered in the very severe gale 

f )f easterly wind which I have experienced ; our stern is stove 
n, and several of our quarter planks started. If the Admiral 
unfortunately should be crippled, the French Fleet would be 
sea in a week; and, at all events, I do not believe they will 
reinfdn longer in Port than till after the equinox. It is said 
the campaign will open against Italy with 80,000 men ; if 
the Enemy’s fleet should be able to cover the landing of 20,000 
men, between Port Especia and Leghorn, where I have always 
been of opinion they would attempt it, I know of nothing to 
prevent their fully possessing the rich mine of Italy. I hope 
the Austrians will again take possession of Vado Bay, which 
would of course impede not only the along-shore voyage of 
the French, and afford our Fleet an opportunity of falling in 
VOL. ir. K 
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with the Enemy, and of giving, I hope, a decisive blow to their 
Fleet; but would also prevent tliem from getting into the 
Milanese, by po.ssessing the strong passes of the Bocchetta. 
They have desired of the Genoese the fortress of Savona, as a 
place for arms ; which although the Republic has refused, yet 
of course they will take it when convenient, and without oppo- 
sition, as a great friend of theirs is Governor of it, the Marquis 
of Spinola. They have also desired the loan of thirty millions 
of livres, to which this Republic has pleaded poverty. 

Genoa is full of corn for the use of the French ; but, pos- 
sessing the whole Coast, it is almost impossible to take any of 
their Vessels: I have taken three lately; yet the Vessels and 
cargoes being Neutral, I suppose they will not be condemned. 
None but Neutral vessels navigate to France : not a French 
Merchant- vessel appears on the sea. Whatever may occur 
within my knowledge, your Royal Highness may depend on 
knowing. 

I am, &-C. 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO WILLIAM LOCKER, ESQ., LIEUTENANT-GOVERxVOR OF 
GREENWICH HOSPITAL. 

[Autograph, in the Locker Papers.] 

Agamemnon, Genoa Mole, March dth, 1700, 

My dear. Friend, 

I received the day before I last left Leghorn your letter of 
December 30lh, for which I thank you. As to my sailing for 
England, it is impossible to say when it is to happen; for 
so many Ships are in a bad state, that I know not who il l 
to have the preference. The Convoy must, I suppose, sail ■ 
next month, but the French arc so nearly equal to us, that 
the Admiral will not part with many Ships. I am just come 
from looking into Toulon, where thirteen Sail of the Line 
and five Frigates are ready for sea, and some others fitting in 
the Arsenal : I think by the end of this month the Enemy’s 
Fleet will be at sea, and as they have a great number of Trans- 
ports ready at Marseilles, I firmly believe the Fleet from 
Cadiz, perhaps joined by some from L’Orient or Brest, will 
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join them, when one week's very superior Fleet will effect a 
landing between Port Especia and Leghorn, I mean on that 
coast of Italy, when they will of course possess themselves of 
Leghorn, and there is nothing to stop their progress to Rome 
and Naples ; we may fight their Fleet, but unless we can 
destroy them, their Transports will push on and effect their 
landing. What will the French care for the loss of a few 
Men-of-war ? it is nothing if they can get into Italy. This 
[is] the gold-mine, and what, depend on it, they will push for. 
The little I have seen of Sir John, I like; and he seems 
pleased with my conduct, and does not seem very willing to 
let me go home, even if Agamemnon does. I left the Ad- 
miral on the 23rd ult., to the westward of Toulon. I told 
him of your remembrances to him. Mr. Summers has sent 
home his commission, and although the Officer in whose room 
he came, was only invalided, yet the vacancy ought to be a 
good one, as he died very soon afterwards ; therefore the list 
is not increased by his appointment. I suppose Admiral 
Hotham will be thinking of homeward steering ; he has spent 
the winter at Naples, and been well received. 

How unfortunate Admiral Christian has been I hope our 
West India Islands will not suffer more than they have done ; 
but I see Wilberforce is meddling again with the slave-trade. 
I feel very much obliged by Simon TayloFs remembrances ; 
pray do not forget me to him when you write. Was I an 
Admiral, there is no station I should like so w^ell in a war, as 
Jamaica; I think I could give satisfaction by keeping the 
Island free from privateers, which I know is the general com - 
plaint against our Admirals. I have got your quarter cask of 
sherry very safe, and it ought to be very good. I shall, if I 
come^ome, order a hogshead from Mr, Dulf, as you say you 


* On the lOth of NovomLcr, Roav- Admiral Hugh Cloberry Cliristian, his 

Flag in the St. Goorge, OS, sailed from St. Ilclon’a with a Smiadron of Ships of 
War, and 200 Sail of Transports and West Indiamon, liaviiig l(i,000 troops on 
hoard, to act ugaiiist the French and Dutch Settlenionts in the West Indies ; hut 
two days after they sailed, the Fleet was dispersed by a heaAw gale, in whieh many 
of the Transports and Merchantmen fonnder.'d. t laving repaired their datnages, the 
Fleet sailed from St. Helen’s on the 0th of Dev eiuber, but it was again dispersed by 
a heavy gale of wind, which com]>fcllcd the 11- ar- Admiral and some of the Ships of 
war and Merchant vessels to return to Spitheiul. 

K 2 
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want mine. We are this day covered with snow, and intensely 
cold; this will make the campaign later in opening, bnt 
every day fresh troops are arriving to reinforce the French 
army. I have my fears for Piedmont, unless the Emperor 
orders many more troops than he has at present. I beg you 
will remember me kindly to every part of your family, and do 
not forget me to such of our friends as you may meet with, 
Mr. Bradley, 8cc. Believe me 

Yours most truly, 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO THE IlEVEREND MR. NELSON, IIILBOROUGH. 

[Autograpli, in the Nelson Papers.] 

Genoa Mole, March 4th, ITOC. Deep snow, and intensely cold. 

My dear Brother, 

I am truly sorry to find, by my letters from Bath, that poor 
Aunt Mary* has been very ill. I feel much for her, and shall 
truly rejoice to hear she has got better, and may be comfortable 
for several years. I am just come from looking into Toulon, 
where there are thirteen Sail of the Line and five Frigates, 
ready for sea, and some others fitting in the Arsenal ; there- 
fore, probably we shall soon have anotiier battle in the Medi- 
terranean ; and I have little doubt but it will, if the Fivnch give 
ns as good opportunities, be destructive to the Fleet of France. 
But I own myself rather of opinion, that a Squadron from 
L’Orientwill join Citizen Richery,* at Cadiz, and they will 
have a very superior Fleet to us. But fight we must, or Italy 
will be lost this summer ; for not le.ss than 80,000 men are to 
open the campaign ; and if their Transports can land, under 
cover of their Fleet, 20,000 men in the plain country of Italy, 
nothing remains to stop their march to Rome and Naples-— 
probably both ripe for a revolt. 

Our Convoy is to sail next month : whether I am to be of 
the party seems very doubtful. Sir John does not appear very 
willing to part with me ; but some of us must go : perhaps 

* .Miss iNTury N«'Loi:, fatlier’s eldest sister. Slje died, iinmnrried, iu 1800. 

® 'i’lie RenV'Adniiiiil cummandiiig tbe Eroncli Squadron in Cadiz. 
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Ships may be coming out to relieve us. I shall not be 
sorry to see England again. I am grown old and battered to 
pieces, and require some repairs. However, on the whole, I 
have stood the fag better than could have been expected. I 
am sorry to tell you, the fancied rich prize is not likely to be 
condemned : I believe the captor will be glad to give her up 
again. However, I never built much on her : if I return not 
poorer than I set out, I shall be perfectly satisfied ; but I be- 
lieve the contrary. Mine is all honour: so much for the Navy 1 
I have not heard from you for a long time. I now look daily 
for a letter. How does Robert Rolfe^ do? You will re- 
member me to him. I dare say he is happy, because I believe 
he deserves to be so : and do not forget my remembrances 
to our friends at Swalfham. Josiah is very well, and often 
inquires after you. Remember me kindly to Mrs. Nelson 
and my Aunt. Your children are not yet, I suppose, corre- 
spondents, although I know they can write. Believe me, ever 
Your most affectionate Brother, 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO THE HONOURABLE JOHN TREVOR, MINISTER AT TURIN. 

[From Clarke and M‘Artliur, vol. i, p. ‘-ioO.] 

Agamemnon, Genoa Mole, TtU March, ITUG. 

Is the whole Island^ in rebellion, and friendly to the French, 
and would it be dangerous for an English Ship to anchor in 
Oristan, or any other port in Sardinia? Should the Vessels 
belonging to the Sardinians be seized ? In short, Sir, pray 
tell me, in what light the King of Sardinia considers the in- 
habitants of that Island, and how you think I should consider 
them. I did not, I own, rejoice at the snow, and the very bad 
weather we have had, until you told me how beneficial it may 
prove to our good Ally the King of Sardinia, whom 1 shall 
always respect. 

I am, Sic., 

Horatio Nelson. 

* His cousin, the Reverend Robert Rolfe, so often mentioned. 

® Sardinia. 
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TO AD^MlllAL SIR JOHN JERVIS, K.B. 

[From Claiko aud M‘Aitliiiv, vol. i. p. 259 ; who state that, in this letter, Cap- 
tnin Nelson sent a general account of his correspondence with their Excellencies 
Mr. Trevor and Mr. Drake, and concluded by saying] — 

Leghorn, 10th March, 1790. 

Mr. Wyndham’s letter from Florence, shows that if the 
Tuscan Government arc ready to receive a French garrison, it 
will be veiy difficult to prevent it until we possess Vado. The 
points for us to look to, are a small Squadron off Fort Especia, 
with one on the other side of the Gulf, for the present embarka- 
tion will be in small Vessels; but if the Genoese will not oppose 
their passage, there is nothing to prevent, in a march of forty- 
eight hours, the arrival of the F rench at Leghorn. 

I am, 8cc. 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO THE RIGHT HON. SIR GILBERT ELLIOT, BART. 


[Autograph, in the Minto Papers.] 


Leghorn, March lOlh, 17!.)0. 


Dear Sir, 

As I think you will like to know my proceedings, which 1 
can truly say are always employed to the best of my know- 
ledge for the Public good, I send you my letter to Sir John 
Jervis for your perusal, which be so good, when retid as to 
seal up.'^ 

Believe me, dear Sir, 

Your most faithful 

To his Excellency the Vicc-Roy. IIoRATIO NeLSON. 


TO THE RIGHT HON. SIR WILLIAM HAMILTON, K.B., MINISTER 
AT NAPLES. 

'f' 

( From the “ Le*lcrs of Lord Nelson to Lady Ilamiltoii,” vol. ii. p. 227. It isf:!' 
albo printed by Chirkc and M‘Arlhur,but with tlieir usual incorrectness.] 


Sir. 


Agamemnon, Leghorn, IJth March, 1790. 


Mr. Wyndham having communicated to Mr. Udney, the 
conversation of ihe lYench Minister with the Tuscans, I cannot, 


® Apptu’cutly the preceding Letter. 
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being entrusted by the Admiral with the command of the small 
Squadron in the Gulf of Genoa, but think it right for me to 
beg that your Excellency will apply for such Vessels of War 
belonging to his Sicilian Majesty, as may be judged proper to 
cruise in the Gulf of Genoa, and particularly off the Point of the 
Gulf of Especia. Zebecs, Corvettes, and Erigates are the fittest 
to cruise ; and the first have the great advantage of rowing, as 
well as sailing, I am told, very fast. General [Acton^] knows, 
full as well as myself, the Vessels proper to prevent the 
disembarkation of Troops on this Coast ; therefore I shall not 
particularly point them out. Last campaign, the word Flotilla 
was misunderstood : I can only say, that all Vessels which can 
sail, and row, must be useful; and for Small-craft, Port 
Especia is a secure harbour. 

Whatever is to be done, should be done speedily ; for by 
Mr. Wyndharn’s account, we have no time to lose. If we 
have the proper Vessels, I am confident the French will not 
be able to bring their 10,000 men by sea; and should they 
attempt to pass through the Genoese territories, I hope the 
Austrians will prevent them. But, however, should all our 
precautions not be able to prevent the Enemy’s possessing 
themselves of Leghorn, yet we are not to despair. Fourteen 
days from their entry, if the Allied Powers unite heartily, I 
am confident we shall take them all prisoners. I am confident 
it can, and therefore — (should such an unlucky event take place, 
as their possessing themselves of Leghorn) — I hope will be 
done. I have sent to the Admiral. I am very lately from 
ulF Toulon, where thirteen Sail of the Line, and five Frigates 
are ready for sea, and others fitting. With my best respects 
to Lady Hamilton, believe me, dear Sir, your Excellency’s 
most, obedient servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 


’’ Ilia SicUiau Majc^ty’a Prime Ministcri 
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TO FRANCIS DRAKE, ESQ., MINISTER AT GENOA. 

[From Clm-ke and M‘Ai*tlmr, vol. i. p. 202.] 

March lOilj, 1790. 

Having received information, on which I am told I may 
depend, that Salicetti^' is now here, with other Commissioners, 
for the express purpose of expediting the operations of the 
French Army towards the invasion of Italy ; and that one of 
the three columns, into whicli that Army is to be divided, is 
either to penetrate through the Genoese territory, or to be 
conveyed coastways to take possession of Port Especia ; whicli 
will instantly give them the flat country as far as Leghorn ; 
and no doubt but a small Army appearing before Leghorn, 
would, without any difficulty, make themselves masters of it: 
I therefore feel it my duty, as Commanding Officer of his 
Majesty’s Squadron employed on this Coast, and in the absence 
of the Naval Commander-in-Chief, to state clearly the fatal 
consequences which will attend this plan of the French Com- 
missioners. The possession of Port Especia will always give 
an easy access to every part of Italy, even to the Kingdom of 
Naples, and also security to Transports, Ships of War, and 
small Vessels ; and I moreover beg it may be understood, tliat 
if the French Flotilla proceeds along the Coast, our Ships-of- 
w'ar cannot molest them ; not being able to approach the 
Coast, from the shallowness of the water, I must besides ob- 
serve, that the Enemy possessing Leghorn, cuts off all our 
supplies; and of course our Fleet cannot always be looked for 
on the northern Coast of Italy. I therefore beg leave to state, 
that to obviate these misfortunes, two plans are necessary to be 
attended to ; the first, and best, is the possession of Vado Bay; 
this done, as far as luiman foresight can discern, Italy is safe : 
the next is the taking of Port Especia ; and, as a Sea-officer, 
I beg leave to say, that unless one of these plans is adopted. 


® Coiumissai’y of tLe FrencL Oovenimcnt with tlie Armies of Italy and the Alps. 
A.ftcr tin- evaciiutlon of Cor=iicn, lie was stnt to that Island from Leghoim hyBuona 
parte, on the 1/tli of October; and liis jtddrcss to the Corsicans, dated on the 21th 
of Novem])er, 1 <90, is in the Annual Register of that year. Vide vol. xxxviii. Stale 
Ropers, pp. 203, 209. 



37 .] 


LETTERS. 


137 

my Admiral, and Comniaiider-iii-Chief of liis Majesty’s Fleet, 
cannot answer for the safety of Italy, from any attempts that 
may be made on it Coastways. 

I am, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO ADMIRAL SIR JOHN JERVIS, K,B. 


[From Clarke and M‘Artiiur, vol, i. p. 25!).] 


Sir, 


At Sea, IGth March, 1700. 


I beg leave to transmit copies of all the letters that have 
passed between me and His Majesty’s Ministers at Turin, 
(lenoa, and Naples ; that you may be in full possession of my 
conduct, and know whether I am worthy the honour of com- 
manding the Squadron intrusted to my direction. My last 
letter to Mr. Drake, dated yesterday, is of so very important 
a nature, and the opinion I have given so very decisive, that I 
must request you will send me your ideas of my conduct, as 
soon as possible : should it unfortunately be disapprobation, I 
have only to regret that my abilities are not equal to my zeal. 

I am, &c., 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO ADMIRAL SIR JOHN JERVIS, K.B. 

[From Cloikc and iMArlluir, vol. i. p. ‘20*3. '] 

March lOtli, 1700. 

Mr, Drake having expressed a wish to sec me, to commu- 
nicate many things which he did not think it right to trust to 
paper, I arrived yesterday morning at Genoa, with Meleager 
and Blanche, and held a conference with him. The same 
cause, which prevented him from writing, prevents me from 
entering fully on the part of the plan intimated in his letter, 
and which at present is submitted to the consideration of 
Ministers: but, when I have the honour of meeting you, I am 
at full liberty to communicate it ; for I would receive no in- 
formation, or plans, which I might not freely communicate to 
you. Mr. Drake expressed himself pleased at your deter- 
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inination to give the Aiistnan General a meeting, whenever he 
chose to bring his Army on the coast ; but, at the same time, 
he said, he found it extremely difficult to make them hear of 
the Riviera, although he had pressed very much to have the 
plan of the last year carried into execution ; with the excep- 
tion, in the first instance, of penetrating into Provence. The 
Commander-in-Chief of the Army was not yet fixed on ; but 
it was understood that the Archduke was to be the nominal, 
and General Beaulieu the active Commander-in-Chief, that 
Beaulieu wished to meet the French in the plains of Lombardy, 
and then to follow up the blow, which he had no doubt would 
be decisive. 

I could not help observing, that the very reason why the 
General wished to meet them in a particular place, would of 
course be the reason Avhy the French would not penetrate by 
that route; and that respecting the information, which I had 
received, of the intention of the Directory to order the move- 
ment of their Army in three columns, one by Ceva, another 
by the pass of the Bocchetta, and another to march through 
the Genoese territory, or be carried coastways to Port Especia, 
which would give them an easy entry into the plains of Italy ; 

I had no doubt the two first would be feints, and the last the 
real plan. I must here observe, that before night, Mr. Drake 
had the same information communicated to him; and also, 
that a body of troops would be embarked on board the Fleet, 
the moment llicliery arrived from Cadiz, and a push be made 
for Port Especia. This information induced me, and, if pos- 
sible, more strongly than ever, to press the measure of taking 
Vado, or Port Especia, without delay; and I added, that 
without one or the other was done, you could not answer for 
the safety of Italy coastways, it being now perfectly clear for 
what the two hundred Flat boats were built, and the numerous 
Gun-boats fitted out. Mr. Drake told me, that he had already 
urged the measure of taking Vado, and would continue to do 
it, and would also instantly press the necessity of possessing 
Port Especia, if I w^ould declare, that our Naval force should 
support the Austrians from attacks by sea; which, I said, 
there could be no doubt of, for it would be the home of qiir 
Squadron employed on this coast. He then desired me .to 
give my opinion in writing, as the authority of a Sea-ofifeei* 
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would have more weight than all he could urge; and this was 
tlie cause of my writing the letter, on which I am so anxious 
to obtain your sentiments. 

Salicetti has failed in his demand for the loan of thirty 
millions of livres. On his first demand, when it was generally 
understood, that five millions would be given him to get rid of 
it, Mr. Drake came to Genoa, and, with all the Ministers of 
die coalesced Powers, joined in a Note to the Serene Republic, 
stating, ^ they had heard of the demand made by the French, 
yet could not believe that the Republic would so far forget her 
neutrality, as to comply with it: that if She did, the coalesced 
Powers could no longer recognise her as a neutral State, but 
as the ally of France.’ The demand of Salicetti was taken 
into consideration on the night of the l‘2th, and was rejected 
by 14‘2 against 34. — Information from Toulon was received 
yesterday by Mr. Drake, that an embargo has been laid on 
that Port ; the gates were shut, and no person was sufiered to 
go out of the Town. Tliis is an additional inducement for my 
looking into that Port, which being done, I will despatch a 
Frigate to you. 

f Apparently in continuation.] 

Ofr the Ilicres Islaiuls, I8th Miu'cli. 

I wish much to have the honour of seeing you, and the 
iiionicntl hear of your arrival at St. Fiorenzo, I shall go there. 
When you did me the honour to offer me the Zealoirs, you 
was acquainted with my reasons for not accepting her. In 
any situation, if you approve of my conduct, I beg leave to 
assure you, I shall feel pleasure in serving under your com- 
mand ; and in case a promotion of Flags should take place, I 
am confident that your mention of me to Lord Spencer would 
be sufficient to have my Flag ordered to be lioisted in this 
Country. The Zealous, most probably, is disposed of long 
before this : if not, and you approve of me for this command, 
either as Captain or Admiral, I am at your disposal. Mr. 
Drake, in his conversation, on my telling him that I thought 
the Agamemnon would go home, and that probably the 
Zealous was disposed of, said, ^ as I last year represented to 
Admiral Hotham the propriety of ordering you a Distin- 
guishing Pendant, and also did the same to I^rd Grenville, 
the Admiral will perhaps direct you to hoist it on board 
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TAigle, which will make her as good as Agamemnon/ On 
these, Sir, and many other points, I shall take the first oppor- 
tunity of consulting you. The opening of this campaign will 
be warm, and most important : everything will be risked on 
the part of the French, to get itito Italy. Mr. Grey’s motion 
for peace, on the iSth February, was lost by 189 to 50.® 

I am, &c., 

Holt ATI o Nelson.* 


TO Ills EXCELLENCY FKANCIS DRAKE, ESQ. 

[From Clarke and M‘Artliur, vol. i. p. 2G.t.] 

March Srnli, I TOO. 

I do not know when I have been so ill, as during this cruise, 
but I hope a good opening to the campaign will set me quite 
to rights. Whilst I receive from your Excellency, from Mr. 
Trevor, and my Admiral, every approbation of my conduct, I 
should be a wretch not to exert myself. 

I am, &c., 

IIouATio Nelson. 


TO MRS. NELSON. 

[From Clarke and M'Arthur, vol. i. p. 201.] 

[In a previous paragraph, Captain Nelson appears to have .said tliat he would 
send her the following extract from Sir John Jervis' Letter to him : — ] 

tioih March, 1700. 

‘ I have received by the Blanche, your two letters, of the 
1 6th and 19lh instant, together with the several enclosures, 
and copies of your correspondence at Turin, Genoa, and 
Naples ; and I feel the greatest satisfaction in communicating 

® Mr. (now Earl) Grey’s motion wa.s for an Address to the King, stating the desire 
of the Tlonse of Commons that his Majesty would take such steps as lie thought 
proper for communicating directly to the Executive (iovernmeut of the French 
Repuhlic his Majesty’s readiness to meet any disposition to negotiate on the ptirt of 
that Government with an earnest desire to give it the fullest and speediest eftoct, 

* Admirtd Sir .lohii Jervis, in acknowledging the receipt of those letters oil the 
21st of March, said, “ I feel the greatest satisfaction in communicating thi.s public 
testimony of my thorough .approbation of your late and recent coiTespondence and 
conduct .”— Memoir of Earl of St. Vincent j vol. i. p. 1713. 
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this public testimony of my thorough approbation of your late 
conduct, and recent correspondence.’ In his private letter, Sir 
John Jervis added, ^ No words can express the sense I enter- 
tain of every part of your conduct, and I shall be very happy 
to manifest it in the most substantial manner : a Distinguishing 
Pendant you shall certainly wear, and I will write to Lord 
Spencer about you : in short, there is nothing within my 
grasp, that I shall not be proud to confer on you.’ All 
this, my dear Fanny, is certainly flattering and pleasant ; and 
these blossoms may one day bring forth fruit. I have just 
read in the papers, that Admiral Christian has a Red ribbon 
and it has given me pleasure to see, that merit, although unfor- 
tunate, is not always neglected. God bless you, and give us a 
happy meeting, and soon, is the sincere wish of your most affec- 
tionate husband, 

HoiiATio Nelson. 

TO ADMIRAL SIR JOHN JERVIS, K.B. 

[From !^^emoirs of llic Earl of St. Vincent,” by JedeiUah Stephens Tucker, Esq. 
vol. i. p. ITO,] 

II.M.S. Agamemnon, March® 1790. 

Sir, 

The Blanche is returned,^ but with very few stores; not 
canvass enough to mend our sails — lOlbs. of twine, no tar, 
not a spar. We have, literally speaking, no top-gallant yards, 
no steering-sail booms, those we have up, are fished, not an 
ounce of paint, and many other things, the Commissioner'* tells 
me; but I send his letters. We want much, and I must 
beg you will give me your order to purchase stores. I assure 
yoU;, Sir, not an article shall be got but what is absolutely ne- 
cessary. 

I am. Sir, jour very humble Servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 


* Roar Admiral Christian (vide p. 131. ante) was Invested with the Order of the 
Bath on the I7th of February, 1790; he proceeded lo the West Indies soon after, 
and died in November, 1798. 

^ In Mr. .ledediah Tucker’s work, this l.etter is said to have been dated on the 
iiBth of April ; but this is evidently a typogi .iiducal error. Vide p. 140, ante. 

* The Commissioner of the Navy at Gibraltar. 
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TO Ills EXCELLENCY FRANCIS DRAKE, ESQ. 

[From Clfuko aiul M‘Ai‘tliiir, vol. i. p. 2G8.] 

Genoa, Cth April, 1790. 

My dear Sir, 

I was favoured on the 1st of this month, with your letter of 
March 29th, and on Saturday I went to Fiorenzo to talk with 
Sir John Jervis. We may rely on every support and effectual 
assistance from him ; we have only to propose, and, if possible, 
it will be done. I hope the Galleys and Gun-boats will be 
sent in abundance, and I have a plan for forcing them to be 
useful ; which is, to buy two Tartans, lit them as heavy Gun- 
boats, and occasionally man th^m from the Shipping of my 
Squadron. This will enable me to go myself, or send a Captain 
to command the whole, in which case I shall be sure that the 
service will be performed : when the time approaches, we must 
talk more on this subject. The Transport-ships Sir John Jervis 
will find ; but troops from Corsica we must not expect. You 
may, Sir, assure General Beaulieu, that on whatever part of 
the Coast he comes, I shall never quit him. If he is able, and 
willing, and expeditious, I am sure wc shall do much ; but 
whenever that time comes, I shall hope to see you. The 
Admiral has directed me to wear a Broad Pendant,** and this 
was done in the handsomest manner ; — he will come off’ Vado. 

I am, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 

P.S. The DiadenY has just joined, and we only wish for an 
opportunity of acting. Yesterday I received a letter froin 
Naples, in answer to my request of March the 11th ; and I 
have the pleasure to say, that the Galleys and Gun-boats are 
fitting. 

5 On the 20tli of April, Mr. Ilostc, then a Miilshipmau of the Agamemnon, writing 
to his mother from Genoa said — “ Our Squadron at prosent consists of two Sail of 
the Line and four Frigates ; hut it is to be increased in the summer, when we shall 
not v ant for amusement, 1 make no doubt, as our Commodore does not like to be 
idle. J suppose your curiosity is excited by the word Commodore Nelson. It gives 
me infinite plcnsure to be able to relieve it, by informing you that our good Captain 
lias had tliis additional mark of distinction conferred on lum, whicli I dare say you 
will agree with me, tliut his ijierit richly deserves, llis Broad Pendant is now flying; 
therefore I must heg my dear father to draw an additional cork in honour of our 
gallant countrjTnan.”*— J/emoirs of Cajptaui Sir William HoatCy vol. i. p. 

® Captain Cltarles Tyler. 
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TO ADMIRAL SIR JOHN JERVIS, K.B. 

[From Clarke and M‘Artlmr, vol. i. p. ;2()0.] 

Off Cenon, /th April, 17{)0. 

Lieutenant Pierson of the G9th Regiment informs me, that 
lie expects to be ordered on board the Britannia, there being 
but one subaltern there, and that Major Saunderson^ is to be 
embarked on board the Agamemnon, to which it would seem 
I could have no manner of objection. But I think, from a 
very particular circumstance, that Mr. Pierson will not be re- 
moved from me, and I hope Sir Hyde Parker” will agree with 
me ill the propriety of his staying here, abstracted from my 
regard for him, as he was brought forward in the 69th Regi- 
ment, under the auspices of Colonel Villcttcs and myself, hav- 
ing come to us at the Siege of Bastia, as a volunteer from the 
Neapolitan service, and never having served with any one but 
ourselves. Yet this I should lay no stress upon, were I not 
so particularly situated. We are likely, I hope, to have a 
numerous Neapolitan Flotilla, which of course will be under 
my command : this Officer was my Aide-de-Camp to them 
last year, as well as to the Austrian Generals : I will only 
suppose, in an attack on the Enemy’s flank, that I. want to 
send particular directions; I know of no person so qualified 
as Lieutenant Pierson, to prevent mistakes and confusion in 
my orders, both from his acquaintance with the Neapolitan 
service, and his knowledge of the Italian language, 

I am, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO ADMIRAL SIR JOHN JERVIS, K.R. 


[Original, in the Admiralty.] 


Sir, 


Aganii-mnon, Onlf of Cenoa, April 8tli, 170(1. 


I am honoured with your letter of the 4th Instant, transmit- 
ting one from Mr. Nepean to you, and directing you to cause 


’’ Major Alftxander Saiinderson of the COlli Rogiment : lie was made a Lieutenant- 
Colonel in 17 07 : but either retired from the \rmy or died before 1803. 

® Vice-Admiral Sir Hyde Parker, the second iircommand. 
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inquiry to be made into certain circumstances stated by the 
Marquis of Spinola, the Genoese Minister at the Court of 
London, as insulting, and a breach of Neutrality, to the Re- 
public of Genoa, and which you have directed me to give my 
answer to, as all the circumstances alluded to are supposed to 
have been committed by the Squadron under my orders. 

I shall endeavour, Sir, to be as brief as possible consistent 
with clearness in my answer to every circumstance stated by 
the Genoese Minister. 

As to the political situation of Genoa, the reason why 
Foreign Armies took possession of certain parts of the Republic, 
does not come within the supposed sphere of my knowledge ; 
therefore I shall proceed to the accusation against his Ma- 
jesty’s Ships, reserving myself to draw a conclusion very dif- 
ferent from the Marquis. 

The first complaint is, the distress of the western Coast of 
the Republic from want of provisions : to this I answer, that 
the Genoese Government having proposed a plan for the sup- 
plying their Towns with provisions, the same was arranged 
with his Majesty’s Minister at Genoa, and acceded to by the 
Austrian General and myself, although those Towns were in 
possession of the French troops ; and the Marquis does not 
even pretend to state, that any Vessels furnished with the 
documents arranged with his Government, were molested or 
detained on their voyage. 

The next hostile act stated to have been committed, was on 
the 26th of August 1795, at Alassio, when the place was 
threatened with demolition and conflagration, a Genojpe 
vessel burnt, and another seized, together with some of the 
same Flag, under cannon-shot of the castle, having Genoese 
colours flying. 

To this I beg leave to reply by facts. The French Army 
occupied the Town, to the number of 2000 horse and foot, 
liaving cannon mounted on different parts of it : a Convoy of 
warlike stores arriving at this place for tlie French Army, I 
anchored in the Bay of Alassio and Langueglia, and to«jk a 
French Corvette, four other Vessels of war, and five dir six 
French vessels, laden with powder, shot, shells, and provi- 
sions. It is true, that Genoese colours were flying on a castle 
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in the Town ; but the French colours were laid over the wall, 
and the French troops, with their colours flying, w^ere drawn up 
in the Castle, in front of the Castle, and in front of the Town, 
on the beach, and fired from the beach on our Boats employed 
in cutting out the Vessels ; and my forbearance will be consi- 
dered as great, when I assert, that fifteen musket-balls passed 
through my Barge, 3 ^et I would not suffer the Town to be fired 
upon. A Vessel, whose cable was cut, and ran on shore, was 
burned, in opposition to all the French troops : and I here 
affirm, on the honour of an Officer, that no Genoese or other 
Neutral vessel was kept possession of ; and indeed it is acknow- 
ledged by my conduct to the Adriot vessels, that Neutrals had 
only to declare their Neutrality, to claim respect from me. As 
to the threats of demolition and conflagration to the Town, I 
have to say, that I neither received, nor sent any message, nor 
had any communication with the Town whatever ; therefore 
this must be wilful misrepresentation. 

To the circumstance of August 27th, 1795, where it is 
stated, that the English pursued another Vessel, and chased 
her into a little Bay, and cannonaded her upon the Territory of 
the Republic, I must here observe, that although the Genoese 
may claim, and have undoubted right to, the possession of 
their Territory, yet the French having taken possession of 
every foot of ground from Ventimiglia to Voltri, erected bat- 
teries at whatever places they thought proper, ordered requi- 
sitions of provisions, mules, and drivers; firing on the Ships 
of their Enemies, although they may be friends of the Ge- 
noese. Are not these acts, which the Marquis must acknow- 
ledge to be every day committed, proof sufficient that the 
French, and not the Genoese, are Masters of tlie Country ? 
Nor can the French allowing Genoese flags to be hoisted on 
some of the fortifications, alter the case : the Vessel alluded to 
was a French Gun-boat, which had fired on his Majesty’s Ship, 
and received the chastisement she so highly merited; but this 
happenetl on a beach where not a house belonging to the 
Genoese could be injured. 

Tlie next accusation is, that, on tlie 6th of September, an 
English Ship of the Line, &c., having captured a Brig off St. 
Remo put an English crew on board, and sent her in, threat- 
ening to burn seven Adriot and Genoese vessels, and another, 

VOL. II. L 
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wliicli was a Frenchman, in the very Port of St. Remo. I 
liave only to say, that not having captured a Brig off the Port 
of St. Remo, I could not send in any message by her : and I 
also declare, that I never sent any message into St. Remo. 
Had I acted as they say, my line of conduct must have taken 
a sudden change ; for only on the 26th of August, eleven 
days before, it is asserted what respect I paid to Adriot vessels, 
then in my power. It is true, I chased ten Sail into St, Remo ; 
but there it ended. 

On the 9th of September it is stated, that an English Ship 
of the Line, &c. anchored on the Coast off Della Riva, and 
took two Genoese Tartans, and that, when a signal was made 
from the shore, no other answer was returned, than showing 
their guns ; and that on the same day, the same Boats seized 
another Vessel at anchor off St. Stephano. It is true I an- 
chored on the Coast, as stated ; but as to my taking two Ves- 
sels, it is an untruth. Our Boats examined two Tartans, and 
finding them actually Genoese, left them : a French boat was 
taken on the coast of St. Stephano, the crew having fired on 
our boats. As to the signals made from the shore, or the 
Agamemnon showing her guns, the first I could not under- 
stand ; and respecting the last, I never heard of a Man of 
War’s guns being hid. 

As the Marquis of Spinola appears to have been well fur- 
nished with accounts of our proceedings, I wonder he did not 
relate a fact, which it is natural to suppose came to his know- 
ledge, as a representation of it was made by Mr. Drake to the 
Genoese Government — viz., that the Boats of the Agamemnon, 
with English coloui's flying, going to examine three Vessels, 
on their coming alongside the Vessels, were fired upon, and 
seventeen of his Majesty’s Subjects killed and wounded.'* A 
representation was made at Genoa of this barbarous act, but I 
believe the Vessels could not be found out. The similar cir- 
cumstance, acknowledged by the Marquis on the 18th, is a 
]:)roof of the barbarity of these Adriot Vessels, when they had 
the superiority. It is said, that two English Long-boats would 
have captured two Adriot Vessels proceeding for Genoa, had 
they not been f>revented by the fire of the Ottomans. That 


® Vide, ante. 



/ET. 37.] 


LETTERS. 


147 


tlic English Ships will, if possible, examine every Vessel they 
meet with, is certain, and in this they do their duty. The 
pieces of iron fired on shore, most probably came from the 
Ottomans; as it is well known, that English Ships of war are 
furnished with no such ammunition as langrage. How can 
the Marquis think that we can know what Vessels are, or their 
lading, and to what place they are bound, without examina- 
tion ? I shall only say, that no Vessel belonging to any Na- 
tion whatever was taken or detained (except for the act of 
examining her papers) during the time of my command, 
which includes the whole period stated by the Marquis, that 
was laden with provisions for the City of Genoa. It is next 
staled, that two Frigates continually remained at anchor, in 
sitrht of the mouth of the Port of Genoa. I shall only assert, 
that this is a most notorious misrepresentation and falsehood ; 
and I do further declare, that if at any time a Frigate anchored 
in Genoa road, her Boats never boarded any Vessel whilst in 
liiat situation. 

Having answered every part of the accusation made by the 
Genoese Minister, I beg leave to say a few words on his con- 
clusion, which is certainly a most extraordinary one. To 
])rctcnd to assert, that although our Enemies take possession 
of, and continue in the Republic of Genoa, we are not, by 
every means in our power, to attack them both at sea and on 
shore, will [not] bear reasoning upon ; but I can wdth truth 
assert, that in the act of distressing our Enemies in the Re- 
public oft Genoa, the greatest forbearance, and even acts of 
kindness, have been constantly shown to individual (renoese. 

The Republic of Genoa has now had six months unmolested 
Fraternization with the French Army ; and I am assured, that 
the inhabitants of the Republic had rather again encounter 
our fancied breaches of Ne\itrality, and violation of Territory, 
than the Fraternal embraces of the French troops, which have 
been given to their women, their churches, and their olive 
trees. 

I am, &c. 

Houatio Nelson, 
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TO ADMIRAL SIR JOHN JERVIS, K.B. 

[From Clarke and M‘Artliur, vol. i. p. 208.] 

Genoa, April 9tli, 1700. 

On my arrival off here, yesterday morning, I was so strongly 
pressed by the Sardinian and Imperial Ministers to come into 
the Port, in order that they might have some conversation 
with me, that, although rather against my inclination of an- 
choring, I could not refuse; and I am just going on shore to 
meet them. There has been some little skirmishing between 
the advanced Piquets of the two Armies in the vicinity of 
Voltri; but it is generally thought the French will retire to 
Savona, Vado, &c. Ceva and Ormea are to be the two places 
attacked by them; but I hope General Beaulieu on his pass- 
ing the heights of Vado, may find an opportunity of taking 
them, and give us the anchorage of Vado Bay. We are on 
the best terms with the Genoese ; and as far as a private com- 
munication to the Secretary of State, through Mr. Brame,^ 
they are certain of our good disposition towards them, and of 
our sincere wishes to see the liepublic really enjoying her 
Neutrality. At the same time, I desired Mr. Brame to signify 
that Vessels to whatever Nation they belonged, bound to 
F ranee with provisions or stores, would be seized ; that I 
wished this to be understood ; and that the seizures of Vessels 
belonging to Genoese subjects, in the situation alluded to, 
ought not to be considered as hostile to the Genoese flag, 
for all other Nations were precisely in the same situation. To 
this the Secretary replied, in his private character, tha^ if 
Mercliants would run the risk, it rested with them; and that 
he did not think the Government had any concern in it; that 
he should acquaint the Doge of the conversation, and was 
very happy to see me here with a Broad Pendant, which was 
saluted. 'J"he Secretary was full of pr.-iises of the late Austrian 
Army : not a sixpence of debt had been left behind, nor an 
individual injured by their stay in the Riviera; contrasting it 
with the conduct of the French. Salicetti is gone from 
Genoa. 

I am just returned on board; and enclosed send you acop\ 


^ The Consul at Genoa. 
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of iny Note, which is gone off by express to General Beaulieu, 
I'he Ministers of the Emperor, and King of Sardinia, were 
pleased with it ; and I hope it will meet with your approba- 
tion also. I have found from experience, that we cannot be 
too clear with these gentlemen ; and I am determined to leave 
no room for them to say, ‘ We thought you could do this 
thing, or the other.’ These Ministers tell me, that a general 
attack may be expected, on the same day, from Voltri to 
Finale. Your appearance off the Coast would most certainly 
have a good effect. The line of Austrians and Piedmontese 
is full 40,000 ; the French, I am assured, not more : they yes- 
terday got cannon on the strong post of St. Giacomo, and will 
defend Vado, but I hear they tremble. 

1 am, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO GENERAL BEATLIEU, COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF OF THE 
AUSTRIAN ARMY. 

[From Clsirkc nml M‘Artliur, vol. i. p. *^0',). j 

[About April Otli, liDG.j 

Docs General Beaulieu wish the English Squadron should 

cruise off any particular point of the Coast, whence it may be 

satisfactory for the General to see it from the mountains, and 

of course be discoura^irinic to the French ? — It would be 
o o 

attended with this risk, that calms, or contrary winds, might 
put the Squadron at a distance, at the time General Beaulieu 
may arrive on the Coast : would the General, therefore, rather 
have iis remain at Genoa, with a moral certainty of joining him 
in ten or twelve hours, after the news of his arrival on the 
Coast is sent to me. 

Next consideration ; If General Beaulieu sends me notice, 
at what particular time and place it is probable he may attack 
the French, in that case it is almost certain I could be very 
near at hand, and act as opportuiiity might offer : for instance, 
suppose the attack is on the lieights over Savona, the 
Squadron, if the weather be moderate, could anchor about five 
or six miles from Savona, instead of waiting at Genoa. These 
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considerations are submitted to General Beaulieu, who has 
only to express iiis wishes to have them, as far as is possible, 
complied with. 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO Ills EXCELLENCY FRANCIS DRAKE, ESQ. 

[From Clarke ami IVLAi’lbur, vol. i. p. 

1 1 til April, nilO. 

It lias been well, but might have been better ; for if I had 
been fully acquainted with the movements of the Army, I am 
sure not many of the French would have returned to Savona : 
our Ships command every foot of the road. I beg you will 
endeavour to impress on those about the Genenil, the necessity 
of punctuality in a joint operation, for its success to be com- 
plete. I received yesterday afternoon, at five o’clock, a Note 
from the Baron de Malcamp, to tell me, tliat the General had 
resolved to attack the French at daylight this morning, and on 
the right of ^"oltri : yet by the Austrians getting too forward 
in the afternoon, a slight Action took place, and during the 
night the French retreated. My movements I kept secret; 
and, after the shutting of the gate, weighed the Squadron from 
Genoa, and at half-past nine 1 anchored within half gun-shot 
of the Austrian Army, sending Diadem and Blanche to anchor 
between Voltri and Savona : but the French were aware of 
their perilous situation, and jiassed our Ships in the night. I 
do not mean this as any complaint, but to show the necessity 
of punctuality ; for had the Austrians kept back, very few of 
the French could have escaped. I have a Ship off’ Voltri ; the 
rest of my little Squadron are oiT Vado. As the difficulty will 
now be increased for the French to get supplies, the Genoese 
will of course employ deception, and clear all Vessels as for 
their own pcoplp in the Riviera, although possibly for the use 
of the French Army. How, Sir, shall we manage ? Will you 
turn this in your mind ? 

I am, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 
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TO ADMIRAL SIR JOHN JERVIS, K.R. 


[From Clnrke and M‘Artliur, vol. i. p. 270.] 


Sir, 


lOth April, 1700. 


As it is impossible to be too particular in all my communi- 
cations with the Austrian General, I think it right to note 
clown the conversation which I held last evening, in the pre- 
sence of Mr. Brame, with the Baron de Malcamp, nephew 
and Aide-de-Camp to General Beaulieu, whom the General 
had desired to communicate with me. 

The Baron began by returning thanks from his General, 
for our well-timed co-operation, and for the assurances I had 
given of every support and assistance ; that the General wished 
to know, what was the particular object of my Squadron, and 
in what manner his operations could be serviceable to me. 
To this I rejilicd, that the co-operation was my duty, and 
which 1 had the greatest pleasure in performing ; and I begged 
he Vvoiild assure the General, that my Squadron had no object 
whatever in view but the co-operation with his Army. When- 
ever lie came down on the Sea-coast, there he would be sure 
to find me. 

The Baron then asked, if I could anchor in any other place 
than \^ado Bay ? I replied, that for these five months to 
come, for nineteen days out of twenty, whenever the General 
was on the Coast, there I should always be, at either Finale, 
Albenga, Alassio, Oneglia, St. Remo, and the whole Coast 
of Nice; and I woulcl anchor the Squadron opposite his 
Army : that Vado was the only place where our Fleet could 
lie in safety ; but as for my Squadron, all places would suit it. 
1 therefore begged it might be perfectly and clearly under- 
stood, that if the Cjeneral thought it better to cut down to the 
Sea-coast, to the westward of Vado, he w^ould do so, for Vado 
wiis not necessary for my Squadron ; that I had understood 
St. Giacomo was strongly fortified ; and if six or seven thou- 
sand men were to be lost in jiettine: it, merely for the imme- 
iliate possession of Vado Bay, it was no object to us, if the 
General chose to leave them tc the eastward. This point I 
pressed on the Baron three diirerent times, and he said he 
perfectly understood me ; that he should go to the General, as 
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this day, the IMth, and tlic General would send me a tableau 
of his plan of operations. The General also desired him to 
assure me, on his part, that the most perfect harmony would 
be kept up with me ; and that from my character, as well as 
from my exactness on the 11th, he wjts assured all would go 
well for the Common Cause; and this would have the happiest 
effect, as our Enemies would be convinced of the most perfect 
harmony subsisting between the Allies. 

I assured the Baron he might depend on my openness of 
conduct, and that what I had promised, should, if possible, be 
performed : nor had I promised anything but what I had a 
moral certainty of being able to perform; and I desired he 
would assure his General, I was authorized by Sir John Jervis 
to promise the most sincere and cordial co-operation, for that 
nothing should be omitted on his part, to convince the General 
and our Allies, as well as our Enemies, and the Neutral 
Powers, how much the Admiral had the good of the Common 
Cause at heart ; and further, that as soon as Sir John Jervis 
knew of the General’s being on the Coast, he would come 
there. I also desired the Baron to acquaint the General, that 
I would undertake to furnish proper Convoys, for their provi- 
sions being carried coastways from Genoa, Voltri, &c. Upon 
which he asked me, two or three times, if there were not a risk 
that my Squadron might be lost on the Coast: to this I con- 
stantly replied, That should these Ships be lost, my Admiral 
would find others, and we should risk the Squadron at all times 
to assist the General ; and I requested ho would give me credit 
for my sincere disposition to contribute all in my power towards 
the success of the common cause. I am, &c., 

lIouATio Nklson. 


TO ADMIRAL Sill JOHN JLRVIS, K.B. 


[From Clarke and vol. i. p. vi7 1.] 

loth April, J7 00. 

Sir, 

I anchored here, in Genoa Road, this morning, and shall 
immediately proceed to the information which I have received 
from the Imperial and Sardinian Ministers, both of whom 1 
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iniiiiediately wailed upon. General Beaulieu’s letter to the 
Minister was dated Acqui, the 14th, in which he says, 

‘ Yesterday, Generals Argenteau and Leichtcin attacked a 
post of the Enemy at Montenotte ; they did not succeed, and 
returned to their first position.’ I beg, Sir, you will not be- 
lieve the reports of the ill-disposed at Genoa, though I cannot 
say I like this account; but you will form the same conjectures 
as myself : no loss is mentioned, and the word Jirst conveys to 
my mind a great deal. Argenteaii has ever failed; they fell, 
report says, into an ambuscade. The Minister at Turin writes 
thus to Mr. Nomis, Sardinian Minister here : ‘ Tlie snow 
still lies so much on the mountains near Ceva, that neither 
party can take possession of those posts they wish. The 
Enemy made an attack on one of our posts, but were repulsed 
with some loss.’ Mr. Nomis expects an express from Ales- 
sandria, with an account of the attack at Montenotte, and I 
shall know the contents as soon as they arrive. Salicetti sent 
from Savona, two days past, for thirty thousand pair of shoes: 
the Consul sent off this intelligence to Captain Towry,‘’ who 
had his boats out all night, but without success : eight thousand 
])a*ir are gone to Savona. 

I send you Mr. Trevor’s original letters. Anxious as I am 
to do everything, we cannot equip Vessels quite so fast as his 
Excellency wishes. The Sardinian sailors manning two or 
three, would be of great use. England, I know, must pay for 
them, and probably victual them. This measure must have a 
little further thought. Heavy gun-boats will not do as cruisers, 
and, on the contrary, we must have a place to keep them in; 
but I shall sec you very soon, when I shall enlarge upon this 
subject; and, I am afraid, time enough will remain to equip 
our vessels, if not, so much the better. The firing I saw last 
night on the hills, between Voltri and Savona, was, I hope, an 
advance of the General. 

Seven o’clock, p.m. — W e have no particulars, but it is said 
the French have been beat from some of the hills above Savona, 
and many wounded have been carried thither. 

I am, &c., 

Horatio Nelson. 


* Mr. Bramc. 


® Of the Dulo. 
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TO CAPTAIN COLLINGWOOD. 

[Anlogi’apli, in the possession of tlie lion. Mrs. Newnham Collingwood. Captain 
Colli ngwooil hod shortly before joined the McdileiTuncuii Fleet in coinmiiud of the 
Excellent, 74 guns.] 

My dear Coll., Genoa, April IGih, 1700. 

I have desired a basket of vegetables for you and Pakenham.^ 
If you will send me a list of what you want by Petercl,® if wc 
join again, I will bring them. 

As to news — what shall I tell you? The Austrians and the 
French have been fighting at different places for these last two 
days. Thousands have fell on each side, but no advantage 
gained. They suffered the French to escape at Voltri, by not 
adhering to their plan or time of attack, which they sent me. 
Four thousand men escaped, which, on the 10th, beat back 
the Austrians, at Montenotte. However, although, in my 
opinion, they did not do [as] much as they ought on the 11th, 
yet the matter was so managed, that, with my usual good 
fortune, 1 have received praises from the General, wlio has 
wrote very haiulsomcly to the King of Sardinia and the 
Emperor, about me. 

From England, Royal Sovereign put back much damaged ; 
a Transport run on board her.'* The Fleet gone on, under 
Captain Drury. ^ The Abolition of the Slave Trade, lost by 
four.'*' Our Fleet seen nothing of the Dutch. ^ 

’ CrtplJiiii .loliii Fakciiliaiii, of ilic Gibraltar, of guns. 

Conirnandcd by tlio present Atbniral Sir Cliarles Ogle, Burt. 

^ On tlie ‘2MtIi of J'ebniarv, I '< !)(i, Vice-Admiral the Honourable William Corn- 
wallis sai1c<l from Portsmoutli, in the Rovnl Sovereign, and a Stniiulrou of tlirce 
Sail of tlie liiiie and two Frigates, with a Convoy of ’j'ransports and Merelumimeii, 
for iIjo West Indies; l)ut on ibe lllb of March, the Vice Admiral roturiied to Si)it 
bead ill the Boyal Sovereign, very mueh disabled, slit« Jiaxing run foul of the Beli- 
?5arjus Transport, in a gale of wind. 'J’be 'l’raiisp(jrt bad on bofu’d upwards of .‘JOO 
persons, IMO of wbom got on board ibe Royal Sovereign, but many fell between the 
Sliijts in ilieir attempt to jump on board, and were crushed to dcalb. ,U was for 
soiu;j finie believed that tlic rest hud perished with the Transport, but with much 
difficulty she reached Corunna, in a crippled condition. 

* Captain I'bomtis Drury, in the Alfred, 74. 

* Mr. VViilie! iMiee attempted to enforce the resolution of the House of Commons, 
that it was expedient to abolislt the Slave Trade, by moving that the abolition sbotild 
take place on tlie I n. of .January, 1700; but the motion was negalivetl by a majority 
of four. It appears that Nelson, who bod served long in the West Indies, did nol 
approve of the measure. 

^ A Treaty of Alliance, offensive and defensive, between France and Holland, was 
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Leda/ I fear it is too true she is gone! With compliments 
to Pakenham, 

Ever yours, most faithfully, 

Horatio Nelson. 

Send back the basket by Peterel. 

TO ADMIRAL SIR JOHN JERVIS, K.B. 

[Erom Cltirlvc and McArthur, vol, i. p. 
gjj, (Jcnoa Molo, isih April, llOd. 

Captain Cockburn will convey to you all the news, certainly 
none of it is pleasing ; and I own I regret more the good for- 
tune of the Enemy in getting their Convoy into Vado, than all 
which has happened on shore. By the time 1 sail, 1 will make 
myself master of the exact force of the Enemy that has escaped 
us ; report says, two Frigates and sixteen Transports. They 
may be alarmed for a night or two, and it may go olF: if you 
therefore think. Sir, that the attempt to take the Frigates and 
Transports is proper by Boats, 1 beg leave to offer myself for 
that distinguished Command. The Barges and Pinnaces will 
be more than thirty. I think it may be done ; at least, if 
you aj)prove of the measure, nothing shall be wanting on my 
part for its complete success. IMy idea is, for ten Barges to 
attack each Frigate, one Boat to be especially appointed with 
a most confidential Officer, to cut the cable of each Frigate ; if 
the wind is off the land, in ten minutes they must drive out of 
soundings, and ten Boats \vould be left for the attack of the 
Transports. I should wish you. Sir, to consider the matter, 
andJ am then certain, what is proper will be done. To-mor- 
row evening, at dark, 1 shall sail from hence, and will be with 
you on Wednesday morning. I grieve when the French 
have any good fortune by sea. 

I am, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 

conoliuloJattbc Hague on tbe lOtli Mti\, I' Or); ami ii Prorlaniation was soou after 
issiiLMl, ordering all Uutcli vessels in the Pc s of Great Brituin to he stopped. The 
Dutch Fleet was defeated by Admiral Duneaa off Camperdown, in October, 1797. 

* The Lcda, of tlO guns, Captain John WooiUcy, foundered near Madeira, on tbe 
Illb of February, 1790, with nearly tvll bCi crew. 
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TO JUS ROYAL JIIOHNESS THE OUlvE OF CLAREiVCl!:. 


[From Clarke and M‘Arllnn*, vol. i. p. ‘273.] 


Sir, 


Agamemnon, off Genoa, 18lh April, 17!H}. 


I wish it had been in my power to send your Royal High- 
ness a, good account of the opening of the campaign ; but as 
the news, good or bad, must be known, I think it is proper 
for me to give you an exact relation of what has passed. 

I shall first call to your recollection a letter of mine, during 
the winter,® wherein 1 told you, that I was informed from the 
French themselves, they would open the Campaign with 
80,000 men; and, by the first of May, would lay Siege to 
Turin, or Milan. I shall now give your Royal Highness a 
brief account of this campaign, as far as report goes; for we 
have no official information from the General. 

On Monday, 11th April, the Austrians took posse.ssion of 
Voltri, with 10,000 men; nearly 800 of the Enemy were 
killed, wounded, or made prisoners. About 4000 men effected 
their retreat, from the attack having commenced twelve hours 
before the time fixed by General Beaulieu, and previous to 
the Generars arrival; or I am satisfied not a Frenchman could 
have escaped ; and, by what has followed, the disasters com- 
menced from the retreat of those troops. Our Ships so en- 
tirely commanded the road, that had the General’s concerted 
time and plan been attended to, I again assert, none of the 
Enemy could have escaped. These troops retired during 
the day and night of the 11th, to Montenotte, about eight or 
nine miles on the back of Savona, where the Enemy had about 
2000 men posted. At daybreak General Argenteau attacked 
this post with about 4000 men, not knowing of the reinforce- 
ment. lie was repulsed, and pursued with great loss; 900 
Piedmontese troops, .500 Austrians, field-pieces, &c. fell into 
the Enemy’s hands. The killed we know not, but it was 
hard fought. On the 18th and 14th, the French foiled the 
gorges of MillesimO;, and the village of Dego, which were well 
defended ; but they were carried by superior numbers. On 
the morning of the 15th, the Austrian troops, under Colonel 
Waskanovick, posted at Sassello,on the right flank, and rather 


® Vide, ante. 
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in the rear of the Enemy, or as we shoulil say, on the star- 
board quarter, attacked the Enemy at Speigno, and totally 
routed them ; and not only retook the twenty pieces of can- 
non which the Austrians had lost, but also all belonging to 
the Enemy; when unfortunately the Colonel, pursuing his 
advantage too far, fell in with the main body of the French, 
who, after an obstinate resistance of four hours, totally de- 
feated him. To add to this misfortune, General Beaulieu 
had sent five battalions from Acqui to support this brave 
Colonel Waskanovick ; but, alas, they arrived too late, and 
added to the triumpli of the Enemy. 

By the best accounts I can learn, the Austrians have not 
lost less than 10,000 men killed, wounded, and prisoners. 
The F rench loss has also been great, but they can better spare 
the men than the Austrians. General Beaulieu has now with- 
drawn all his Troops from the mountains, and is encamped at 
a place called Boseo, on a plain between Novi and Alessan- 
dria. I am yet in hopes, if the French attack him on the 
plain, he may still got on by giving them a total defeat. The 
Austrians seem to have been ruined by loss of posts; but I 
dare say it was necessary to possess them ; and they were lost 
owing to the superior numbers of the Enemy. A column of 
‘20,000 French is on the side of Ceva, one of the passes into 
the plain of Piedmont; if they carry this post, the road to 
Turin is open. 

Genoa, two o’clock. The mails are just arrived from 
Milan, and I rejoice that affairs are not so bad as w\'is re- 
ported. General Argentcau is arrested, and sent prisoner to 
Pavia, on strong suspicion of treason. Reports say, the 
French arc repulsed at Ceva with great loss ; but the I’urin 
})ost is not yet arrived. Believe me ever your lb)yal Higli- 
ness’s most faithful servant, 

Horatio Nklson. 

TO ms EXCELIJOiVCV FRANCIS ORAKK, ESQ. 

[Antograpli, in llie jmsstv -Mm of Mrs. Duvifs. j 

Again, muon, Genoa Uoail, April lOtli, ‘JO. 

My dear Sir, 

I grieve at the account I hear, which indeed is all from the 
French, for the Imperial Minister has not received a line from 
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the General, or other person, of what is passing. To increase 
the measure of sorrow, a number of Vessels under convoy of 
some Gun-boats, got into Savona Mole and Vado Bay, on 
Sunday Evening. I was on board the Victory and saw them 
myself; Polaccas, Brigs, and Galleys, — the Imperial Minister 
and Mr. Noni I believe, fancy that because our Fleet saw 
them it was very possible for us to stop them; they know 
nothing of what a Fleet can do, therefore, in some mea- 
sure, they are excusable. These Vessels came down very close 
to the shore, and from to windward, the wind at W.N.W. It 
is perhaps necessary to repel the argument of these Gentle- 
men : to suppose that our large Ships can approach the Coast 
so as to stop these supplies, is ridiculous. You know the im- 
]>ossibility of it, therefore I shall not enlarge on that head. 
Our Fleet is sent into these seas to oppose the French at sea ; 
and, at the present lime, should the Admiral to stop a Tartan 
or two, or a hundred, lose two or three Sail of the Line, or get 
them dismasted, the Enemy would be as n)uch masters of the 
sea as it appears they arc of the land, and Italy would be 
lost without a blow. This argument, I am sure, you will 
make a much better use of than I can : but they arc always 
ready to blame England. Believe me, dear Sir, 

Your most Hiithful servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 

[Enclosure.] 

Disposition of the Frigates between Toulon and Cape Dell 
Melle. 

Boston and Tartar. — OIF Toulon, which chased this Convoy 
into Iliercs Bay. 

Flora. — OfF Cape Taillat, chased this Convoy into Frcgiis, 
and afterwards into Nice. 

Lively. — Between Nice and Dell Melle the Convoy put into 
Monaco. 

I send you this to shew that every means in the Admiral’s 
power have been taken to prevent the passage of Vessels, and 
the Ships liave not been able to take one, of two or three 
hundred of different sizes which must have passed them. 
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TO IITS EXCELLENCY FRANCIS DRAKE, ESQ. 

[Antogrnpli, in the possession of iVirs. Davies.] 

Aganienmoii, o/TVado Day, April ITOrt. 

My dear Sir, 

After the disastrous events which have taken place within 
ihcse ten days past, the Admiral and myself are very anxious 
to liear the extent of the misfortune from you and Mr. Trevor, 
We liave none but Frencli accounts, which we hope are exag- 
gerated, but from the Imperial Minister I know nothing ; I 
am now on my way to Genoa, hoping to receive letters by to- 
morrow’s post. I cannot learn even the number of the Aus^ 
trian Army^' nor of their loss. A great firing was heard from 
the Fleet, Sunday or Monday, which must have been towards 
C'iwa. From what I liear at Genoa, I suppose there is nothing 
to stop the Eneihy from getting to Turin. Had not the 
General troops [enonyli] 1 if not, it is lamentable. Sir John 
Jervis wails until lie can hear something, and form an opinion; 
we are in total ignorance. The French reinforce seamen at 
Toulon^ to which Sir John Jervis will proceed. He was in 
liopes tlie presence of the Fleet might liave been of service, but 
if lliat has not been the case, he is better away, for then no 
blame or improper language can be attached to him. I have 
wrote you, last post, on the subject, and you will recollect 
that Admiral Goodall, from judgment, and myself from expe- 
rience, have uniformly held out that it was not in the power 
of our large Ships to stop this coasting busiiic.ss. We must 
have a point of laud to act from ; give us that, and if supplies 
get to the Enemy, except in llow-boats, then wc are to blame. 
1 was placed in the Ciulf to meet the General on the Sea 
(k)ast, and my Squadron would have been risked to have sup- 
ported him ; but as he has not been able to get to the Coast, 
do not let us be blamed. You will recollect, if Vado could 
not be got, that we both agreed the other place ought. 
If the French Fleet get in there by any accident, or their 
troops pos.sess themselves of it, I look upon Italy as lost. 
Fray, write me particulars as to numbers, loss, &c., and what 
is likely to be done. Do the Austrians mean to stop ? I 


® The words in italics »vcrc in cii)her. 
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have great hopes yet from General Beaulieu. Will these 
Neapolitan troops be of no service ? Has the General wrote 
about landing them at any particular place? Were the English 
troops and supplies wished to be prevented from getting to the 
French Army, they might perhaps be landed near St. Remo, 
where at this season we could always embark them if a supe- 
rior force came against them. This would cut off all supplies 
by land as well as by sea, and if they drew many men from in- 
land to attack them, then Beaulieu might be able to get on. 
This is pretty much your plan, which might be executed if we 
had the proper troops and a good General to command them. 
I am sure you will say and act everything which is proper. I 
am anxious in the extreme to hear from you. I wish w^e had 
all these French at Sea; there, as yet, w^e have never failed. 
Believe me ever with the greatest truth. 

Yours most faithfully, 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO THE nONOt'RABLK JOHN TREVOR, :\IINLSTER AT TITUX. 

'‘From CJnrlce nii«l Af'Arttnir, vol. i. j). ^^7(5, wlio state that in tliis letter Captain 
Nelson ni^-iitioiieil his sorrow ami astoiiislnimut at. what had Ijupponed, and tin* ini’ 
possihility of tlic Kneiiiy’s convoy being’ stopped hy Jiine-of-llattle Ships, and then 
said — ] 

April vJ’ind, ntJI). 

Therefore, Sir, the getting in with them was impossible, 
before they would have anchored under sucli batteries as must 
have crippled our Fleet ; and had such an event happened, 
in the present state of the Enemy’s navy, Tuscany, Kaples, 
Rome, Sicily, &c, would have fallen as fast as their Ships 
would have sailed along the Coast: oiir Fleet is the only |)ro- 
tector at present of those Countries. Sir John Jervis has 
cruised close up to the shore in this Gulf, where I will venture 
to say no Fleet ever cruised before, with the hope of drawing 
some of the French troops from the inland countries ; and 1 
believe it has had its eftect, or the Austrians would liave been 
worse off than at present. 

I am, &c. 


Horatio Nelson. 
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TO MRS. NELSON. 

[From Clarke and M‘Artliur, vol. i. p. ‘2'50.] 

Gulf of Genoa, Q.l.th April, 17(K». 

You will be informed, from my late letters, that Sir John 
Jervis has such an opinion of my conduct, that he is using 
every influence, both public and private, with Lord Spencer, 
for my continuance on this station ; and I am certain you must 
feel the superior pleasure of knowing, that my integrity and 
plainness of conduct arc the cause of my being kept from you, 
to the receiving me as a person wliom no Commander-iii-Chief 
would wish to keep under his Flag. Sir John was a perfect 
stranger to me, therefore I feel the more flattered ; and when 
r reflect tliat 1 Iiave had the unbounded confidence of three 
Commanders-in-Chief, I cannot but feel a conscious pride, 
aiul that I possess abilities. Rest assured, my dearest Fanny, 
of my unabated and steady aflection, which, if possible, is in- 
creasing by that propriety of conduct which you pursue. 
Whilst the war lasts, I must serve somewhere, and for health, 
and nearness to England, I know of none to c(|ual this. In 
(;ase Admiral Linzee returns, Sir John Jervis informed me, 
that I am to hoist a Broad Pendant, with a Captain under me, 
and to command a Division of the Fleet, though he can ill 
spare us from our present important service. 

Yours, &c.. 

Ho RATIO N ELSO 

TO ADINIIllAL SIR JOHN JERVIS, K.B. 

1 1 rom ' 3 , Copy in llio Admiralty, and the “ liOiulon Gazette,*' of -.^Sth Jane, 

Off Loano, “^^ih Ajail, 

lliis morning, having received information that a Convoy, 
laden with stores for the French Army, had anchored at 
Loano, I lost no lime in proceeding ofl' that place with the 
^^hips named in the margin.^ On my approach, I was sorry 
to observe, that instead of a Convoy, only four Vessels were lying 
ttnder the batteries, which opened on our approach, and the 


VOE. II. 
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6re was returned as our Siiips got up, under cover of wliich, 
our Boats boarded the four Vessels, and brought them oft’: the 
vessels lying very near the shore, a heavy fire of musketry was 
kept up on our boats ; and it is with the greatest grief 1 have 
to mention, that Lieutenant James Noble, ^ of the Agamemnon, 
a most worthy and gallant Officer, is, I fear, mortally wounded. 
From our Ships keeping under the fire of their batteries, we 
sustained no damage ; the Agamemnon was, I believe, the only 
Ship struck by shot. The principal part of this service fell on 
our Boats, whose conduct and gallantry could not on any oc- 
casion have been exceeded, and I wish fully to express the 
sense 1 entertain of the gallantry of every Officer and man'^ 
employed on this occasion. Herewith I transmit a list of 
wounded, and of the Vessels taken ; none of which had any 
colours hoisted, nor was there a man on board when they were 

rioiiATio Nelson. 


TO AD^rniAL SIR JOHN JERVIS, K.R. 

[From Cliirke aiul M‘Artliur, vol. i. p. 'i’JH.] 

. April, 1 

^Sir, 

Captain 1 owry rejoined me yesterday morning, with letters 
from Mr. Drake and Mr. Trevor, which I beg leave to transmit 
to you. Captain Towry brought me the unpleasant news, which 
I also enclose; and he tells me, that ^Ir. Bramc has no doubt 
but the King of Sardinia is endeavouring to negotiate a ])eace 
with the French. We had several Boats on board yesterday, 
from Cape Noli, the people of which informed us, that although 
the French had taken Ceva, and killed, wounded, or made pri- 

® Mr. Noblo was srvfM’f ly, hut Jiot mortally womxh-d, hy n hall in ilio throut ; ami 
was agjiin womithfi at llin cajituro of La Sahiim l)y Ncl.-.on, in La Miimrva, in 
Df^of'rnhar of th. sanio year; In* was imwh- a. T’o^t (.'aplain in ;\])ril, lS(r>, nml 
now a lloar-Aflininil of thf* RoJ. 

® 'I hc* (fffirers rmiflnyful if tho Ilonts wfio ; Lieutenants of tho Agamamiion. 
\olih-, Compton. Li»uttenai.t Culverlnmse, Meleafrfn-. Lieiitomint Uy^l' '- 
Diadem. WoiiiiM d ; Ln ntenant James N<ihlo ; ami two seamen of the 
Vessels taken ; <'11.- Ship laden with eoni uml rice, eijirht four of whicJi V' *' 

i/iiiss; twenty hia " jietieraroe.s. Ojjo Keleh huleji willi mnskets and powder. Die' 
Gaaey laden with wine. Another Galley laden with coin. 
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soners, above 5000 Piedmontese, yet that the French had lost 
not less than 11,000 men. The fort of Ceva is not yet taken, 
but the Town was plundered, and the Enemy passed on to 
Mondovi, leaving a strong post of Piedmontese in their rear ; 
they also plundered Mondovi, and every house between it and 
Ceva. If the King of Sardinia does not make peace, I should 
hope that such conduct of the French would rouse the whole 
Nation to arms. As to my going to Naples, 1 need only say, 
that the Neapolitans, especially Mr. Forteguerri, would not 
like the interference of a foreigner : he is at the head of their 
Marine, and fancies himself equal to any Officer in Europe. I 
am so anxious to examine the Ports along the Coast, to see if the 
Convoy is in any of them, that I hope you will excuse my 
sending a Vessel to you immediately : at whatever place I find 
their Ships, I am determined not to let the first favourable 
moment for attacking them escape. 1 wish sincerely for the 
Neapolitan vessels ; I would clear the Coast in a w’eek of fine 
weather, if they would act, and I flatter myself I should manage 
them to their liking. 

April 28th. — There are no Vessels of consequence in any 
bay from Monaco to Vado; but not less than a hundred 
Genoese are every day passing, which may or may not have 
stores for the French. £ 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO CAPTAIN COLLINGWOOD. 

[Aii(ngi-ai)li, ill the possession of the lion. Mrs. Newulmm Colliiigw ood.] 

:May Isl, 

My dear Coll., 

I cannot let a Ship go to the Fleet without a line, just to say 
how bad wc are. Peace is concluded between the Sardinians 
and the French — most likely hostile to us. The King has 
given up Cuneo and Suza, or Alessandria, to the French, as a 
security for his performance of the treaty, and an armistice is 
agreed till the return of the courier fi om Paris, with the ratifi- 
cation of the five Kings. I thii-.k, in case of a Spanish war, 
Naples is preparing to desert us also, and Spain is certainly 

M 2 
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going to war with somebody. CornwallisV trial was to come 
on the .5th of April. How extraordinary ! he was the last man 
I could have supposed would have done a wrong thing, and I 
cannot, with all my partiality for him,® bring myself to think it 
right that he deserted his command. But I suspect some ill- 
treatment of the Adminilty after he sailed, which induced him 
to return. 

General Beaulieu is at Valenza, with a bridge over the Po, 
to secure his I'etreat into the Milanese. God bless you I I 
hope Mrs. Collingwood and your little ones were well when 
you last heard from home. Believe me, though I write in 
haste, for ever 

Your most faithful Friend, 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO ADMIRAL SIR JOHN JERVIS, K.li. 

[From Clarke aiul M‘Artlmr, vol. i. p. 

Genoa Mole, 1st of May, 11 0(1. 

Sir, 

I am still of opinion that my presence at Naples can be of 
no use; but should you think otherwise, I am perfectly ready 
to proceed there, and do my best. \Mien these troops arrive 
at Leghorn, I will attend to their debarkation at La Venza, or 
Port Especia, as may be most proper. I have written to ]\Ir. 
Drake, to have his ideas, whether, if more convenient from 
weather and other causes, we should force a landing at Port 
Especia ? I told him it was a question you would naturally 
ask, and I therefore desired his answer. Diis, lam assured, is 
the last gale, and therefore I shall be very glad to get the 
Neapolitan vessels over to this Coast. You will observe the 


• Viilo vol. i. :{(). 

* \^ioo-A<lrninxl tlie Hononridjlc William ('■nnnvallis was trinl liy a ('(Mirt-inarluili 
at IVntsiiiourii, on tlie ITtli of .April, I7!l(), for liavin{( rotiuneil lo Kn^laml in t!i<' 
Knyii.l Hovel (‘ij/ii, ijistf'jul of ^noomlinj^ to tin; WvhI Indifs willi Ii i Convov, (vi-lf 
p. I •!, aotf'. : .nul for iliscjliodionco ol' ordorH after liis rrlnrn, in not hoisting l 
I'lnj' on iioam iiu: Af‘(r*'a fiigute, unJ proeeetling to his ilestiiiati I'ln? Co'iii 
tIt‘tf;rTnin» (l Ujjjt. •• 'iiisconiliut was inipuhihle" to the A'iee-Ailrriiral for nol having; 
shilosl his iu ill - Miiiotuiir, when the R<»yal .Sovereign was disuhlcd, bu i* 
netjiiiited }iim of di.iobedionee orders. 
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Ueport of the Commissioners, as they call themselves, at 
Toulon : I have long had reason to suspect great part is fabri- 
cated at Genoa. My channel of information says, this day, 
if the wind is fair, two small Frigates, two Cutters, and thirty- 
three Sail of Transports, will sail from Marseilles, laden with 
ammunition, provisions, and clothing. I feel distressed beyond 
measure at being kept here, and at present there is no sign of 
a change of wind. If you are of opinion that the Report of 
these Commissioners is true, you may probably think it proper 
to reinforce me with a Ship of the Line; for they may slip 
past you in a strong westerly wind : but I cannot bring myself 
to believe that the French will trust six Sail of the Line to the 
eastward, even for the certainty of destroying my Squadron ; 
and yet they do at times act so contrary to all reasonable ideas, 
that we must not judge of them as of other people. 

1 have thus. Sir, got to the end of our Naval business, and 
shall therefore now take up the accounts of the proceedings of 
General Beaulieu, and the Sardinians, where Mr. Drake 
leaves off. The treaty is finished, and an armistice is agreed 
on, until the return of the courier from Paris, 1 never had 
much faith in the Sardinian Minister, after their extraordinary 
request to me last year, and I much fear they have not done 
their utmost to defend Piedmont, and the French seem to have 
understood them. Neither Ceva, nor the strong posts, were 
then taken, as I sent you word in a former letter, nor are they 
to this day. Twenty thousand French pushed forward to 
within six miles of Turin ; General Beaulieu advancing with 
celerity from Acqui, was on one side of the ])lain, and next 
day would have attacked the French Army. The French had 
already begun to retreat, when an express reached him, that 
an armistice, and most probably a peace, had taken place 
betw’ecn the Sardinians and French, INIr. Trevor, witli the 
Imperial, Neapolitan, and Russian Ministers, waited on the 
King, to desire that Alessandrhi and Tortona might be deli- 
vered up to the Germans, wliicli was peremptorily refused : 
upon this the Ministers quitted the Kingdom, without taking 
leave, and it is very probable w‘i have now^ an additional 
Lnemy. General Beaulieu is retreating, I am told, towards 
the Milanese; but how far he I is fallen back, I do not hoar. 
1 he French near Acqui are very ill supplied, and the Convoy 
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expected is of the greatest importance to their future operu- 
tions ; I am told if it does not reach them, they must come 
again to the Sea-coast. I learn with pleasure that we knocked 
to pieces the largest of the batteries at Loano, and killed 
twenty-five French in it. The place is also very much da- 
maged, which I regret ; but these things must happen where 
batteries are situated in a Town. I have authorized Mr. Bramc 
to declare, should any conversation with the Secretary of State 
liere turn that way, that I will never fire the first sliot ; and, 
therefore, if the inhabitants of the Genoese towms prevent the 
French from firing, which they can do if they please, their 
Towns are safe ; if they do not, tlie act rests with them. 

I am, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 

P.S. I have great pleasure in saying my poor Lieutenant, 
Noble, is still alive, and we have some hopes. 

2nd May. — General Beaulieu’s Army has taken post at 
Valenza, and between that place and Alessandria. The King 
of Sardinia, if the Convention ratifies the Treaty, is to give up 
Cuneo and Alessandria, some say Suza; the latter place, I believe, 
as security for his punctual adherence to the treaty. I have 
written to Mr. Drake what I have desired Mr. Brame to say. 


TO ms EXCELLENCY FRANCIS DRAKE, ESQ. 

[From a Copy in the Nelson Papers. No date is nflixed to tliis Note, but it per- 
haps refers to the commuiucatioii mentioned in the preceding Letter.] 

Scribbled in Mr. Brame’s room. lie will send [it to] you, 
but I have charged him to give nothing that will come with 
more propriety through your orders. I pray God, General 
Beaulieu may yet make head against these miscreants. 1 
sincerely wi:^!! I could assist him. Ever believe me. 

Dear Sir, 

Your most obliged and affectionate 

Horatio Nelson. 

I shall not fail to constantly write you. 
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TO ADMIRAL SIR JOHN JERVIS, K.R. 

[From Clarke ami M'Arlliur, vol. i. y. 2.S1. | 

Off Cape Noli, 4.tli of May, 170C. 

Sir, 

I got out of Genoa yesterday forenoon, and this morning 
joined Blanche. It is said, that on the 1st Instant the French 
took possession of Alessandria. I have still hopes from Ge- 
jieral Beaulieu ; should these people follow him into the plain, 
his force is very respectable. The French are levying contri- 
butions of money, bread, &c. all over Piedmont, and the 
Piedmontese are said to have paid more already than they 
used to give their King for several years. I expect to hear 
you arc far westerly after the Enemy. It is not improbable 
that they may be bound for Cadiz, to engage Admiral Man 
olf that Port, and be joinetl at the same time by llichery ; but 
all must be conjecture, they may also be bound to Sicily, 
where everything is not right. j 

Hohatio Nelson. 

TO ADMIRAL SIR JOHN JERVIS, K.B. 

[Froui Clju'ke and M'Artliur, vul. i. p. ;281.] 

Sih Muy, 1701). 

Since writing to you on the 4th, but little has occurred. 
1 send you a copy of the Treaty of suspension of Arms, and 
of Mr. Trevor’s letter to Mr. Brame. From the first, it 
appears, that the King of Sardinia was to accept of what 
the five Kings may direct ; for the Minister, and Salicetti, 
&c. .would not hear of a Treaty of Peace, without orders 
from Paris. I cannot but observe, between ourselves, that a 
Minister may be continued too long at a particular Court; he 
thus becomes imperceptibly the friend of that Court, when he 
ought to be the jealous observer of their conduct. 

The Meleager has joined me from Leghorn. The Vice- 
Boy ha.s bought the 1(500 stand ol arms, and all the ammuni- 
tion ; we expect that the hulls of the Vessels will also be con- 
demned, for they are hired Transports. Yesterday evening 
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^^c chased into Loano a French Gun-boat, two liglit Brigs, 
and one deep one; they came last irom the anchorage at 
Alassio ; but we are rather inclined to believe they sailed at 
first from Vado. It fell stark calm as we got within shot, and 
dark. Several shots struck the Blanche, and one a hot 
one, which set her on fire, but we soon got the shot cut 
out, and towed off; her sails and I’igghig were also cut, but 
not a man Avas killed or wounded. With our general good 
luck, not a shot struck us, and only one gun was fired from the 
Squadron ; we were long gun-shot distant, and it would have 
been merely a waste of powder and shot. The Enemy have 
at least oOO men at work building a new battery, and I am 
waiting for a good wind to get at them, when I shall fully 
expect the deep-laden Brig. 

Two Brigs, and several Tartans, having got into Finale, 
which we supposed to be French, I took the opportunity of 
the Enemy’s fancying we were looking at them, to send the 
Boats of the Squadron, under Lieutenants C’ulverhouso,* 
Compton, and Drummond,^ belonging to the Meleager, Aga- 
memnon, and Pcterel, and also Lieutenant Grant, of the 
Blanche, to cut out the Vessels at Finale, which they did with- 
out a person in the Town, or Vessels, knowing it ; but they 
were all Genoese, and I released them this morning, sending 
a Note to the Governor of Finale, which I trust can do no 
harm, and may be of some use to us. 

May 14th, Gulf of Genoa. — The Diadem joined me yester- 
day, after ten days’ absence, not having been able to get out of 
Genoa Mole. We have had, and now have, extraordinary 
weather — fogs, heavy swells, and calms. I send you Mr. 
Trevor’s letter to rne.^ The French, by Captain Towry’s 


® He was First Lieutenant of La rJiiUTSP, \vl;en she captured the Spanisli Frip:u.te 
Ti!i Saltina, in Decetnlier, for whieii nation lie was pioiuoted; and lie altaiueil 

Post rank in iHf) ;. His fate was reinnrkaldy unfortunate : wliile Agent for Transport'^ 
nt the Cape of (lOod Hope, in IbtM), lit* and his wife were dro^^ned in going cu 
shore in Table lhi\. 

^ ^'ow Sir Adam Drummon'’, K.C.IL, Viec-Admiral of the Wliile. 

® Mr. 'rre- in |iif, lintt}!', written in tripher, desired the Coniinodoro to ae<iUaiuf 
Sir .jolin .Tt rvi', oj the de.sperate state of the Kingdom of Hiu’dinia, wliieh, added l'> 
the insnrrei'tittii m forsica, retpiired all tlie vigilance and vigour wc conhl exert; li'' 
aiso lu gged that a w.iu-ijfiil eye might be kept oil the plan td' operations of tin 
Sspoiiish Minister.' — CVorAe /jjul M^Arlhur. 
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account, have crossed the Po, and with liillo or no opposition. 
Reports say, General Peanlieii is retreating to Mantua, and 
that Milan has presented its keys to the Enemy. Where, or 
when is the progress of these people to be stopped ? If the 
Emperor has not troops to face them, peace seems the only 

alternative I must now revert to a 

subject as unpleasant for you to hear as for me to write. The 
niiscrable state of the Agamemnon, who, with Meleager, are 
like two tubs floating on llie water, I have every reason to be- 
lieve that our ground-tier has given way; we know that some 
of the casks fell in. I am glad Captain Smith got good rope 
at Ajaccio. What has been sent us is, without exception, the 
worst I e\er saw, the twice-laid we make on board is far pre- 
ferable ; indeed, I never saw any so bad in my life. How can 
a Commander-in-Chief form a true judgment from such 
directly opposite assertions ? I must suppose that the Ship 
going to the Fleet was intended to be well served, and as to 
US, it was of no consequence, being loo far from the ear of the 
Commander-in«Chief, This may be politic, but cannot be 
proper. 

May ir)th. — I send you Salicctti’s account of the defeat of 
Reaulieu ; but Captain Elphinstone® tells me it is not believed ; 
pray God it may not be true. I have now before me com- 
plaints from the Genoese Secretary of State, for taking their 
Vessels even out of a French Port. I have also complaints, 
that we allowed a French Convoy to pass us. Indeed, my 
dear Sir, you may perceive I feel distressed. Do you really 
think we arc of any use liere ? if not, we may serve our Country 
much more by being in other places. The Levant, and Coast 
of Spain, call aloud for Ships, and they are, I fancy, emi)loyed 
to no, purpose here; for unless the Austrians get possession ot 
a point of land, we cannot slop the Coasting trade. 

I am, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 


® Captiiiu TliomaJi Llrluiisloiie, of tlic Sloop. 
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MEMOUANDIJM DELIVERED TO MU. J3RAiME, 

BRITISH CONSUL AT CENOA. 

[From Clm-ke and M‘Artlmr, vol. i. p. ‘280.] 

[About loili May, l/Olb] 

The papers from the Secretary of State, I am astonished at ; 
but before I answer a word, I wish to receive, and officially, if 
it be proper for you to communicate in that way with the 
Genoese Government, which I think you told me it was not, a 
plain answer, ‘ Yes,’ or ‘ No.’ Are all the batteries on the 
coast manned by, and belonging to the Genoese ? Should the 
reply be ‘ Yes;’ then I have a most heavy complaint to make, 
and I doubt not but England is fully ccjual to repel the insult 
which every day is offered to her I'lag. Should the reply be 
‘ No,’ they arc in the possession of the French ; then of course 
I shall consider it as an Enemy’s coast. It may, however, be 
said, and truly, ‘ The French have built batteries along the 
coast, within shot of each other ; but the Genoese have some 
fortresses which still remain in their possession, and yet we 
know that these batteries fire on the approach of any English 
Ship, nor have we the means or power of preventing it. If 
an English Ship comes into any of the Genoese Forts or Uoads 
to the westward, we arc certain she will be fired at and de- 
stroyed, unless she is able to batter down the fortifications : it 
must therefore be acknowledged, that the Genoese Forts to the 
westward are not neutral for the English.’ As this shouhl be 
the language of the Secretary of State hero, can he for a mo- 
ment fancy, that I will receive shot and shells from every part 
of the Coast, and not consider it as a hostile one ? This, indeed, 
he may be assured of, that I never have, nor ever will fire the 
first shot; but if shot are fired, I will do my utmost to destroy 
the batteries firing at the English flag, although in doing tli’s 
I shall guard as much a.s possible against injuring any individu;»I 
Genoese, a Nation which I respect on many accounts. Tl:e 
Secretary, however, rnust be sensible, that the fire of cannon, 
once oj)eiMal, is terrible to a Town. 


Horatio Nelson. 
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TO THE RIGHT HON. SIR GILBERT ELLIOT, BART. 

[Aiitograyli, ill the Minto Papers.] 

Agamemnon, at Sea on her ptussage to Leghorn, May IGth, [1790.] 

Sir, 

You will know so well from Mr. Trevor and Mr. Drake 
the melancholy prospect of affairs in Italy, that it would be 
only a trouble to your Excellency, were I to attempt to repeat 
what comes from a much better informed quarter. One of 
my Squadron joined me yesterday from Genoa, and brought 
me letters from Mr. Trevor, of May 11th. By his desire I 
have deciphered a part for your information, viz: — ‘ And Vice- 
Roy of Corsica, that I am afraid that the French will soon 
oblige Sardinia to be their Ally,^ and that they are disposed to 
treat Tuscany as an hhiemy. These considerations added to 
the Insurrection in Corsica, and to the designs the Enemy 
may have on Sardinia, seem to me to require all the vigilance 
and vigour of the King’s Agents in the Mediterranean. A 
watchful eye must be kept in the present moment upon the 
plan of operations of the Spanish Minister, who must also be 
considered as [one of] the Allies of France.’ 

Mr. Drake’s letter is dated Milan, May 8th. I sent both to the 
Admiral last night, or I should forward these to you. Mr, D. 
says General Beaulieu’s Army is 38,000 men, and he hopes no 
battle will happen to him till he gets reinforcements, I am 
sorry to say, Mr. Brame sent me a letter published by Sali- 
cetti, saying that the Frencli had defeated Beaulieu, on the 
1 1th were at Lodi, and taken all the artillery and camp of 
the Austrians. The story is very ill told, and I should doubt 
much had I not unfortunately been in the habit of believing 
accounts of French victories. 

The French have lost great numbers in passing the Po and 
another river, but they have enough left, for the Emperor has 
not reinforced his Army. I very much believe that England, 
who commenced the war with all Europe for her Allies, will 
finish it by having nearly ad Europe for lier Enemies.** Should 

’ A Treaty of Peace bctwccji Trance anti SiU’diiiio, was signed at Paris on the 
lOtli of May, 1790. 

® This remarkable prediction was not, however, complelcly fulfilled until after 
Nelson’s death. 
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all the Powers in this Country make peace, the French possess 
themselves of Leghorn and other places to cut off our supplies, 
Corsica will be the only tie to keep our great Fleet in the 
Mediterranean ; how far the conduct of those Islanders, taken 
in a general scale, deserves that a Fleet and Army should be 
kept for their security, is well deserving of serious considera- 
tion. I beg pardon for the readiness of my pen, it has, I 
fear, gone further to your Excellency on this subject than it 
ought. The loan from Genoa, I suppose, will now take place : 
it is demanded by Salicetti, thirty-six millions of Livres. That 
your Excellency may be successful in quieting the disturbances 
in Corsica, and enjoying that happiness in that Island, which 
every inhabitant ought from gratitude to endeavour to give 
you, is the most sincere wish of your obliged and faitliful 
servant, 

Horatio Nelson, 


llis Excdleucy tlie Vice-Ruy. 


TO ADMIRAL SIR JOHN .lERVIS, K.B. 

[Froni CUu’kc ami M'Anhur, vol. i. p. 

Loglioni Ron(L, ISth of May, HiMl. 

The Comet joined me off Cape Noli, the night of the l/)lh, 
and I left the Squadron with Captain Cockburn, who I am 
sure will do everything that is proper. We arrived here yes- 
terday morning in a gale of w'ind, and I hope to have my 
Ship ready for sea by the 20th or 21st. One of the Neapo- 
litan flotilla is now here, the others are at Port Longoiie in 
Elba, and I do not much expect they will get furtlicr than 
Leghorn before Naples is at peace; a measure that seems 
absolutely necessary for that Court to adopt. The Frcncli 
say they will go to Rome, and the distance to Naples is then 
but little. As the French cannot \vant supplies to be brouglit 
into the Gulf of Genoa, for their grand Army, I am still of 
opinion, that if our Frigates arc wanted for other services, 
they may very well be spared from the Gulf, Money, provi- 
sions, and clothes the Enemy have in abundance ; and they 
command arsenals to supply their wants in arms and araniU' 
nilion. 
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I have felt, and do feel, Sir, every degree of sensibility and 
gratitude, for your kind and flattering attention, in directing 
me to hoist a Distinguishing Pendant;® but as the service, for 
which it was intended to be useful, is nearly, if not quite at an 
end, I assure you I shall have no regret in striking it ; for it 
will aflbrd me an opportunity of serving nearer your Flag, 
and of endeavouring to shew, by my attention in a subordinate 
station, that I was not unworthy of commanding. Reports 
are afloat that a promotion is certainly very near ; and, if so, 
the Admiralty will either direct my Flag to be hoisted here, 
or 1 shall have a land voyage. 

I must now, dear Sir, take the liberty of saying a word 
respecting my health. It certainly is not bad ; on the contrary, 
I believe it is better than what medical people assert ; but, I 
believe, a little rest, and the baths of Pisa, the same nearly as 
those of Bath, would render me great benefit. If I could, 
without any impediment to the service, take twenty days to 
fit me for another winter, I should not dislike it ; and yet, 
perhaps, I shall do without it. I do not much like what I 


have written. 


I am, &c. 


Hokatio Nklson. 


TO IMRS. NELSON. 

[From Clarke niid ]M*Artlinr, vol. i. i>. ;2S;Lj 

Lcj^liorn, of ^Fay, I'rOn. 

This may possibly find you at Mr. Suckling’s ; if so, I beg 
you will say every kind thing for me. \Vc are certainly under 
greater obligations to him than to any one. He is a good man, 
and a respectable character. If I am ordered to hoist my Flag 
in this Country, the compliment is great ; and therefore wc 
must both rest contented for a little time. The French must 
soon be tired, and I believe all our Allies are so already, 1 he 
Dukes of Parma and of Modena have both made treaties witli 
the French, paying large sums of nK)ney; and, in their treaties 
it is specified, that certain pictinvs are to be delivered, to be 
sent to Paris. The Palace of the Louvre is to have the finest 
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gallery of pictures in the world. The Pope has offered ten 
millions of crowns, to prevent their coming to Rome; and it is 
said they have refused it, unless the famous statue of the Apollo 
Belvidere is sent to Paris. What a race of people ! but they 
have done wonders. Reinforcements are coming to join 
General Beaulieu ; and the inhabitants of the Tyrol, a hardy and 
warlike Nation, are rising to join the General. If all the States 
of Italy make peace, we have nothing to look to but Corsica; 
which, in the present state of tlie inhabitants, is not, in my 
opinion, an object to keep us in the Mediterranean : we shall, 
I hope quit it, and employ our Fleet more to our advantage. 

I am, &c. 

FIouatio Nelson. 


TO ADMIRAL SIR JOHN JERVIS, K.B. 

[From Clftvke nml vol. i. p. QSt, wlio state that in the first part of tliis 

letter, Comiuoilore Nelson inforan'd the AdmirHl that the whole of the Nenpoliiun 
flotilla had not vet joined, nor even left Natdes. ] 

‘>:h‘d May, IJOd. 

1 believe there is a struggle between the Courts of Vienna 
and Spain, which shall dictate to that of Naples. The ad- 
vances of the French have been certainly much facilitated by 
the defection of our Allies, brought on, in this part, by their 
fears. Report says, the Pope has accommodated matters with 
the French ; however, that will not stop them, if the Austrian 
Army is unable. General Beaulieu is certainly getting rein- 
forcements, and the French have not for one week advanced. 
The castle of Milan has twice repulsed the French, who now 
only blockade it. I hope to sail at daylight. I again beg, Sir, 
if you think I can be in any w'ay useful l)y coming to you, 
without the Pendant,* that you will order it to be struck with- 
out hesitation. I do not believe my health is such as to requires 
Pisa just now, at least I am willing to believe so. 

I am, &c, 

Horatio Nelson. 

* Non'])rofcs.sioiml readors may requim the following explanation of tins passn:-*'- 
A Hrood Pendant always struck when the Ollicer who wears it comes into I'c' 
prcsr'ncc, of a Stoiior Captain, or wlien the special service fur wliich he was 
rized to hoist, it, is concluded. Vide vol. i. p. IIH. 
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TO ADiWIRAI, SIR JOIIX JERVIS K.R. 

[Fj’otu Clavkc and M'Artliiir, vol. i. p. ‘iw j.J 

noth May, 17 0(5. 

I send Captain Cockburn, as Tbclieve his anxiety to get into 
La Minervc” is great. Your cruise ofi’ Toulon is no doubt 
tedious, but not uninteresting in its consequences; for if any 
plan, which the Directory have laid, is defeated for three or 
four months, there is no calculating what benefit may arise to 
our Country from it : I think they are bound to the westward, 
I cannot bring myself to believe they will venture eastward ; if 
they do, I have no doubt but we shall get at them. I know 
not what opinion to give about my Squadron ; I have written 
to Mr. Drake on the subject, and much will depend on his 
account of what the Austrian Army is likely to do. If it can 
again make head, and this insurrection of the peasantry be 
encouraged, we may be of some use ; but the Austrians have 
now no object to bring them on the sea-coast. 

Lieutenant Berry^ joined me in the Comet, and I have, as 
far as I have seen, every reason to be satisfied with him, botli 
as a gentleman and an officer. I had a few days ago apian for 
taking the French Brig of War out of \'ado, and intrusted the 
execution of it to him : it miscarried from an unforeseen and 
improbable event, but I was much pleased by Mr, Berry’s 
strict attention to my instructions. 

The Meleager joined me yesterday ; and I send you. Sir, 
all the letters and information received by her. Mr. Trevor 
seems to think a Spani.sh war is almost unavoidable, and that 
the Frencli, after all their protestations, will take possession of 
Legliorn. My mind is clear, if they have force to penetrate 
further into Italy, they will possess themselves of that place. 
The Toulon information is, as I always thought, pleasant to 
know, but never to be depended upon ; all is guess, they may 
go east, west, north, or south. These Commissioners know 

C}i|iinin ('ix'kliun) was vciiiovr 1 from llu' to Lii Miiicrve, the frigate 

riiplnrod liy the Ditlo and riOwestoll’e. 

Afterwards Rnir-Adiniral Sir Kdwnrd 1’ 'tv, Unrt., K.(Mk : of this most dl.s- 
lioguislied OHicer, who will he often mentioned, an account will be found in a sub- 
«ciiuent part of this work. 
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nothing, they write a history to get money, and in tins, I fancy, 
they succeed wonderfully well. I hope to hear from Mr. 
Drake of the actual situation of the Armies, and if he has 
hopes: should he have none, (for he wdll have them, if within 
probability, however distant,) I shall not have the smallest. 

I am, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO ADMIRAL SIR JOHN JERVIS, K.B. 

[From “ Tlio Loiulon Oaz(^tte“ of the Kith of July, 170(i. Tji iraii^imitting: this 
letter to the Aduiiralty, Sir John Jervis wrote: — “ Their I.ordships are so thoroughly 
acquainted ^vith the vigilance and enterprise of Commodore Nelson, that I forhoav 
to repent his merits on this occasion.*’ ] 

Agamemnon, oft’Oneglin, May Jllst, 

Sir, 

At two P.M., yesterday, seeing some Vessels running along 
shore which I believed to be French, and knowing the great 
consequence of intercepting the cannon and ordnance stores 
which I had information were expected from Toulon, to be 
landed at St. Pierre d’Arena for the siege of Mantua, I made 
the signal for a general chase, when the Vessels got close 
under a battery and anchored. Three o’clock, the Meleager 
and Agamemnon anchored; as, soon afterwards, did the Peterel 
and Speedy. After a short resistance from the battery and 
Vessels, we took possession of them. It is impossible I can do 
justice to the alacrity and gallantry ever conspicuous in my 
little Squadron. Our Boats boarded the National Ketch in 
the fire of three eighteen pounders, and of one eighteen 
pounder in a Gun-boat. The Blanche and Diadem being to 
leeward, the former could not anchor until the Vessels had 
struck ; but the Boats of all the Ships were active in getting 
them off the shore, the Enemy having cut their cables when 
they surrendered. "J'he Agamemnon’s masts, sails, and rig- 
ging are a little cut, but of no material consequence. 

Much as I feel indebted to every Officer in the Squadron, 
yet I cannot omit the mention of the great support and assist- 
ance I over reeoive from Captain Cockburn. He has been under 
my command near a year on this station; and I .should feel my- 
self guilty of neglect of duty, were I not to represent his zc.d, 
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ability, and courage, which shine conspicuous on every occa- 
sion which offers. Inclosed, I send you a list of killed and 
wounded, and also of the Vessels taken, and have the honour 
to be, Sir, 

With great respect, 

Your most obedient servant 

Horatio Nelson. 

A List of Killed and Wounded in His Majesty’s Squadron 
under the command of Commodore Horatio Nelson, on the 
31st of May, 1790. 

Agamemnon — one killed ; two wounded. 

Blanche — one wounded. 

Horatio Nelson. 

A List of N^essels of War and Transports, taken by the 
Squadron under the Command of Commodore Horatio Nelson, 
on the 31st of May, 179G. 

V'kssels oe Wau. 

Lo Genie (Ketch), three eighteen-pounders, four swivels, 
and sixty men. 

Le Numero Douze (Gun-boat), one cigh teen-pounder, four 
swivels, and thirty men. 

Transports. 

La Bonne Merc, two hundred and fifty tons, Brig-rigged, 
laden with brass twenty-four pounders, thirteen-inch mortars, 
and gun carriages. 

La Vierge dc Consolation, one hundred and twenty tons, 
Ketch-rigged, laden with brass guns, mortars, shells, and 
gun c.'^rriages. 

Le Jean Baptiste, one hundred tons, Kctch-riggcd, laden 
with brandy, and a small quantity of bread. 

Name unknown, one hundred tons. Ketch-rigged, laden 
with Austrian prisoners. 

St. Anne de Paix, seventy tons. Ketch-rigged, laden with 
wheel-barrows and intrenching tools, destroyed. 

Horatio Nelson. 
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A LIST OF prizes” TAKEN BETWEEN THE IST OF JUNE, 1794, AND Tlip, 
1st of JUNE, 1796. 

['Aiitogrftph, in tlie Nelson Papers.] 
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Behveeii .)iine 

I’Vaiiuoau . . \ 

C 
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//. 

X .V. (1. 

.£ 5. 

(I. 



1st and Au- 
gust 1st . 

]L’ Eclair . . [ 

i Privateer . . j 

■IT 

00 

0 


T5 00 

0 



Prince Royal . . 

57 

00 

0 

54 OT 0 




'Another payment lo 
bo nuulo. 


Mud'"* Bisson . . 

*450 

00 

0 


450 00 

0 




Mttd"‘ do bi i\reroie 

TOO 

00 

0 

. . . 

:154 00 

0 




Corsican Boat . . 

100 

00 

0 

Nothing. 

. . 


Released improperly , 


Corsican Boat . . 

•45 

00 

0 


•25 00 

0 




Genoese I’olacc.a . 

*45 

00 

0 

Nothing, 



Released. 


li’AinuibleCatlierine 

.TT 

00 

0 







’I'artane . . . . 

IT 

00 

0 


IT 00 
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Tart line .... 

78 

00 

0 


78 00 

0 




Small Vessels off) 

80 

00 
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80 00 

0 




Bastia . . . ) 
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‘•5 

(10 

o) 







ing witli C. W. i 
Bastia 
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00 

1 

•400 00 0 






Calvi 
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00 

oj 







Spanish Brig; re- ) 
capture . . ) 

100 

00 

0 

. . . 

5 00 

0 

(liven upon SiilvaiT, 

170rj. 










Jaiimuy . . 

Spanish Brig . . 

80 

00 

0 






Do. 

Some others . . . 

JO 

00 

0 






Do. 

Revolution . . . 

.50 

00 

0 


47 10 

0 




I^Calra . . . t 









Moi'cli Util . 

j liC Cell sour . >• 
i Speedv . . . j 

(100 

00 

0 


Ii8> 10 

0 



.TiilvUtli. . 

L’Alcide . . . . 

•JO 

00 

0 






— ‘41st, . , 

Belvidere .... 

1000 

00 

0 


:{l.s 10 

0 



August 4()th . j 

Alassio .... 

1 

i 150 

i 

00 

0 

Ss (It 0 




^£'.)4T remitted In Kn;,'- 

— LItJi. i 

i Bombard .... 

i *40 

00 

0 




' 

land by M‘.\rl!iii!' 
and Capl. Nel'.or. 

October iStli 

1 Venetian Brig . . 

! .50 

00 

0 < 




In 1'tdlii.rd‘s liiiiiih, 

— 4>^th 

i Uaiiisli Brig. . , 

■ TO 

00 



! • ■ ' 
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— ••'.Itli 

1 'Pwo Tartans . . 

10 

00 
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JVdIard. 


! S‘‘ Ay- de Padua . 

i 
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; 80 
! 

00 

0 1 




1 

J '.n gland I>Y A- 
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ITDlb 
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i 

: Spartuiio . . . . 

1 

1 *450 

00 

0 





I'lnglantl Ig 
thur ami Cai't'' 


1 

i 
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! *450 

no 

0 
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This Account to May lltli, 1796, three yeai*s from my 
sailing from Spitheacl. 


Horatio Nelson. 


Jliray . . 

At, Tone 
L*Ani(‘ii 


liO Genie . 
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JiU Roniu! Mere . 
]Vris«MitMn'(liu 
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TO AILMIRAL SIR JOHN JERVIS, K.B. 

I From Clarke nml ArAnlmr, vol. i. ]». -iSO.] 

OH’ Nice, .Tiino *hul, 17915. 

I Iiavc sent the Diatlein, with all the prizes, except the 
armed Ketch, first to San Fiorenzo, where the I3rig, and, if 
not too leaky, the Ketch, laden with ordnance stores, are to be 
left; and I have written to the Viceroy, that if he wants any of 
them for the Island, 1 will direct them to be landed. The 
mortars arc wonderfully fine, thirteen and a half inch: but the 
number of cither cannon or mortars we know not. The Vessel 
with brandy, anti the Clun-boat, il not wantcil in Corsica, I 
have desired Captain Towry to carry to i.eghorn. I have kept 
the Ketch with me, and put a Mate and a few men into her, 
and occasionally shall sentl her in-shore, where .she may bo of 
great use; she sails and rows exceedingly well, had been just 
hove down, and completely refitted. By papers found, sixteen 
sail of Transports are destined for Vado, with ordnance stores 
for the siege, and cannoniers. I wish we may get any, bnt the 
chance is much against us : I can only promise, that I n ill not 
miss an opportunity. I liave an account ot the exact foice o 
the Fiicmy on the bth of February, which was sent to General 
Buonaparte : it consists, including the garrison ol 'loulon and 
the whole Coast, of 05,000 men. The Army, when Buonaparte 
took the command, was efl'ective 80,875. I’robably many o 
the 65,000 are gone forward ; but still, on liic whole, the iorce 
is not so great as I believed. I have got the charts of It.i y 
sent by the Directory to Buonaparte, also Maillebois \ ms m 
Italy, Vauban’s Attack and Dcfeecc of Places, and liince 

n2 
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Eugene’s History ; all sent for the General. If Buonaparte 
is ignorant, the Directory, it would appear, wish to instruct 
him : pray God he may remain ignorant. 

In my public letter it was impossible to enumerate every 
individual ; but next to Captain Cockburn stands Captain 
Stuart^ of the Peterel : Spicer^ commanded the Boats which 
first boarded the Ketch, under the heavy fire, and had a little 
skirmish when on board, and to him the Commander sur- 
rendered. I 

Ho RATIO Nelson. 


TO ADMIRAL SIR JOIL\ JERVIS, K.IL 
[Fi'oiii Clarke and ]\r‘.\rtluir. vol. i. p. ‘C'^7. ; 

.lune :Ivd, 17 

I feel obligations to you on every occasion, since I have had 
the pleasure of serving under your command ; and I endeavour, 
by an assiduous attention to my duty, to merit the continuance 
of your good opinion. I shall not go to Pisa at present, we 
may be useful here ; and, to say the truth, when I am actively 
employed, I am not so bad. My complaint is as if a girth were 
buckled taut over my breast, and mv endeavour, in the night, 
is to get it loose. If the service will admit of it, I shall, perhaps, 
at a future day take your leave. I wish. Sir, that Ca}>tain 
Cockburn had the Miuerve;*^ he is worthy of her, or a better 
Ship. My poor Soldier-officer (Lieutenant Pierson) wishes 
much to go with me ; if it be possible, pray indulge us. 

I am, &c. 

lion ATI o Nelson. 


Captain Charles Stuart: he was Posted in 170<;. 

® fiieuteiiaiU Sjdcer, Seeoud JJeutcnuni of tlio Af'ainonnion : he became a Po.st 
Captain in IsO’L 

” On the Isl of .Iiih', .-.ir .loljij Jervis wrote to Coininoilore Nolsoji: — “ I believe 
Captain llotham will dec ne I.a Miiierve, and Cuptaiii Coeklmrn shall, in that eaM-, 
ha\e her: She carries tli new builder to Ajueeio, who las promised me to fit her 
rtcll. 1 li(^ Admiral ut1 mI- ‘^Nhile the Ereneli exi reise the Mrivernnient <*t 
la Ahoni. ii is !i jok<‘ to .s pposeila Tu-sean Port, and yoi will of course act accord 
i*‘nlv. ] heiirfily V ,st, y I,c'ali!i, increase of Itunoiir, — Turkrr a Memoir nf' 
Kitrl AV. ViiH vuly voi. I. j). 1^7. 
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TO THOMAS POLLARD, ESQ., LEGHORN. 

[Autograph, iu the possession of John Luxford, Esq. J 

St. Tiorcnzo, June Tth, ITOG. 

Dear Pollard, 

Pray send Iloste^ by the Tartar or Diadem, the first Ship, 
or he may possibly lose his passage to England. I shall write 
you fully when it is settled, whether Agamemnon goes or not. 

Yours truly, 

Horatio Nelson, 

TO ADMIRAL SIR JOHN JERVIS, K.R. 

[Froin C'larko and M‘Arthnr, vol. i. ]>. 

Tiorenzo, June 4th, 1790. 

I feel highly flattered by your desire to have me continue to 
serve under your command, which I own would aflbrd me 
infinite satisfaction ; and I therefore beg leave to propose some 
measures that may still give me that pleasure. 

The first is, although the Agamemnon can certainly remain 
in this Country for the next three months, she must be in 
England before the winter. Another is, that if a Sixty-four is 
ordered to go, although Diadem is certainly in better plight 
than Agamemnon, yet in point of sailing she is much inferior. 
The third is, if you really think that the Admiralty \vill order 
my Flag to be hoisted in this country, that you would direct me 
to hoist my Pendant on board any Ship you judge proper. 
You will easily perceive, that my wishes to stay are sin- 
cere; were they not, after your kindness to me, 1 should be 
ungrateful. luue 

I am not, dear Sir, less anxious than yesterday, for having 
slept since my last letter : indeed, I cannot bear the thoughts 
of Icdiving your command. You have placed an unbounded 
confidence in me, and, I own, I feel that no exertion of mine 
has been wanting for a moment, to merit so great an honour. 

I am, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 

' Young Hoste linving Won attnokod by fr\rv, v»is placed by Captain Nelson 
under tlie cure of Mr. and Mrs. Colltird, for mIiosc kiuduesH lie cxiiresscd a deep 
sense of Rmlitude, in a letter (o his father, dated Leghorn, -)th June, 1790. Me- 
moirs of Captain ^ir William J/oste, >ol. . p. Mi* 
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TO ADiMlHAL SHI JOHN JERVIS, K.E. 

[From Clarke and M‘Artliur, vol. i. p. 

r)tli Juno, IT'.IO. 

Two (lays after we took the Vessel with Austrian troops on 
board, who had been made prisoners by the French, a Boat 
came off to Captain Cockbiirn, with a Genoese Master and 
the crew of the Vessel, and papers, to say, they were chartered 
by the Spanish Consul at Savona, to carry tlicse troops to 
Barcelona for the Swiss regiment. I have examined some of 
the Austrians, who assert, that they were marched by a guard 
to the Vessel, and, when on board, a person gave them thirty 
sous each, and told them they ^verc going to Spain, where 
they would find many of their comrades. The men declared 
it was against their inclination, and that they wished to return 
to their own service, or to serve with the English until there 
was an opportunity. Knowing, as I do, that the French abso- 
lutely sell them to the Spaniards,® I have no scruple in keeping 
them, to be sent back to their own sovereign ; and, if you, Sir, 
approve, I will discharge the Genoese vessel, and put the men, 
with Admiral Linzec’s permission, into the Mignonne. They 
want a change of apparel, and a bed each, which, if we get 
no work for, the German Government ought to provide: they 
are as fine healthy- looking men as I ever saw, the oldest of 
one hundred and fifty-two is thirty-four years of age. Until 
we have an opportunity of sending them to General Beaulieu, 
I think they would add to the strength of our Ships, five 


^ Sir JoJin Jervis tlms iuiligiisintly ulliulfil to these (lis^raeefiil proceeJiTJg'' in a 
Letter to Mr. Jackson, hjocretwy of Lcftiuiou at M’urin, ihited Victory, (Jf 'roiilon, 
l-^)th August, 1700: — 

“ From a Swiss dealer in Iniinau llosh, tlie demand made upon mo to deliver up 
JW Anstriun grenadiers, serving on hoard his M ijesfj’s I’lret under my ('omnuind, is 
natural enough; hut that a Spaniard, who is n ndde ereatnre, ‘should join in such u 
demand, 1 must confess a.stonislms me ; and 1 ca lonly aeconnt for it by tin* Chevalier 
( amano heijjg ignorant tijat ilie poi^sons in fjiu'stion weie prisoners of war in the 
last affair with (ieiieral llcaulieu, and are not leseriers, and they were most basely 
sold by *]ie Freinh Commissaries in the Westtu-n Jliviera of (Jenon, to the vile, 
crimps who recruit for the Foreign regiments in the ser\iee of Spain. It is high 
time a stop sliould he put to this uhomiiiable trafTn*, a million tiriics more disgraeefid 
than the Afi'iCan slav: rjade; and 1 triis^ the .strong rcmonstrancc.s iibont to be nnuh' 
by the Court of Vienna to the Court of Mu<ind Avill produca; the desired eflfcct.’’— 
Turkcrs Memoin of £^<rf /il. Vincent f vol. i. p. t^OI. 
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Ships, thirty each : this is submitted with deference to your 
better jiid^i^ment. As the Speedy is come in with one of our 
prizes, I take the liberty of sending her to receive your final 
directions. I have written so fully by the Egmont, which I 
hope will be with you to-morrow, that I shall not venture to 
urge my request — viz., that you would contrive that I may still 
serve with you. I may have been impertinent in suggesting 
so many ways, by which I might still remain ; but do not, Sir, 
imagine that I meant anything by my propositions, than what 
an anxious disposition pointed out. 

I am, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 

TO THE RIGHT HON. SIR GILBERT ELLIOT. 

[Autogrrti)li, ill tlic Minto Papers.] 

Dear Sir, Jime'oti., noG. 

I am sorry to say one of our Ordnance vessels foundered at 
.sea in ihc late western gale. Mr. Pollard will not .sell the 
ciirgo of the Brig till he knows what part your Excellency 
may please to order. I have just heard from Sir .John Jervis, 
who is in great spirits : eleven Sail of the Line in the outer 
Road,'' with eight Frigates, one other of the Line nearly ready, 
five in the Arsenal, fitting. The Admiral hopes for a glorious 
Naval campaign (his own words) — that is, hoping they will 
come out. 1 am ordered to hoist my Pendant in the Captain, 
74. Believe me ever, 

Your Excellency's most faithful, 

To hb E.xceUcucy tlie Vico-Roy. HoRATIO NeLSON. 


'ro THE RIGHT HON. SIR GILBERT ELLIOT. 

[AutograpL, in tin* Minto J'apcrs.] 

Sir, Agamemnou, lOtli Jime, 17UG, San Fioreuzo. 

Having here forty French prisoners on board the Diadem, 
one of my Squadron, I have to request your Excellency will 
be pleased to direct that they shall be received on shore. 

I have the honour to remain, &c. 

To his Excellency the Vicc-Roy. IIORATIO NeLSON. 


* Of Tonloi.. 
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TO THE RIGHT HON. SIR GILIJERT EJ.LIOI’. 


[ Autoginiili, ill the Miiito TaperH. About the 11th of June, 1<0G, ComnioJoi e 
Nelson left the Agiuncmnoii, iiiul hoisted his Distinguishing reiidunt in the Captain, 
of 74 guns.] 


Captain, June Thh, 1700. 


Dear Sir, 

I was honoured with your ExccHency^s letter this morning. 
By letters yesterday from the Admiral, he has directed me to 
carry all the Austrian soldiers to him. I ever feel proud of 
your Excellency’s good opinion, which on every occasion 
which may offer in future I shall endeavour to merit. With 
every kind wish for your health and happiness, believe me, 
Your Excellency’s most faithful 
and obedient Servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 


To his E.KCcllcncy the Vice-Roy. 


TO MRS. ni*:lson. 

I IToni Clarke ami M‘Arlhnr. vol. i. )). 

Captain, ai Sra, 10th Juno, l‘/!h.i. 

You will see, my dear Fanny, by tiie date of this letter, that 
I have at last left poor old Agamemnon. Wliethcr it is right 
or wrong, lime must determine. I have remained in a state 
of uncertainty for a w’eek: and had the Corn-ships, which 
were momentarily expected from Naples, arrived, 1 should liave 
sailed for England. The Admiral has on every occasion be- 
haved with the greatest attention to me: and if I am to serve, 
it is better I should serve in this Country, where I am known 
and respected, than to lake my chance of being sent Home, 
and ordered to another station. All Agamemnon’s Officers are 
changed,' except Suckling, and the Master, who has a wife and 
large family. Suckling wishes, as his elder brother is dead, to 
return : I do not believe any one person in the world has a 
better heart than he lia.s, or who would do more real good, il’ 
Providence ordains that he should be master of the Wooton 

* 'J lie following officers bciTed with Cajitnin NcIhou iu llic Captiiiii, from June 
iltli, 170ff ; — T.icu'.'ijaiits— r.iclmrd Dnltoii, I’etcr Spicer, JamcM Suininera, Janies 
Noble, Henry Compton, nnd Edward Beri-j'. Surgeon— Thomas Eshelby, Mailer 
— Philip Thomas.— CAi /7c ond McArthur, 
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estate. I have sent iny small present for you hy him, and also 
something for my father. What is become of George Tobin V 
He is a fine young man : it is a pity he has not got more 
forward. 

June lOtli, 17 


I have just left Sir John Jervis : the French are fitting, and, 
if Richery joins from Cadiz, they may come out : but we shall 
certainly beat them, if it pleases God to give us the opportu- 
nity. Indeed, the French say, they are Masters on shore, and 
the English at sea. The Pope has paid largely to save Rome : 
Naples, I suppose, must ])ay also. Both the Emperor, and 
Spain are trying which shall succeed with Naples — one for 
war, the other for peace. The Emperor must either di- 
rectly have 100,000 men in Italy, or makepeace; how that 
will alfect England, I know not. If we can make a good 
peace, I wish for it, but hope we shall not be so pusillanimous 
as to give up all our conquests. 

Yours, &c. 

Hon ATI o Nelson. 


'JO WILLIAM LOCKER, ESQ., LIEUTENAXT-GOVERXOR, 

0 R KEN W1 Cl 1 I lOS P IT A J.. 

[Autogiiipli, ill the Lockur Pupors.J 

Caiituiii, i\l Sea, Juno ‘iOtli, niH’t. 

iSIy dear Friend, 

For this last fortnight my destination has been so olteii 
changed, that I have been very uncertain whether I was to go 
home or stay. The Egmont, Captain ISutlon,® was under 
orders lor England with Admiral I..inzee’s flag on board,* and 
had carried the Convoy from Leghorn to C'orsica. At this 
time,, orders came out for a second-rate and the worst Ship ot 
tlie Line to go home with the Convoy : there could be no 
doubt but Agamemnon must be the Ship. Sir John, knowing 
Sutton’s anxiety to get home and the interest which had been 
made for that purpose, ordered me to St. Fiorenzo to take 

* Qiirry CrorRc Tubii), who wns nuuU* n Po'-t Cnplnin in April, ISO:.*. 

" AfterwRrds Admiral Sir John Snltoii, K.C.n, 

' Vice-Admiral Robert Liuzee * he died a i Admiral of llic Blue in September, 
INOL 
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Egniont, and Sutton to take my Ship, when, to my great asto- 
nishment, Sutton declined going home unless his Ship went, — 
the best conditioned and best manned of all who came first out 
of England. For more than a week Agamemnon stood for 
England, and had the Corn-ships, which were momentarily 
expected, arrived, I must have gone. However, when it was 
known in the Fleet, many wished to go, and the Captain 
of this Ship had the preference,^ he being in a very bad state 
of health. If I hoist my Flag here, the Goliah, I fancy, wdll 
be my Ship: she is new coppered, but, I fear, wretchedly 
niaiuied and worse ordered. However, the latter I don’t 
mind, if I have but good stud* to work upon. I have sent by Lieu- 
tenant Suckling, of Agamemnon, the quarter cask of Sherry. 
Pray write him a line what ho is to do with it: he intends at pre- 
sent to ask Mr. Delafons, who he knows is your acquaintance. I 
left Sir John yesterday, olFroulon, in good health and spirits: he 
most particularly desired me to make his kindest remembrances 
to you, and to say that he would write, but that I must say the 
truth, he had not a moment from writing. This Station is par- 
ticular for correspondence, for our Ministers at all the Italian 
Courts are ever wa-iting. Should the French come out, I am 
satisfied we should give a very good account of them. As to 
the news of the Armies, the French so far outnumber General 
Beaulieu, that he has been obliged to retreat into the Tyrol. 
Mantua is besieged, but we hope it will hold out a very long 
time. With kindest remembrances to every part of your 
family, believe me ever, 

Your most faithful, 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO THE REVEREM:) MR. iVELSON, IIILROROUGII. 
[Autograph, iu llu. Nelsuu 

at Sea, June 2Uth, ITSKi. 

My dear i3rother, 

Whilst you were absent on your tour, you had amusement 
in plenty, without iny writing; but long before this, I suppose 
you are tirriveU at Hi 1 borough to attend hay -harvest. 1 have 


^ Captain J. 8. Smitli. 
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been very near sailing for England. Captain Sutton, of the 
Kgmont, wishing to go home, the Admiral sent commissions 
for us to exchange Ships, taking for granted it was, of all things, 
what Captain Sutton wished ; but he declined, unless his own 
Ship went home. Till the present arrangement took place, I 
stood for England, and, had the Corn-ships arrived at St. 
Fiorenzo, from Naples, I must have sailed. The Admiral 
thinks I shall be ordered to hoist my Flag here, and wishes to 
keep me. If the Admiralty do order my Flag out, it is well 
done ; if not, it is ill done, for it will be near £500 out of my 
pocket. 

1 left the Fleet yesterday, oif Toulon, twelve Sail of 
the Line. The Enemy have eleven ready, and five or six 
fitting. I think it possible we shall get another battle with 
them; if so, I have little doubt of its being more successful 
than the others. Reports here are full of a Spanish war. If 
that should be the case, we shall probably draw towards 
Gibraltar, and receive large reinforcements. Our Corsican 
brethren have (at least, a great part of them) behaved so ill, 
that I hope our Ministry will have no scruple in leaving them 
most perfectly free and independent. The French have still a 
large Republican party in the Island, which take every op- 
{lortunity of making disturbances. As to the progress of the 
French in Italy, it has astonished me, not from the extra- 
oi dinary valour and good conduct of the French, but from the 
imbecility and fear of the Italian States. Poor General 
Beaulieu has never been reinforced, and is retreated into 
the Tyrol, with 14,000 men, the remains of his Army. Mantua 
is now besieging, but 1 dare say it will make a vigorous defence. 
The French have levied vast riches in Italy, and the Church 
is to pay dearly for his peace, even if they are so kind as to 
grant him one. Naples must do the same. I suppose Eng- 
land will be the last to make peace ; and whilst slie trusts to 
her Wooden Walls, she [will] bo more successful than any 
other Power. This has ever been proved, yet we continue 
blindly to be attached to an Army. 

If my l^'lag comes out, 1 shall most pvobably hoist it in the 
Goliah, as she is new coppered. In other respects, she is not 
so desirable as this Ship, for I hear she is wretchedly manned, 
and worse disciplined. The latter I don’t mind, if I have but 
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the stiilT to work upon. I have selected a Captain Miller® to be 
my Captain, about thirty-five years of age : in my opinion a 
most exceeding good Officer and worthy man. If we have a 
Spanish war, I shall yet hope to make something this war. At 
present, I believe I am worse that when I set out — I mean in 
point of riches, for if credit and honour in the service arc 
desirable, I have my full share. Opportunities have been fre- 
quently offered me, and I have never lost one of distinguishing 
myself, not only as a gallant man, but as having a head ; for, 
of the numerous plans I have laid, not one has failed, nor of 
opinions given, has one been in the event wrong. It is this 
latter which has perhaps established my character more than 
the others; and I hope to return in as good health as I set out 
with. Indeed, this Country agrees much better with my con- 
stitution than England, and I fear the cold damps of England. 

Genon, .Tiiiu! 

I can write no more; therefore must conclude with most 
kind remembrances to Mrs. Nelson, my Aunt, &c., &c., and 
believe me your most affectionate Brother, 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO THE FRENCH MINISTER AT GENOA. 

[From n Copy to Mrs. Nelsojj, on llic -itul of August, IHMi, in u Flatter 
priiitoil Ity Clark*’ ami M‘Arlhm-, vol, i. p. -TH. ! 

GonOii Mole, Ji’iinl June, 171.10. 

Generous Nations are above rendering any other damage 
to individuals than such as the known Laws of War prescribe. 
In a Vessel lately taken by my Squadron was found an wipe- 
rude full of clothes belonging to a General Officer of Artillery. 
I therefore send you the clothes as taken and .some papers 
which may be useful to the Officer, and have to request you 
will have the goodness to forward them . 

I am, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 


slij'Iit Iioli • or tills vrry gnllant Officer, with nil nceoiint of the siiipiihir 
ftcchleiit ilint deprived the Country of Iiis services, at the early nge of tliirty-^c>cii. 
will be found at the rm' of the Volume. Jl*fc Note R. 
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TO ADMIRAL SIR JOHN JERVIS, K.B. 

[From Cliuke and M‘Artlnir, vol. i. p. iiOL ] 

Genoa Mole, ‘2;ird .Inne, I'JOC. 

I came in here on Tuesday, and shall get to sea this day, when 
I shall lose no time in proceeding with the Meleager to Leg- 
horn, the situation of which is very critical. An additional 
treaty has been made between the King of Sardinia and the 
French ; it was signed at their head-quarters at Tortona, on 
the 17th of June. Oneglia and Loano are absolutely to be 
given up to the King of Sardinia, as are the other fortresses. 
The King, by constant guards, is to protect the baggage and 
stores of the French, who appear to want every man in Italy 
and have therefore made exactly the same terms with the 
Genoese, and declare that they will evacuate the whole 
Riviera. Re]H)rt says, General Rcaulieu has given the French 
a check, and that the ])easantry have killed full 15,000 men ; 
pray God it may be true. 

The complaints of the Genoese Government are so ridi- 
culous, that I hardly know what to say. Ifwc are to allow 
the free passage of the Enemy coastways, we arc useless. The 
best mode, in my oj'/mion, is to speak openly — that so long 
as the French are in po.s.session of batteries on the Coast, 
which /ire on our Shij)s, so long we shall consider it as an 
Enemy’s Coast, I have the pleasure to declare, our conduct 
has so completely alarmed the French, that all their Coasting 
trade is at an end ; even the Corvettes, Gun-boats, &c which 
were moored under the fortresses of Vado, have not thought 
themselves in security, but are all gone into Savona Mole, 
and have unbent their sails. 

I am, &c. 

Ho HATH) NkLSOM. 

TO ADMIRAL Sill JOHN JKRVIS, K.U. 

I Orijrinal, in the Ailmimlly.] 

Ciiptaiii, at St’n, June ‘Mth, 

Sir, 

Having yesterday received from Mr. Brame three Notes 
ftoin the Genoese Secretary of State to him, comphiining of 
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tlie conduct of Ilis Majesty’s S(juadi'oii under my orders, and 
which Mr. Brame has transmitted to Lord Grenville, one of 
his Majesty’s Principal Secretaries of State, without affording 
me an opportunity of refuting, or even explaining my conduct, 
a measure which I not only consider as more precipitate than 
is necessary, hut tending in a certain degree to injure my 
character, by the possibility of an impression lying on the 
mind of my Sovereign of my liaving acted wrong. 

Tile Complaints are, for a constant breach of the Neutrality 
of the Republic of Genoa; for firing on the Neutral territory ; 
for attacking and taking French Ships on the Coast; for 
searching and taking possession of Genoese Vessels, and ill- 
treating the Crews, as is particularly set forth in the Notes, 
dated May 28th, June 11th, and Ifith. 

I have no scruple in declaring that I liavc considered, do 
consider, and shall consider the Western Riviera of Genoa, 
whilst it is in possession of the French, and whilst it acts hos- 
tilely towards his Majesty’s* Squadron, as the (’oast of a de- 
clared Enemy. It is needless to enumerate the various acts 
of hostility committed on his Majesty’s 8qnadrom I do most 
solemnly declare that every Point, Town, and Bay from 
Savona to Ventimiglia has fired, and do continue to fire, with 
shot, on his Majesty’s Sliips whenever they approach the Coast; 
and this fact must be well known to the Serene Republic of 
Genoa, and that not one jdacc on the whole Coast from Savona 
to Ventimiglia is neutral for an English Ship. 

In answering particular complaints of ill treatment and of 
the searching Genoese vessels, I am perfectly ready to give 
every explanation in my power, for ill-treatment of crews of 
Vessels searched by his Majesty’s Ships is as contrary to his 
Majesty’s orders as it is to my duty as an Officer, or repugnant 
to my feelings as a gentleman. 

Jlie Note of IVIay 28th, states ill-treatment to a Greek 
Vessel under the Tower of Marini. 1 have made every in- 
quiry of every Ship of my Squadron, and all the (Japtains 
solemnly declare to me* that they know of no such circum- 
stance, or anything similar, in the smallest degree, to what is 
represented ; and I do firmly believe that the Vessel boarded 
and the crew ill-treated could not h.ave been by any of his 
Majesty’s Ships, and as the Vessel carried the tri-coloured 



JET, 37.] 


LETTERS. 


191 


Flag, it would have been but fair to conclude she was a French 
Vessel. The conduct as represented is so scandalous, that 
I ani assured no English ship-of-war ever did act in the 
smallest degree resembling it. No time is mentioned for this 
act having been committed, or I would state the exact situa- 
tion of every Ship in my Squadron on that day. 

The Note of June 11th, slates, firing at a Cienocse vessel 
under the guns of Castle Franco, at Finale, on the 7th of 
May, and that the same night the Boats of the Sliips boarded 
and took some Vessels out of the Hoad of Finale, and ill-treated 
the mariners and robbed the Vessels of money and clFects. I 
shall relate a plain tale, and declare on my honour to the truth 
of it : 

On the morning of May 7th, I made the signal for the 
Petcrel to chase a Ship in-shorc. On her getting near the 
Vessel, but at two or three gun-shots from the shore, she fired 
a shot to bring her to, which the Vessel not obeying, two or 
three more were fired. But the Vessel getting under the 
guns of the fortress of Finale, she fired no more. On her 
standing towards Finale, a battery on the western side of the 
Town fired many shot at the Pcterel, and Commodore Nelson 
was informed the next day that the battery which fired was in 
jiossession of the French, and that the Oovernor of Finale had 
sent to the battery requesting the French not to fire, as it 
miglit draw the fire of the English Squadron on the Town, 
hut to which the French paid no regard. 

In the evening of the same day, having chased some French 
Vessels into T.oano, the batteries of La Pictra opened on us; 
but I would not return a shot, although I knew the Town and 
battery to be in possession of the French, as it might injure 
innocent Cienocse, who could not, unless authorized by their 
Government, ])revcnl the French from erecting batteries, and 
firing on his Majesty’s Ships. In the night I sent my Boats to 
bring off [for] my examination, the \ esselsinthe Hoad of Finale, 
which they did without being discovered by the batteries; and 
next morning, the 8lh, finding them till Neutrals, I liberated 
the whole, four or five in number. 'Phe Master of the Felucca 
told me that he had lost a pair of ilver buckles, and that a keg 
of wine, of ten gallons, had been drunk : at the same time, he 
owned he could not say it was our seamen who took his buckles, 
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which he valued at forty livrcs. The keg of wine I oiFered to 
return to him, as it had been taken to refresh our people, but 
this he declined. U^ie Master breakfasted on board, and 
carried a Note from me to the Governor of Finale; and I 
declare, on my honour, that I heard no complaint whatever, 
except as above stated, and he appeared to me to leave the 
Ship perfectly contented. 

The next Note, dated June 16th, and which the Secretary 
declares shall be the last, which I am glad to licar, never 
having in any one case given the least cause for any complaint 
of my conduct. The Serene Government of Genoa may 
know, on inquiry, that so far from my conduct having been 
oppressive, it has been constantly marked by a forbearance 
and humanity never exceeded. 

I shall relate the plain matter of fact, and with so great a 
regard to truth, that I freely wish the case to be examined, 
and those who have been guilty of falsehood, stigmatized as 
they deserve. Nearly the whole facts, as stated by the Secre- 
tary, are false, as I am ready to prove by tlie declaration of the 
French Commander of the Convoy taken by me at 1/ Arena, 
delivered by Inin at Leghorn. 

On ]\Tay ?3Ist, between the hours of two and three in the 
afternoon, a h'rench vessel with her colours flying, then at 
anchor under the J’owcr of I/Arena, which had (lenoese 
colours hoisted, fired on his Majesty’s colours. I instantly 
directed the Squadron to anchor in L’ Arena, and to take the 
French vessels. In running in, a gun went off from the 
Agamemnon, by acciilent, but did not, I believe, go near the 
shore — certainly not near the Tower. The French vessels of 
war and the Squadron exchanged a few guns, when our Boats 
resolutely boarded the Enemy and took thiun. During this 
contest, to my astonishment, the Tower of L’ Arena opened a 
fire on his IMajesty’s Shij)s having their colours flying, it being 
notorious that the French commenced the attack; and, there- 
fore, had all the Coast been actually in the possession of the 
Genoitse, I had every reason to expect an exact Neutrality, 
and not that the Genoese fortress would have assisted the 
Enemies of Jaigland in their attack on his Majesty’s Ships, 
whicli I most solemnly declare they did. But such was my 
humanity and forbearance, that so far from returning the fire 
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to a fortress bearing the Genoese flag, and which had killed 
and wounded several of his Majesty's subjects, and fired 
tlirough the Agamemnon, that I patiently received the fire, 
and sent a Boat, with an Officer and a Flag, to ask the reason 
of their firing on the English colours, and that if the Governor 
continued to fire, I should most certainly return it. The Go- 
vernor’s answer to the Officer was, that he thought we had fired 
first, but now he knew it was the French, he should fire no 
more, and hoped I would not fire on the fortress or the Town, 
which I did not, although a heavy fire of musketry continued 
to be kept up on our Boats from the houses, and which it was 
in my power to have destroyed in ten minutes. 

These facts, most truly related, will shew who has real cause 
of complaint. I have confined myself to the subject of com- 
plaint in the tlirce Notes ; but I can bring forward, for almost 
every day, complaints of a nearly similar conduct, but (as I 
know the French are in actual possession of the whole Coast, 
although the Genoese arc allowed by them, for convenient 
reasons, I have no doubt, to have certain fortresses w'ith their 
colours flying on them) it is useless to mention them. The 
Serene Government will not, I am sure, say they can afford 
protection to any English Ship, in any Bay or Port on the 
C.Vuist, from Savona to ^'entiIniglia. 

I am, SvC. 

Horatio Nf.i.sox. 


TO A1):\1TRAL SIR JOHN JERVIS, K.R. 
fFron) (.'larko anJ M'Arlliur, vul. i. p. SOI.] 

Jniio, I'OO. 

My dear Sir, 

I send you, a full reply to the three complaints of the 
Genoese Secretary of State ; a copy of which I have also 
enclosed for Mr. Drake, that he may answer the Govern- 
ment of Genoa, if he tViinks it riglit. The Genoese can only 
make these complaints to please the French; but I cannot 
think it right, that w'e arc to lu; trailuced to please any 
Nation on ;artl,. j 

Horatio Nelson. 


VOL. n. 
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TO (apparently) nis excellency FRANCIS DRAKE, ESQ., 
IMINISTER AT GENOA. 

[Aiitoo^’apli, ill the Nelson Papers. Tho precise date of this Letter does not 
uppcfiv, hut it was prohahly written about this lime.] 

Captain Macnamara, of liis Majesty’s Ship Southampton, 
is, I understand, the Officer who took from the Village of 
Aranzano a Polacca sliip named [.s'/e], which he .sent into 
Vado Hay, and which immediately I ordered to be restored 
to her Master and Crew, on the principle that she was taken 
from the Neutral territory of the Republic of Genoa. 

The circumstances attending his taking the Tartan, or his 
reason for firing, I am totally ignorant of, as the Southampton 
is absent by orders from the Commander*in-Chief; but I shall, 
as soon as possible, transmit to Captain Macnamara the com- 
plaint made against his conduct at Aranzano, and shall desin* 
his reasons and account of the circumstances, which, so soon 
as I receive, I shall transmit to your T^xcellency. 

I am, kc, 

lIoRATio Nelson. 


TO ADMIRAL SIR JOHN JERVIS, K.B. 


[From Cliirko and McArthur, vol. j. p. ’.i'.IL] 

T.c|,diorn Rond'^, Juno ‘JSth, 

Sir, 

I made the best of my way to this place, as I wrote yon 
word from Genoa was my intention ; but from calms, and con- 
trary winds, it was yesterday morning before I anchored in the 
northern road of this Port. "J'lie French took possession of 
the Town about one o’clock, and immediately fired on tho 
Inconstant, and a Prize of Captain Hood’s, laden with timber, 
but without doing them any damage. The exertions of Cap- 
tain Fremantle^ must have been very great, for the Consul, 


('jiptaiii rn rnniiilt;'M (Rlicial Report (»f iiis proci’L-diu^'s wiis juihlishcd in Uif 
Lou<(( 11 (ia/f-ui: of tlic /f Aii;3'iisl, ]'<{)(». On tiimsinittiiig it. l«) tlu; Adiniralt}. 

Sir folni tlml «»f ilu; Rriiish Fnrtory with most of tin ir 

propeity, " ov. , I.;:' '• t'l nitjmruUehMl (‘xnlioiis ftf (.'iiptiiin Fitmuinth' ; eoiii 
Nt'Koii, owic/ In ctil uiid ligJil winds, iiol liuving iriuJu-d Leghorn RoikI ’ 
unti' tin* Enomy w.is in po.si swu,” 
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and Mr. Fonnerean tell me, that except bad debts, and the 
loss of furniture, nothing of any great consequence was left in the 
Town. I liear the Governor behaved with all the attention in 
his power to the English, by doubling the guards on the Mole 
to prevent them from being molested in getting out their 
Vessels; and, that when it was represented to him that ‘200 
bullocks and some bread were shipping for the English, his 
answer was, Leghorn is a free Port, and shall remain so, until 
I receive contrary orders from the Grand Duke. 

I have just detained a Fishing-boat from the Town: the 
troops entered at Porta Pisa, and marched through Via Grande 
to the Mole battery. General Buonaparte went to the palace 
ol the Grand ])ukc, and thence made a visit to the Governor, 
and took possession of the house of the English Consul. A 
French sentinel is mounted at the gates with a Tuscan. Ex- 
cept the French troops necessary for the batteries, the rest lie 
outside the Town, on the glacis ; for not one has a tent. The 
governor set off directly for Florence. I have written to say, 
that whatever may be their policy, in withholding a few vege- 
tables and fruit from me, yet that their Fishing-boats might safely 
go out as usual ; for we never wished to distress innocent inha- 
bitants. I intend remaining here for a day or two, in order 
to prevent any English ship from entering, until the news may 
spread about. It is then my intention to proceed to St. 
Fiorenzo, to get wine, wood, ike., and thence to go to Genoa. 
I find my Ship well manned, although not active. 

I am, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO THE right HON. SIR GILRERT ELLIOT. 

[Aulogrnpli, in the Minto Tapn^.] 

Caruiin, San Fiorenzo, .Inly 1st, liDO. 

Dear Sir, 

I know you must be anxious to hear what has been passing 
at Jx'ghorn, therefore I .send you information just as I received 
R, without form or order. You may depend Buonaparte^ is 
gone, and 1 hope on the account supposed, that General 

* NHstoii usually wiolo, Jiuona Porte. 

o ‘2 
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Beaulieu is reinforced. The English are under infinite obliga-- 
tions to Spannochi,® who is suffering for it. And to Captain 
Fremantle they are much obliged, for his great exertions in 
getting all their shipping out of the Mole. I will not say that 
any exertions of my own w'erc wanting to get to Leghorn 
sooner, for it was Thursday noon before we heard the rumour 
at Genoa, and it was the same day they knew it at Leghorn, 
when an express was sent to me. Calms prevented my arrival 
till the Monday morning ; fortunately, my assistance was not 
wanting, and it was to these (apparently to me unfortunate) 
calms that so much property was saved. So soon as I get a 
little provision and wood, which will be two days, I shall go 
over to Genoa, to inquire for letters and to hear the news, but 
pray keep this secret, or I shall be tormented with applications 
for passages, and I have as many on board as is convenient to 
me. Whatever commands or letters you may have, I shall 
take great care of them. From Genoa, I shall proceed directly 
to the Fleet, and I sincerely hope they may be induced to come 
out before they know of Buonaparte's retreat ; for I have no 
doubt but the destination of the French Army was Corsica, 
and it is natural to suppose their Fleet was to amuse ours 
whilst they cross from Leghorn. Ever believe me, dear Sir, 
Your Excellency’s most obliged and faithful servant, 

IIoitATio Nelsox. 

Ills ihe Vice Roy. 

r.S. Your Excellency may w’ish to send the Vanneau or 
Sardine to some place with your dispatches. I w ill order them 
to Bastia to receive your commands the moment I receive your 
wishes ; they are perfectly ready for sea. 

MEMORANDA. 

("riicloscd in tlif* jHXTcdinjr r.ettcr.] 

June 20th. — Sent and got a small Joshing-boat on board ; 
the crew w’ere much friglitcned, and said, if the French knew^ 

^ Governor of f.eghoni : lie Wfts n Xcapolium, uinl liiul comnnindod tlie Guiscunli, 
1. Bijoiifipartc’s eoi/iphiim lo llie Grand Duke of 'rusoKuy jigninsl Bpau lochi, 
utod on tliL- ‘i!Uli of .Iiino, 17!)0, for favoiiriiig the Kjigli>li, and in liis whole r ndiict 
i'pJoyiiig a dorddod liafrod agaiinf the Freneh, and tJie Grand Duke’s aiiswe 
iveii in the Aninud J^r</iflrr for lluit year. A very eurioiis English lette from 
ill! to I :i]tin.in Vollingwood, while Cnplain of the Giiihcardi, dated Ihth .hu 
■J i-- I'l iiit.’d in ibe CornspomU ncf nf' Lord CidlimjwotMl, ed. 1^:17, vol. i. p. R’- 
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they came on board an English Ship they would shoot them. 
They said the Governor went off to Florence yesterday after- 
noon, and that, except the cavalry, the French were laying on 
the glacis. I told the man, Giovanni Neri, not to be afraid, 
but to bring me information ; he had some letters, which he 
carried on shore, and several messages. 

June 29th. — About ten o’clock, Giovanni Neri, having been 
apparently fishing, came on board, witli an answer to the 
letter sent yesterday, and also to the several messages to dif- 
ferent people in the Town. He says the Governor was sent off 
as a prisoner, but for what reason he docs not know ; his wife 
and children were sent off this morning. More than 1000 of 
the inhabitants had quitted the place yesterday, but the French 
would allow nothing to pass the gates, and that they searched 
every Boat which comes out of the Mole. The French entered 
at Porta Pisa, passed through the great street to the Mole, 
when Buonaparte went to the palace of the Grand Duke, 
which was prepared for his reception, from thence he went 
with Mr. Bellvillo, the Consul, to the Governor, and from 
thence to the English Consul’s, where is the head quarters. 
The Municipality, last evening, ordered a general illumination. 
The French have been proving the muskets, and have taken 
possession of one largo store belonging to the English. A 
great number of troops arrived last evening and this morning ; 
they are many of them at St. Giacomo ; the whole Coast on 
both sides of Tx’ghorn is full of them. 

June oOth. — Giovanni Neri came on board at daylight, and 
Macevena (one of the people employed by Mr. Udney) with 
him. Last night, Buonaparte set off with all the Cavalry : it 
was reported General Beaulieu was reinforced, had marched 
towards Manteau, and that the troops from that Town had 
joined him. The troops which are at i.eghorn and on their 
march was 15,000 men, all but 3000 arc retiring ; the first act 
of the French was to shut the gates. Buonaparte, on his 
arrival at the Mole battery, told the Officer commanding there 
to fire on the English ; and, on the Ollicer saying he had no 
orders, he struck him on the breast, and called him a scoun- 
drel. The first order was, that if any communication was held 
with the English Shipping in the road, the people concerned 
Would be shot; the next was, diat every person who had or 
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knew of any effects belonging to the Englisii, aiul did not 
tlircctly reveal the same, would suffer death. An order was 
given for every house to deliver up their arms, and afterwards 
they were searched by the French soldiers. All spare mat- 
tresses were taken for the French soldiers, who live in the great 
street and sleep there, and it is ordered to be lighted every 
night; not a shop is opened, nor a thing brought to market, 
but the French help themselves. Yesterday, it was noticed 
that workmen would be wanted, but they would be regularly 
paid. The soldiers are promised to be new clothed at Leg- 
horn. The Grand Duke gave a dinner to Buonaparte, after 
which he asked the Grand Duke to send an Officer to shew him 
the nearest way to Home, and that he was going to join his 
Army at Osteria Bianca. On his arrival there, he told the 
Officer he might go back again, and immediately pushed on 
with the 4000 cavalry. It is also said that the Governor of 
Leghorn said, ‘I thought you came as friends, but I find you are 
enemies and, as that is the case, I wish to go to Florence.’ On 
this, Buonaparte called him a Neapolitan scoundrel, a macca- 
roni eater, &c. iJcc., and said, ‘ I will send you to Florence,’ 
which he did, as a prisoner. 

Commodore Nelson has given Giovanni Neri a certificate, 
and recommends him to the good offices of the English. 


TO THE EIGHT IlOxV. SIR GILBERT ELLIOT. 
j\utograpIi, ill llio Mimo TapiTs.j 

Ca]»liun, Hull hily ‘iml, !) p.m., 

Dear Sir, 

I3y the arrival of the Inconstant, I have received directions 
from the Admiral to blockade the Port of Leghorn, and to be 
aiding ajul assisting to your Excellency in preventing any 
attempts of the French on the Island of C’orsica, and in such 
other matters as you may wisl), and is in my power. 

You will give me credit, I am sure, for my fullest exertion 
in the execution of this duty, and that if, on every occasion, I 
do not cojnj)ly with all your wishes, that it is the want of the 
means, and ;i('t the want of inclination. 

Having promised this, I shall relate my present intentions, 
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which time and a variety of circumstances must occasionally 
alter. Blanche, I hope, is at Leghorn ; Meleager sails to- 
morrow morning ; at farthest, I shall sail on Monday morning, 
anti shall take Sardine with me. I purpose anchoring myself 
with Sardine in the northern road of Leghorn, and that two 
Ships shall always cruise to the southward of the Town, and to 
anchor all Vessels near me till I consider or receive farther 
directions about them ; the very sight of forty or fifty Sail 
must be mortifying to the French, and shew the Tuscans the 
happy ellccts of their rigid neutrality. Every day I intend to 
have a Vessc'l passing between Bastia and Leghorn to Genoa. 
You will of course direct the Vanneau and Rose to hold the 
communication with me; and should Convoy be wanted for 
Civita Vecchia, Gaeta, or Naples, I shall, if possible, furnish 
good ones. 

You will, I am sure, see the necessity of these Convoys being 
as seldom as possible, by a proper number of vessels being 
collected before the Convoy is desired : this will enable me 
better to attend to all the services. 

I shall send to Genoa directly on my arrival olf Leghorn. 
Believe me, dear Sir, 

Your Excellency’s most faithful and obedient Servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 

'to Ulc Vico-Uoy. 


J O TJIK JIIGIIT ilON. SIR (ilLBKRT ELLIOT. 
y.Vutograrli, in tlio Miiito Papers.] 

Captain, San I'iorciizo, July ‘Jiuf 1 0(5, 10 a.m. 

Dear Sir, 

I have this moment received your Excellency’s letter, and 
have given ordei*s to the Sardine and Vanneau to sail directly 
for Bastia, and having coinimmicalcd with you, to proceed, and 
watch such places as you think most likely for the embarka- 
tion to take place, and to pay the strictest, attention to every 
requisition and desire of your Excellency. '1 he way to C or- 
sica, il our Fleet is at haiul, is through Elba ; for it they once 
set foot on that Island, it is not all our Fleet can stop their 
passage to Corsica. Pray God. General Beaulieu may draw 
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them back again. IF \vc hail the troops, the possession oi’ 
Porto Ferrajo would be most desirable for us, I'hc moment 
I get the Speedy, I will send her on the same service as the 
Sardine and Vanneau. 

Believe me ever, your Excellency’s most faithful, 

Horatio Nelson. 

lliij Exeellcnry tlic Vice -Roy. 


TO AD.AIIRAL SIR JOHN JERVIS, K.IL 
[Origiinil, ill the Admiralty.] 

(.’iilttaln. Sail Fiorciizo, .Lily -Inl, 

8ir, 

Yesterday evening, by the Inconstant, I was honoured with 
your order for the blockade of I^cghorn, and for rendering 
every assistance to the Vice-lloy for preventing the Enemy 
from landing in the Island of Corsica, all which I shall attend 
to in the strictest manner, having sent Meleager with the 
Convoy, and the Pdanchc, I take for granted, will lay off the 
Port. I have sent IMelcager with orders for the blockatle, and 
shall sail, if possible, to-morrow' myself, with the Sardine. 

I wish much to liave your ideas of the blockade, as the one 
we had of Genoa was of little consefpicnce. The Vessels were 
told, ‘ you must not enter Genoa,’ but the first night or brisk 
wind never failed to carry them in ; ami if w o stopped them, 
it only became an cxj)ense, for which Mr. Udney* has not 
been paid. My pre.scnt intention is to anchor with Captain 
and Sardine (which is not fit to cruise, for want of men) in 
the northern Hoad, to keep two Frigates cruising to the south- 
ward of the Town, and to anchor all Vessels bound to Leg- 
horn near me, or see that they steer clear of the Port. I am 
this day equipping the French Gun-boat No. P2, which I in- 
tend ahvays to have near me. 8he carries one eighteen 
pounder in her bows: she will, of course, be very useful. I 
intend to have her valued to-morrow niorninic. The Ketch ol 
three eightecii pounders I have not lately heard of, but 1 
have not much fear for her safety. She shall be valued wlicii 


' I'lic Consul at Leghorn. 
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I get Iiei*. I mean, not only to prevent all \^c.ssels from enter- 
ing, blit also from sailing, giving them notice that they shall 
not sail without coining on board me for permission and ex- 
amination. This will lower the French, and raise us in the 
opinion of the Leghornese. 

I shall keep a constant communication with Genoa, and 
shall write Mr. Brame to notify to the Serene Government 
and to all the Consuls that Leghorn is blockaded, and that 
all Vessels attempting to enter will be fired on. I have 
written the Vice-Hoy, and send you a copy of my letter. Be- 
lieve, Sir, nothing shall be wanting on my part to do every- 
thing possible to distress the French. The possession of Porto 
Ferrajo may be desirable for us, but I trust General Beau- 
lieu will yet give a good account of these marauders. 

This moment I have received your letters by the Sincere 
respecting bullocks. Mr. Ilcatly,*^ also, has just been with 
me. He has had a conversation with the Vice-Roy about 
them ; and the issue is, that Mr. Littledale is going in the 
Sincere to look out on the coast of Rome and Naples, and 
having found them, Transports are then to be sent. The 
Vico-Roy has not written to me on the subject of the Packets 
for Barcelona ; but I most perfectly agree with you that four 
are better than two, l)ut the impression of a very close blockaile 
of Leghorn for a fortnight, may have the happy effect of 
rousing the inhabitants. I shall not fail to sow as much in- 
veteracy against the French as is possible. From Turin is 
the only place we can expect news of either Army, England, or 
France. Therefore, I must keep something of force every 
week to go to Genoa, and I shall not tail to communicate 
everything to you. Jn point of force I want but little, but in 
point of numbers, you will see, more than probably can be 
spared from other services. The northern passage and the 
southern must be guarded, and the more I can anchor in 
sight of the place, the more effect it will have, for it we send 
them directly away, the loss of trade will not be so conspicuous 
to the lower class, and it is from them I hope an insurrection. 

Lord Garlies,^ by the suggestion of the Vice-Roy, stopped 

* Agrnt Vicfnnilpr (o llio Navy. 

^ Ca]>(ui)i of the Lively frigate. He .'iui i eeded as (jth Earl of Galloway ill It’OO, 
Mill died Rii Admiral of the Blue and Iv. I in 1{S34. 



202 


LETTERS. 


07 %. 


the SoLitlmiipton’s departure for GibnilUin I most perfectly 
agree in the propriety of the measure, lor several Ships will 
want convoy to Gibraltar, and numbers of French emigrants 
passages in the Transports; therefore, Captain Maciuimara'‘ 
waits your further orders. An application will also, I hear, 
be sent you for a Convoy to Naples. The Ships are not quite 
ready, and I wish that all vessels bound that way may take 
the same Convoy. 

I sent you a daily report from Leghorn, by the Comet. It 
is natural to suppose that if any one man comes oil’ expressly 
to give us information, he will expect to be paiil. I paid him 
for the day he came to me. I pray God for good news from 
Beaulieu, then all will be well. 

I have only to hope, that when it is reduced almost to a 
certainty that Mr. Martin^ means to give you a meeting, that 
I may be called to assist at the ceremony. Ever believe me, 
Sir, with the greatest respect, 

Your most faithful servant, 

IIoitATio Nelson. 

How much pleased 1 am with Colonel Graham’s letter.'^ It 
is owing clearly to the Navy that the Siege of Mantua is raised. 


TO DAVID hi: ATDY, ESQ. 


i From !i Copy in llic Nelson Tapfi-s. Mr. Heutly was Agent Viciualler lo ihc 
Na\y ill Lorhicii.j 

Cui'iJUJi, Sun Fioronzo, .Inlv lili, 17 '.hi, 

Sir, 

As the Vice- Roy has desired a passage and every accommo- 
dation to Mr. Gouthier and his family, it is necessary that they 


* Cnplain Jiimos AiuciiuiiKirn. of ilio Soiillunnjilon, of .’li guns. 'I’liis galliiut 
ofFici-r oblniiifd an unoiniubic n lrbrity IVoni lia\ing killt d C'oloiirl Montgomory in 
a (liiol, in April At Jiis trial, Lord Nelson lion* strong lostiniony to liis 

umiuldo disposition uiul liououraldi* cli<iracl“r. Ho died a Ivour Admind of the Led 
oarly in 1S0(). 

® Vi(jo-Admirn) Martin, Cotninandor nf tbo I'lviu li I'loot in Toulon. Ho o<uu- 
niantlod tlio EneniV.s Floot in tin; Ai'tion.s >\itli Admirnl Hoiliain of tlio Idtli mid 
Hill of xM arch, and oftho Idili of .Lily, liDA. 

” riio Siogr of WHS lot raisod until tlio dOtli of July. Hoo ('(doiul 

(jraliani s (aft* rwruds Lord Lynodooii) llispatoli, dated “ Hoad-Qnurtors of Fiold 
-Marsluil Wui’insoi s Aiiny, V idlogio, Ut August, 170ti,’' atinomicing tUat event, in 
the Lf'itdoit (JnzKih: o[ tUc ‘iUh of August, 171)0. 
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should be victualled for their passage to Gibraltar ; therefore, 
I send you a copy of the Vice- Key’s letter to Captain Craven. 
If you have any doubts of the j)ropriety of victualling them for 
their passage to Gibraltar, I must refer you to the Vice-Roy 
for the intention of his letter. 

I am, Sir, &c, 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO JJIE RIGHT HON. SIR GILJJKRT ELLIOT. 

[ Aiitogrnpli, ill the Miiito Tapers.] 

Captain, Sail Fiorciizo, July Otli, 17110, la a.m. 

Dear Sir, 

Captain Fremantle has this moment given me your letter of 
yeslerdiiy’.s dtite. I have wrote to the Admiral for more precise 
instnictions as to the blockade, and have pointed out the in- 
utility of such a blockade as that of Clenoa. I have a letter 
icady to send to Mr. Brame, desiring him to acqntiint the 
Serene Government of Genoa that Leghorn is blockaded, and, 
of course, that no Vessel will be permitted to enter that Port ; 
and, should they attempt it, they will be fired upon. I have 
desired the same commiinication to all tlie Foreign ^Ministers 
and Consuls residing in that City. Respecting the Tartan 
fishermen from lA*gliorn, I mean not to molest them, at least for 
the present ; they will give us frequent communication with the 
To*vn, and will mark our good will to the inhabitants, which I 
sliail, in scraps of paper, always send amongst them, and of rny 
readiness to assist them in liberating Leghorn from its present 
tyrannical Rulers. 

As you have had the goodness to tell me of your Regulations 
for the Corsican Privateers, I shall make my observations on 
them freely, 'i'hc first Article, (till we can, by post from 
the Coast, make known the determination by a letter to all 
the Foreign Consuls at Leghorn, some of which will doubtless 
get safe, and desire each to signify the contents,) maybe thought 
as hard ; it miglit be altered ‘ to be brought into Bastia, for the 
consideration of the Vice- Roy,’ kc. 

lo the 2nd Article, 1 agree* most fully is proper. 

3rd. — Is it not meant to ma* e prize of provisions going to 
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Lcgliorii ? I slioukl think this as necessary as any other stores, 
for the provisions cannot be for tlie inhabitants. 

4th. — The time of the 20th of the month appears sufficient, 
but this to be judged by yourself; and 

To the last I agree most perfectly. If two or more Corsican 
Privateers join me, I agree, and am sure none of my Squadron 
will differ from me ; whilst they remain under my orders, each 
Vessel shall share alike, that is, if I have six Vessels and the 
Corsicans two, they shall share one quarter; and if more or 
less, the same proportion. 

I will immediately, on my arrival off* Leghorn, send you an 
account of the Vessels I have, and what Convoy I can order 
for Naples; only let the Vessels be ready the moment the Ships 
of war come to Fiorenzo. 

I shall add to my letter to Mr. Brame, that all Vessels, after 
this notice, which sail from Leghorn, will be made prize of; 
and also, that no Vessel will be suffered to pass inside the 
Mel ora. 

The wind, yesterday, was a hurricane. We have been 
under sail, but are obliged to anchor again. 

Believe me ever. Dear Sir, 

Your Excellences most obedient servant, 

IIonA'i’io Nklson. 

ilis Excellency tlic Vice -Hoy. 


TO THE lUGIIT HON. SIR GIEREUT ELLIOJ'. 


Autograph, in the Alinto Tapn-'^.j 


Dear Sir, 


Captain, San Eiorenzo, .Inly l iiMC 


It blows such a storm of wind that I cannot yet get out ; I 
hope it will moderate in the morning. 

I shall send your bills to Genoa by some Frigate, as soon a.s 
possible. By letters from the Admiral, of old date, received 
last night, brought by Sincere, he desires me to concert with 
your Excellency the arrangement of the Packets to Barcelona. 
I take for granted the Admiral has wrote fully to your Ex- 
cellency on the subject. Whenever you please to desire my 
opinion in any matters, you will believe I shall give the 
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openest opinion. I feel every day more and more honoured 
by the confidence of Sir John Jervis in my conduct, and it will 
ever be my study to deserve the continuance of his and your 
good opinion. Being, with the greatest respect. 

Your Excellency’s most faithful, 

Horatio Nelson. 

Ills Excolloiicy the Vice-Roy. 

If your Excellency has an opportunity, I beg you will send 
my letter to Mr. Drake. 


extract of a lf;iter from commodore nelson to 

ADMIRAL SIR JOHN JERVIS, K.R. 

[Inclosed in a Letter from Sir John Jervis to Kvau Nepean, Esq., dated “Victory, 
olVTonlon, ‘J‘Ind .Inly, now in the Admiralty.] 

f)th July, I7i)0. 

Herewith I send you the valuation of the small Gun-boat. 
No. 12," as she will be much w'anted in the Road of Leghorn. 
It is clear she is not over-valued, for she is almost new. The 
brass guns and swivels are only considered as old brass. 


TO JOSEPH BRAME, ESQ., HIS MAJESTY’S (^ONSUL AT GENOA. 


n/rom a Copy in the Adinirahy, and original Draught, in the NeUon Papers.] 

Captain, at Sea, Julv 0th, 1100. 

Sir, 

Being ordered to blockade the Port of Leghorn, I liavc to 
desire that you will ofiicially inform the Government of Genoa, 
and all the Foreign Ministers and Consuls, that the Port of 
Leghorn is in a slate of blockade, and that any Vessels which 
may , clear out from Genoa for Leghorn, or attempt to enter 
it after this public declaration, which I desire you will give in 
its fullest force and form, will be made Prizes of, or fired on, 
and sunk, as circumstances may make proper; and you w'ill also 
signify, that the entry of the Road, which includes the space 
inside the Melora, will be considered as the Port of Leghorn. 
The Genoese Government will of course make this known to 


^ Vide p. 17 , ante. 
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all the Towns in the Riveira of Genoa, as you will write to all 
your Vice-Consuls, from Port Especia to Ventimiglia. 

I luive also further to desire that you will acquaint the 
Government of Genoa, and all the Foreign Ministers and 
Consuls, that no Vessel will be permitted to leave the Port of 
Leghorn until it is delivered from the hands of its present 
tyrannical Rulers, and restored to its legal Government; and 
you will desire the several parties mentioned to write to their 
Consuls at Leghorn of this my determination. And as I 
think it lionourable to make known tliis determination, that 
no person may plead ignorance, so it will be credited, if my 
character is known, that this blockade will he attended to with 
a degree of rigour unexampled in the present war. 

I am, 8ir, 

Your obedient servant, 

Horatio Nklson. 


TO THE CONSfTLS OF THE DIFFERENT NATIONS AT I.EGIIORN. 

[From ft Copy in tlio Admiralty, and the orif,nual Draught in iho Nhdson Tapers. ] 
His Rritannic Majesty’s Ship Captain, oft’ l.cghoni, July <th, 

Sir, 

I have to acquaint you that no Vessel will he permitted to 
enter or leave the Port of Leghorn till it is restored to its legal 
Government. I heg leave to recommend that all Ships should 
he taken from the Road into the Mole, as it may prevent dis- 
agreeable consequences. 

I have the honour to he. Sir, 

With great respect, your most obedient servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 

10 the right HON. SIR GILBERT ELLIOT. 

r prom a Copy, in the Nchon J’apcrs.] 

Captain, oflf Torto Ferrujo, Jjily 0th, ITJft. 

Sir, 

Although I sav/ the Inconstant weigh anchor from Fioren/th 
on Wednesday evening, and also saw her off Cape Corse on 
the next morning, when, Captain F remaiitle writes me, he madn 
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the Captain’s signal to come witliin hail, which I did not sec, 
nor if I had, slioiild I have believed it could have been made to 
me, as the Inconstant did not make any effort to speak me. 
Thus I pursued iny route off* I..cghorn, without being informed 
wliat was your Excellency’s intention. 

Yesterday morning, at seven o’clock, I received your letter, 
and having dispatched the Meleager to Genoa, for information, 
and directed Captain Sawyer to pursue the proper methods 
for the effectual blockade of Leghorn, taking under his 
direction the Sardine, T.c Genie, and a Gun-boat I fitted out 
at San Eioronzo, I proceeded, with the Pcterel, off* this place, 
where I arrived last night, and sent in a Boat to examine if the 
Erench or English had possession. We found the South- 
ampton there. This morning, I saw the Convoy to the west- 
ward, and the Inconstant is making sail to join me ; therefore 
I have only to assure your Excellency that every effort of mine 
shall be used to fulfd your intentions, when I know them, 
being, with the greatest respect. 

Your most obedient servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 

Ills I’xcelloncy tlio Vicc*Koy. 

I send you a copy of my letter to Mr, Brame, and also to the 
IV)reign Consuls at Leghorn. 


ro ADxMIFxAL .SIR JOHN JERVIS, K.13. 

[ From a Copy, in tlm Nolsoii Papri’s.] 

Capinin, oft’ Porto Forrajo, .Inly Otl), 170(5. 

Sir, 

It was yesterday, at seven in the morning, I received the 
Vice-Uoy’s letter, acquainting me of his intention to possess 
Porto Eerrajo,*^ then close off the JMelora. I instantly dis- 


” Sir Ciilbovt Elliot' si reasons for laUinj^ possession of Porto Ferrajo in tlic Islniul 
of Elba, are fully sbewn by bis Letter to tbo Governor of that place, ilated Bastia, 
btb .Inly, i;!)(!;l- 

“ Sir, — The Frencb troops have taken p«)ssession of the City of Leghorn, ilic cannon 
of the fortn-sses bavt? been ilireeteil agsJnsi Sliips of the King, in the Road, and 
the properly of bis Majesty’s subjects at L '•born luis been violated, notwitbslanding 
tlie neutrality of His Royal lUgioioss the G and Duke of Tuscany, and the reiterated 
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patched the Meleager to Genoa, with niy letters, the one to 
Mr. Brame, and to the Foreign Consuls at Leghorn. I inclose 
copies, and directed Captain Cockburn to remain in tliat Port 
forty-eight hours, in order to receive all the information which 
is to be collected. 

Tlie Blanche, Sardine, Le Genie, a Gun-boat, and two 
Corsican privateers, I left, to continue the blockade of Leghorn, 
and proceeded, with the Peterel, olF this place, where I arrived 
last night. The Convoy liove in sight this morning, and the 
Inconstant is working up to join me. In the night I sent a 
boat into Porto Ferrajo, where they found his Majesty’s Ship 
Southampton. j 

IIoRATK) Nelson. 

TO ADMIRAL SIR JOHN JERVIS, K.IL 
[From “ Tlic Loiuloii Gazottf,” of tlie ‘iOih of llOli.! 

(.’iiptaiu, Porto Ft rriijo, lOtli .Inly, 17!)l). 

Sir, 

I have the pleasure to inform you, that the IVoops under tlio 
command of Major Duncan took possession of the Forts and 
Town of Porto Ferrajo, this day, at ten o’clock. On my joining 
the Convoy from Bastia, yesterday forenoon. Major Duncan 
having done me favour to come on board, we concerted on the 
most proper methods for speedily executing the Vice- Roy’s 
instructions to the Major. The Troops were landed last night, 
about a mile to the westward of the Town, under the direcli{)Ji 
of Captain Stuart, of the Peterel ; and the Major immediately 

protf'.'itiUious of the Frencli to re.‘ipeet it. Tliere likewis#? rea.^oii to heli(;\e. tluit 
the Fi'Ciieh ha\e tlir .same design upon tin* fotress of Ihoto l‘Vrnijo, hoping Iiy stn ii 
means to fueiliiale the designs whieli the\ meditate agiiinsl the Kingdom of Torsii a. 
Tliese eireumstanees have determined ns to jn-eveut the jdans of tlif^ Fiirmies of the 
King, ^^hi(:]^ are e(jnully hostile to Iji.s Royal 1 liglnu*''';, hy placing at P(<rtf) I'enajo 
a guirison { apiihle (d‘ defending that place, onr onl_\ intention being to p^•^ent llial 
fortn ss, and tin; whole of the Island of F.lha, from heijig taken jmssession of 1*> the 
Frenci). We invite and request yon, Sir, to receive the trooj).s of his Majesty \n liidi 
v\ill a])pear before the place, under the following eonditif>n.s.” — Aec<n’ding to thc' • 
conditions, I’oito Ferrajo and if.s dependeiu ies were (o remain under the governmei'i 
of the (L and l)i;i.c* aud a solemn promise was given, that llie troops should letin . 
and the ])hice be y.o>toml, at thc peace.— Jiri/isti r, vul, xxxviii. “ • 

Pppers’’ p. Jd-h 
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niarchcd close to the gate on the west side, and at five 
o’clock this morning sent in to the Governor the Vice- Roy’s 
letter, containing the terms which would be granted to the 
Town, and gave him two hours for the answer. At half-past 
five I came on shore, when we received a message from the 
Governor, desiring one hour more to consult with the principal 
inhabitants. We took this opportunity to assure the Tuscan 
inhabitants, that they should receive no injury whatever in 
their persons or property. 

Having ordered the Ships into the harbour, to their several 
stations, before appointed, the Major and myself determined, 
should the terms offered be rejected, to instantly open the fire 
of the Ships, and to storm the place, on every point from the 
land and sea. 'J'hc harmony and good understanding between 
the Army and Navy employed on this occasion, will I trust be 
a farther proof of what may be effected by the hearty co-ope- 
ration of the two services. 

I cannot conclude without expressing my fullest approbation 
of the zeal and good conduct of every C'aptain, Officer, and 
Man in the Squadron ; and also, that during the time I was 
necessarily employed on shore, that my First Lieutenant, 
FAlward Berry, commanded the Ship, and placed her opposite 
the grand bastion, within Iialf-pistol shot ; and in such a manner 
as could not have failed, had we opened our fire, to produce 
the greatest effect. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 

N. B. The Place is mounted with one hundred pieces of 
cannon and garrisoned by 400 Regulars, besides IMilitia. 

Sllirs’ NAMES. 

Captain, 74 guns. 

Inconstant, 36 guns. Captain Fremantle. 

Flora, 36 guns, Captain Middleton. 

Southampton, 32 guns, Captain Macnamara. 

Pcterel, l(i guns, Captain Stuart. 

Vanneau, Brig, laeutenanl Gourly. 

Rose, Cutter, Lieutenant Walker. 
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TO THE RIGHT HON. SIR GILBERT ELLIOT. 

[From a Copy, in the Nelson Papers.] 

Captain, Porto Ferrujo, July lOtli, 170(5. 

Sir, 

I am happy in congratulating your Excellency on the suc- 
cess of your plan for the possessing ourselves of the Forts and 
town of Porto Ferrajo. The perfect harmony and good un- 
derstanding subsisting between Major Duncan' and myself 
would not, I trust, have failed to gain the posses.sion of this in- 
valuable post and harbour, even had the handsome terms offered 
by your Excellency been rejected. Major Duncan, than whom 
his Majesty has not a more zealous Officer, will detail to your 
Excellency his proceedings. I have the honour to be, with 
the greatest respect, 

Your Excellency’s most faithful and obedient servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 

His Excellency the Vice- Roy. 


TO im EXCELLENCY THE HON. IVILLIAM F. WYNDHAIM. 


' From a Copy, in the Nelson Papers. 1 


8ir, 


('nplain, Porto Ferrajo, .luly Illli, J7!)(5. 


I have the pleasure to inform you that the King’s troops 
took possession of this place yesterday forenoon. This mea- 
sure was judged expedient, in order to prevent tlic FrciK'li 
from possessing it, and thereby liavc an easy access to 
Corsica. 

The Governor of this place (for except the guarding the 
fortifications all is left as before) sends off a letter for the 
Grand Duke to-morrow moruiug, and of course he will send 
copies of the Vice-Roy’s letter to him; and also, of all the 
letters and declarations wdiich have passed between him and 
Major Duncan, and myself. You will credit, Sir, that the 
utmost attention will be paid to the declarations, &c., and I 
trust that tlic Tuscan subjects will feel that protection by 
the assistance of his Majesty’s forces by sea and land, whicli 
will give an increase to their happiness. The inhabitants 


' Vide, vol. i. p. ‘37 :5. 
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seem sensible of tlie great difference between their situation 
and that of the unfortunate Livornese ; and happy, indeed, 
shall I be, to see the necessity of withdrawing our Troops when 
the Enemies of all Italy shall be driven out of it, and all the 
Dominions of his Royal Highness restored to the tranquillity 
experienced before the flagrant breach of faith in the TTench. 

All is not only quiet, but as the Vice-Roy expresses him- 
self, better than quiet in Corsica. 

I am honoured with the direction of the blockade of Leg- 
horn. I have already granted permission to several persons 
to bring their Vessels to Porto Eerrajo, to trade from hence to 
any neutral Country they please. 

I am, Sir, with the greatest respect, 

Your most obedient and very humble servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO ADMIRAI, SIR JOHN JERVIS, K.B. 

TTrom n Copy, in the Nelson rnpers.'; 

(.'iiptiiin, oft’ Leghorn, July loih, 170(1. 

Dear Sir, 

I send Meleager to Rastia, lo tell the Vice- Roy all the 
Genoese news, and also to take with him all the letters and 
papers I have received, which the Vice- Roy will forward to 
you so soon as road. 1 may congratulate you on the soreness 
which the French feel for your strict blockade of the Port of 
'Jhiilon. We liave fairly got to be masters irom one cud ot 
the Coast to the other. I wish Goverinnenl had given you full 
answers about stopping corn and merchandise going to France. 
It is on this point the French Minister lays his stress. W e 
feel much b}^ not having a Minister at Genoa at this particular 
time, that Government not luiving the smallest notice taken ot 
their complaints, although they'^ must know they are without 
foundation. I intend to go to Genoa so soon as Meleager 
returns, and 1 have wrote to the Vico- Roy for his advice 
re.specting my making a visit to the Doge, and ot introducing 
the subject matters of complaint, and ot assuring him ot our 
respect for the real independence of Genoa ; and that I have 
declared to Mr. Drake, that whilst the French are in possession 

p 2 
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of the western lUvieva of Genoa, and act Iiostilely against the 
English, I should considei* it the Coast of an Enemy. 

Wc cannot get rid of the stoppage of provisions going to 
France. As to the rest, I can say, on paper and by mouth, 
some soothing things to the Doge ; and as to a breach of the 
rights of Nations, the French have the whole coast fortified, 
and tlieir present breach of all honour and faith, by the cruel 
invasion of Tuscany. 

General Wurmser,^ you will sec, commands the Army. 
They have beat the French near Mantua: not less than 
10,000 have been killed or taken. On the Rhine, and with 
the Prince of Conde’s Army, where is Louis the Eighteenth, 
all is victorious: not less than 40,000 French have been 
destroyed — their Army is annihilated. 

Jourdan writes, he cannot stop without reinforcements till 
he gets to the gates of Paris. The Prince Charles has behaved 
with great resolution and conduct, and gained immortal 
honour: he was everywhere. 

I shall make the minds of the English easy, at Genoa, by 
assuring them I shall come to their hel}) whenever they are 
ready to embark, but that we have not Shipping to embark 
their effects. If they please, they may send to Fiorenzo and 
have any jMcrchantmen, l)ut not a IVansport can be spared. 

Four p.:\r. — I am just anchored in Leghorn Roads. I have 
had a Fishing-boat on board. All quiet at Leghorn. 

Yesterday, the Tree of Liberty was planted in great form, 
and the Goddess of Liberty was carried in great procession ; 
2500 Troops in the place. I have not yet had an opportunity 
of having the Genie valued : she is at present chasing to the 
southward. The Sardine cannot move in light airs, she is so 
very foul ; and, to say the truth, she has not men to manage 
her, although I am sure Captain Killwick^ does all in his power. 
Believe me, dear Sir, 

With the greatest respect. 

Your most faithful and obedient humble servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 

As Sardine is also to the southward, I cannot send his state 
and condition. 

^ Fiold-Marfilml Wumser, a veteran tlion in liis eightieth year, snccceded General 
Reanlieu in ihe command of the Austrian Army. 

^ viipunn Jidward Ivillwick: he was Posted in 1707, and died before IHU‘2. 
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TO THE RICiliT liON. SfR GILBERT ELLJOT. 

[Autogi'npli, ill the Miiito rapers.] 

Captain, off Leghorn, July loth, 

Dear Sir, 

I send die Meleager, that Captain Cockburn may tell you 
all the news from Genoa, and also Mr. Trevor’s,^ Mr. Branie’s, 
and every paper I have received, which you will be so good as 
to forward to the Admiral, when read. On the subject of Mr. 
Fairponlt’s Note, I wish very much for your advice. We feel 
the loss of having no Minister at Genoa : our Consul has no 
power to answer these Notes, of cither the Genoese Secretary 
of State, or to refute the infamous lies which are fabricated by 
the French Minister to irritate the Genoese against us. It 
is certainly notorious that w'c endeavour to stop all intercourse 
between Genoa and France, and here it is the French Minister 
lays his stress ; and at the same time gives out that the British 
stop all Vessels belonging to the Genoese, to whatever place 
they may be bound. By the innucncc, or rather fear of the 
French, the Genoese Government have made several of the 
most frivolous complaints of the breach of neutrality in the 
Western Riviera. I have answered all the notes, and I hope 
they will reach iNIr. Drake. Duplicates I sent to request you 
to forward, when I w'as last at St. Fiorenzo, but in the mean- 
time the Genoese get no answ’cr whatever ; this they must 
feel, and the French are making the most of it. 

I mean to go to Genoa so soon as Cockburn returns to me, 
and I will visit the Doge, and tell him that I have received the 
various Notes sent to INlr. Brame, and have answered them all ; 
that the facts are cither totally false, or so much misstated, that 
they bear not the smallest resemblance of truth ; that I have 


S\ppnren1Iy tlio leltt'r from Mr. 'J’revor, (tuov in (lu‘ Xrlsoii dated 

June -■{(), 1 <!)({, M'lierciii, aflrr acknowledging (he receipt of Cminnudon' Xelson’s 
Iclirr of llie ^i'2nd of tliat luontli, and promising to soihI liiin llie earliest iiolirr lie 
niiglit rcceivo of his promotion: “on which event," Mr. Trevor said, he shonhl 
“drink with equal zeal and conHdcn.ee to the Admiral ol the Van,” he asked XeNon’s 
oiiiiiioii “as to the /’.r/^'n/ of the ineonvenience wlmdi the loss ol the Port of .Leglioiii 
will he to his Majesty’s Tleet, and to our esiahlislnnent in that nirsrd Corsica;" and 
'Yarned the Vierroy against some “./on/ pl'iif in that Island. lUr. Trevor added — 
“ Koine is said lo have bought a peaee. X iples is mid\ing her s al Basle, and the 
innpei'or trying to make the best he cmui." 
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declared to Mr. Drake, that whilst the French are in possession 
of the Western Riviera, and act bostilely against His Britannic 
Majesty’s Ships, that I imist consider it as the Coast of an 
Enemy, but that so far from wishing to act with the smallest 
degree of harshness against the Genoese, that neither my 
orders or my inclination will allow me to do it. The Doge 
will naturally put a question, why we stop vessels loaded with 
merchandise bound to France. It is here I shall find the dif- 
ficulty in answering, and he will of course desire to have what 
I say put in writing. Do you think, Sir, I had better take no 
manner of notice of what is going on, and let these assertions 
of the French be unrefuted, for the Genoese commerce is sus- 
pended, and defer my visit to the Doge for a future day ? Fray, 
Sir, give me your advice. My Admiral is at a distance, and I 
well know the delicacy of intermeddling with the Diplomatic 
functions. The blockade of I^eghorn is as complete as is pos- 
sible. Pray God the successes of the Austrians may be such 
as to make the Tuscans rise on the French, and open the Mole 
Gate, when I will most assuredly assist them by landing myself. 
Do you think, Sir, Mr. Drake will come to Genoa? We 
must suffer by his absence. 

Ever believe me, dear Sir, 

Your Excellency’s most faithful 

Horatio Nelson. 

IJi^ Excclloiify the Vi< c-Roy. 


ro THE DANISH CONSUL AT LEGHORN. 

^I'Jnclosed in the preoetUng l.eller ol the IHli of July. ] 

t.'apliuii, I.eghoni RonJs, July TJth, 17!Mi. 

Sir, 

I wrote to all the Consuls at T..eghorn by way of Genott, 
and have every reason to believe you have received my letter, 
(but T send a copy.) If you have, I am surprised you 
should send a Danish vc.ssel out of a blockaded Port, which 
Leghorn is, till it is restored to its legal Government. 

Respect for tite Danish flag, and humanity to the owners of 
this V’^essel, impel me to return her into the Port, and not pro- 
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ceed to those extremities which the laws of Nations allow in 
the case of a declared blockaded port. 

I have the honour to be. Sir, with great respect, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 

TO THE RIGHT HON, SIR GILRERT ELLIOT. 

[Autognipli, ill the JMxuto Papers.] 

Captain, Lcglioni Roads, July IStli, 

Dear Sir, 

Tlie Rose joined me in half an hour after the Comet, and 
1 sent off directly the Sardine, Peterel, and Comet. I fear 
the Pope has altered his intentions since the news was sent to 
the Admiral ; if not, I have still hopes his Holiness may com- 
incnce war against the French ; for I never heard he was in 
actual hostility against them. Should, however, the Sloops not 
he wanted, I will thank you to recommend to the Captains to 
juin me; they are wanted here. I have now only Blanche 
and Meleager with me. The Rose must go to refit, and I 
oiiglit to send a Ship every week to Genoa. The Corsican 
])rivateers keep at such a distance that I cannot communicate 
witli them. I wish two could be directed to be always at my 
elbow. I think I have heard there is a jierson who directs their 
proceedings. 

Yesterday morning a Danish vessel came out, loaded with 
oil and wine for Genoa : with some difficulty 1 persuaded the 
gentleman to go in again. I believe it was a trial to know if I 
was in earnest ; for on his positively refusing and my taking 
possession [of] him, to deliver him to a Corsican privateer, he 
ill about two hours altered his note, and begged I would allow 
him to return. I wrote a letter to the Danish Consul, of which 
I seiid you a copy. Mr. Brume’s letter will tell you of his 
communication, on the 9th, I .suppose, to all the Foreign 
Ministers and Genoese Government ; and my letter to all the 
Consuls at Leghorn, if they were put in the post at Genoa, 
must have got to Leghorn on the lltlior 12th; but on the 
8th, I sent a similar letter to the \ enedan Consul, by a Ship 
I ordered to return ; therefore you may be assured they knew 
it long ago. The French ha' c laid powder under all the 
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works^ which has alarmed the inlwbiUinls^ ami nearly nil the 
women l)ave quitted the place. 1 he CLiiuwn and mortal's are 
mounted on the ramparts, and they say they expect wore 
troops, but I trust, by their 'wisliiiig to get into fortified 1 owns, 
they are at their last shifts, and that this will yet be the most 
glorious of any campaign this war. I purpose going to 
Genoa the moment Meleager arrives, and so soon as I return 
will send your Excellency all the news. 

Believe me ever 

Your Excellency’s most obedient Servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 

2000 French arrived yesterday, and Tartans are fitting with 
heavy cannon to fire on us : therefore, I wish more than ever 
for two privateers. A camp is forming at Monte Neva. 


TO ADMIRAL SIR JOHN JERVLS K.B. 

[From CInrke mid jM‘Ar(lmr, vol. i. p. JUKI, j 

Roads, J^^ih July, IH.Ki. 

Dear Sir, 

I hope his Holiness the Pope may yet wage war against the 
French. I have never heard that he has been in actual 
hostility against them. The blockade of Leghorn is complete, 
not a Vessel can go in or come out without my permission. Yes- 
terday a Dane came out laden with oil and wine for Genoa : I 
told him he must return, or I should send him to Corsica. 
His answer was, * I am a Neutral, and you may take me, but 
I will not return.’ I therefore took possession, and intended 
giving him to a Corsican privateer ; when, in about two 
hours, he begged I would allow him to return. On this, 1 
sent him back with a letter to the Danish Consul, whence the 
following is an extract : — ^ Respect for the Danish flag, and 
humanity to the owners of this Vessel, impel me to return her 
into their possession, and not proceed to those extremities 
which the laws of Nations allow in case of a declared blockaded 
Port.’ This, I am satisfied, was a trial of what I intended ; 
for he said, all the Neutrals were determined to come out. 
If we are firm, the Grand Duke will sorely repent his ad- 
mission of the French : his repeated proclamations for the 
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people to be quiet, luive given time to the French to lay 
powder under all the works; and, in case of any disturbance, 
they say, ‘ up shall go the works/ Cannon are pointed from 
the wall to every street, and all the cannon and mortars are 
mounted : the famous long brass gun is on the Mole-head, and 
also a mortar. The Grand Duke declares he yet hopes the 
Directory will order Buonaparte to leave Leghorn ; but I 
believe the French now wish to get into fortified Towns, to 
prolong the campaign. 

The Captain has her wants, but I intend she shall last until 
the autumn ; for I know, when once we begin, our wants are 
innumerable. I hope the Admiralty will send out fresh Ships. 
The French are fitting out lierefroin four to six Tartans, with 
thirty-six pounders, to drive me out of the Roads ; but I am 
prepared against Fire Vessels, and all other plans, as well as I 
am able. The Tartans, it is said, will be out to-night : two 
thousand French are arrived, and more are expected. I have 
only now to beg, that whenever you think the Enemy will face 
you on the water, that you will send for me ; for my heart 
would break to be absent at such a glorious lime. 

I am, &c. 

IIoKATU) Nelson. 


jM EMORANDLIVl. 

[l-’rom a Copy, in Uie I’lipi'is.] 

[About tho July, lliKl.] 

Sir John Jervis, K.B., Admiral and Comniandcr-in- Chief 
of the Fleet, is so well satisfied (from the representations of 
Commodore Nelson,) of the exceeding good conduct and 
alacrity shewn by persons of every description in the Fleet, in 
the possessing ourselves of Porto Ferrajo, that Commodore 
Nelson is directed by the Commandcr-in-Chicf^ to return his 
thanks to the Captains, Officers, and Ships’ Companies em- 
ployed on that service, for their good conduct, to which the 
Commodore begs leave to add his confidence that, liad tl»c 
town not surrendered on terms, it would have fallen by the 
bravery of the Seamen and Soldiers. 
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TO Ills ROYAL HIGHNESS THE DIJKK OF CLARFNCE. 

[From Clarko and M‘Artliur, vol. i. p. {JOl.J 


• Captain, Leghorn Eoada, under sail for Genoa, 20th July, 1700. 

Sir, 

I was this morning honoured with your Royal Highness’s 
letter of May 30th ; ^ and it gives me real satisfaction to be 
assured of the continuance of your good opinion. Indeed, I 
can say with truth, that no one whom you may have been 
pleased to honour with your notice, has a more sincere attach- 
ment for you than myself. It has pleased God this war, not 
only to give me frecpicnt opportunities of shewing myself an 
Officer worthy of trust, but also to prosper all my under- 
takings in the highest degree. I have had the extreme good 
fortune, not only to be noticed in my immediate line of duty, 
but also to obtain the repeated approbation of His Majesty’s 
Ministers at Turin, Genoa, and Naples, as well as of the Vicc- 
Roy of Corsica, for my conduct in the various opinions I have 
been called upon to give ; and my judgment being formed 
from common sense, I have never yet been mistaken. 

You will hear of our taking possession of Porto Ferrajo : if 
we had not, to a certainty the French would, and then they 
would have been too near Corsica, where I fear we have an 
ungrateful set of people ; and one party acknowledged friends 
to the French, which, although greatly outuuinbered by our 


% 


•• Eiclinicnul, May -‘)0, 


■’ “ l)eav Sir, 

‘•I am to ackiiowlodgt; tin* roioipi ol your \aiious ubligijig »ni(i iiistnuiixo Ictirrs 
I wrote last; pray coutiime your iiivuliinlje corrcspoiuleiicc. 1 wish iho 
Austrian Army liad atrorded yon hotter news ; hut 1 am dreadfully alarmed the fate 
of Italy is sealed, and that the Italian States uiu''l how to the French. In short, iny 
good friend, when 1 compare the want of energy of the (dd Goverjimeiits, the 
treachery and blunders made hy the Austrians, with tlie enthusiasm and activity of 
the French, and the ahility of their eondnetors, I can sec no end to their eonqm sts 
on the Continent. T am apprehensive the Fmperor must make peace, and that 
dagitious Monarch of Prussia will have reason to In* on his guard against his friends 
in France. As for this Cou)jtr\, thunk God,onr Navy run, and will protect ns; lait 
Fleets eannot root out the accni'^ed doctrines of the French. 

“ I hope you enjoy your health ; and I trust you will sooit reliini, us your Shij' 
must l)e in a stale uiore lit 'or a Dock lliflii the Ocean; wherever yon are, rely tip<»‘ 
rny friendship and tegard, ajid believe me. Dear Sir, yours sincerely, WiLniA.M."— 
Jiudfifftph, in the Ncison Papers. 
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friends, constantly makes disturbances. The armistice of the 
Pope and King of Naples will, I believe, come to nothing ; it 
was only done to gain time, and they will be guided by the 
success or defeat of the Austrians. The King of Naples is 
firm ; he has been by far the most faithful Ally of England.^' 
lie is at the head of 80,000 men at Velletri, only two posts 
from Rome, where the people arc ripe for a revolt, and 
already declare that the busts, statues, and manuscripts, shall 
not go out of Rome. The French possessing themselves of 
Leghorn, so contrary to the repeated pledges of the Directory, 
will afford such an opportunity for all the Italian States to 
break with them again, that perhaps they may be induced to 
give it up : the King of Naples, if they refuse, would march 
to attack it, and we arc sure of the lower order at Leghorn. 
The garrison is reinforced to 5000 men, and provisions are 
getting into the Citadel. The French General has told the 
inhabitants, that if they arc not quiet, he would blow all the 
works up round the Town, which in fact ^vould blow half the 
Town up : the mines arc laid; large Vessels are also fitting 
with forty-tw'o pounders, and furnaces, to annoy me ; but I am 
prepared, as much as possible, against \vhatcvcr may happen. 

Genoa, July 23rd. — I arrived here yesterday, and rejoice 
to hear that Marshal Wiirmscr has commenced offensive opera- 
tions. I have no doubt but the French will retire to Piedmont 
as fast as they advanced from it ; and I fear they may force 
the King of Sardinia into an alliance against us. To-morrow 
1 return to Leghorn. 

I am, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 


'10 THE RJGirr hon. sir GiEnKiir ellio'e 

[AutograpJi, in llie Aliiilo Pnjicrs. ; 

al .Inly ‘JUtli, liUli. 

Dear Sir, 

I feel very much obliged by your advice not to have any 
explanation with the Genoese Government;! have at the 

lAvioe was, ho woven-, imule between ilie of Naples ainl the french Republic 
on the loth of October followiuR. 



020 LETTERS. [1796. 

same time taken every pains to convince the Genoese they 
have nothing to fear bound to any other places except France, 
and I hope it will have its effect, for not a Wood-vessel bound 
to Piombino would go out of the Port. 1 send you copies of 
Mr. Drake’s letters to me, and also the French Minister’s 
Note to the Genoese Government. I wish Mr. Drake was at 
Genoa, for such threats may, unless counteracted, have its 
effect. The lower order certainly hate the French ; amongst 
the proscribed are some of the Senate, Second Order, and 
Clergy ; and those who the Minister demands should be rein- 
stated, are several younger sons of Noble families, who for 
their conspiracies about a year or half ))ast were proscribed 
from having a scat in the Councils. The Arms which he 
mentioned were found loaded — in short, matters are fast ap- 
proaching to a crisis, and will be favourable or otherwise to 
us, as the successes or defeats of the Austrians point out ; in- 
clination from all I hear, is f()r us in the Senate. 

Yesterday evening, an express came in from Vienna j nothing 
certain is known ; but report says, it is an assurance that the 
Emperor will change his Minister for one more acceptable to 
the Republic. It seems the Siege of Mantua was not raised by 
the sortie on the loth, but has been since vigorously attacked; 
a second sally is spoke ot^ but it is not confirmed. I should 
hope the Austrian Army must be there before this time. Mr. 
Jackson’s' letter to the Admiral says they will take the field 
about the 15th, with 50,000 foot and twenty-two scjuadrons of 
Cavalr3% 

I have received a letter which you will sec the Swedish 
Minister wrote to Mr. Brainc, to allow light Swedes to leave 
the Port of Leghorn. I did not give any encouragement 
that it would be done ; something may be said in favour of 
letting them out, and otlicr Neutrals witliout cargoes, but the 
great line of punishing (if I may use tlic cxjircssion) tlie 
Grand Duke will [be] done away, for I consider that all 
the neutral Powers to Tuscany will represent to the Grand 
Duke the injury they sustain by his admission of the French 
into the Town of Leghorn, and will consider the blockade as 
the natural consequence of such conduct. This will, I trust, 


' SMcrettiry of LegjUioii at I'luiJi. 
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make the Ministry of Tuscany use every effort with the 
Directory, to order the French to retire out of Tuscany, or in 
failure thereof, that the Neapolitans will finish their truce, 
and being joined by the Tuscans, commence hostilities against 
the French ; for the faith of the Directory any more than of 
the former leaders of France will never pass current again : 
by the continuance of a close blockade, this is the fruit I 
promise myself^ but I shall be guided by your Excellency ; 
but if you once open the door, it will never be shut again ; 
some will bring little, some much. 

I have got from Messrs. Heath the money for your Excel- 
lency, and £8000 for the Deputy Commissary General ; this 
is all I could get in so short a time as my stay. Mr, Heath 
tells me the one per cent, is customary: indeed, this is the 
trade, for remittances are not now wanted for London. 

He tells me he is almost sure he can supply Corsica with 
£10,000 sterling, per week, but it is necessary they should 
know if it is wished they should collect money for this pur- 
pose, You will be so good as to direct them what to do, and 
Mr. Biickholm will do the same. I shall every week send a 
Frigate to Genoa; pray direct Mr, Buckholm, if he wants 
money, to make the l)ills ])ayable to Mr. Heath instead of me ; 
for should there be any irregularity in the drawing or pay- 
ment, it may give some trouble to myself. 

Some (ienoese mcrcliants have asked me if they may go to 
Corsica to purchase Prize-goods, and they intend to take 
money with them. I have given them encouragement, 
and told them the first Frigate should take them and money 
to Bastia, and that I wilt take an opportunity of convoying 
them safe back again. 

If I have done wrong, pray say so; but I think you will like 
to have these ready-money gentry come amongst you. With 
the greatest regard, believe me, dear Sir, 

Your Excellency’s 

Most faithful 

Horatio Nelson. 

His Ilxcelloncy the Vife Roy. 
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TO ADJMIRAL SIR JOHN JERVIS, K.B. 

[From Clarke ami M‘Artliiir, vol. i, p. JOti. ) 

27tli July, 1700. 

I have recommended to the Merchants at Genoa, whenever 
they are alarmed, to shij) their goods in time on board such 
Neutral vessels as they may find in the Port ; for that it 
would be impossible, however much you might be inclined, 
to send Transports to receive their effects, which in Heath’s 
house amount to £160,000 sterling. Things are fast ap- 
proaching to a crisis, and will probably be determined before 
you receive this. I am, 

IIoiiATio Nelson. 


TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE Sill GILBERT ELLIOT, 
VICE-ROY OF CORSICA. 

[Autograpli, in the MiiUo Pnpors.j 

Captain, Lrglioni RomU, July ‘IHtli, liOO, 

Dear Sir, 

Many thanks for your letters ; do with every Vessel as you 
like. I am sure you will recollect the various services we 
want them all for, and at this moment it is most particularly 
interesting: we should have something off Genoa, the friends 
of the English say it may turn the scale in our favour. Mr. 
Drake secs the necessity of it, and so do I, therefore I am 
more interested that a Privateer or two should come under 
my orders. I shall keep the Blanche from sailing for Genoa 
for a few days, if you desire any more money from thence. I 
thought I had wrote you fully as to the time the blockatlc 
must have been known at Leghorn. We can only judge of 
the fair time, for of course the Masters will not acknowledge 
they know anything about it. The Venetian Consul knew it 
the 8th ; all at Genoa knew it the 9th ; and if the Foreign 
Ministers did not send my letters to their respective Consuls, 
and the notification to themselves, it docs not rest with us. By 
post, it must have been at Leghorn on the 12tb, in the morn- 
ing, although there cannot be a doubt but all knew it before, 
although they may plead not officially. I have a private 



iET. 37.] LETTERS. 223 

letter from the Admiral, containing his full approbation of my 
letter to the (yonsul, and of mine to Mr. Brame. I think I 
sent your Excellency copies, and the Admiral will send me 
his public approbation so soon as he has leisure. I have 
wrote to him on the subject of the Swedes. We must be first, 
or the blockade will be as useless as the Genoa one. I grieve 
to hear you have been indisposed, but good news from the 
Army will make us all merry. I have just received an odd 
letter from Mr. Trevor,^ in which he assures me of the deter- 
mination of the French to invade England. I beg my best 
thanks to Lady Elliot for her remembrance, and that she will 
accept my sincere good wishes for her health ; and ever be- 
lieve me, dear Sir, 

Your Excellency’s most faithful servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 

TIis Excellency llic Vice -Hoy. 


^lElMORANDl M. 

fAutograidi ilrauglil, in the Nelmoii I’apers. ] 

Captain, Leghorn Hoads, July .‘11 at, 179(i. 

The Fishing-vessels from Leghorn not to be molested or 
put into ([uarantinc by the Ships of War, or Corsican Priva- 
teers. 

N.B. If any Fishing-vessel is known to carry any cargo or 
passengers, she is to be seized. 

Horatio Nelson. 


to captain COLTANGWOOD, 11.M.S. EXCELLENT, ST. ElOHENZO. 
[Autograph, in llie possession of the lion. Mrs. Newiihnin Collingwood. j 
On It. iM.’s Service. 

Captain, Leghorn Hoads, August 1st, 17i.M», hall-past eight, p.m. 

My dear Coll., 

The Viceroy tells me yon arc at Fiorenzo; therefore I lake 
my chance of tliis finding yon. My date makes me think I 
iim almost at Leghorn; soon I ho]>c to be there in reality. 


® This letter is not ia the Nelson Papers. 
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Except 1700 poor devils, all are gone to join the Army. 
Sometimes I hope, and then despair of getting these starved 
Leghornese to cut the throats of this French crew. What an 
idea for a Christian ! I hope there is a great latitude for us 
in the next world. I know by myself how anxious all must 
be for authentic news, therefore I will tell you. My letters are 
from Mr, Drake, at Venice, copy of one from Colonel Gra- 
ham, the Resident at the Austrian Army, and from our 
Minister at Turin. 

The sortie from Mantua was great, but I do not find the 
siege has been raised; but I have nothing later than 
20th July. General Buonaparte is wounded in the thigh. 
The Austrian Army, 50,000 foot, twenty-two squadrons of 
cavalry, besides the garrison of Mantua, and 20,000 at 
Triest, coming forward, would commence operations about tin* 
18th or 20th of July. Every moment I expect news from 
Genoa : it can, I hope, hardly fail of being good. 

This blockade is complete, and we lay very snug in the 
North Road, as smooth as in a harbour. I rejoice with j^oii 
our English Post is open again to us. I have letters only to 
the middle of June : all well, and as to Public affairs, Mr. 
Pitt seems as strong as ever. What have we to do with the 
Prince’s private amours ? The world say there are faults on both 
sides: like enough. Thank God, I was not born in high 
life. The promotion of Flags seems deferred, but I su])pose 
it must take place soon. I have this moment received ac- 
counts that the post from Naples, (say Capua,) which arrived 
to-day, has brought an account that the truce with Naples 
finishes to-day, and hostilities commence to-morrow. Pray 
God it may be so. With a most sincere wish for driving the 
French to the Devil, your good health, an lionourahlc Peace, 
us safe at home again, I conclude, by assuring you, my dear 
Collingwood, of my unalterable friendship and regard, and 
that I am, in the fullest meaning of the words, 

Yours most truly, 

Horatio Nelson, 
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10 ADMlTvAL SIR JOHN JERVIS, K.R. 

[Erom Clarke aiul M‘Arlliiir, V(»l. i. ji. 

Isl Aiiyfiist, j;oo. 

Sir, 

I experience the highest degree of pleasure which an 
Officer is capable of feeling, the full approbation of his Ooiu- 
mander-iii>Chief ; which must not be a little increased by 
knowing that his Commander is such a character as Sir John 
Jervis, without disparagement or llattcry, allowed to be one 
of the first in the service. 

All goes well here, nothing gets in or comes out, except a 
Privateer, which our Boats cannot come up with ; yet I do not 
say but that in a westerly gale Vessels may get in, notwith- 
standing all our endeavours : I will, however, answer for my 
exertions to prevent them ; rowing Vessels arc the most useful 
against the French privateers. The lower Orders at I^oghorn 
arc miserable ; several have been on board, wishing to s(?rve 
for provisions : tlicy have a plan for rising, but the Grand 
Duke almost every day tells them the French will go away, 
and therefore orders them to be cpiiet. 

Auj'iist -ind. 

Before any more letters arrive, I must give you the trouble 
of reading some omissions which I have made in my former 
ones, llespecting the (Corsican privateers, my answer was on 
a supposition that two of the Privateers would give up every 
other consideration, and absolutely put themselves under my 
orders : in that case, and in that case only, did I mean to alter 
the established rule for sharing. However, not one has 
obeyed, or put himself under my orders: it has been an age 
since I have seen any of them. I had last night a great deal 
of conversation with an old fisherman ; he says, 300 light 
cavalry, Tuscans, arc corning into Leghorn, that forage for 
cavalry is providing about three miles from Pisa, and that the 
people of Leghorn will not be put off any longer than the 10th 
or 15th. The French must go. I have made up my mind, 
that when Marshal VVurmscr forces the French, and especially 
it the King of Naples comes forward, that the Grand Duke 
will order a number of troops in‘ o Ijcghorn, and say to the 
hrcnch, ‘ We choose to keep our own Town:’ Avhen the 

VOL. ir. 
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French would go quietly off. These people represent them 
as a miserable set of hoys, AAdthout clothes or shoes ; so the 
Commissaries must have done well for themselves : all the best 
men are gone to the Army. 

The day before yesterday, Vice-Consul Udney’s things were 
all returned into his house : the French arc grown very civil 
to the inhabitants, who, on the contrary, grow more impertinent. 
The other day they drove the guard from Pisa gate with sticks, 
and told tlicm they should not stay beyond the 10th : a revolt 
against the Ministry of tlie Grand Duke would be the conse- 
quence of their stay. That said Major de Place, who came 
on board the Victory to pay his respects to you, is the Governor 
appointed by the French, and who will certainly lose his head 
if there is an insurrection : they call him traitor. 1 have sent 
to Mr. Wyndham, to know if the Cirand Duke means to make 
good the losses of the English; for till I receive his ollicial 
letter, desiring me to take off the blockade, I shall not feel at 
libd^'ty so to do ; unless the entire property, or the value of it, 
is restored, or until I receive directions from you. No proj)erty 
has been sold, for there were no buyers : it may be made over, 
but that certainly will not do. I shall in this event ])crmit 
light Vessels to pass, ])ut not a cargo on any account ; for the 
Grand Duke may say, in that Vessel went tJie English ])ro- 
perty, and shew as permitted by the Englisli Officer: you will 
think I am beforehand, but a regular plan can never do harm; 
and then, when the event takes ])lace, and take place it soon 
will, I have not this part to think of. 

Almost all Tuscany is in motion: the whole of this day 
they have told the French, ‘You shall go away; we will nol 
be starved for you.’ 'J'hc French are sending many things 
out of the town, hut tlie generality of English goods are safe: 
they have been repeatedly put up for sale, but none would 
buy. 

.ini. 

The Legh ornesc have given notice to the French, that they 
shall not make their grand Fete on the lOth of August, by 
wliicli time tiieir new clothes are to be ready. All work, sucli 
as repairing giui-carriages, &e., is left off. I have no doubt bnt 
by the 15lh vve shall have Leghorn, and then I look forward to 
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our settling with the Pope. The appearance of a Squadron 
off Civita Vecchia, and respectful yet firm language, will, 1 
have no doubt, induce his Holiness to open his Ports as usual. 

1 am, See. 

Horatio Nelson. 

TO 'J7IE RIGHT HON. SIR OMTIEHT ELLTO’J'. 

[Autopfrnpli, in the Miiito rn])ers, ; 

Cajitnin, Roads, Ang. Isl, 17!)0. 

Dear Sir, 

I am much favoured by your letter of July 30th, and the 
Blanche Is gone for Genoa, and liavc great hopes slie will 
bring us good news. Enclosed I send you a copy of my letter 
to the Swedish Minister at Genoa, which I hope you will 
approve: my intention is to keep these gentlemen in good 
humour with us. Your reasons arc strong, and I give up my 
opinion, and prefer yours, as most consonant to keep up good 
will with Neutral Powers. The xldmiraPs answer, 1 think, will 
bo with you, therefore I have adopted a signal, that these 
people may suffer as little inconvcuicncc as ])ossiblc. I have 
every inclination to befriend every Neapolitan; the good faith 
of the King of Naples demands and ('usiircs it of us ; but 1 fear 
the permitting cargoes will draw us into scrapes with other 
I’owers; and we cannot exactly say, such a tonnage may carry 
lluar cargoes before })urcliascd, and to others, the ^'cssels I 
will liberate whenever they come to me, but with Cargoes I 
fear we must not. A little time, 1 hope, must induer? the 
IVeiich to ([uit Leghorn. The Great Duke sends messages 
for the people to remain quiet, and all will end \vell ; but in 
the meantime, the lowxr Orders are, from their former plenty, 
absolutely in great want. Two nights ago, a man came oil to 
say, that the fishermen had a place assigned them to attack ; 
the shoemakers, bricklayers, and other trades, diHcrent places. 
The Venetians were to liberate the slaves, and possess them- 
selves of the ])lace where the colours were hoisted, they thought 
about the 10th ; but they must be sure the Erenclmvould not 
be able to return in force ; they all .'[)eak disres])cctfully of the 
Grand Duke’s Ministry. I send your Excellency the dis- 
position of my Squadron; so soon as I can get any of them 
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about rnc, I will instantly send a Frigate for the Convoy — the 
Blaiiclic is in my mind; but some small Vessel, such as Van- 
ncau, or Rose, which rows, is absolutely necessary against 
these small Privateers : some of the small ones from here are 
gone to the eastward. Almost every day Vessels come from 
the westward for Leghorn, and I ought not to have less 
than four Vessels to block the port; indeed, they arc too few. 
In six days you may be sure, as far as I can say, a (>onvoy 
will be read 3 ^ I am glad they are coining round to Bastia. 
The first Vessel which comes, if English — I don’t call Sardine 
one — shall immediately sail for Bastia, to take the Convoy. 
If a Privateer or two could be induced to attend the (h>nvoy 
in sight of Naples, I do not think they would lose much, for 
along the Roman coast they would pick up something. I dare 
say you want Speedy to send to Barcelona ; ]>ut you sec, Sir, 
iny state, therefore do not take it amiss she has not yet gone 
to you. I will not keep her a moment longer than I can help : 
in everything, it is my endeavour to meet your wishes. We 
arc not likely to suffer for want of fresh beef I have sent the 
Admiral an offer from (jcnoa, to supply the Fleet with 100 
Roman bullocks every week, onions, lemons, biscuit, &c., 8vc. 
Our money will do much for us. I am glad the Sincen* has 
taught the Romans good manners. Not wishing to keep the 
Rose, as Mr. Walker tells me you so much want him, you 
must take my letter as it is. Believing me, ever 

Your Excellency’s most faithful and obliged, 

Horatio Nklson. 

Ills lixci'lU'iu N ilu! Vil'o Uoy, 


LIST OF COMMODORE NELSON’s SQTTADRON, AND HOW 
DISPOSED OF. 
fAntogmpli, ill tlie Alinlo Piijiors.] 


Captain 

. liCghorn Roads, to blockade the North Pas- 
sage. 

L’Eclair . 

. South Passage. 

Gun-boat . 

. Under the Mclo. 

Sardine 

. With the Vicc-Roy. 

Peterell 

. Ajaccio. 

Blanche 

. No water — gone to Genoa — wull return in 
five or six days. 
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Meleager . . Ordered to the Fleet. 

Speedy . . Gone to Genoa for information; expected 

to-morrow, to go to the Vice-Roy for 
Barcelona packet. 

Le Genie . . Heaving down, Porto Ferrajo. 

I have not room in my letter, but tlic Sincere is not cer- 
tainly a sufficient Convoy for such valuable Vessels. 

II. N. 

AiigMHt ls(, 17!)0. 


TO WILLIAM LOCKER, ESQ., ROYAL HOSPITAL, GREEKWICII. 

; Aiitognipli, in llic Lockrr I’npci!?.] 

CnptJiiii, Lo^lioni Roads, Anpfust ‘hid, 

My dear Sir, 

I shall confine my present letter principally to tlic subject 
of your rccomrnendation, with many other friends of Mr. 
Summers. A'^ery soon after his arrival, Admiral Ilotham ap- 
])ointcd him, in wliat was considered at the time as a real 
vacancy, for it was certain Lieutenant VVenman Allison could 
not survive, and he died a very few days after his arrival in 
London. Lieutenant Summers feels, and so do T, that after 
having been a year with me, and in a good vacancy, that he 
is not confirmed ; and I feel it the more, as those made since 
liim in invaliding vacancies, arc confirmed. Indeed, the Ad- 
miralty have confirmed a Mr. (Compton to a vacancy, when 
tliey had actually sent out another laeutenant, and two are 
now serving in the vacancy of J^iciitenant, now Captain An- 
drews. This business, I am sure, wants nothing but a fair 
explanation, which I beg you to do. I have sent one certifi- 
cate to Mr. Sninmcrs’s agents, INIarsh and (h'ced, and send 
you' anotlier, Avhicli pray present to some of our friends at the 
Board. I have every reason to believe Admiral \onng'^ will 
state the matter fairly to Lord Spencer. 

I may almost congratulate yon on our re-entry into 
Leghorn ; the country, from the Grand Duke, downwards, 
is so completely in distress bv the blockade ot Leghorn, that 

^ Admiral William Youiij^, (l.ni ouo of t'm LonE of the Admiraliy; one ol Nm- 
'On s early Naval frieiuE. Viilo voli i. p. S'.*, 
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all is ill motion, and if the French are not out of Leghorn 
before the 15th, there will be a general insurrection. The 
Leghornese have told the French, they shall not celebrate 
their Fete of August 10, to which the French must submit : 
they say the Grand Duke is a young man, but they do not 
spare his Ministry. The present Governor of Leghorn, who 
is fixed since the French came, they say is a traitor, and, if 
there is an insurrection, his head will go off : but I believe 
wo shall manage all without blood — the French will go off. 
No p(?rson in Leghorn will buy the English property, for they 
could not send it away ; therefore, except what is destroyed, 
all is safe. Some English merchants compromised with 
Buona})artc for their effects ; they will lose, which I am not 
sorry for. Fear of the French has been the cause of all their 
successes in Italy. With kindest remembrances to every one 
of your family, believe me. 

Ever your affectionate and obliged, 

Houatio Nelson. 


TO MRS, NE LSOx\. 

Frum Clnrke and M'Ariliur, \<>1. i. p. 

•2iid 1 

Had all my actions, my dearest I'anny, been gazetted, not 
one fortnight would have passed during the whole war without 
a letter from me : one day or other I will have a long Gazette 
to myself; I feel that such an opportunity will be given me. 
I cannot, if I am in the field for glory, be kept out of sight. 
Probably my servici's may be forgotten by the great, by the 
time J get Home ; but my mind will not forget, nor cease to 
feel, a degree of consolation and of applause superior to unde- 
served rewards. Wherever there is anything to be done, there 
Providence is sure to direct my steps. Credit must be given 
me in spite of envy. Even the French respect me : tlicir 
Ministcrat Geiioa, in answering a Note ofmincy when returning 
some wearing apparel that had been taken, said, ^ Your Nation, 
Sir, and mine, arc nuid^' to sliow examples of generosity, as 
■well as of valour, to all the people of the earth.’ The fol- 
lowing is a coj»y of the Note I had sent him.’ 


^ Vide l». ISS, ftiUf. 
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I will also relate another anecdote, all vanity to myself, but 
you will partake of it : A person sent me a letter, and directed 
as follows, ‘ Horatio Nelson, Genoa.’ On being asked how 
he could direct in such a manner, his answer, in a large j)arty, 
was, ^ Sir, there is but one Horatio Nelson in the world.’ The 
letter certainly came immediately. At Genoa, where I have 
stopped all their trade, I am beloved and respected, both by 
llic Senate and lower Order. If any man is fearful of his 
Vessel ])cing stopped, he comes and asks me ; if 1 give him a 
ra])or, or say, ^ All is right,’ he is contented. I am known 
throughout Italy ; not a Kingdom, or State, where rny name 
will be forgotten. This is my Gazette. 

Lord Spencer has expressed his sincere desire to Sir John 
Jervis, to give me my Flag. You ask me when I shall come 
I ionic ? I l ielieve, when either an honourable peace is made, 
or a Sjianish war, which may draw our Fleet out of the Medi- 
lerraneaii. God knows I shall come to you not a sixpence 
richer tlnui when I set out. I had a letter a few days since 
from 11. li. 11. tlie Duke of C’larence, assuring me of his unal- 
terable friendship." With kindest love to my fatlier, believe 
me your most atfcctionate husband, 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO THE MAKQI IS HE SILVA, yVi’ AAPLKS. 

From Clarke and ‘Arthur, \ol. i. \\ :>0(i. 

^;r<l AufiU''!. 1 'i !)0. 

Sir, 

I am only tliis moment liuiioured with your letter of July 
lf)th, requesting niy ]Knmissiou for the departure of some 
Neapolitan vessels without cargoes. The honour and steadfast 
laith of his Sicilian Majesty in the good cause which all people 
ouglit to have es])oused, make the situation ot Neapolitan 
vessels very different from those of any other Nation ; I feel 
that I shall fulfil the wisiics of my Sovereign, and of my 
Admiral, in permitting the departure of Neapolitan vessels 

* dluMv is no letter from his ILiyal lligli.-oss belweeu the iliites of May dOlh and 
^iTtembcr ^nd, 171)0, now in the Nelssuu r»tjicrs. 
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without cargoes. Therefore, if you will order the Vessels to 
come to me, I will furnish them with proper passports to pre- 
vent their being molested.^ 

I am, &c. 

lIouATio Nelson. 


TO THE lUOllT nON. SIR GimJERT ETI.IOT. 

Atitogrnpli, in the Alinlo Papovs.] 

Captain, Lrgl ion i Koails, August ‘Jnl, 17!)(j. 

dear Sir, 

You must take the trouble of reading all my packet from 
Genoa and letter for the Admiral, I will not keep Peterel to 
select. One old hidy tells me all she hears, which is what we 
wish. The moment we have any other Vessel, I will send 
Speedy, and she shall go now if you want her. The strength 
of Peterel is sufficient, if she has Vanucau, Rose, or one or two 
(Corsican privateers ; if not, I do not conceive the Captain 
would be a sufficient Convoy against the Row-boats. I have a 
letter of July Ifith, from the Neapolitan Consul at Leghorn, 
and shall endeavour to got a letter to him this evening, de- 
siring the small Vessels (without) cargoes to come to me. lie 
only asks me without cargoes. 

Believe me your Excellency’s 

Most faithful and much obligeil, 

lIouATio Nelson. 

Ilis tlic Viet' liny. 


^ Ou tljr ITtli of Augiisi, Sir Williniii nnmilton < niMiUMni<‘(Mf(l to ('<»iuuu»(i<>iv 
•• Ills Sicilijin AInjcsiy's tlunil<s fur ilils net uf fi icudsliip," siml juMf’fl — 

“ liiflifrtoNjiplrs tlcspi vus rM'iOliiug from us. h would Imvr upmt nuulo nn iiMui--ti<''' 
if if ooiild lin\e Iimi jivoidrd. to giiiii fiiup; and I'p assurnd thoy will mM-r 

iiiiikr prarf witli tlic ITciicli, it’ llit-y insist upon ('xcludiug tlif Ihitisli sldps from lli<’ 
I'orlsof llip IVo Sicilies, and tlicir not supplxing tin* King's I’lcct witli jtrovisinns. ' 
— ill tin' Noisoii I’apcrs. Sir William ilamiltoii was, liow«*vt r, mislakm : 
ior l)y tin.' third arti> Jr of f )m 'i'rrnlv of lU nro holwopii Xaplns and Eram c, c»)m lndcd on 
llm loth of Octolmr folIo^^i!lg. tlu- King of Naplos rngagod hiiiisidl’to “olisrrvn ll)*’ 
most strict nrutrality towards all tho ladligcront Puwrrs ; in consripioncf’. In' 
plodgf s himself to prevent, iiuliMcriiniiiately, iieces^ to his Ports of all arnind Ship’ 
of war hclongiiig O) ihe Huid Powers wliicli shall exceed four, iiecording to the regn 
Ifitions acknowledged by tlm said neutrality ; and all stores or lucrchaudisc. ku()^' n 
I'v !ho name of* coiriiciaud of war' ’■hall ho refused tlioin/’ 
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TO I'llE JUOllT IlON. SIR OII.UEIIT ELLIOT. 

[Aiitojp'npli, in the Miiilo Jhipers.] 

Leghorn Hoads, August dlli, IV'JO. 

Dear Sir, 

The Admiral has sent orders for the Petercl to proceed to 
tlic Adriatic. If he has sailed, pray send something after him, 
and so soon as he has dropped the (Convoy at Naples, he will 
])rocced on his voyage. Lieutenant Walker, I hear from 
Captain Dixon, did not make the best of his way off Bastia, 
but chased and took possession of a Danish brig from Ainster- 
dtim. If so, I shall most probably try him l^y a Court Martial ; 
and the L’Eclair means to lay in her claim. 

Ever your most obliged, 

Horatio Nklson. 

lli.'i) l.’..\CL'llciicy the Vice-Roy. 


TO THE RKiHT HON. SIR (illAJEIlT ELldOT. 

I .Vut<»gr3i»li, in the Alinlo PapciN. 

(‘nj)tain, J^egluirn Jh>mls, Atigti-'t r)th. 

My dear Sir, 

If you can send Speedy instantly to me, she is most useful; 
if not, I submit, and will guard liCgliorn as long as I can. I 
have directed Captain Elphinstone to obey your desires. I 
had wrote to the Neapolitan Consul, and I sincerely rejoice 
that iny letter was, as far as I was tible, very similar to yours. 

Ever yours most faithfully, 

Horatio Nelson. 

His J'.xeelleiicy the Viee Roy. 


TO THE lUGIlT HON. Sill CHLREUr EI.LKH’. 

» 

' .\»itognijdi, in the Minto I'iipns. ; 

('.•iptniii, J.rglM.ni .Vugust ,'uh, IHUi. 

My dear Sir, 

Leghorn is, from all accounts hist night, in such a state, that 
respectable force lauded, would, I have every reason to sup- 
pose, insure the immediate possession of the Town. I know' 
many things must be considered. Not less than 1000 troops 
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should be sent, to which I will add every soldier in iny Squa- 
dron, and a party of seamen to make a show. In every way, 
pray consider this as private, and excuse my opinions. I well 
know the difficulty of getting a proper person to command 
this party. Firmness, and that the people of Leghorn should 
know the person commanding, will most assuredly have a great 
effect. A cordial co-operation with me (for, vanity apart, no 
one is so much feared or respected in Leghorn as myself) is 
absolutely necessary. A declaration from your Excellency 
would, I am sure, have the happiest effect. 

I am going further: we know the jealousy of the Army 
against the Navy, but I am by tlic King’s (h>inmission a 
Colonel in the Ariny^ from June Ist, 1795. I should like 
such a man as Duncan, he receiving your directions to 
consult no one but mysell’; but 1 have most unfortunately 

a Major,, now I fancy Lieutcnant-( -olonel on 

board, who could [not] serve under Jlajor Duncan. If I 
landed as (Joloncl, of course I should command the whole, 

and I most certainly should not call Mr to my 

councils; but I feel almost the impossibility of your set- 
tling this business, although I am sure it would be for liis 
Majesty’s service ; and if my character is known, the internal 
regulations of the troops should rest by order under the 
Major, Duncan ; and I should only interfere in the great .scale. 

I will, however it may hurt the feelings of Major keep 

him on board, with six soldiers ; he shall never command in 
co-operation with me ; therefore, do not let this be an objec- 
tion. You will consider. Sir, all these ])oints, and form a much 
better judgment than I can, only give me credit that ihe nearest 
wish of my heart is to serve my King and (/ountry, at every 
personal risk and consideration. 

Believe me ever your Excellency’s most faithful 

• Horatio Nelson. 

It has ever pleased God to prosper all my undertakings; 
and I feel confident of Ilis blessing on this occasion. I ever 
consider iny motto, i'ides ct Oijcra, ' 

^ Rping Colfmf j 'iftho >Ian?i*^s, 

Jt(Jocf:nnt fliaf Nelson used any Armorial Kiisign.s until after lie >va^ 

made a Knight of the lialh, in May, 1V97, when Army were assigned to him, (>id< 
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N.B. Twenty-four hours will do the business. Send an 
active Officer. 

llis Excellency llic Vicc-Roy. 


TO AIBllllAU SIR JOHN JERVIS, K.D. 

[From Clarke ami M‘Aitlinr, vol. i. p. ;{()(».] 

Leglioru Roads, oth Auf'iist, IHIli. 

Dear Sir, 

If I write too much, say so, and I will hold my pen ; for 
myself, I feel a comfort in knowing everything on which each 
Vessel of my Scpiadron is* employed; and as but few of my 
letters recpiire answers, I hope you do not think it gives you 
too much trouble to read them, occupied as I know you arc 
witli greater concerns. 1 would not stop the Comet one 
moment, as I was anxious she should find Petcrcl at Bastia. 
As to stores, she is just come from Ajaccio, but was absolutely 
refused those supplies which she stood in need of. If a Ship 
goes into an arsenal, she not only ought to have her danniges 
made good, but her grants should also be suj)plicd according 
to the discretion of the proper officers : the Petcrel w'as sent 
slauncfully away, and Mr. James'^ was treated, from his ac- 
count, with a most unwarrantable incivility. Do these Naval 
(Uvilians, of all descriptions, mean to separate themselves 
Jiom our authority ? If they be not })unisliable by Martial 
law, other punishments, although more slow, will, I trust, 
assuredly fall upon them. 1 mean not this as a public coin- 
])laint, for I would not have every Cktptaiii take what stores 
he pleases ; but, at the same time, the fair wants of a Vessel, 
whatever is the rank of her Commander, ought to be supplied, 
and the Oflicer treated with civility. You well know. Sir, 
what to do, to settle both sides of the (juestion, therefore I 
shall say no more ; the Pcierels sails arc rags, and hone have 
been su})plied her. 

1 know, dear Sir, the Vice-lioy s worth and wisdom, and 

« ^'Ul)s('qiirut pHgc,) nml In* then julopird llir Motto mniiioiK'd in the iiljo\c hMtcr. 
RfJloro tlnd time he "enemlly used m'hI viiV. the eipliev “ A. N.,” uhieh pvohjihly 
l>^Iou<^'ed to his sister, •* poor Ann Nelson : or i\ hivf^e seal with the head of Nep- 
tune engraved on it. 


^ Commander of the I’etorrl. 
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you will, as he docs, give me credit for having only one point 
in view, to serve my King and Country faithfully ; and as 
both 3^011 and he liavc the same consideration, I shall not, as 
far as my abilities will allow me, think very differently from 
either. You are ever adding, Sir, to my obligations, and I 
can only endeavour to repay you by the way most agreeable 
to 3 ^ourself, a most assiduous attention to my duty. 

I have given permission to some Neapolitan vessels to leave 
the Mole for Naples, but without cargoes. The worth and 
good faith of the King of Naples demand of us everything we 
can grant ; and it was a real pleasure for me to find, the day 
after 1 had granted the permission, that the Vicc-Koy had 
written a very similar letter to the Manpiis dc Silva. I have 
also permitted, by desire of Mr. North, some goods to pass, 
and the American tribute to the I)cy of Algiers. i\ Venetian 
vessel is to come here, and load under my guns. The Dey's 
Lord of the Bedchamber, or some such great man, has been on 
board my Ship: he was highly pleased with my entertainment 
of him, and declared he would suppl}^ us with bullocks of 
600 lbs. each, for ten Spanish dollars ; he was never tired of 
looking about him. 

I must relate an anecdote : I asked him why he would not 
make peace w'ith the Genoese and Neapolitans, for they w^ould 
pay the Dev? Ills answer w’as, ‘ If we make ])eace W'ith 
everyone, what is the l)ey to do with his Ships?’ What a 
reason for carrying on a Naval war ! but has our Minister a 
better one for the present? I have sent great news to Bastia; 
but (I wish tlie wa)rd wats out of our language) T am not fully 
contented: we beat the Enemy on the Slllh, .‘iOth, 3Isl, 1st, 
and 2nd; and because 1 do not know whether w^e beat them 
on the 3rd, I am not satisfied;' such is human nature. Guns 
are sounding from the rain])arts, and 1 am wncked enough to 
wish that all these fcllow\s’ throats may be cut })eforc night. 

‘ Al'icr niisiii;,' tin- of on of Jiilv, MiioimjiiU'lr joiiini iii^ 

ftrniy ut Jirrscliiu. TIm’ I'lenfli liml (lion rrmitly j’jnnnl nnmy jul\i»nt;i;fr > over lie' 
AiisK ])ii)lien)»nly Ml !,on}i*lo; init on tlioaisi, (In; 1' renelnvere iliiven out ol i'< 
inm l)t ii,l( n in an * n|rn"ei;.enf . <Mi (hr Isi of Anj^nisl, (lie Ansiritins ^err united id 
Jh'eseljin, and n in 'hr iiionntnins of (hr I'yrol. On (hr -‘hd, Mnr‘'hid 

V. iirm -.er, who ]iii>! iolvijricrd fo (hr jissi^rnnrr of (hr #)llirr divisions of (hr Anstriim 
fti'ji > , Wiis defeated jn ('ustij.rlionr. 'J'lir Anslriiiiis wri»' worstrd a( (iaMirilo on ih'’ 



.irr. .07.] 


LETTERS. 


2.07 


Aiip:iisi, 1 iiii. 

Yesterday the French had their fete, but they seemed 
fearful of a riot : by proclamation, all Fuseans were ordered 
to remain in their houses, and every possible precaution taben. 
The French say they have no orders from their Government 
to cjuit ].eghorn; therefore they shall remain. 

I am, &e. 

Horatio Nelson, 


'I'O .... 

in tin* NelMin ] 

t'niiluiii, L»‘”l»orn Kotul s August liiie. 

My Lord, 

From the total deprivation of trade in I.eghorn, more than 
50,000 people are thrown out of employment, and I believe it 
is within compass when we include the whole canal trade 
to every part of Italy. Hundreds have been on board in small 
])oats, to beg bread. All agree they have repeatedly repre- 
sented to the (.iraiul Duke the miserable state to which they 
are reduced, and the answer they have repeatedly received, 
was to beg of them to remain (piiet. All this, your Lordship 
knows most probably from our Minister ; but the lower Order 
in Leghorn assure mo, that they can nor will any longer be 
])ut off by promises; that the French shall (juit Leghorn, and 
that they are determined to rise on them if they are not out of 
the Town on the 1 5th August, and that they shall not celebrate 
their fete of August 10th. I do not fail to give every cn 
couragement to these good dispositions, and assurances of my 
hearty assistance in case the French do not go off. The plans 
are laid, but it would be wrong to put tbein on paper in this 
uncertain state of the safety of posts. The French here are 
grown complaisant ; the inhabitants, of course, very insolent : 
they tell them, ‘ You shall go by the 15th.’ The soldiers 
every night desert by ten and twenty. 'J’he other night, an 

‘iili; uiul on tlio r)tli, RuuuniMivto ;■» »lri*isiNt' \iftovy uvor Wuruisi’i’ ueiir 

Loirado. Sucli is tlu' i*oinU‘Usi*a uiirvulivo iu slit* .tnniinl linihltT, vol. xxxviii. pp. 

; but, (.'tdoui'l Gniliiiin’s Rrjuu'ts <1 the piot rtsUngjs iil the Austriaii ainiy 
iVoui its lieiid (nuirtor.s, juibliNlK'il in the “ ■ «)ntlon ul* tbe *?7tli of August, 

guvL* M uuicli more favourable aroonnt f>f tlioso Ai li<»ns. 



LETTERS. 


•238 


[1796. 


Officer and twenty cavalry went off. We will not go to 
Mantua to be killed, is their common talk. 

I am not sanguine without good reason, but I have at 
present not the smallest doubt but by the 16th, Leghorn will 
be free. The English property has been repeatedly put up 
for sale, but no one will purchase ; therefore, except some 
which is plundered, all is safe; and the French possessing 
themselves of Leghorn has been of the greatest detriment to 
themselves, and not tlie smallest to us. Our Fleet wants for 
nothing. Naples and Genoa Hupply us to the utmost of our 
wishes, while France is effectually cut off from those great 
supplies of stores of all kinds, and corn, which she used to 
receive from Leghorn. Tartans, with furnaces and heavy 
cannon, and fire-vessels, arc prepared for my destruction ; but 
1 feel so well guarded against all attempts, that I shall not move 
from my anchorage. Not a Vessel, large or small, has sailed 
or entered the Port since the day tlie French entered. 

I have the honour to he. See. 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO THE RIGHT HONOUUABIJ': SIR GIl.BEKT KI.I.IOT. 
rAnto^iTiipli, ill tlip Miiito (Nipfis.i 

Captain, Lo^lioni Hoads, August lOih, 

My dear Sir, 

So true it is that to men who have only tlie good of their 
King and Country at heart, the same ideas must strike them. 
I feel the highest degree of pleasure from your letter. If you 
think it riglit to cominunicatc to the General'^ that you have 
opened your mind to me, }>ray assure him there is ntithiiig 
I feel greater pleasure in than hearing he is to command. 
Assure him of my. most sinccni wishes for his speedy success, 
and that he shall have every support and assistance from me. 
Guns we ma} land, but our stock of shot is very small. We 
may be sure of all the country people being our friends. 1 
send you great nows, and have no doubt but the battle of the 

“ liieulHiaiit Ofinial .lidsn '1‘honuw Up Burgli, Ciunmauilt'r of tin? rnrer^ in 
In- ns tliirtppiitli Earl of Clanricardi', in DitpiuIum*, r/iC/, au‘I 
dying in July, IstN, >vas succccdeil in hi.s honours by his son, the present iManpiis 
of Claiiricartle. 
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3rd was favourable to our friends. L’Eclair is gone to Genoa 
for more news, which I shall instantly send you. I do not 
keep the Speedy ten minutes, so anxious am I that you should 
licar of this success. You will be so good as to send to the 
Admiral when opportunity olfers, for I do not keep Speedy 
to write more than this line. 

Ever believe me your most faithful 

Horatio Nelson. 

Not a word will escape me. 

II is Kxci'llL'iicv tlje Vicc-lt«u. 


TO I IIF. inCiJIT riox. .sir CILliKRT ELLtOT. 
rAtitograpli, In tin* ^fiulo Tapois.] 

Captiiiu, Uuails, August lltli, It) p.m. 

My dear Sir, 

Major liOgan is just come on board, and I have had a long 
conversation with liini, as ^'oii wished, and I believe the Major 
sees tlie attempt in the same favourable point of view in which 
1 ilo. I have satisfied Major L. that there is no danger in 
the attempt — that the troo])s can be landed and embarked 
without danger, even should a su])erior force come against 
them, a thing not very likely to happen. Being on shore, 
there can be no doubt but that nearly every Tuscan is friendly 
to us. The (irand Duke, to keep the Venetians quiet, has 
employed them, at three pauls a day, to clear the Pisa canal, 
and they an^ at work under my guns. More, perhaps, is to 
be done by conciliatory measures, than open force (not 
that 1 mean force is not to be used; I am sure it must, but 
that I will come to hereafter). What is our olijcct? To dis- 
jiossess the Ercnch of Leghorn; not to keep it I suppose, but 
irec the Ijcghornese Iroin a foreign garrison. This is the 
point. 

If your Excellency declares that our object is only to 
restore Leghorn to its legal Government; and that, so soon as 
that is done, that the English troo])S shall leave the garrison, 
and offer, at the same time, honourable terms to the hrench, 
(which the General can meliovjue, or the contrary, as things 
alter,) this must make even, our encinios in Leghorn wish the 
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French to quit the place. I suppose the French will, as is 
usual with those gentlemen, determine to die in [the] works — at 
least, they say so ; a mortar battery will probably bring them 
to reason. A reguhu’ siege I take to be entirely out of the 
question. Every house that is destroyed must make all the 
Leghoriiesc urgent with the French, and probably the rich 
may pay the Commander well for a capitulation ; which, if I 
knoAv Frenchmen right, he will not be averse to ; so that he 
can say mortars, shot, fire, &c. &c . — in short, to hold out long 
enough to make a letter. On the first landing, a proclamation 
of our intentions must strengthen our interest. I wish to 
make it also tlic interest of the friends of the French for them 
to quit Leghorn. It \vould be impertinent in me, but I rclv 
on your goodness to say a word about tlie cannons, mor- 
tar, See, A few guns maybe necessary. I have 18-pouiulers 
and 32-poun(lers ; the Diadem, 18 and 24-ponndcrs. lean 
land two 32-poundcrs and 1000 shot, the same of 18-poundcrs, 
and two guns; Diadem, two 18-pounders and 1000; in all, 
two 32-pounders, 1000 shot; four 18-{)oundcrs, 2000 sliot. 
Something must be left to chance. Our only consideration, 
i?5 the honour and benefit to our Country worth the risk ? If 
it is (and I think so), in Cod’s name let us get to work, and 
hope for his blessing on our endeavours to liberate a peojile 
who have been our sincere friends. 

Ever, my dear Sir, 

Your Excellency’s most obedient servant, 
Horatio Nelson. 

This is wrote, as Major Logan will tell you, in an instant; 
therefore you must take my ideas as they flow, and excuse 
them. I have no copy, and will not keep tlie Major ; ])ray, 
at a future day, let me have it. 


ro ADMtRAI. SIR JOHN JERVIS, K.IL 

' rroTTi Cliirlvf* ( 111(1 AEArtlmr, vol. i. ji. .JOS. It upjiciirs iluit in lliP foiwr part cf 
Oils Nelson informed Uie Admiral that la* was Koiiipf to Rastia, U) eonsnli 

Vkillj iIk; Viee-Roy on ila* Hubjeet rf the fa'i^liorn expedition.] 

L^tl) An^pist, I'liM'i, 

All will be well, I am satisfied, in our Leghorn expeditioiL 
provided Wurmser is victorious; upon this ground only ha^' 
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I adopted the measure. We are impatient for the battle of 
the .3rd. There arc reports at Florence that the Austrians arc 
cliccked ; but no account of this liad been published by the 
French at Leghorn on the 14th. All the heavy stores arc 
shipping here and at St. Fiorenzo, and twenty-four hours, 
when the opportunity offers, will be sufficient. I hope we 
shall have settled Leghorn before the Dons, if they intend it, 
arrive. I have still my doubts as to a Spanish war; and if 
tliere should be one, with your management I have no fears. 
Their Fleet is ill-manned and worse Officered, I believe ; and 
they arc slow. Lord Bute’s letter paves the way very clearly 
for your line of acting : Ministers seldom commit themselves 
in an opinion. Should the Dons come, I shall then hope I 
may be spared, in my own person, to help to make you at 
least a Viscount. 

Lt is possible that the Spanish frigate bound to Civita 
Vecehia may be intended to carry money from his Holiness, 
with the famous Apollo, &c. ike., for the French. It is allowable 
to seize the property of Enemies, even on board Neutral Ships 
of War. ISfr. North tells me, that in the late war two or three 
Danish Ships of War were seized by the Spaniards, carrying 
stores to Giliraltar ; and, on the remonstrance of the Danish 
jMinister at Madrid, the answer he received was, that it was 
not Men of War which were stopped, but Vessels which had 
made themselves Merchantmen for the time. This hint may 
be useful ; the times arc critical. 

I am, ^c. 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO THE REVEHEND MR. NELSON, IlILIiOROrdlL 

rAiUojjfva]>li, in tUo NfEon Vapors. j 
t'aiitiiiii, lu'twooii l>!isiia aiul J.o'Jiliorn, Au>’iisl 

My dear Brother, 

I always have very groat pleasure in receiving a hotter from 
yon, and I have only to beg that you will write more fre- 
quently. I laugh at your fanc} ing my being able to buy, at 
h'ast. Tofts ; and don’t you be uneasy when I assure you that 
VOL. IT. " n 
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if I have saved my Ship-pay, the Marine I throw in, I shall 
be content ; but I verily believe that will not be the case. It 
is true I have taken numbers of prizes, but I have always 
shared with my Squadron, none of whom have I ever received 
sixpence from ; or, had so many Vessels in sight, that they 
run away with the greater part. I believe had I trusted to 
my own good fortune and enterprising spirit, I might have 
been able to think of Tofts; but that gives me not a moment’s 
concern. Happy, happy shall I be to return to a little but 
neat cottage ! 

I may tell you as a sca'et^ that probably the next letter you 
see from me will be in the Public Gazette. An expedition* 
is thought of, and of course I shall be there, for most of 
these services fall to my lot. I have just been arranging 
shot, shells, &c. &c., for to give our Enemies. As to re- 
wards, I expect none. I shall not, perhaps, return till a 
peace, when our services arc forgot. I am not surprised that 
the Linen draper should sell his estate. Almost every one 
lives beyond his income, and attempts to imitate his neigli- 
bour who is richer. However, now, I am a real Commodore 
having a Captain under mo,® I shall share for all prizes, who- 
ever is the taker. A Spanish galleon taken now in tliis 
Country will be a capital stroke, but I can hardly bring my- 
self to believe they will venture on a war. If the}^ do, we 
must give up Corsica, and that is all. Our Fleets will cover 
every sea but the Mediterranean. The Dons will expect it 
at home and abroad. America will readily join against them, 
and they will lose Mexico and Peru. Americ^a will find 
soldiers and privateers, and we must find Ships-of-war. I 
have my eye on a Spaniard Avho is gone, I fancy, to tlio 
mouth of the Tiber, to bring away the tribute of the Pope tor 
the French. I hoj^c to calch her on her return, if she has 
really their busts and money on board. 

I rejoice to hear Aunt Mary is so well recovered. Tell her 

* He iiuo'l a full rdjnmndoi’o, liaviii" (.'ujtliiiii Tlalpli WilloU <'i'’ 

his oji the I Ifli of Auf'iist, llire<* days hefore tin* <late of fliis Iftler. I* 

iijme.irs fn»))i ihe ‘ Orilfr of Datllo” of the Uhlj of lluiL 

Charh-, Stuart was hr; Captaiu imtii Captain Miller joined. — Orhfnnd in tJje N<‘l 
son J pipers. 
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I hope yet to take her by the hand before the ^^ear comes 
round. Tell me all the Norfolk news that is interesting. How 
are all our friends at Swaffham ? Docs Mr. llolfe live at (I 
have forgot the name) Sahara. I shall keep this letter open 
till I get to liCghorn, which I keep very warm with my 
Idockade, and hope to be able to tell you good news, I 
thank my nephew*' for his letter, and if he works as hard in 
the Church as I have done on the sea, he may become a 
Bishop. 

Aiif^iist lOtli, 

I am sorry to tell you the Austrians have had a check in 
Lombardy, ];y fancying themselves too pow^erful. It disap- 
})oints my hopes for the present, llcmember me most kindly 
to JNFrs. Nelson and Aunt Mary, Miss Charlotte, Horace, our 
fViends at Swaffham, and everywhere else. Perhaps yc.n may 
inoel Maurice vSuekling: he will now marry IMiss Praming- 
ham. He may be odd, but I believe none will do more 
real good witli the estate* when he comes to it, wliicli I ho])e 
he will.' Josiali thanks you all for your iiujuiries : he is not 
the least altered. 

Ever, your most affectionate brother, 

Horatio Nklson. 


TO nil-: TUGiiT iK)N. SIR (iiLURitr i:i.ijor. 

' ill ilie Miiito rjipf-vs. ' 

;it St-a. Autru.'-l nili. iniO. 

M}^ dear Sir, 

Our nows is not very good, but it is best to know the worst. 
You have probably the means of knowing what is going on at 
Leghorn; as to any rendezvous at iNlonte ('hristo, I liave no 
idea of that place, or that 4000 men can be embarked in 
Boats. I shall send a Ship to Genoa, almost directly, for 
news. I hope it will be better. 

Ever yours most faithful, 

Horatio Nelson. 

His Kxoellriipy tli»' Vico-Roy. 

^ Oortiiio, only soil of the Rev. Y^’illijiiu Ni-’ )ii, who avus ihon hm. seven voav:^ 
old. 

\ide vol. i, p. los. l.ieiiteiinnt M.uiii«e Suehling lid murry tlmt hulv. 

R 2 
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TO THE KIGIIT IIOX. SIR GILBERT ELLIOT. 

[Aiitograj)h, in the iSIiiito Papers. ] 

Captain, ofFBastia, August 18t1i, 1700. 

dear Sir, 

Seeing your Excellency’s boat coming on board, I beg leave 
to suggest that one of your privateers should look at (hvita 
Vecchia and the mouth of the Tiber, to see if the Spanisli 
frigate is there, and to endeavour to find out if she is taking 
tlie riches of Rome on board : if she is, I shall seriously think 
of getting hold of lier, but I believe I shall get the Admiral’s 
o])inion before she sails. 

Ever your most faithful, 

Horatio Nelsox. 

Tlis Exorllfuoy tlie Viec-ltoy, 


TO THE REVEREXl) MR. NET.S()X, RATH. 

' Aiuogvapli, in llir XeLon Papois.' 

Ciiptiiin, Augii-^t I'.Hli, lilKi. 

IMy dear Father, 

Your most affectionate letter of July 4th gave me infinite 
pleasure, and I assure you that no small part of the satisfaction 
I fool in doing my duty, is knowing the jileasure it will give 
you and iny dear wife. As to the rewards, I think it very 
jiossible those who arc on (he spot will get thoin, whilst we 
who fag at a distance are forgot. The la^t service is always 
the best, for it is natural. This gentleman had a Victory two 
years ago, the fruits of which wc enjoyed, and perhajis have 
lost again. The other is on the spot to receive his reward 
before the newer object ])re.sents itself. Rut all cannot bo 
employed near home, and half the rewairds are useless. Clod 
forbid I should ever lose myself so nnich as to be Knighted. 
Fame says wc arc to have a Spanish war in this (Country. 
The only consequence it can be to us may be the necessary 
cvaeuatiori of (lorsic^a, and that our Fleet will draw dowm the 
]Mcditerrar»ean. The Dons will suffer in every way for their 
folly, if they arc r(‘ally .so fool-hardy as to go to war to pleasf' 
the French. 

I am now an established (’ornmodore, having a (hipfain 
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api)ointed to the Sliip ; therefore my profossioiuil rise is regular 
and honourable. My brother William thinks I have been 
making a fortune, but I have assured liim of the contrary. I 
am glad to hear Aunt Mary is so well recovered, and as all 
the world will make peace, I cannot be very long before my 
arrival in England, and shall rejoice to have a neat cottage. 
1 am not surprised at the selling of estates : each man imitates 
his richer neighbour. As to our news here, the Austrians do 
not seem victorious anywhere, and the consc(|ucncc is, the 
iTcnch force friends where they arc superior. (Corsica is 
threatened and will probably fall, for the IVench have a very 
strong party in the Island. This is not strange. All their 
connexions are with the French. Great numbers of (.^orsican 
officers arc in high stations in their Army, which cannot be 
the case with ours 

\lorn'\ 

always asks after you. lie must take his chance as I have 
done before him. Last year, from various causes, I missed the 
op])ortiinity of sending something to the poor. I send it in 
time this year, and at the ])ropcr time yon will dispose of it. 
As to Aunt Mary, I wish to send some little thing she may 
want. Maurice sent her wine some time back, and the credit 
of it 

[f.orn.'\ 


TO ms UOYAI. IIlCillNKSS 'HIE DUKE OF Cr.ARENCE. 

'From Clarke ami M‘Artliur, vt'l. i. p. ^10'.). ; 

l!kli Aup-iisf, ITf'i!. 

Sir, 

In the present situation of affairs I will not let slip an op- 
portunity of writing to ycnir lloyal Highness. The check 
which the Austrians have met with in Italy on the 3rd, 4th, 
and ,5th, must give another unfavourable turn to the affairs ot 
our Allies. The French have made the most of it, and they 
were no doubt masters of the field of battle. I wish to say 
more than I dare to trust to the post, of the object of an ex- 
pedition that was to have taken place the moment Wurinser 
became victorious, in which I w’as to have been a principal 
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actor. — Oiir affairs in Corsica arc gloomy; there is a very 
strong llcpublicaii party in that Island, and they arc 
well supported from France; the first favourable moment, they 
will certainly act against us. The French arc endeavouring 
to get over from the continent twenty and thirty men at a 
time, and they will accomplish it in spite of all we can do. 
Gentili, a Corsican, who commanded in Ihistia when we took 
it, is arrived at Leghorn, to command in Corsica. Twenty 
field pieces have been sent from here, and arc landed near 
Ajaccio. 

As to our Fleet, under such a Coinmandcr-in-Chicf as Sir 
John Jervis, nobody has any fears. . , . We arc now twenty- 
two Sail of the Line, the combined Fleet will not be above 
thirty-five Sail of the Line, supposing the Dons detach to the 
West Indies. I will venture my life Sir John Jervis defeats 
them ; I do not mean by a regular battle, Init by the skill of 
our Admiral, and the activity and spirit of our Officers and 
seamen. This ('ountry is the most fiivourable possible for 
skill with an inferior Fleet; for the winds are so variable, that 
some one time in twenty-four hours you must be able to at- 
tack a part of a largo Fleet, and the other will be becalmed, 
or have a contrary wind, therefore I hope (government will 
not be alarmed for our safety — I mean more than is proper. 
I take for granted they will send us reinforcements as soon as 
possible, but there is nothing we are not able to accom[)lisli 
under JSir John .fervis. I am stationed, as you know, to 
blockade Leghorn; and now Corsica may ])revent my going 
to the Fleet, which 1 feel very miieb, but all cannot be as we 
wish. 1 assure your Royal Jlighncss that no small part of 
my pleasure in the acknow ledgment of my services, has arisen 
from the conviction that I am one of those of whom from 
your early youth you Inr. c been pleased to have a good 
opinion; and I have to beg that your Royal Highness will 
ever believe me your most faithful, 

Horatio Nelson." 


^ Ihs to tliis letter from Riolimond on the .‘Ird of OclotipJ' 

following: — 

‘‘ Lear 

“ J yours oi I'Hli AnpiiM, from I.oghoni llondM, n few days ago. and nnot 

lainenJj iu with \i,ii Kud every pood wisher of his eoiintry, the coiistaui 
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TO THE SWEDISH CONSUL AT LEGHORN. 

[From Clarko and M‘Artlinr, vol. i. p. JUO, wljo state that in the first part of this 
letter, Commodore Nelson assured tlic Swedisli Consul that the Cummaiider-in- 
Chief of his Majesty’s Fleet in the INlcditcn-aiiean, wishing to sdleviate the eala- 
jnitics which the French, by their possessing tlicmselves of the Neutral port of Leg- 
horn, had brought on the S\Ycdish Nation, had, in consideration of the near approach 
of winter, when the Baltic Hea would be frozen over, authorized him to permit the 
departure of Swedish vessels without cargoes.] 

‘,iUth August, I'JOO. 

You will therefore direct such Swedish vessels as may wish 
to f[uit the port of Leghorn, to come out of the Mole, and 
anchor near me, when I will furnish them with passports, to 
jirevent their being molested on their voyage. 

I am, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 

deleols llio Austrians have sufierod in Italy. It is a lamentublc eircumstaiice how 
v.’ctfu’v liiis attended (he Frcneh in tlieir diilerent expeditions on the Continent. 
'Die Arclidiike, 1 liope, in (icrmnuy will exicrminnie tliesc monsters ; in whioh ease, 

I yet trust Italy will b(? once more freed from requisitions and devastation. 

“It is a [ileasiint eiiTumslaiiee to every Knglislinian, and particularly to profes- 
sional men, to sec the Nawof this ( 'ouiitrv ride triumphant in all quarters of tlic 
gl..b(>: Still, dear Nelson, I never \\isli to hear of twenty two Ihiiish Sail of the 
Li .c lieiiig ojiposed (t» thirty-five of the Ihieiiiy, though a Combined FlecU, I venerate 
and esteem .lervis's abilities as high as any man, and 1 am well aequRJiucd N\itli the 
intrepidity and vnhmr of il»e Knglish sailor, and the knowledge and experience oi 
tiK.'ir otlicei's ; and, as a seaman myself, I can easily understand the ad\antagcs to 
be tiikeii fnmi variiibli' winds and calms. However, the risk, believe me, betN\ ecu 
such uneiinal force, is ttio great. 

“ Voii \ery ]iropor!v shew your discretion hyyoiir caution; and. therefore, you will 
inidci stand niiiu! if I do not by letter enter into the futurt' destinatioti ol your licet, 
and of llie intentions of onr (Io\**vnment towards the .Mediterrauean. A Spanish 
war is inevitahle, and I look forward with an anxious eye to the eiuuiuests which 
uiir Navy will make; and render themselves if possible more the terror and tlic 
admiration of tlie world. 

“ [ f('el very seiisiblv the llatteringcxprcssioiis you use in your letter to me, relative 
to being so inaiiy years inv aequajiilanee. I loved and estemned you from the 
beginning ns an ornament to the service, and must ever regard you as such. I he 
time immt, come when wt shall h.* where both my birth and my experience in the 
Navy ought to place me — 1 mean when J am entrusted with the oxeeiitne manage- 
ment of the Admiralty. It then will be both my duty and my inclination to serve, 
the deserving — amongst whom yx u will stand ever one ut tlic loremost. lor the 
pi'osent, adieu, and ever believe me to bo. Dear Nelson, your most affectionate 
friend, William.’'— in the Nehoii Tapers. 
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TO THE RIGHT IION. SIR GILBERT ELLIOT. 

[Autogrnpli, in the Miiito Tapers.] 

Cai)tain, liegliorn Roads, August ‘2(Uli, 

My dear Sir, 

I send you all my letters which you will be so good as to 
forward to Sir John Jervis when read; nothing new at Leg- 
horn; the same paper is stuck up at Leghorn as at other 
])laces, it is extraordinary' they should have been so long 
writing this famous victory — half, I hope, is not true. Mr. 
Ilcatly, the great victualler, writes me that the supply he is 
now procuring, will be the first and last, for the port of Genoa 
Avill be shut. If this should be the case, I really think we 
ought, ill the niorncnt they shut their Port, to seize the Island 
of Capraja. We shall find stores, arms, ike., for the use of the 
Corsican expedition, for by Mr. Drake’s account, and it is 
more probable than Monte Christo, that Island is now to be 
the road to Corsica. I have sent the Blanche to Genoa, but 
iny numbers arc so small, that I may not always be able to 
convey my news to your Excellency the moment I receive it. 
I expect her by the 23rd, for she is not to enter the Port ; if 
one of your Ilircd-vcsscls could be here by that time, and 
occasionally call on me at other times, you will get news 
from Genoa very (piickly. 

Ever your Excellency’s 

Most obedient servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 

His Kxcdlciicy tlio Vice Rnv. 


TO ADMIRAL SIR JOHN JERVIS, K.R. 

[ From CFirko nml jr^lrdnir, vol. i. p. j 

L«*gliorn Roads, August IF.Xi. 

We arc anxious indeed to receive news. All our expected 
liopcs arc blasted, 1 fear, for the present, by Wunnscr’s feeling 
too sure. Austria, I suppose, must make peace, and wc 
shall, as usual, be left to fight it out : however, at the worst, 
wc only give up (Corsica, an ac(|uisition whicli I believe wc 
cannot keep, and our Fleet will draw down the Mediter- 
ranean. The Dons will pay most severely, if they are fools 
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enough to involve themselves in a war. The way lo Corsica 
is to be through the Island of Capraja. Should Genoa shut 
her Tort against us, I shall presume to advise the Viceroy in- 
stantly to seize Capraja, where he will find all the arms, &e. 
for Corsica, and probably French troops. I send you a letter 
from Mr. Drake, not very fixvourable for a successful campaign, 

[■Appnreiilly in Coiitiinuilioii.] 

August 

On Thursday last, 1225 French left Leghorn with General 
Vaubois, and almost all the Officers; the French Major de 
Place commands the remainder, which is not more than ci gilt 
or nine hundred men, that is the utmost. Seventy or eighty 
sailors are gone with the Army, to manage, as they say, some 
llat-bottomod Poats that are prepared for crossing the inunda- 
tions about Mantua, wliich place they are determined to 
storm. Another very extraordinary thing has taken place 
licre; all the cannon that had been mounted on the works, 
cxccjit on the Mole, has been dismounted, and put into the same 
stores whence it was taken. What docs this mean ? an eva- 
cuation, I should rather think ; yes, and that they arc ordered 
to replace things as they found them, Mr. Wyndhain, my 
reports say, is goiu' to Rome, and thence to the King of 
N'aplcs,” to endeavour to induce his ^[ajesty to recommence 
hostilities. Lively is sent to examine the coast to the south- 
ward, to see if any number of boats are collected to carry over 
troops to (^oi*sica. Lord Garlics is active, and I feel a real 
plocasure in having him with me, I only In^pc for an oppor- 
tunity of giving him some real service, 

August 

I again hope that the defeat of the French is at hand, they 
arc surrounded at Verona. The Austrians on the loth got a 
reinforcement of 20,000 men. Buonaparte is reported to have 
been wounded. 

I am, K'c. 

Horatio Nelson. 


* An Annisticc bclwcou Nnplrs nml I'ninri' hml brni signed (Ui tlie bth oi.luiio, 
lasted until the Treaty of J\‘acc, coucliideil eii the lOlh of November following. 
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TO SIGNOR JAQUES DE LAVELETFE, GOVERNOR OF LEGHORN. 

[From Clarke niul M'Artliur, vol. i. |>. .‘11 1.] 

Loghoru Roarla, S'Ind August, 1700. 

Your Excellency, from the great length of time you have 
been at Leghorn, well knows that it is the pride of the English 
to relieve and alleviate the misfortunes even of their enemies. 
Much more, then, would it be a ])leasure to England to assist 
the Tuscans in their distress, from ‘the l)reach of faith of the 
French, and their most extraordinary conduct towards a Neu- 
tral State. I therefore had given passports to every fisherman 
to go out as usual with their tartans; and it is with astonish- 
ment I find that these poor fishermen, who arc obliged to 
come on board my Sovereigifs Ship to obtain that permission, 
which not only maintains a number of ])oor Tuscan families, 
but also supplies the Town of Leghorn with fisli, arc by your 
Excellency, as President of the Health-office, sulijccted to a 
(juarantine of ten days, although I liavc given my word of 
honour, whlcli until now was never doubted, that I am with 
my S(juadron ut llhmt imwtktu 

I must desire, Sir, that you will reiiresent my libc'ral 
conduct, contrasted with yours, to his Uoyal Highness, your 
Sovereign. You must liave noticed rny long forbearance, in 
not having repelled llie firing of the batteries against his 
Britannic ^Majesty’s Ships; you must liave known that it haN 
been humanity, and not want of powm*, towards a Town aiiil 
its innocent inhabitants belonging to your Sovereign, whose 
situation I have pitied: but now, as the Enemy have with- 
drawn such numbers of tlicir troops, and the Tuscan soldiers 
being so superior to the frencli, I beg leave to acquaint you, 
that if in future one sliot is fired at his Britannic Majesty 
Shij)s, I shall chastise the battery ; and whatever damage* may 
liappen to the Town, your Sovereign and t)ie inhabitants oi 
Leghorn must lay the entire blame on his Excellency Jaques 
dc Lavelctte, and not on your Excellency’s most obedient 
servant, 


Horatio Nelson. 
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TO TilE niGIIT IlON. SfR GIIJJERT ELLIOT. 

[Autograph, in the Miiito I’apers?.] 

C'axhaiu, Leghorn KoaUs, August ‘I'hid, 1790. 

My dear Sir, 

1 have no means of sending to you, and iny numbers arc 
now so small, that I much fear I cannot send to you so often 
as I wish. On Thursday and Friday, they say 1225 French 
inarched out of the Town, and with them 78 or 80 sailors, 
which they want to use in the Hat Boats they have prepared 
for crossing the river and iimiidations about jNfantua. There 
docs not remain here more than 800 or 900 of the worst 
of the troops. General Vaiibois and all the superior Officers 
arc gone. '^I'he French Major dc Place commands, and 
every day small ])artics go offi There is also another very 
extraordinary circumstance : all the cannon w hich the French 
had taken from the Arsenal to mount on the w^orks, are all 
taken from thence, and replaced in the storehouses where 
tliey came Iroin, except on the Mole-head. What can all 
tliis mean ? Is it a prelude to an evacuation ? But I shall 
have further particulars this evening. You will have heard 
from jVIr. \Vyndham : my reports say he is gone to Koine, 
and to the King of Naples at Monte Casino, to endeavour to 
induce him to recommence hostilities. 1 take this to be in 
consequence of your letter. The 400 Corsican soldiers 
which wTre in Lcirhorn are gone to Mantua, and 1 mn assured 
that no Ihiscan boat will carry a Frenclimau over to (Corsica. 
However, I have sent the Lively to examine ininutely the 
coast. Although the French had the field of battle, yet I am 
eoididcnt, from all I hear, that their loss of men was very 
many more than the Austrians. T am to have to-night par- 
ticulars of the action of the l.‘Uh, near ('orona. Pray, Sir, 
when Sardine comes to Bastia, if the Gorgon is arrived, send 
lier to me. 

23rd. — I am in great fear iiiy nqiortei is taken: some- 
thing extraordinary must have ha}>neiica, or he would have 
been on board this morning. Twenty tartaiies from Leg- 
horn are round me; they all agree that very few French 
I’cinain in Leghorn, that the cannon are all replaced in the 
storehouse, and that no paper has been stuck up since the 
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Acliuii of the 3v(l and 4th; and they arc all inveterate against 
Mr. Villcttcs, who is certainly in the French interest. Yon 
will form an opinion wliat is proper to he done. Nearly all 
the Light-horse arc gone off this morning. The llagusa 
boat tells me that a courier arrived yesterday, which says that 
the French arc surrounded in Verona, that the Austrians had 
got all their Army united, and kept the French in. It was 
said last night that Gen till was arrived at Leghorn, but he 
docs not know if it actually was so. I'his is the time to strike 
our blow ; and even if we could not succeed, of which I have 
not the smallest doubt, what an Army the French must send 
to dislodge us from the water-side ! The Danes say there are 
reports that the French, on the 20th, lost 9000 men near 
Verona. All agree the Austrians received a great reinforce- 
ment on the loth: they report 20,000 men. I hope Blanche 
will arrive for me to send you Genoa news, but li'Iiclair 
must go. 

Ever believe me, dear Sir, 

Your Excellency's most faithful servant, 

lIoHATio Nelson. 


His livrcllrilcy ihr 


3Iay I beg my private letters may go, when opportunity 
offers, for England — bv post, I Tnean, 


ro ^IHS. NELSON. 

I'roiii riarkc iinil M'AvtImr, \tjl. i. )). Ml i. In ilii^ Ictu r In- Mrs, 

Nf'Lon tlifif snr ii ns wnv sctilrcl wirli llio Oruinl Onk*'. In.' ''ImuM 

tin’ I‘npp H \i.sif, and he Hddnd— ; 

l.pfrliorii Hoad-, ',';)rd, ILm;. 

I do not think that he will oppose the thunder of the Vatican 
against my thunder ; and you will, I dare say, hear that I am 
at Home in my barge. If 1 succeed, 1 am determined to row 
up the Tllicrj and into Home. 

Yours, &c. 

lloiiATio Nelson. 
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TO THE llIGIi r HON. SIR GILRERI' KLITOT. 
f Autogrnpli, in iho .Miiito I'apoi^. j 

Captain, Logliorn lioads, Angufit rdIC). 

My dear Sir, 

I liavo tlio honour to transmit your Excellency a letter 
from [the] Ragusan (Consul; my answer has been that I 
would immediately send it to you and Sir John Jervis, but 
that whatever indulgence is granted must be to Ships without 
cargoes. All projter representation has been made to the 
Grand Duke, and the answer they have received has been, 
you arc at lii)CiTy to (piit the Port. If your Excellenc}^ is 
still of opinion, that in the present situation of affairs, it will 
be more political in us to allow the departure of Vessels without 
cargoes to those Nations who ask it of us, I shall, without 
waiting for the answer of my Admiral, permit their departure. 
I have the honour to ])erfectly agree with your Excellency’s 
foriiKU’ sentiments, that on all considerations it would be 
honourable in us to allow of the departure, and that to the 
lower Order in J.cghoru the desolation and misery which the 
French have brought on them would be more apparent. 

1 am, with the highest respect, 

Your l^xccllency’s most obedient Servant, 

IIoiiATio Nklson. 

His I'AOrllfiK V the 

Pray forward the enclosed to the Admiral ; the Danish 
Consul has sent the same : he lias fifteen Danes, 


TO riiK Kiciin HON. sill (,ii,ih:ht r.i.uor. 

Autogiupli, in till’ Miiito Vapi'V". 

I.«*gln);'ii lloiuls, Angii^t 'J-Ul), 

My dear Sir, 

The IManche is not yet arrived fnan Genoa, but I shall 
keep the h'tters open till she does. Our Leghorn news be- 
comes every day interesting ; you will see, even by the (lo- 
vernor’s letter, that a number of the French have quitted the 
]>lace,the remainder are in the thn e forts of Fort Nova, ISIarata, 
•‘tnd the Old Fort ; they send c< rlificales to tlie gates, but the 
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forts are shut up every night. Gcntili, with a number of 
Corsicans, are here, and arc certainly intended to be carried 
to Bogniano ; they have sent some few from towards Piom- 
bino ; these went first to Capraja, from thence to the coast of 
Ajaccio, from whence, two nights ago, came a French Row- 
boat, with four or five Frenchmen, sup})oscd to be Officers. 
Whatever distress they may feel, yet Corsica* seems a great 
object to them, more, perhaps, to kee]) us in hot water, than 
with any real hope of conquest. Nor do these Privateers go 
to the southward and through the Straits of Bonitaccio, or 
do they go round by Cape Corse ; nothitig has a chance of 
stopping these Boats but Vessels like themselves ; the only 
way is to cut at the root, for wliilst Leghorn is open, this 
communication must always be going on. There has cer- 
tainly been a battle between the 12th and 20th, and as the 
French have published nothing, we may hope it has bccai 
fixvourablo to us." I am sure Leghorn would be no verydifli- 
cult task: the inhabitants, to a certainty, would admit us into 
the Town, when we should soon master tlieso forts. This 
moment l)rings to my eyes a body of about 200 men, with llu' 
Corsican flag caiTying before them ; they Jire ])artly from 
Nice, and joined by Genoese, ckc., on the road, 'flic lime ap- 
proaches when wc shall either have to fight them in Corsica 
or Legliorn. I believe they arc ])y far l(!^s dangerous lu'U' 
than in Corsica, 

Thursday night. — 1 have had my reporter off, and a 
Tunisian, with a liCghorii mcrcliaut, to beg a Venetian for 
Tunis may be allowed to sail with her cargo. I send you 
his letter, but I cannot think wc enu open the door for 
allowing any Nation to quit the Port with cargoes. I ex- 
plained to him the great diffcrenca^ rcs]>ceting goods and 
money actually belonging to flic I)ey of Algic-rs, that wc wen’ 
actuated by the love of justice, and that be must bo sensible 
that our blockade was the natural conscfjuencc of the Frcncli 
taking Leghorn, and that it must bo blockaded till fhey 
quitted it, when the Port would again bo neutral ; but I siihfnif 
to y{)ur Lx( (Heiicy the propriety of allowing this cargo, which, 


’ Mar'.liiil Vv'uniisjT in two on tin; 

lAitll f'f Aiiyii.sl. 
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perhaps, may be English property, to sail from this place. 
All the English property is collected into pro])er ^varchouses 
and the French say it will shortly be sold. This merchant 
says it is believed there was a great battle on the 16th, 17th, 
and 18th, and that the French army is now only 22,000 men, 
and retreated to Lodi,** but nothing is published. All agree 
about Gcntili and the Corsicans. The Leghornese will, 
if they are sure of the French being beat, to a certainty join 
ns, and enable us to get into the Town, when we could soon 
get the forts. I am.anxious for the Blanche. 

August 26th. — Last night came on board a letter from the 
Spanish (Consul, rocpicsting leave for the Ships of his Nation 
to quit the Port, in particular one which is loaded with con- 
struction timber for Carthagena ; this Ship, of all others, should 
not pass mo. It' I thought it would be a S])anish war, 1 
would get hold of her, but at present that would be going too 
great lengths. The Blanche is in sight. Keports, by the man 
last night, that the French say more (h)rsicans arc coming from 
Nice, to embark for (kwsica. They all bring their wives and 
children. i\s my letter is merely of news, pray forward it 
[to] Sir John .lervis, witli the enclosures. The Lively had 
two men killed and two wounded, the other day, by a shot 
striking her, yet I do not, unless forced, like to fire into Leg- 
horn. 

Ever believe me, 

Your Excellency’s most faithful humble Servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 

Ilis l’\f»'l]rnoy lllf* Viet' lv')\. 

Now is the time for the Corsican ])rivatcers to act, but I 
fear they will not. 


TO THE RlCiHT IlON. SIR (JIEUERT ELLIOT. 
[Autograph, in the Minto Papors.] 


C.tplain, oir ih< (ior oiiii, Auj^usi 

My dear Sir, 

f am on rny way to the Fleet, it is a great object that the 
Ship sliould join, and as there no (kiptain joined her, I 


* Tlii.s report wn.. uiunio. 
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think it advisable to go in her niyselC It the Spaniards go 
to war with us, which I own I cannot even yet bring myself 
to believe, I hope to be in time to assist our worthy Admiral, 
and at all events I shall wish to talk a little with him. I 
wrote you so fully by the Gorgon, Leghorn news, and 
Blanche has such packets of Genoa news, that there is little 
for me to say. I hear many of these (Corsicans from France 
are to be carried by Greek vessels from Genoa, Port Kspecia, 
Piombino, and, in short, the whole coast ; if each takes eight or 
ten, it is almost impossible we can stop any of them, but if 
they arc sure of being taken care of when they land in 
Corsica, the part of the Kingdom where they arc so concealed 
or assisted must be rotten at heart. Others say ^Tontc ('hristo 
is the rendezvous ; this can be easily ascertained, as all the 
people from Leghorn believe there has been a battle between 
the 12th and 20th. Why should we not hope it is so, for why 
should Leghorn have had so very large a part of its force 
taken away, if the French liave entirely I’orced the Austrians 
out of Italy? 

I shall desire the Privateer to call on ])oard the Lively, 
wlio is in Leghorn Hoads, and commands the blockade 
till my return, to receive from Lord (hirlies such news as 
he may have j)ickcd u}). I lake for granted the Admiral 
will send me back in a Gutter, but I shall give him a good 
ordered Seventy-four, and take my chance of helping to 
thrash Don Langara,'' than which few things, I assure you, 
would give me [iiore real pleasure. This will nearly be their 
force from (’adiz: S[)anish, ten; Frcncli, seven; Carthageiai, 
not more than seven ; Toulon, not more than eight or ten. 
Su))pose them all united, thirty- two or thirty-four; our Fleet, 
twenty-two Sail of such Ships as hardly ever before graced 
the Ocean, but I will suppose it is to he a Spanish war — tliev 
know Man has joined. I do not think tliey will come np the 
Straits. Solano may he gone to the West Indies. Jaingara 
and Ptichery, I really think they would do us more dainagt’ 
by getting off (hipe Finislerrc ; it i.s then! I fear them. Oh, 
our (hjiivoy, Admiral Man, how could you (piit Gibraltar 

Atlinin.) .n ,iii (Ic f eoiiiinniMl«*r in riiirt •>l’ t)j«* Sjmnisli I'Nm I. 

’ l ilt' <•( K-'iir A*liiiiriil M Jiii, uii OlVuMrr »jf (‘xciictl tin- jistcni;'!' 

jiMMil of tlir v/lifilc Na’v. In Or’iolitT lio \Mi:i si'iit ijoju tin; 
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Sir John, however, is a man of political courage, no less neces- 
sary than warlike— will certainly, in my humble opinion, beat 
Don L., if he attempts to conic this side San Sebastian’s, 
with Richery in company. Whatever the Don may say, we 
must not trust. Believe me, dear Sir, 

Your Excellency’s most obedient, faithful servant, 

Horatio Nelson, 

Pray forward my private letters. 

11 is Kxoelk'iu'.y the Vice-R<»y. 

Lord Garlics has the necessary directions about the light 
vessels. 

I'ltM't Ity Adniiri'I llolliain, wifli six Sail of the Line and a Frigata, in piirsiiir 
(»f Admiral liicliory’s Squadron, and rontiniUMl detuidn'd until the deelavalioii of 
War with Spain, in October, 17!H(, when he was expressly cominauded tu join 
Sir John Jer\is, both by the Admiral and the Admiralty. Fniin the infe- 
lierity of the English Fleet to that <if the Knciny, his arrival was anxiously 
expected; but instca<l of <djcving his orders, he cruised for a short lime oil’ 
('a]M' St. S'incent, tnal then tntnally proceeded with his Stpiadroii to Fnghmd, 
where he arrised ou the dtlth of Itceemhcr. NcKcui’s opinion of Ijis condnet is 
shcwti hy his FetU'i's; and the Commander in t’hicf, writing to the Se cretary of the 
.\ilmirally, on the llili of Nhtvemhcr, said — “ 1 have greatly to laiiieut the measure 
J'lcar-.Xdniiral Man has taken, in proee<*ding to cruise olf C’aja* S(. Vim-eni with the 
S(|uadroii under liis orders, for a limited time, tnid then (*f repairing to Spithead. ” 
To Marl Spencer, «)n the same day. Sir .hdni derxis exprcsseil himself in still 
stimigtr terms: — “'I'he eonduet of Admiral .Man is im-omprehensihle : he acknow- 
ledges h) lia\«’ reeeivi'il my <irders and the dtiplieates, and that he opened ilie 
dispatehos which directed my eoniinnanee in the Mediterranean. I liad taken the 
liherlyof caulioning him against roiisiiliiiig with the Captains under liis orders, who 
all wanted to get to Fngland ; and y«‘t, hy a passage in his pnldie letter, it a}>jiears 
that lie acted willi their eonenneiiee.’’ * ♦ ♦ “I cannot deserihe to u.ur l.ord- 

sliip tlie disappointment my amhition and /eal to serve my Cotintry has siilVered hy this 
diminution of my l'\)ri'e ; for Inul Admiral Alan saihal from Uihraltar on the It'lh 
Oeloher, the day he n*eei\ed ni\ onlers, aiul fnltilled them, 1 have every reason to 
helirve tJie Spanish I’leet Would ha\e heeii ctit to pieces." — '/'m frrrs l.i/r i[l' Kttrl 
A7. / inrvut, vol. i. pp. 'hP.l, ‘Me. 

Cajitain (aflerwanls Lord) Colliugwootl, writing from (iihraltar on the .uh of 
Ib'cemher, ohs<M‘v<’d — “The Spanish Flei*t, nearlv donhh* onr numhers, were jouising 
almost in \iew, and our reeiumoitring Frigates sometiims got amongst them, 
while we experted tliem hourly to he joined by the Freiieh, who had alreaily possi's 
si<m of the harhour in xvliieh we lav. IMil no Alan a| peared, and as the Lnetny 
began to annoy ns from the shore, we sailed on the ‘ind of No\ ember. We arrived 
beii> ()|) (]|,, ] instant, and judge of our siirpiise to find that Admiral Alan and his 
‘^‘ptitdron had gone off to Fiiiglniul. lie is we. known to he as brave a man us any 
the world, and no oiu has more anxiety to dj what is rigid. 1 am confident he 
VOL. II. 
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TO THE EIGHT IlOX. SIR GILBERT ELLIOT. 

[ Autograph, in the ■Minto Papers.] 

Captmii, Leghorn Hoails, September -Srd, 17U0. 

My dear Sir, 

I left our good Admiral two days ago, all well, and send by 
Lord Garlies a letter from him. Whatever fears we may en- 
tertain for Corsica, it is certain Government at home have 
none, by taking so very respectable a part of your force away. 
I have only to say that you can propose no way in which 1 can 
be useful to you that I shall not most readily concur in, and 
have desired Lord Garlies to converse with your Excellency 
how we can bo most beneficially cmjdoyed. The other ser- 
vice his Lordship is ordered upon, you will, if possible, I well 
know, most readily assist him in. For I.ieghorn news, and fur 
all others from this (ptartcr, I beg leave to refer you to his 
Lordship. 

Believe me with the most perfect respect, 

Your Excellency’s most faithful, 

Horatio Nelson. 

Tli^ Excellency the Vice-Roy. 

I send you a letter to read in which your expedition to 
Leghorn is glanced at ; please to forw'ard it to the Admiral. 

Afay I beg the favour of my private letter for England. 


jT) Ai):MiitA{. Slit JOHN .ii:n\‘is, K.n. 

i pim Vliirkc ainl M'Arihiir, i. p. 

f.i 'MiMrn :{nl Srptcjiihcr, 

I arrived yesterday, and now^ send you twm c(;pies of h ttors 
from Mr. Wyndhain. Lord Garlies goes over to Ihrstia thi ' 

ahv;i\s JiiPiiii' lilt' ; ]m!» thf i' fDul (ii)il knows I n 'Or' 

urgiitfifiifs li»' '.Nil! jnstily it." — i'i>rrr>]n.in/f iirr /./ f.nni ( in/irfu/ff, vol. i. j - I’- 
When llt ;ir A-hiiiml sini\iil in l-.J)gl:in'l, flu* .\iltiiir«ltv lo him. ik'i''* 

•f': rill' iii<l 111 ' .l;Lir,ia.rs , Ji'.ti — • 'I Imt lh>y ranu'il hut h «•! tiif gifiilrst n-!.','' I <i' '' 
yon slitmlii im-.c hi't.'ji imlufi'il tn n'lnrn lo England witli tlif Stiinidrou tinili‘i' 
(»r(h‘i^, nnd' j- i)jc (•lifiijnsiiuji- > in nhith \on wt-n- linn |>bn'nl umi their I liii' 
sigiii li .pl(:ji^i:rt* bv u<li|inr:r fhiil orders will Ik; to son. ciili'i 

by ilii' or !', }ii"i row’s post, tn •'fiikK yonr llag iind »:oim’ on shore ." — '' 
M"iiioii -< (:/ A/o ' /'/. rhh 4'nl^ vol. i. p. *’10. 

Ili w lie r -I it < oiiii niartl.d is \»Ty s»irj»jising. Adinirnl Mmi ilors W’t 
jijifM'.ir ( vor )ii boMi Kgjiiii t'Uiployi'd ; and Im died rm Adiuiial of llic Rcih ii' 

Scjit- mber, IsL;}. 
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(lay, to converse with the Vice-lloy, who, Captain Cock- 
burn tells me, has apparently no fears for Corsica : his in- 
formation, I must suppose, is good, and that he knows of every 
additional scoundrel who sets foot in the Island. You ^Yill 
comment on the day wlien Mr. Wyndham says the treaty^ was 
signed — the very day Langara sailed from Cadiz ; but llie 
sudden return, and all jNIr. Duffs^ letters, give us a large field 
for conversation, whicli may amuse your Vice- Admirals, and 
drive away ennui. 

I have before told the Vice-Roy, how impossible it is 
for us lo stop boats which row faster than our barges ; but 
that, w'hatever he proposes, I should most readily concur in 
for sending him every assistance. I enclose an official 
answer from the (irand Duke to my letter, which I forgot 
to show you. Some parts border a little on impertinence; 
however, it has made us laugh ; and the King of Kngland 
cannot, although I bear he is one of the best masons in 
his Dominions, stop shot-holes half so soon as I can make 
them. I yet ho])e for a good and glorious campaign by sea 
and land, and I wish that Mr. Wyndham s fears may ])e 
r(‘alizcd, and that the Toulon Fleet may come out ; but I fear 
they will not. 

1 am, See. 

lloiiATio Nelsox. 


XOTE ADDRKSSM) I'O rifE CiENOESK (jtnT.ltN M EM . 

I I'rojn 51 (- oi'N ill ilii‘ Adniii'siliy. 

Commodore Nelson is surprised and astonished to hear tli it 
some bullocks, the actual ])ro])eiiy of his Rritaiinic Majesty, 
have been prevented from being embarked in the Port of 
Genoa. This case is so new and extraordinary, that the (’oni- 
modore hopes there is some mistake in the matter, which will 
be recti(ic(l on this rc])rosenlation, for the (a)mmodoro cannot 
conceive that the pn^perly of his Sovereign or Subjects can be 
stopped by a friendly Power on any pretence whatsoever. It 

O(l(*nsi\o and dcfajisiv*' l-Dmct* r. 1 Sp5iiii, wliirli signed on the 

i'dili of August. 

dauH-s Es'|,, BritiHli ('ou-'MI at Cadi. . 

s 2 
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is usual for all Nations, when they think it right to prohibit 
the exportation of provisions, to give notice that after a certain 
time no provisions will be allowed to be exported. 

The Ooinmodore hopes, for the happiness of the GenoCvSe 
Nation, as also for that of the English, that the Serene Govern- 
ment will take no measure which may intercept the harmony 
which so happily subsists between his Sovereign and the 
Serene Republic of Genoa, and which the ('oinmodore has at 
all times so studiously endeavoured to preserve. 

Dated on board his Britannic Majesty’s Ship (biptain, 
Mole of Genoa, September 4th, 1796. 

Horatio Nelson. 


.NOTE ADDRESSED TO THE GENOESE GOVERNMEN'I'. 

’From ft Copy in tli«' Adininiliy, tninsniittcd in Admiral Sir doliii dersi^’s It-tnr 
td’h'/c J7(ii of s<*pt*'iMl)or. 

About S».>jitmul)t*r, 

The Commodore [not] having yet received any answer to liis 
Note of September 4th, is induced to trouble the Doge wiilia 
visit, to reqiK'st his influence for a speedy answer being given, 
and at the same time to assure the Doge that the oxen arc 
bought under the full sanction of the Proclamation of October, 
179d; and the ('ommodorc gives his word of honour that it 
has been proved to him that not one of tlic boasts inive I)ccn 
l)rcd or ])iirchascd in the Uc|)nblic of Genoa. 

Therefore, as lliLs sudden prevention of tlieir embarkation,, 
contrary to the proclamation of October, 179.>, must have' 
arisen from some gross inisrcj>rcscntation, the (hanmodoiv 
Iioj)cs now he has had the lionour of explaining to the Dog<' 
the whole affair, that a favourable answer will hcj given to Ins 
a])plication, for the cattle being the property of Ids Britannic: 
Majesty, can never be sold to any person, and they must ;il 
]n*esent be considered as sc(jucstcrcd by order of the Serene' 
Government, and at a time when the Commodore, by orch'r 
of his Adtidral, Sir John Jervis, Cornmandcr-in-Chicf of tlie 
British i is .bowing every attention to the subjects 
Genoa, in pc i rrulting several of their Vessels to leave Leghorn 
v/ith their cargoes, and ])crmitting wood to be (‘mbarked from 
the J\isean State for the City of Genoa. 
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TO JJl.-) tXCKIJ-KN'CY FJtANCJ.S URAKi:, 

[From a Copy in the Admiralty. J 

September !)tb, ]/ 00. 

My dear Sir, 

Mr. Brarnc, or rather Mr. Bird, will detail to you the whole 
liistory about the bullocks, and what steps have been taken on 
niy part. I hope you wull not think I have gone too far. I 
assure you it has gone much against me to fish in Diplomatic 
water, for there must be many forms in getting tlirough these 
matters w'hich I am unacquainted w'ith. I shall endeavour to 
have something here to wait your answer. The French seem 
to dictate to this Government what they shall do. I was 
present yesterday at the meeting of the Merchants, and told 
them what I knew of the return of the Spanish Fleet into 
(huliz. However, they say they will be ])rcparcd; and if 
they let me know' in time, I wull most certainly afford them 
every ])rotcction in my power; and if tlic Genoese Govern- 
inent seize (secpiestered they have) the property of the King, 
God knows how long they will regard the property of the 
Subject. 

The Russian Minister has just sent me w’ord that, last night, 
the Doge put the question to the Senate to give me thirty bul- 
locks, but it w^as overruled, and I am not to have one. The 
principal argument was, we shall offend the French, and we 
had better offend the English than them, for they will not 
injure us so much. I have desired that all your papers may 
be sent on board me ; if not, Mr. Brainc w'ill destroy them. 

Mr. Brainc is unfit for business. 

[Not signed.] 


TO rilK GKNOKSK SlCCHFTAItV STATi:. 

1 FiDin a Copy in tin- A«luiirnliN. 

His B.itannif Mujf ay’s ship Captain, (ionoa Mole, 
'<<-pf('inbrr JOtli, 

Sir, 

I have to request that you vill inform me w'hethcr an 
answer is to be given this day to the repeated applications 
^or the embarkation of his Britannic Majesty's cattle. If I 
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receive none, 1 shall, in the evening, send off an express to 
his Excellency Mr. Drake, and another to his Excellency Sir 
John Jervis, Admiral of the British Fleet, and ^vithdra^v his 
Majesty’s Ships from the Port of Genoa ; and I believe that 
their Excellencies will take such measures as are proper in 
this extraordinary conjuncture, in the detention of his Brh 
tannic Majesty’s propert}. Hoping, for the ha])pinGss of the 
tw^o Nations, that the Government of Genoa will take no 
step which may for a moment intercept the- harmony which 
has lately prevailed between liis Britannic Majesty and the 
Serene Government, 

I have the liononr to be, Sii*, 

Your most obedient servant, 

lIouATio Nelson. 


TO -MRS. M:L<()\. 

'I'niin Clark'' hihI M'Artlmr, \<>l. i. p. >{!(!. 1 

Srj.ii'hiKrr lOlli, 1 TMi. 

I have memorialized the Senate, and had an audience of the 
J)oge, but still these wise heads are })uzzle(l. J’he Doge was 
\ cry curious about me; he asked my age, said he had heard 
much of me, that the blockade of J^eghorn was strict beyond 
what he could luive thought possible ; at the same time, he 
])ublicly thanked me for my goodness on many occasions to 
Genoese vessels. It has hitherto, my dearest l anny, been my 
good fortune to have combined the strictest rigour of my duty 
with gaining the good-will of the ])aiTics interested. My con- 
duct has been open: that has been my secret, and it has 
answered. 

Yours, cS^c.' 

Horatio Nelson. 


Sir, 


10 ADMIRAI. SIR JOHN .ILUVJS, K.R. 

I rofi. u C'(>pv ill I Ik* 

CupUiiii, ofl’Ca'iioii, Sriitonl)(*r lllk, 


You know oi my orders for L’Echiir, to cornc to Genoa lor 
a (k)iivoy of bullock.s, which Mr. Ilcatly had bought for the 
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use of the Fleet. La.st Sunday I was surprised to meet the 
L’Eclair at sea, and more so, to find that the Government of 
Genoa had refused the embarkation. I send you Mr. Brame’s 
[letter] — I should say, Mr. Bird’s (his son-indaw), for Mr. B. 
is scarcely able to write — which is a faithful detail of all that 
has passed. 

As I send every paper, I shall not trouble you with a repe- 
tition of them. This Government is in terror of the French : 
many of its Members arc bought over, and all, I believe, 
think that the English would be a far more generous Enemy 
than the French : therefore, they would rather offend us than 
them. In my conversation with tlie Doge, 1 hinted (on liis 
rather insinuating that a great Army close to their gates 
hiiight cut otf alt supplies of meat for the Gity), that wc had 
the power to cut off supj)lies of corn and wood which come by 
sea. Ilis answer was, what was true, that a small Country 
liVo Genoa, was in a terrible situation between great Powers 
at war. I urged our claim to justice, having conformed to 
the laws of Genoa. He admitted we had justice and right 
0)1 our side. 

You will, Sir, I am sure, do what is right, for a more fla- 
grant disregard for the English can never be told. If the 
pvopert}^ of the Sovereign is se({uestcrcd, God knows how 
long the ])r()])erty of the Subject will be safe : certainly no 
longer than it suits their convenience. 

I hope you will think I have done what is proper, and shall 
he happy to receive your commands how to act. I should 
think a firm demand from you, with a threat of detaining 
Genoese provisions so long as they detain his Majesty’s, will 
have its proper effect. 

E\cry day French vessels come to Gc'iioa laden with 
powder, shot, &c., and land them at St. Pierre d’Arcna," where 
the French have large inagaxines of powder, and other stores. 
They have four guns mounted on the beach, for tlieir protection, 
‘tnd are going to erect a large battiu’y and have one thousand 
men to tlefeiid it. They have demanded one of the large 
palaces for an hospital, and taken it. If the war continues, it 

* In Commissary Sucy’s letlor lo iho Cov mandaut of tlic Lanthovu Battery, he 
sftid that t1)f agents of the OovorumoiU ther*- had guaranteed the Vrench landing 

goods’ in the harbour of St. rime trAreiui. 
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iiuisl cud ill the French taking possession of Genoa, (suppos- 
ing their success coiitiiiucs.) Such an event has happeneil ! 
>vhicli I must reserve for another letter. Whatever may be 
the consequence, my mind tells me I have done perfectly 
right, and I hope you will also think so. 

Believe me, Sir, 

With the greatest respect, 

Your most obedient servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 

TO AD.MIRAT. SIR JOHN JER\ IS, K.I?. 

; From a fojiy i« iht* Ailmirolty.j 

Captiiiii, offdciKJu, Seplrnilx'r lltli. I7!M;. 

Sir, 

As I wish only to be supported by truth, I send you ever}' 
Paper relative to the subject, and firmly believe I shall receive 
the approbation of your judgment.’ I shall only declare to 
you, on rny honour, that 1 had not the smallest intention to 
attack tlie French vessel, had not the French themselve.s 
forced me to it. I do not think neutrality can be all on one 
side. 

I have the honour to be, &c, 

Horatio Nelson. 

Sent another letter to the (’onsul, desiring him to exert 
himself, and not to give way one inch ; that I felt I had acted 
right; and desired he would look out for inhabitants of St. P. 
d’Arena to state the truth, and also the soldiers in the Laii- 
thorn Battery. 

About seven o’clock the Town began, ceased for half an 

* iifrulf, wliifli is iln‘ vnbjtM-t of m!\ny sul)se«i\u-nt Lotu rs, \v»s eomplwin<‘'t "I 

In til*' Coniinissiiiv nirrefo:, Siuy, to tlo- Coiniitaiiilaitt of tin* Faiitiiorii in 

a l<*ttor St. I'it no fr.Sn'jia, l’nirti<|or, (lltli Si ptrjnlirr, ) in wliit li I' 

Mu*l lliat till* roiiumuiiliiut iliil not Hit on tin* Eii'^livli sloops, [ ltoals,J for violntii'p' 
tl.t I' Miinility, timil thfir pri/o was at n disiaiiro, and that lu* disi-oiilinnrd it 
tlif: Fn;,disli ships wi if uitliin n*arli. In n>j»ly, tin* Comnnimlanl stand, that la 
i-oold not su);jifi''(: till’ Fn'^li-'li sloops nf war, wliii'li rarm* out of thr liiirl»onr, wuni'l 
I'O t,oijity of a vj'-lurion of iifiifrality, and the iiioro so as tliry had ffiviMi lln’ir 
of liojtoiir nor to ij;ike rejirisals for iwriify four iioiir. aftrr llndr drparluio ; addinu'i 
lluit lie- liad dir(f‘t*ii ih<’ l-aiti'iios to firo as soon as ho was aware of tl»e atlrtoK <'ii 
the I’lf’jioh tartan. 1 hesc I,elU‘i*H are in the Jnnuof Itt 'jiatrr, vol. x.xxviii. “ 

l*api r-^,” pp. ■'(III. 
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hour between ten and eleven o’clock, when they rccoiii- 
incnccd, and amused themselves till one p.m. (I did not return 
one shot) over us, under us. and on all sides, shot and shells. 
Not a man hurt, or the Ship touched. 

I have had several Genoese boats off; they arc very riotous, 
but the lower Genoese arc our friends. 

Six P.M. — My Boat is come off that went with a Flag of 
Truce to the southward of Genoa. The Captain told the 
Officer verbally that the Ports of the Republic were shut to 
the English. I must observe, that all communication with 
the Government of Genoa is in writing : they [neither] receive, 
nor usually send, anything but in writing. 


TO JOSKPH HRAME, ESQ., BRITISH COXSl I. AT GEXOA. 

I'ldin n OopN ill (he Admimliv . j 

SojUfuilor I till, IP.Ki. 

Sir, 

I have to desire that you will immedialely go to the Go- 
vernment, and ac(|uaiiit them that the French have a battery 
at St. Pierre d’ Arena, which has commenced an attack on his 
Majesty s boats sent to St. Pierre d’Arena, to look out and in- 
([uire for our Boat whicli some deserters took away last night; 
and I gave the Officer orders if the French fired on him, to 
make reprisals, which he has done, by bringing off a French 
Vessel discharging her cargo of Ordnance Stores; and I am 
not a little surprised to find the battery at the Lauthoru firing 
on the English boats for their just reprisal. 

I only mention the above circumstance to mark the fact 
more strongly, for I believe myself perfectly justiliablc by the 
laws of Nations, to attack the Enemy’s batteries ANherever 
they may be placed ; and I believe it is the first time the 
Serene Goveniincnt has taken a decided part of one Enemy 
against another. I shall ac(jiiaint Sir Tohn Jervis with the 
whole circumstance, and the Vessel will await his orders. 

I am, See, 

lIoiiATio Nelson. 
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[From s\ Copy Iw llu* Admiralty.] 

Soptmbcr Uth, I'iiM). 

A French battery at St. Pierre d’ Arena — the French land- 
ing all sorts of warlike stores under the guns of Genoa — the 
French battery fired on his Britannic Majesty’s Boats — the 
Boats board and take a French Vessel lancling warlike stores 
abreast of tlie French battery, on which, all the guns of 
Genoa open a fire on his Britannic Majesty’s Ships, and not a 
shot fired in return to the Genoese fortresses, and only three 
fired at the French battery, to mark the ])ower of the Fng- 
lish, and tlieir humanity in not destroying the houses and 
innocent Genoese inliaintants. 

How can the Serene Government of Genoa mark this con- 
duct as strictly Neutral ? Where the French erect batteries 
cannot be considered as Neutral ground. 

Everything in Genoa and under its guns or parts of the 
Coast which arc really Neutral, the Commodore ever has, and 
will most inviolably rc.'^])ect. 

The inhaliitants of St. i^ierre (V Arena, the Genoese soldier^ 
on the batteries will, if they declare the truth, su})))ort tlie 
whole of my assertions, that the French fired first, and that 
the Englisli Boats had committed no act good or bad, before 
the French fired. 

Dated on board his Britannic Majesty’s Ship, (.'aptain, oil 
Genoa, vSepteuiber 11th, 1796. 

lIoiiATio Nelson. 

]"or, 

The knowledge of every person in Genoa, and its neigh- 
bourhood. 


TO tils EXCELLENCY FKAXCLS LHAKE, ESQ. 

[From a Copy in th(.‘ Aflrniralty.] 

Cajttain, at. Sen, Soptomber letli, 17!)i'. 

Dear Sir, 

Having transmitted the whole of niy correspondence in the 
very extraordinary affair of yesterday, I shall only endeavour to 
relate some few circumstances and observations as they strike 
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me, for I cannot doubt but on proper representation by you, 
that the affair will redound to my credit, instead of appearing 
against me. No one, as you will do me the justice (I flatter 
myself) to say, ever more studiously endeavoured to keep out 
of scrapes with the Genoese than my sclfi know ing the influences 
of terror which the French have in their councils ; but there 
arc bounds beyond which insolence cannot be borne. I know^ 
it is the common language of the Senators to hold England as 
a better enemy than the French; and I believe it is the first 
time that any Neutral State, which one of the Powers at w\ar 
in part possesses, in the least interfered between the belligerent 
Pow(!r.s, but allowHKl them to fight it out. But if the Neutral 
State thought fit to jircscrve its neiitralit}^, surely the parties 
attacked had the most undoubted right to expect assistance, 
and not the attackers. This must be allow'cd by all interested 
parties; and if the Genoese find one person who saw" the fact, 
that will say rny two Boats committed any act, either good or 
bad, unless rowdng tow'ards San Pierre d’ Arena would be so 
consideretl, (the Boats were not 100 yards from the Lantern 
Battery wdicn the French opened their fire,) I w'ill permit all 
tiu* w'orld to say I am wrong. 

Had 1 intended to take French vessels, I could have sent 
out our Boats in the night and carried tlicm off without 
any person's know ledge ; but when 1 w eighed from Genoa, 

I had not a knowdedge that any Vessel was at St. Pierre 
d' Arena; nor, when our tw’o Boats went away, did I know 
of what Nation the Vessels were, for T was not one cable's 
k’ligth from the Mole, witli a land wind wdiich would have 
carried any Ship, in half-au-liour or less, to the spot. Had 
my intentions been hostile, the two Ships could have sent 
nine Boats and 100 soldiers, and as many seamen ; but I 
had not, on my first ordering the Boats wdiich had been 
rowing round tlic Moles, the smallest idea of any firing. My 
Boats have ahvays cutlasses, and each Boat two or three muskets 
ni them. The Lieutcuaut asked me what he should do if the 
kreuch fired? I told him to take the ^'cssel lying there, it 
she was laden with warlike stores; but even if she were 
krench, and laden wdth common merchandize, not to bring 
her off 

f again assure you, that our two Boats could not have been 
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more than 100 yards from the Lantern Battery (for I do not 
think the French Battery is 300, in a straight line) before tlic 
French fired, as I have related. 

I immediately sat down to write Mr. Bramc (No. 1), which I 
sent by a Lieutenant.*^ Whilst I was writing, the firing con- 
tinued from the French, and began by the Genoese ; but you 
will mark my forbearance in your representation. They will 
acknowledge, that from half-past seven a.m. to one p.m., with 
the intermission of about half an-hoiir, the batteries kept a 
continual fire of shot and shells. I should have been more 
plcasantl}^ situated had I returned the fire ; for my Ship would 
have been covered with smoke. The lives which must have 
been lost in the Town, and the damage done, would have 
been immense ; but, as at Larnca, not one shot did I fire at 
Genoa. This, the whole Town will say is true ; and that it 
was in iny power is to be presiiined, or they would not have 
fired on me for such a length of time. That Being who lias 
ever protected me, did not permit, wonderful to tell, one slu)t 
to strike the Ship : over us, under us, and on all sides of us, 
even to throwing the water upon our decks, (by the shot 
striking the sea,) but no, not one hurt us. 

I lay off Genoa with as perfect ease as usual. At half-jiasl 
one P.3I. I sent a Flag of Truce on shore, to the southward of 
the Town. Lieutenant Pierson was taken into the Guard- 
room, and tlic (hiptain of the Port sent for to receive him. 
Mr. P. desired to go into the Town, but was told tlie Govem- 
ineiit could not be answerable for his safely, on which he 
delivered my letter, directed to the Secretary of State, in- 
closing a letter for Mr. Bramc, (Nos. 2 and 3.) At six r,3r. 
the Captain of the Port returned, and said that my letter had 
been delivered, and that he was told by the Scerctary of 
State to say, tJiat the Ports of the Bejiublic of Genoa wen^ 
shut for the present against the English, but that the (iovern- 
ment would find ways to send me an answer. I had a letter 
from Lieutenant ('ompton, by a Genoese boat, telling me’, 
that while he was with Mr. Braine, a party of armed French 
attacked the four boys who row the Jolly-boat, but that the 
guard at Porta llcalc defended them, and fired on the 
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French, killed one Frenchman by putting three balls through 
him, and wounding some others. 

The Genoese boat-people told me, that the rage of the 
French was excessive. They declared they would cut the 
Volunteers into pieces the size of tunny-fish. All was riot ; 
the Government had reinforced the guards at all the gates 
and batteries, and the drawbridges were all up, and the gates 
shut. Some ladies and gentlemen who came to ]Mr. Pierson at 
tlie Guard-room, from their villas, to ask w hat was the matter and 
real truth, said, the Officer^ w’ho commanded at the Lantern w as 
a strong Jacobin. Therefore, this, my dear Sir, ought to be the 
mail punished : our Boats w’crc under his protection. You will 
do what is right. I shall trouble you no more, only to assure 
you, that I am your most obliged and faithful servant, 

lIoiiATio Nelson. 

lO ADMlllAL SIR .lOMN JEKVIS, K.B. 

' rruiii ('hiik<‘ luul \o!. i. )», :U'.k ; 

So}iteinl»or 1 4ih, 1 ; !M’i. 

I assure you, dear Sir, on the most mature reflection, I feel 
nothing in this affair to re])roach myself with ; and I shall 
much rejoice to find you think the same, ^iome steps must 
necessarily be taken. You have formerly said you would 
purdou my writing opinions to you ; therefore, should not a 
Scpiadron demand of the government of Genoa the free admis- 
sion of their i^)rts ? (the insult and cruelty of firing on our 
Boats is, I sujipose, more a Ministerial affair;) and in case of 
refusal, then comes the eonsideration, w hat is next to be done? 
are the I'reneh to be attacked at S. Pierre d'Arena ? is the 
trade, of Genoa to be stopped ? T mean, are all Genoese 
vessels to be sent into St. Fiorenzo, and there ordered to remain 
with the masters and ere w'S on hoard, in full possession of their 
Vessels, until the Government of Genoa o]>eu their I’orts and 
give satisfaction for wdiat has happened ? '^riiislast, to he sure, 
may be easily got over; I have in some measure taken upon 
myself to chastise the French, although supported by (jionoa. 
I sliall close this letter with whatever conversation I may have 
with the Vicc-lloy, 
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September Ibth. 

It is no small degree of pleasure for me to tell you, that tho 
Vice-Roy most fully approves of every measure I have taken, 
lie also wishes that the taking and securing Genoese Ships ]jc 
adopted, as a pledge for the safety of the English property at 
Genoa, and as a measure of reprisal for the conduct of the 
Government. As tlie \uce-Roy will write more fully, I shall 
not touch on our intended expedition. 

I am, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO .... 

[From a €<)]»> in tlio Admiraliy.'; 

fAbont 1 alj Si.'jiiombcr, 

Gentlemen, 

This Ciovernment seeming determined not to give any 
answer to the representation made by the (!!onsul and mys(*ll’ 
and you having asked my opinion how you are to act with the 
cattle ordered by 3[r. Ileatly, the Agent-Victualler, for the 
account of his Majesty, I have no doubt but it will be proper 
for you to keep the cattle at the least possible expense till yon 
receive your directions from Sir .John .Icu-vis, K.lh, (Joiu- 
mandcr-in-(diiof of his Majesty's Fleet, either through Mr. 
Heath, or some other person ordered by the Admiral to deliver 
his orders. 

I am, ike, 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO ADMIRAL ^!R .lOIlN .ll.RVIS, KAL*" 

■ Fi’oin n. Cnjiy ill tin Admiralty, atid tin* •ii-iurinal draimlit in tlif' NoIsdii 


Sir, 


< aptuiii, Ifarboiir of Capraja, So[iU’iiibf*r IDlli, 


Having received on Ijoard the (Japtain and Gorgon tli<‘ 
Troops ordered for the attack of tlic l.sland of Ca[)raja, iindci' 


^ Ml t)ni!'.uii!tin;; lliis b-ti»'r to tin- Adinirn)i\, Sir .lului .Irrvi'-* h.'iit! — “ 1 fii'l"'' - 
for i!i** infonimtioii of i)i»' Lords Oonniiissiotit'rs of tlio Adininiliy, < ’ointiiodnif 
KoLoij’. njK.rt of tlio oxiM.-ditiou niid cnjtMiri: uf tlit: Llnnd ' 
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the command of Major Logan/ I sailed from Bastia on the 
evening of the 14th, with these, Vaimeau, and Rose, and 
was joined next day by La Minerve, Captain Coekburn. 
From excessive calm weather, it was the 17th before we 
arrived off the Island, which afforded time to prepare every 
means for the prevention of our landing, there not being more 
than three ]dacc.s where it is possible for troops to get on 
shore. The length of passage, whicli was iinex])cctcd, induced 
Major Logan to divide his forces, in order to distract the 
attention of the Enemy, and it had the most complete effect ; 
and a landing was made at tlie north end of the Island, under 
cover of the Rose, liieutcnant Walker, and Vanneau, Lieutenant 
dourly, who coiidiietcd themselves very much to my satis- 
faction. At six o’clock, on the morning of the 18th, wc sent in 
a Flag of Truce, with our Summons, No. 1 ; received Answer, 
No. 2 ; our Reply, No. 3 ; Capitulation, No. 4 ; and, at four 
o’clock in tlie afternoon, the troops look possession of the 
Fortresses. I landed from the Scpiadron 100 troops, under the 
command of Lieutenant Pierson, of the OOtli Regiment, whom 
]\rajor Logan and myself hold ourselves much pleased with 
for his management of the Capitulation, and also a party of 
seamen under Lieutenant Spicer, who earried cannon up the 
mountain with their usual spirit and alacrity. It would be 
doing injustice were a distinction to be made hot ween tlic 
two services; all had full employment, and I am confident 


rntitlnci of Nvliirli ivtlrcts tlie lioiiour or. iiis '-kill. judpiin'iH, luul <‘ntrr)>riso, 

itinl on tin' of thoso undrv lii'^ <‘oniniand, unioii'j >\lun!i 

Cof-klinvu of his Muji'Sty's Shi|) .Minrrvr, stands oniiiiontly di'-tin,!^ni''li»’d, as do 
l.ii'iitcnant'- Ih.MTy, Spriurr, and Noldr of the C a{>tain. Tlo' lato r wa> do'-^anatoly 
woimdcd in uno of tlio snr»’ossfnl «'ntrr|.ri-i's in tin* wr'-icrn Ui\it'ni "f (ionoa. and 
tlu’ tNVu' lirsl namrd luivo «’x|tosrd ilo’ir jn'r-^on • «m all »'\'<';r-ions, ^\ith that coed, 
ih'libi'vatc connif^i* wliirh fonns so ^•roniinrui a fratuiv in ilio ( 'oininodori' - i-lunar- 
and ) lK*;fl('avc to n-coinnirnd tin tn (•» tln-iv lamKlii^t'-’ faNour and j'rotraiion. ’ 
— I'ni'lnrs Mx inn'irs nf I'lt'rl Sf. J iiu'ih'. \ol. i. j». 'h!!*. I lu' alOo k on ( ajnajii 
nut, liowrvirr, (|nit«' so satisfa,<'iurv as v-unld apprar tfoni tilt' idlifial ai'counts o( 
iht'alhiir; fuv (iinn'ral tit' lluro-h. in a h'ttfr t** eonintt'doiv Nt'lstitt. tlaiod liastiii, 
*^('l>tonil)i>!- '>(1, ima, thankinj-T him i*>r his /tal< ns r -opt'ration with thr tvoo])s, 
saitl — o j howt'YOv, morlilird to Irarn lhai ihoro shtoild htivr horn any ohook in 

tlif imsiuos;-., which, ulthon-h hnt a t. inp -i^-iw ono. idaocs the llriti-h trottps in n 
lif'hl they tlo not nsmiHy appear 'ti. Any <' ’’sh un failmos I ran I'asily make my 
^ititid np to, in'vor nmoh fto; i our worthy follow -snbjocls of this 

Ifslantl.’' — Ornjinu} in tho Nolhou Papers. 

” Major dames Logati, of the 51 st Ko«»t ; ho ^Y«s made a Idcutcuant-Coloucl in 



LETTERS. 


27-2 


[f79C,. 


but one oi)inioii prevailed, that of expediting the surrender 
of the Island by every means in their power. 

I cannot conclude witlioiit assuring you of my most sin- 
cere approbation of the conduct of (captain Cockburn of La 
Minerve, Captain Dixon of the Gorgon, and Lieutenant 
Berry, who had the temporary command of the Captain, and 
of every officer and man in the Squadron. 

I have the honour to be. Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 

N.B. — Two French Privateers arc taken, and two ditto de- 
stroyed with several Vessels, their prizes, and some magazines 
of French property on shore. 

Inclosuue No. I. 

TO nii: (JO\'Ki{\ou of iiik foim iti-ss and island of 
CAIMIA.IA. 

Commodore Horatio Nelson, and Major James Logan, 
Commanders of the Forces by Sea and T.and of His Britannic 
Majesty before the Island of Capraja, Summon the Fort and 
Island of C^apraja to surrender to the Arms of His Britannic 
Majesty. 

The Commissary, the (’ommandaut, and other Officers, 
(hvil and Military, in the service of the Serene Ue])ublic ol’ 
Genoa, and all the Garrison shall receive all ^lilitar}^ Honours, 
and be treated with all regard and attention, with liberty (o 
stay in the Island, whilst their conduct is not prejudicial tu 
the British Garrison ; or retire to Genoa, as they may ph'ase. 

All people in the C'ivil Department to be continued in llio 
Offices whicii they at j)rcsent hold, if they are not found 
acting contrary to the traiupiillity of the Island. 

All the inhabitants of the J'own and Island, are .nssunal of 
perfect security for their persons, ])roperty, and religion; and 
tlu‘ British Government will not fail to take every measure 
for promoting their interest and their prosperity, whilst tlu' 
Island remains in their Administration ; tlic present laws will 
be |)reserv(*d. 

No (contribution will be demanded, nor any Ta.xos whicii 
they do not at present pay to the Government of Gcnoti. 

All the l^tiblic effects will be demanded and taken 
custody. Commissaries will be appointed by us to take an 
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exact inventory, which the British Government will account 
for to the Serene Republic, directly the differences between 
them shall be happily terminated. 

All I'rencli property, public and private, shall be given nj) 
to us, and be at our disposal till further orders from the Vicc- 
Roy of ( /orsica, and the Admiral. 

If the present favourable terms are nf)t immediately acceded 
to, the (Jommander of the Rort rests responsible for the effu- 
sion of blood, and all the other consequences of his refusal. 

Dated in (Jamj), before the Town of Ca})raja, this 
11th day of September, 1796. 

IfouATio Nklson. 
James Logan. 

Inclost RE, No. II. 

K) TIIH (;OVKRXOH OK TliH KOHTllKSS AND ISLAM) OK 
CA1‘RAJA. 

Uatott lit C'iinip, lit'foiv tin* 'ro\\n Cupviijii. SoinfiiibiT rdii''. 

Sir, 

Had your answer been a refusal to treat, bel'ore this tiim*. 
onr attack l)y Land and Sea would have commenced, and the 
lives and [woperty of innocent inhabitants would have been 
sacrificed by your fruitless attempt against the superior forces 
attacking you. We will not permit any delay beyond one 
liour, for you to take your resolution of treating with us ; and 
we assure you such favourable terms will never again bo 
offered by, Sir, Your very humble servants, 

Horatio Nelson. 
James Logan. 

capitulation Of' THE KOIIT AND ISLAND OF CAPRAJA. 

first. — The Troops to march out of their works with the 
Honours of War, and the Garrison to go to Genoa, or stay in 
the Island, on their parole. 

Secondly. — The Religion and Laws shall be preserved. 

Ihirdly. — No more Taxes shall be pafd to the English 
than have been paid to the Serene Bepublic of Genoa. 

Eourthly. — All the OHieers ol* the Municipality to hold 
their present situations, so long r»s they eonduct tliemsclves 
properly. 
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Fifthly. — Possession to be taken of the Fortress at four 
o’clock this afternoon. 

Sixthly. — Inventories to be taken of the Stores which belong 
to the Serene Republic of Genoa. 

Seventhly. — The property of the Inhabitants, as well as 
that of the Officers of the Garrison, shall not be touched. 

Eighthly. — All French property shall be given up to the 
English. 

Ninthly. — The Officers with the Garrison shall be em- 
barked and carried in security to Genoa, as by the first 
Article. 

Dated September 18th, 1796. 

lIoRATTO Nelson. Agostino Agnolo, (Joms\ 

James Logan. Bros Maggiore. 

( Pasuual Sossoss. 

(Dom\ Corrio. 

Geo. Salert. 

Tutti li Padri del Commiino. 


IT) THE RIGHT HOV. SIR GILBERT ELLIOT. 

[Autogrftj)li, in the Miuto Papers.] 

Cajaain, Ifarheur of t'apraia, Si pleinher 10th, .170(1, 

My dear Sir, 

I congratulate you most sincerely on the capture of this 
Island,* which 1 lio[)o will give additional .'Security to the King- 

• Sir Gilbfrt Elliott iii.>fructi"iH to (..'oininotlorf Nrlson resprciing the capiuvo i.f 
Capntj}!, asiiiall J-iland ahoiit uijif iiiilcs E.N.E. of t.'a}M‘ (.’nrse, datoil on thf 
S»‘|'i*‘nil)t r, eoMlain 31 lull explanation of hi-, motives for jidopting thsit strong niea''tii'’. 
After slfiting the provoesilioji.s of the (ionoese govomment, wiiieh hud iml enl. 
refused Sir isfaelioti for its insult and hostility oti the 11th, hnt had iniini.tled, m 
atiswer to tlie repi esenlsinfUis Iiiaile OO tlisU sulijrct, tlnit all llie PorlHoflheh 
piildi<- were sliul Jigiiin"! the Bjili.sli sJiips; tliat liostiliiif‘.s liad als(* heeireoiiiiuitl' il 
3i',,Min''t ('(M'sicii. aiitl hi ; Miijesf Ps siiliji ris, hy V't" sj-ls (itted out at Ihipnijii dmi'ip 
111*. ia>L two veitr.s, <;()niniry to the biws of iie.ttraliix ; that .so far from any satint:!'- 
fion lia\itig I'i-en ofitsiiitt'd, the Genoese tJovernmejit liud e\en rtTused to adiui! i 
Jiri’i'ii Vi< • t ^ni-iil at ( apntja, who might have given infoimatioii of sneli iuj'’'* 
oM-- I'loet ijd;:' ; - at'd i/avt* restrained the ahnse.s of whieh \\<’ Inul retisou to eoin 
plain; tioit an of the I'reneh UepiildU: liad also hien (‘onstuiitly estahlislinl 

and ave'Wril at t as /.ija, who hiid enrrie«l on evi-ry spri-ies of dejiredalioii and hosiil'(> • 
fiM I tli'if file Lnemy liuii mmie a praef/ce of eoming f»ver to that Island 'vifh st< n^ 
and ammunition desiiued for the re coinjiie.st of Corsica, the Viceroy proceeded : ^ 
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(lorn of Corsica. I shall only say how much I am satisfied 
by having liad to act with an officer of so much zeal and 
ability as Major liOgan, and that I do not believe the two 
services ever more cordially united than on the present occa- 
sion. Believe me, dear Sir, 

Your most faithful and obedient servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 

Ilis I'ixccllency the Vico-Roy. 

r.S. I received your Excellency’s letter at half-past one 
this day, for which I most sincerely thank you. We could not 
send to make the fire, as that Town did not know of the sur- 
render. I liope Mr. Udney’s news of victory is true, and not 
the French account. 

II. N. 


I'uv reusdiis jiulgrd it rxju'dicui to lake |u)xsossi(in of llie Fun ami Nlaiul 

ur<'aiinija in liis Majusty's iiniuo, and tu plar.* a Friii^li pinFun tlirrr. uniil diiu 
saii^faulioH \ < made Ity tin- ( KArvinamt of (iciioa lor llir aliovuuiciuiourd iujiuir^, 
and a suirM’icnl ^«,'fui'ity (ditainrd ajjainst a reprtition ofiliriu in liilnn’. 1 >.1iuiild 
liavt' (1 cxlruniuly to know tin* Adiiiiral's idoasiiio on ilii'i oi i‘ii''i<'n ; Inn liaNin.L*' 
idi'('adv liad an o])|)ortunity ol' la-iiiff aniiiaintod ^^ltll liis {n'ln-ral sjcntinuMits on tin* 
.sulijref, and flio facility of cxceniin”’ llii^ rnicriiri^c dt'j>ondin;;< very nnu li on di'vpatcli 
and ■ i'ci'ci’y, I am well asMtred iliat Sir lolm .loi \i‘' \sill nut disii|i|)rovr of my (‘arry- 
inif lliis iiicasiin* into innnediate olU-rt. I'ndor lli»"'r (‘ircnni^'lanccs. .1 do not m i ii)di'. 
Sir. to rciim -t >o(ir assistance and co-operation, Inivin}^' had many o}iiiorlnnliics of 
kiKoviii};- yonr o al and readiness oti r\t ry <uTasi(»n »)f r'lldic service. I'cr rariiea- 
lars resjtcctiii^'' the trooj-s to he miharkcil I'li tlii.-> (-\jifdiiiiMi. ami all oilirr mailers 
relative t(j its e\(a nlion, 1 hej^ leave to reler you to J.iriilenant (ieneral de Bui'^li. 
Coinmander-in-Chief. Maj»ir l.ogaii, \vli<» eommaiids tin' tro(^)>.<. ^vill conecrl e\t ry 
l>(iiiit \Nitli yon, and will join \hu in the Mimumus, eaialnlatinn, or any ether e<*r 
rcspoiuhin'e whi<'h >oii umv liml it lueessarv iv> ha\e with tlie Ctiminis‘'ioner i>v 
Coimuandant of th«‘ ]da<'c. 

“ If remains only to |ioint out tin- fudtine^ on whieh I ileem it expedient to take 
l>o.ss«>ssion. The ]daee most ho summonetl to surrender to his Uajesty’s artns ; ll.'o 
most fayotirahle terms imiy W tdfered to the Ollieers ei\il ami militaiy, ami to the 
^unison ; they may he earried to (ienoa if they think proper, or may remain at 
^ apraja on their parole, hut not to fake any part hostile to the Foolish prarrisoii. 
lAerydt'greo ot proteetion must bo promisc'd to the '.nhahiiants, and assiiraiiees that 
^•vt'ry attention will hi- jiaid to their interests ami prosi»eril', ilnrinj^' our oeenpation 
of the plnee. 'Pji,' publie stores are to bo delivered tip on inventory, and are to bo 
ftt'Cotinted tor to the.Uenooso f?o\e nment, if an neeommndat ion shonld hercaltor 
tnkc ]daoe. All Froneh pro]ierty is to bo delivered up to the Fnelish. and the 

British tlao is bo hoistial on the fort or t -is. Wishing: you success in this 

t'ntcrprisi', and reposing ontiro coufuleiioe in our /oal ami abilities, as well as in llu' 
^piiil of yonr OtVicers and men, 1 tiave the booonr to be, v'xe., riiLUEliT Fl.LlOT. 
(iiui vol. i. p. 
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TO THE COIIMAKDER OF THE SPANISH FRIGATE. 

[This Corrospoiuleiuic is tahon iVoiu tin* Oflicial Dispati’h in llio Ailinirulty : 
the orig^iiial ilrau{?hts of some of the Letters are in the Nelson Ihipcrs. CuinuKulme 
Nelson fell in uifh a Siiaih.sh Frigate on his passage from Lujnaja to Leghorn, on 
the ’JOth of Septeinher, Avhieli lirst linnleil her wind to the eastward, and afterwards 
bore down to the Commodore. The ftdlowiiig eorresjiondenee theti look idaeo 
Itetween Commodore Nelson and the Spanish Captain, Don Jnan de Sannava.] 

His Britaiinie ^fajesty’s Ship Captain, at Sea, •hhli September, IHIO, 

Sir, 

Having heard that several English Ships have been detained 
in the Ports of Spain, and al.so that the (vonrt of Spain has 
made an Alliance, offensive and defensive,*^ 1 desire to know of 
yon, on your honour, if yon know that there is a war between 
England and Spain ? 

I am, Sir, 

Your very humble Servant, 

lIoR.VTio Nelson, 


RKPf.v or Tin-: captain of the spamsii fuicate. 

From a Copy in the Admiralty.^ 

Ahord de la Fregate K-^pagnole La Vetigeanee, le in'* Hoe, 

Monsieur Ic (yonnuaudant, 

Jo siiis parti do Carthagenc Ic 4 deco mois; il ny avoir 
alors ricn d’extraordinaire, et jc n’ai eonnoissance daiiciino 
declaration de guerre ni dauciine alliance defensive on 
offensive avee la France ; ct cpiant a la difliculte tjue vous me 
faites do me lakser entrer a Livoiirne, clle nf etonne d’autnnt 
plus (juc eVst unc affaire <jui devrait etre traitee entre Its 
(’ours; on nc m’a point absolumcut park'* de seml)lable dilli- 
eulte, ct ail eontrairc il in’a etc recommande dc maintenir Id 
bonne intelligence entre dies; il ne mest alisoinment p.is )v>s- 
sible d’attendre, comme vous desiroz, uno reponsc dti N’iee- 
Hoy de (Jorse, ainsi, dans le cas on vons ne jioniToz pas 5il)."u- 

“ A 'I jefity of oflJ-iisivf and defensive, between I Vnnre <ind .Sjiain, was : i 

ai lldfj;htm';o, on :he Pith of August, I'HKl; iiml on the 1 Itli of Oeloher roII<''i"‘ ’ 
V' ir v declured hs Spnin iigiiinst (Jreat nriliiiii. 
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liinicnt me donncr Ic passfigc sans ccttc formalitc^ jc me 
rctircrai, ct j^infbrnicrai ma Coiir dc tout cc quo s’est passe dans 
cettc occasion. 

J’ai riioiiiicur d’etre, 

Monsieur Ic Commandant, 

Voire Ires humble ct tres obeissant scrvitcur, 

Juan dk Sannava. 


JO JX)X JUAN J)i: SA.WAVA, CAPTAIN OF THE SPANISH 
FJIIGATE JA VENGEANCE. 

[I'loin n Uoi»y, in tlic Adiniialty.] 

Jlis Jiriliiuni'r ]\fiij«‘sty’s Sliip Ciiptain, lU Sea, ‘^OtJi SopU'iiibcr, L/!I0. 

Sir, 

It is not possible for me to desire a Spanish Olficcr to do 
^vl}at would be considered in the smallest degree dishonourable. 

I am in doubt, Sir, whether it is War or Peace l)Ctween the 
two (yourls. You, Sir, say you arc sure that all is Peace, 
and that the mostj)erfect good understanding subsists between 
the two (,’ourts. 

Thus (‘ircumstanccd, I have to request as a mark of your 
desire to cement that harmony, that you will attend me to 
Tkislia, to speak with the Vicc-Koy of (A)rsica on this very 
delicate (juestion. 

Should, Sir, you refuse to comply with this most reasonable 
recpiest, the fatal consccpicnccs must rest with you, and 1 
nnist do my duty in using force. 

I have the honour to be. Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 

.luaii do Sjuiimvii. 


To roM.M()i)v)PvE m:i.s(>n. 

[From n Copy in lli»' Aduiiiiiil' ] 

Alxml do 111 FroofiUo Espi\r:ni'!o La Voiigoanco, la ‘2U** 71tio, 1 C.lii, 

Monsieur, 

Puiscpic vous vous oppose/, a ^ ? (pie j’arrivc a lavournc, jo 
J'y irai pas; maisd’aucuuc nianicrc jc nc puis aller a Bastia, a 
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moins que vous nc m’y obligicz par force, et Ic parti que vous 
})rcnez cst im actc de violence, et si vous ne voulez pas com- 
promettre les deux Nations, vous nc pouvez pas vous refuser a 
ajoutcr foi a ma premiere lettre ; et si rincertitude ou vous etes 
sur la bonne harmonic (pie regne entre les deux cours vous 
})arait une raison suffisante pour vous determiner il un actc 
d’liostilite, vous serez responsablc dc toutes les suites (juc 
pourra entrainer une semblablc determination. 

Si cc (pie j’ai riionncur de vous dire ne vous suffit pas, per- 
mettez inoi de reprciidrc la route d’Espagne. Si vous vous 
opposez encore a cc dernier parti, veuillcz envoyer votre balaiulrc 
a llastia avee une lettre <pic jc vous adressc pour le Vicc-lloy, 
j'attendrai avee vous que la response arrive, mais je nc poiirrai 
me dispenser de faire part a ma Com* dii retard epic vous aurez 
mis a ma commission, et dc Pobstacle (pie vous mettez a inuii 
rctour. 

J ai riionncur d’etre avee respect, 

Memsieur le Commandant, 

Votre trcjs humble et tres ubeissant servitcur, 

Juan de Sannav.a. 


lO DO\ JVA\ l)K SAN N AVA. 

' I'niin a Copy in tin* A'linirnliy.] 

Ilis Uritiuiiiic Ship tin* Ciiplain, al Si .1, 

•.'(Uli S«'ptciulii'r, I i IWl. 

Sir, 

From the repeated assurances yon liavc given me, on yt)ur 
lionour, that there is no offensive alliance entcnxl into by 
Spain with France against iMiglaiul, I am induced to shew 
your (voiirt how desirous an F^nglisli officer is to prcserv(' 
that liarmony and good understanding whicli ought ever tu 
sui)sist between our two Countries, by allowing you to retiiri) 
to Spain, instead of eritbrcing my reasonable request for you 
to proc(U (l to Bastia, to speak to tlie Viceroy of Corsica. 

Therefore, Sir, if you will pledge me your word of honour 
that tlie harmony between our two ( hiiirts is uninterrupted, I 
will, on yuan* givi?ig me your honour that you will proceed 
direct for Spain, allow you to procc-cd. I am. Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 


'I " Don Jufiii lie 
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TO COMMODORE NELSON. 

[From a Copy in the Adminilty.J 
Abord de la Frcgatc Espagnole La Vengeance, 20® 7brc, 1790. 

Monsieur, 

ruis([ae vous I’cxigcz, jc conscns a nc pas cntrcr a Livournc, 
ct a m’cn retourner en Espagnc, ou je serai force de rciidrc 
compte dcs difficultes quo vous me faites, ct de tout ce que 
s’est passe cntrc nous au sujct dc ma mission, ct de Tobstaclc 
(jiie vous avcz mis a son execution ; vous demeurez, Monsieur, 
rcsponsablc de toutes Ics suites qu il pent entrainer; et (plant a 
la parole d’honneur (pic vous exigez dc inoi dc nc pas entrer 
a Livournc, jc vous la donne. 

J’ai riionneur d’etre, 

Monsieur le Commandant, 

Votre trea humble ettres obeissant scrvitcur, 

Juan de Sannava. 

TO ADMIUAI. SIR JOHN JERVIS, K.13. 

[From a Coin' in the A«lminilty. ] 

Captain, at Sen, Soptombev 2l»t, r<!K). 

8ir, 

Yesterday morning I saw a Spanish Frigate coming from 
the southward, who, when she raised our hull, hauled her 
wind to the eastward. In about one hour after this she bore 
down to us, and I sent on board the letter No. 1 ; on which 
the letters to No. G passed between us. As to permitting him 
to go into Leghorn, that was out of the question wuth me ; 
but 1 chose to have a good deal of communication with him, 
that 1 might draw my final o[)inion if it was War when he 
sailed, which I am certain it w^as not. The Second Captain, 
who came on board, admitted that au English Ship w^as de- 
tained at Carthagena, but that it was in consequence of several 
Spanish ships having been detained by the English, particu- 
larly in Corsica, and that Lord Ihite had made representa- 
tions of the subject. On tlm oilier hand, his circuitous route 
through the Straits of Bonifaeci >, wishing to get into Leghorn 
from the southward, led me to fancy he had cause for not 
wishing to meet any English fSliips of War. 
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1 laid before me Mr. Drake’s, Mr. VVyudliaiij’s, and the 
Russian Minister at Genoa’s letters, sajing that an Alliance, 
offensive and defensive, had been entered into between Spain 
and France ; also Mr. Rudd’s letter, with Mr. Gregory’s. 

On the other hand, I had your letter, sending Mr. Gregory s 
and Mr. Rudd’s, but no insinuation that it was actually a war ; 
the Vice-Roy’s, that he considered the Spanish Question still 
in suspense, although an embargo had been laid on the English 
shipping at Chadiz and (’arthagena ; that war was not gene- 
rally expected at Gibraltar, and that it was not to be wished 
for by us. 

Thus circumstanced, I thought it most proper not to take 
him (although I own my fingers itched for it), which I hope 
you will ajiprove of The Don is not aware that it is (his 
(picstion that was working in my mind, but that it was that I 
wanted him to go to Rastia, to know from the Vicc-lloy 
whether I miglit allow him to go into Leghorn, and (hat 1 
would force him to go to Bastia to have this answer, before 
1 would allow him to return to Spain. I am, Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

lIoiiATio Nej.son. 


T<i tut: uKiiiT nox. sir km. ( or. 

[ Viitogiiiiili, ill lln,‘ Miiilo I'lijif.rs.J 

oir l\>ilo iM-rnijn, Scj.ti jnlu r ''hli, K. 

My dear Sir, 

Ry the Rose at three o’clock on Tuesday morning, I re- 
ceived your letter about (Jastiglione, and imrnciliately weighed 
from (’apraja, where, indeed, all my business was not finished, 
but I never can rest idle if anything is to be done. I ordered 
Jdeutenant Walker to keep by me as I was totally ignorant 
of the navigation, and his Cutter would have been most 
useful in taking out the Privateers ; however, Mr. Walker 
thought proper to part from me the next night. It was Iasi 
evening before I got near to (hisliglione, liaving had had 
weather aiul dangeiMus navigation, as is rarely met with in the 
Mediterranean. 1 stood under Cajie Troya, when I sent my 
boat on board some Neapolitan vessels, and afterwards (»n 
sliorc to some Neapolitan lowers, when I learnt that the 
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French had taken possession of Castiglionc on Wednesday 
evening with five hundred men, and the Neapolilan officer 
expected them every moment to take possession of his towers. 
I have therefore been obliged to bring back your letters, which 
1 have desired Colonel Montresor’ to forward to Bastia, for 
iny })resence is absolutely necessary at Leghorn, where I 
think I shall be able to get a person known to Mr. Wyndham, 
of the name of Pensa, to forward your letter ; 1 therefore keep 
it, and return the others. The Blanche is going to the Fleet, 
her Captain being to be tried ])y a Court Martial ; and should 
he come to Bastia, is not fit to be seen by your Excellency 
till he clears his character. I send it on a slip of which 

please to tear in jiiecos.^ 1 mention this, as I believe the Ship 
must come for bread. 

1 send you my letter to the Admiral about a Spanish fri- 
gate ; I longed to take her, but dare not. You will see that 
the Don fancies the business hangs in my refusing liim leave 
to enter liCghorn, and not daring, he should return to Sjiain 
to make his complaints, without speaking to your Excellency ; 
whereas, in truth, 1 wished to have brought liim to Bastia, to 
asl your advice whether I should not take him. However, I 
have acted on the safe side : if we are not to have a war, this 
(id of i'ioldicc will easily be got over; and if we are, 1 hope 
my not t .'iking this fine Frigate will redound to the honour of 
some of our active Frigate commanders. The Captain is so 
much distressed for bread, that if you have the Cutter or 
Brig to send to I.cghorn, pray direct their (.'Commanders to 
bring us some, as I learn it is baked at Bastia for the Fleet. 

Ever, my dear Sir, believe me, 

Your Excellency s most faithful 

iiis K\i;('lloncy tlu’ Viop lt<»y. IIOKATIO NeL 'OX. 

Lieutenant Walker just in ^ighl, off Porto Ferrajo. I am 
very angry with him. 

Ilii.' luic (iriu'i'ul Sir 1 lojiry 'riiokri' Moiilivsor, K.C.Ik, li.C.H., n\1io fotii- 
niiiiidcd tiip ('t>rsican am’ liud l»rrn iwMninatpd (.'oinniinidaiit <»f Idltii; 1 k' 

in MuMdi, 

t a[»fiiin Cliiivlcs SjiNvycr of llu* HlaucliO « trlod l»y a (.’onrl-inavlial on llu’ Istli 
nl Oclolu'c 1 <!Mi, for odious nusi’oiidtn't. nnd • »r not lukin;^ pnidii' notici- ol mnlitom"^ 
< xpjL'ssious nitori'd against Min; I’oniid ^.niillv, ho wa^^ srntrni’od to la* di^inissrd 

*'nni his M ajosi y’s spi vioc, nml iv'iidorrd im-araldo of over si'iving in any military 
‘'aj’.uity whait'Yor. ]ji. ^yiis snprr.scdod iu Hjo coniuiiuul of lln' lUaiiohc l»y Captain 
(now Admiial) Preston. 
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TO THE RIGHT HON. SIR GILBERT ELLIOT. 


[Autogrnpli, in the Minto Papers.] 


Leghorn Roads, September Ji5th, 1700. 

Dear Sir, 

I have with me Diadem and Lively; Captain goes to 
Ajaccio, Blanche to the Fleet. Yet if you want another 
Ship besides Gorgon, I must, and will with pleasure, spare 
you one. Captain Cockburn has great concerns to settle at 
Porto Ferrajo. I have wTotc him, that I wish him, for his own 
sake, to go there and settle them. I believe all the Privateers 
on the coast arc here, full twenty in number. From what I 
hear, some were on their passage to Capraja when this S.S.E, 
wind came on, last Monday night, or we should have had 
tlicm. I 'will come over to you when Captain (^ockburii 
joins ; but he has my directions to attend to your wishes. 

I shall not let L’Eclair sail till midnight, in hopes some 
person will come olf and give us good news. Lord Garlics 
tells me you are now likely to be quiet with the Corsicans, 
and that the most sensible part begin now to find it is their 
interest to adhere to the British Government. Nothing came 
on board ; but, as the Captain calls at St. Fiorenzo, I will 
send what I hear by her. About 2000 Corsicans are, by 
report from the Blanche, in the Town. Believe me ever your 
Excellency’s most faithful, 

Horatio Nelson. 


His lixccllfiicy iIjc Vioc-Roy. 


10 IIIE BIGHT HOX. SIR (HI.BKRT KIJJOT. 

[Aiitogninlx, in Ujc Minto Papers.] 

Si'pteniber SOtli, liJX'- 

My dear Sir, 

I send you the account of Wurmser’s success as I receive 
it, and only ho})e it is true ; if it is, we shall do better tluui 
ev(‘r. There arc about 1000 Corsicans here, who arc to be 
pushed over in the Privateers, as they say, with Gentili, 

Ever your most faithful, 

Horatio Nelson. 


llib Excfllcucy tliu Vice -Roy. 
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Since writing the above, I have confirmed accounts that the 
paper is true, and, also, that Frankfort is in possession of the 
Austrians, with all the tribute raised by the Freneh. General 
Jourdan is reported to have shot himself. 

Thirty millions of florins. 


TO ADIMTIIAI. SIR JOHN JERVIS, K.B. 

[Original drtiuglit, in the Kelson Papers.] 

Diarlem,^ at Sea, liStli Scpteinhcr, liOth 

Yesterday morning the Captain sailed from Leghorn, accord- 
ing to your orders, as did L’Eclair, from necessity, the day 
before — both for Ajaccio. During the course of yesterday, I 
received repeated information of the movements of the Pri- 
vateers with the Corsicans on board ; the whole number of 
(k)rsicans is nine hundred, including tdl the Oflicers; six 
])r{iss twelve-pounders are embarked, thirty-five cases of small 
arms, and various other articles, in from fifteen to twenty Pri- 
vateers, and I am certain they mean to sail the first favourable 
moment. [On the 25th, each (ku'sican was paid 100 livres.®] 
The Corsicans behave so ill at Leghorn, that the French arc 
determined to send them off, upon the general principle of 
action of the French — ‘ If you succeed, so much the better for 
us ; if you do not, we get rid of a set of scoundrels.’ 

Now, Sir, the point for me to consider is, where will the 
krench land in Corsica ? the twelve-jiounders can only be to 
possess a Post, (that they meant to have gone by Capraja, at 
least to possess it, is now certain ; the French (k)mmissary 
was dicard to say to Gentili, 1 told you long ago to ])osscss 
Capraja ; you now sec what you have lost.) This, you will 
sa}', the Viceroy, from his information and means ot know- 
ledge of every part of his kingdom, ought to know better than 
any one of us. I am on my way to concert with his Exccl- 

I'lic <'apiaiii licing mmU iVoiii l,rgln»vu lo Ajarrin, umU'r ihe comniaml of 
Picut(Minnt Wwry, C'omnio»loiv l-oiMr-.l liis Proud PiMidant on board the 

lbad(Mii, (U, Captain (jeorge Ihnirv Towry. 

” d’la* passages brnckeis .u-eur in t Copy in Chirfo- <ih(l M'Artlnowol i. 

!'• bill are not in the dnmgbi: and there are other, though] iinimportiuil varia- 
tions bohvecii lliem. 
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leiicy bow I can best use my small force to his advantJigCj 
considering the other services I have to look to. 

My idea runs strong that Porto Vcccliio, which is rc])ortcd 
to me to be neglected by us, and in which is a fort, is the 
object the Enemy mean to possess, which, if their friends iu 
the Island support them, is sure refuge for their Vessels, and 
an opening for the introduction of more troops and su})plics. 
If the Viceroy will put some men in the fort, and I find 
Sardine, I will, with tlic Venom, which I have ordered from 
Leghorn, place them as Guard-ships in the harbour; and I will 
endeavour to have a Frigate off that part of the coast. If the 
Enemy land nearer Eastia, the Vice-Queen’s Yacht (but this 
I don’t build upon) may be useful. Vanneau, Rose, and the 
four small Feluccas, which the Vice-Roy has purchased, must 

our communication, and be the searchers for the 

Enemy about the Islands between the I\Iain and (’orsica. 
[These Vc^ssels, with those which may be there, will be sure 
to destroy them; although it is ])ossible the men may get 
on shore; ljut 1 hope, from the small craft which may Ije 
sent about the Islands between (Jorsica and the main, we may 
get accounts of their aj){)roach.] If their intention l.'c to laud 
on the western coast of ( -orsica, I take for granted they will 
never attempt the route by (hipc Gorse, which would every 
hour expose them to the sight of some of our Shij)s, which 
of course would l^e their destruction. In cither case, I think 
I shall act u])on the idea that they will proceed to the south- 
ward, ])assing the passage of Piombino to Gastiglione, the last 
])lacc in their possession : but if 1 can find them on that coast, 
1 believe (having knowledge of the whole (.'oast,) I can 
destroy theiry/e^^/. Rut, supposing tiiey j)ass the Islands, it 
we possess Porto Vccchio, although the })cojdc may land, yet 
there is not shelter for the Vessels the wliolc Goast to Rastia. 
Rut pcrha])S they will ])usli for the Goast of Sardinia, Maila- 
liua Islands, &c. and pass the Straits of Ronafaccio. This 
must he a work of time, and we shall have I hope many 
chances for their destruction; [no opportunity for which shall 
be omitted l^y, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

lIoHATio Nelson.] 

What will the Viec-Roy do? Would it not he well to 
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notice to the Island that 900 refugee (Corsicans arc forced by 
llic J'Vencli to cinbark, and to attempt tlic \impcrfect.~\ 

I'P.S. 'I'lie French arc very angry at our taking Capraja : 
the ('oniMiissioiicr was heard to say to Gcntili, told you we 
should have sent 300 men, and taken Capraja ; you now see 
the consequence.’] 

Sqitfinljor, in of Bastin. 

"I'lic Austrians, under the Archduke, took possession of 
Frankfort on the 8th ; and it is expected that Wurniscr will 
once more attack the French: Mantua stopped him again. 
All hope for another and younger General. 'J'hc Neapolitan 
properly is detained ])y tin? French at Leghorn.] 


lO ATX^JUIAL SIR JOHN JERVIS, K.li. 

('larki' and M'Anlnir, vol. i. j». i 

jSir, Rasiiii, .'iDtli Srj.tt'iulirr, I'/On. 

Last night, on my arrival, I received yoiir most secret 
orders y but I believe many people on this Island have an idea 

’ lit con^iOcintMiOf of tho dofiMisivo ullianri- uitli Spuiii. it was dt It'rniinod l>y onv 
( lovcinnu'iil lliat Corsica tilioiild ho c\acuatcd; amousiiro wliicli Soiiihcy denounces its 
“ disf^raccfiil ; ’ and lie adds, that the Viceroy •'dccjdyfcll the iniia)licy and ij^noininy 
of tlic cvacinition." thoiii'h it a|>pcars to have hem liij^ldy cxjicdicnt. On the *.'hlh of 
Scplt'ii'luT, Sir .ltdiu .Jervis wrote lo Coiiunodortr Nelson; — “llaviniJf veceivetl 
orders to co (iterate with tin; Viceroy in the e\acuaiion of the Inland of Cui^ica. 
and afterwards to retri'at down tlic .Afediierraneau with liis Majeslv's Elect under 
lily connnand, 1 desire \om will lose no liiiu- in {^<*in;' over to Ba-^tia, tind coiisuhinj^ 
with tin; Viceroy upon the hc>l means of j)cifonuin«' the opctiition, and to i»ivc every 
assistance in your power towards the eoinplelioii of it; lea\iu;4 the blockade of Ee{^ 
Ixu ii under the direction of Captain Vockhuru.” Soon after the (lovcrnnieuthad issued 
those onlers it ehan|,o'd its inli utions; and «>ii tin* 'Msl of ()«‘tohcv, a Hispatch was 
Kent, to Mir .lol/n .)er\ is, “ si^^nifx in*^ his JMajestVs pltiisnre rdativi* tt* the keeping' 
possession ofCorsicii, shotild fin* tr»n*ps, .sf.ircs, \e., not have ln'en wiilolriiwn ; hut, 
in lliiU event, lo ()e(*Mpv I’orlo l'’ernijo in I'.lha." J'his Ihspateh arriM-d, liowever, 
t<‘o hit»;; and in reply lo it, Sir .John .le.\is said th.at “tin* inaintcuance of the 
SoYoreionity of the Island of Vursiea, under tin* circumstances of the moment, was 
iH'xt to irnpossihle, and that he was happy that the ri’ino*. idof the trotips, provisions, 
and stores to I’orlo I’errajo, was an antieipation of lu> orders.’ In a Letter to Karl 
Spencer, oil (he I Itli of Novemher, Sir John dervis ohst>rved-.‘* 1 consider it a groat 
Me ssing that tin* evaeuntieiii of Corsica ha«l taken place* before I hael leoeivenl the 
orders to maintain the Viceroy in the Sover. ignty c*f it. which could not ha>e hceii 
olTcete'd feir any length of time, as the memi«M*.t tin* Kiiemy had landed in force, everv 
i‘n\n in the Interieir of the Islaml wemld have taken iiert with him, and there was not 
^ Inimbie pfivt in \t:'-^Tuckcrs Mnnoim of Earl Et. VincetiL vol. i. pp. •.HC. 



286 


LETTERS. 


[ 1796 . 

that something like your orders is going forward. I shall not 
fail to arrange what Transports may be necessary for each 
Port, which is all that I can do until matters are brought to 
greater maturity. 

The Vice-Roy thinks that there will not be more than 
about 600 emigres, Corsicans and French, and the stores I 
do not believe are very numerous ; for the ordnance which we 
found in the different fortifications, the Vice-Roy will not, I 
imagine, think it right to take away, llis Excellency is very 
much distressed by this measure, and believes the Island is at 
this moment in a most perfect state of loyalty to the King, 
and aftection for the British Nation but what strikes me as a 
greater sacrifice than Corsica, is the King of Naples : if he 
lias been induced to keep off the Peace,® and has jierhaps 
engaged in the war again by the expectation of the continu- 
ance of our Fleet in the Mediterranean, hard indeed is liis 
fate : his Kingdom must inevitably be ruined. 

I am, See, 

Horatio Nelson. 


i Apjifnciilly in (*(»iUinuaiioii. J 

IL'istiii, .Ini Oololx r, Jnid. 

I have arranged upon paper — for more, whilst the affair is to 
be kept secret, cannot be done — the dis|)()sition and numl)er of 
Transports which will be wanted at each Port ; it must not he 
considered as exact, for the reason licfore stated, but it is very 
near the mark. No cannon or stores taken in the Island are 
to be touched. (Corsica is to be left cnlircly independent, and 
with means of defence against any power. God knows what 
turn the minds of the Corsicans may take when the measure 
comes to be known. Their love of plunder, and a desire to 
make peace with their former tyrants the French, may induce 
them to disturb us, and in that event an embarkation of stores, 
especially from hence, is by no means easy: but this is a di- 
gression. I send you the account of Ships necessary, made 
out from returns of stores to the General, and by coinnumi- 

" It. Iju.s »i!r< :ulysiitu*(l that uii AniiiatUM? brlwonii llie Kiuf^of NaitU'^ and tin 
trencli was sif^nou (/»» liic .jtli of .lun**, li'.MJ; and on Iho lotli of Ortolun-, >vli< n 
C'oJHicu wu.« fVfu uaiod, aial our Fleet was about to withdraw from the Mcditernineaii- 
liis Ni;tti)olitan Aliijcssty concluded u I’eacc with the llqmblic. 
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cation with the Vice-Roy. It will at least shew you that my 
mind has not been idle, however my abilities, without a soul 
to speak to in the different departments, may fall short of my 


wishes. 


I am, &c. 

IIoiiATio Nelson. 


iMEAIORANDA RESPECTENG THE EVACITATION OF CORSICA 


rAnto}^ni])li, ill llic possession of James Young, Esq., of Wells, in Xoifolk. Com- 
infnloio Nolson sent an nutograpli copy of these Memoranda, though not quite so 
rircumstantial in details, to Sir Gilbert Elliot, which the Viee-Hoy received on the 
Ith of Octoher, 179(5. The variations or additions in hradiots are from the last 
iiK'Hlioned Copy.] 

Bastia. 


1200 Barrels of Powder . . . 

SOO Tons of Stores of all kinds 

000 Emigres and their oflects . 




•1 


One large Ship. 

j Thrt'c ; at least 
t^’O. 


1500 Troo))S of all dcscrii)tions and baggage, | ^ 

iucliiding Capraja J 

Hospital Staff and Sick | 

[ II. 1. Ship. 


Stair and Iblfects One. 


For Bastia . . . Iblcvcn Sail. 

F EUUA.IO. 

Stores and Troops [and hhiglish effects], 200, Two — Three. 


Fiorenzo. 

Stores and Troojis 200, say Two. 

Cai.vi. 

Stoves and Troops [and Emigres] .... say Three. 
Ajaccio. 

Stores and I'roops [and Emigres] ... - Seven. 

Bonaiaccio. 

Stoves and Troops [very few] ... . . One. 


Merchants are supposed to have Vissels, and the Navy to 
hike all their owu Stores: tlierefere the above is for the Army 
and dejiendenis. 

Twenty-eight Sail . . • 


. Thirty. 
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TJio ^"ico- Rov ])ro})oses, wiili <lio aj)j)r()bati()n of Sir JoJin 
J(.‘r\ is, to embark ihc liritisli Troops on board the Slii])s of 
War, ^Yluch \Yill secure to the Nation this most valuable part 
of tlu! bbubarkation, in the case of a very superior Tleet attack- 
ing- our Convoy. 

French ])risoners, about dOt), near llastia .... ])ro- 

posed to bo sent to Calvi. 

vShi})s of War necessary for the attendance on tlie Trans- 


port : — 

Ibistia Cai)tain and two Frigates. 

I'errajo One Frigate. 

One 81oo]). [One iMigak', 

Ca|)raja whicli ^Yill carry tlio 

whole Garrison.] 

.... ( Any Vess(ds ofWar. [Not 

[ necessary to nunUion. 1 

Cab i (^ne Frigate. 

/One Shi]) of the Fine: two 
. * I or three otlier Vessels of 

War. [Two Frigalos 

V and Sloops.] 

llonafaccio Sj)eedy. [‘Sloo}).] 


TO ADMIUAT. JOtlX JHIIVIS, K.U. 

OVojii (Tarkr an«l M‘Artliiir, vol. i. p. 

IT.Mk 

As far as iny powers and abilities go, you may rely on me 
that nothing sliall be l(*ft undone wliieh ouglit to be done, 
even should it be necessary to knock down Ikstia. La>t 
night 1 took llic Vicc-Koyand Secretary of State afloat; and 
at daylight this morning, went to General de Burgh, and toKl 
liim, that from the embarkation of the Vice-Roy, the evacua- 
tion and regulation of the Town became entirely military, 
and of cour^e devolved on us. I hope the General will join 
me cordially. I have ])een to the magazines, and have arranged- 
as far as I have the means, the embarkation of {>rovisions; and 
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tho General says lie will have proper guards to keep off tlie 
populace. I have reeommended to him to send for the 
Municipality, and to tell them that the direction of affairs was 
in our hands, and that it would be at their peril were they to 
interfere in the embarkation of any property belonging to us. 
Had not the Ships arrived when they did, yesterday would 
have lost us Bastia: the Ships are laid opposite the Town, 
with springs. 1 am sorry to say the Gonvoy with South- 
ampton is not in sight, and it is calm; the (hiptain is not at 
anchor : it is the terror of the Ships which will keep order 
here. If you could order a Ship round and two Transports, 
they would be very useful. I have detached a Felucca to 
prepare Gapraja, and shall send Southampton to attend at 
Flba, but that evacuation not to take ])lace until we are 
finished here, which, according to the present ap])earances, 
will be some time. Had not Elba been ours, our Sinvrna 
(vv)nvoy and Transports, I believe, would have been lost. I 
purpose taking the Ships from lieghorn when we arc abso- 
lutely all afloat, or we shall have swarms of Erivateers to 
torment us. 

[In oonlinuiiiioii. , 

i;th ()c-ioi)or, i:!n;. 

I have received your letter, and am going on as well as a 
heavy surf will })ermit. The dispatches of this morning’ are 
wonderful ; do his Majesty’s Ministers know their own minds? 
If you stay, we are sure of the coast opposite to Elba, and the 
line hay of Telamon. It does not become me to say a word : 
the national Honour and the fate of Italy cannot, 1 am con- 
fident, be placed in better hands than yours. The whole 
weight is left on you. 


* These Dispatflies are saiil hy C'lnrkc nnd ^^‘Avt]nu• to linvo e()ntniiu d conutor 
OnltM's vcspeetiii}' the jiroeiMMlin«fs of tin* Fh'rt, hatl Iumoi jiri-M'ously tliroftivl 

to tli»‘ Areiliterviniioui. It woiilJ sippnir from tin* n)llo\viiii? in a TiOtli'v 

ti’oni Sir Williiutt ITiimilton to ('ommotlori* NcInou. ilntoil a Isi Oi lolu'r, ICliI, 

tliiit N(*ls(ni juul Sir (lilhevt Mlliot Inul hoen in^^rul^ol^lal it itivveiilitifj: the hlert 
h’oiu Iciiviito- ihe iM edit ernim* Jill. S|)eiikiiij^ of ihe late \ L*e Itov ot 1. ('’>.iea, Sir 
Williimi ohsrrved, “ A },M-eat point indeed \va- -.din d hy yi ir Joint endc'avojirs to 
l'>'‘veiit llii> Kilifr’s Fleet fr.nn ahimdoninj? the Mi diti . raiieai! , and hv Nvliieh I v.-ril> 
hi'lieviMliese Kingdoms and all Italy are sun- ■ from tin* ah oilnie vnin with width 
tiiey wj'iv immediately ihreiilened.”— .-t/z/o./ro/t/i, in the N.'N.m Tapers. 

VOU 11. i; 
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18th October. 

We are smoother than we have been, but still there is a 
good deal of surf, I shall strictly attend to all your orders, 
and will write more fully to-morrow. 

I am, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO MESSRS. riEATir AND CO., GENOA. 

^ [Autograph in the possession of J. 13. Heath, Esq.] , 

Bastia, October ITth, EiOO. 

Dear Sir, 

I am sorry that you, or any Englishman, 

should have thought I acted without thought on the 11th 
September," Whether the measure was right or wrong in 
itself, is not for me to say. I certainly thought a good deal 
before I ordered the reprisal. The King’s honour was, I 
conceive, too much insulted to forbear. I ordered my OlFicers 
to be prepared for the event, llotvevcr, we all regret wliat 
an innocent Merchant suffers from public measures. The 
Vicc-Roy and Admiral both think I acted perfectly right, 
even had I attacked the French vessel and battery before they 
fired. The Genoese were bound in duty to have fired on the 
French battery, and not on his Majesty’s flag. Rut I mention 
this, as I really wished to have retained your, and every 
Englishman’s, good opinion. You will hear that we are 
evacuating (.hu’sica. The inhabitants all in grief, but it is by 
no means certain we shall leave the Mediterranean. The 
Spanish are up, but what can they do against us ? 

I aril, dear Sir, your very humble servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 


10 ]UR.< NEI.SON. 

f From Clarke ami M‘Art}iur, vf/1. i. p. T/Jl). ] 

About. I' lb Ortober, 

Wo are all preparing to leave the Mediterranean, a measure 
wbicb I cannot approve. They at liomc do not know wluit 
this Fleet is capable of performing ; anything, and every thmg. 


* III the atbiir of St. Biem d’Arena. 
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Much as I shall rejoice to see England, I lament our present 
orders in sackcloth and ashes, so dishonourable to the dignity 
of England, whose Fleets are equal to meet the World in 
arms ; and of all the Fleets I ever saw, I never beheld one in 
point of officers and men equal to Sir John Jervis’s, who is a 
Commander-in-Chief able to lead them to glory. 

Yours, &c. 

Horatio Nelson, 


TO ADMTRAT. SIR JOHN JERVIS, K.R. 


[Fioin Clavko aiul M‘Artliiiv, vol. i. p. 

19tb October, 1700. 

We shall attend chiefly, to that most important article, 
ordnance stores : all English guns, mortars, and stores should 
most assuredly be removed at every place. My present in- 
tention is to embark the troops on the morning of the 21st: 
1 tim sorry to bo obliged to take the Linc-of-battlc ships to 
Elba, as I am anxious to have them with you ; but they are 
so full of stores, and will perhaps be of troops, that I can only 
say, twelve hours shall be the outside for Egmont and Excel- 
lent, and I shall bring the Viceroy probably in a few hours 
afterwards to talk with you. Sardine is under weigh for 
Naf)les, and only waits to make sail until the Viceroy's letter 
is finished. Dido is gone to Elba, to acquaint Colonel Mon- 


tresor, the Commandant, of the great change. Everything 
may be done at Porto Ferrajo : you will be delighted with 


that Port. 


Noim, l!*tb of October. 


We have just received accounts from the Municipality, that 
a number of French have landed near Cape (]orsc, and have 
sent to demand of the Municipality what part they mean to 
take. The Viceroy has informed the Municipality, that we 
wish to quit them amicably^ and in the state we promised; 
but if they permitted the French to enter the Town, or in any 
way embarrassed our embarkation, that it would end in the 
destruction of the batteries, and would be highly detrimental 
to Bastia. We shall act, I see, with prudence, and retreat in 
tunc. The garrison of Capraja i * arrived. 

I am, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 

L 2 
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TO ADMIRAL SIR JOHN JfAlVIS, K.B. 

[Autograpli, in the possession of Josiali French, Msq.] 

Captain, Port Ferrajo, October 21st, I'JOO. 

Sir, 

1 have the honour to acquaint you that I tirrivcd at Bastia 
on the 14th, and was joined between that time and the I9tli 
by the Egmont, Captain, Excellent, and Southampton.. Tlie 
Ships-of-tlie-linc were moored opposite the Town, the em- 
barkation of provisions and stores commenced on the 15tli, 
and was continued without intermission till the 19th at sunset. 
In tliat niglit every soldier and other person were brought off 
w’ith perfect good order from the north end of the Town.^ 

It is unnecessary for me to mention to you the latigue of 
the whole of this duty, but I cannot omit to state the merits 
of every officer employed on it, and most particularly that of 
Lieutenant Day, Agent for Transports; and much which lias 
been saved may be fairly attributed (witlioiit disparagement 
to any one ) to his indefatigable attention and ability. The 
Captains of all the Ships-ot-war, although not particularly ii\ 
their line of duly, never omitted, night or day, their personal 
exertions. 

^ A<hiiinil Sir Joljii .Icrvi^!, iti bis iJispatch to Kuil Spciiccr, ilatcil, “Victory, in 
San Fiorenzo Hay, 2‘inl Octobrr, gave tlic followijig account of tin* cvacniitioii 

of Corsica: “Soon ufti'r llic Viceroy coiiimiinicsite«! to ibo Municipality of Hii''li:i 
tliat tbe Island was to be e\aeuatc*l, the reins of (lo\erninent were wrested from 
liiiii, and a < 'oinniiitee of d’birty noiuinated tt) eaiTV it on. At tin's nioineiil a gule of 
^\ind at west, wliieli nislied in violent gusts from tlie momitaiits, drove tbi> Soulli 
a]n]iton and the 'I'rnnsports frtmi Ibeir anebors. Cpon this tbe CoinmlKei* of 'l'birf\ 
insisted that an ci^nal number of Cor.sicans slioiild mount guard witli tbe Hriiisb m 
itic eiladrl and barriers, and refused to allow the Viceroy !<» setnl a mess»mg<T wiHi 
letters to tbe Corsican Ctcnerals in the I'reiieb ser\iei‘ at Leghorn, lia\i)ig determin' d 
to send delegates of tlieir own. The instant I was a)>]irisi*d fd’ this 1 detacliod tin* 
Cft])tain willi orders to tbe Lgmont, (in case Captain Stuart fell in with Imr. )(<> 
pr»»eee<l to Ho-Stia. Happily, C<»mm«»don* Nelson arrived there in the Dindi in at tlii*' 
most interesting iieriod, and by the firm tom* he held, soon redne«‘d these gontb im ii 
to (tider, and <ini(*t snbmissbni to the cinhavkation ; hut he wrede to me, tliai anolln r 
(iine of-hattle sliiji and ft '1‘rftnsporl or two would ucci'lerfite the work mneb. 1 
ibcrefore <lisj»fUeli«'d the L.xeelbnjt with two Ti'oop-triiiis[ioris, and tliey JiJnl 
nijeomniun iiuie!. pitssiige. Hy* tbe nnwraried Jabonr of Commodore Nilsoii, nmi 
ibftse under bis command, cverylliing was embarked oti tbe l!Hh, and be sailed l"« 
l^ut Feirajo at nnilnii'lit. ())] tlie ’itHli, the Spanish Fleet, consisting of fliirty ei:;lit 
S,.(l ol ihi* Line uud teji !•’ ligates, was iihrea^t of Ciipe Corse. — 7 ’/o Xv,‘/'.s ^ 

(>/ St. f'lnant. vol, i. p. *.*:M, 



LETTERS. 


293 


jkt. 38.] 

Tlie cordiality with which the whole of this service was 
carried on between llis Excellency the Vice-Roy, Lieu- 
tenant-General de Burgh, and myself, 1 cannot but think it 
right to inform you of; and that I have the honour to be with 
the greatest respect, 

Your most obedient servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO ins ROYAL HIGHNESS THE DUKE OF CLARENCE. 
lIToiu Clarke and M‘Arlliur, vol. i. p. 

CapUiiiL '0th October, 17!)0. 

Sir, 

I was honoured with your Royal Highness’s letter of 2nd of 
S(;ptcinbcr,‘ a few days ptist, in the midst of a very active 
scene, the evacuation of Bastia ; which being our first post, 
was entrusted to my direction, and I am happy to say that 
not only Bastia, but every other place in the Island is com- 
pletely evacuated. The Corsicans sent to Leghorn for the 


'• “Richmond, September ‘2iui, 


Dcnr Sir, 

“ I mn to nc‘kno\vle»lj'c. the receipt <»f yours of •iOth atul “i:»rd Lilv, wbieli (.‘inno 
Mifo to liiiiid, I ronyraliihile yon on Ix'iiij' at last in l)i(‘ command of a SJjjp of <1 
^iins, and 1 bolie^e yon did not make the exchange before it requisite. 1 
iilwii}s was pc’i’snaded yon would make the best use of any oj>pt)rt unity to dislitignish 
}onvs(df; von have liad many, and I bop(’ yoti will have more, in which the same good 
fortime, 1 trust, relative to yonr jtevsoii, will attond yon. As for the execution, 1 
iuii conddeiit lli*’ King's seiniec will iMUielit always uiidor your direiUion. 

“ Si])c(* your lust letter, the Atistrian affairs both in Italy ami (Jermany liaNo 
siill’ered serionsly. I am imt yet so blind to the French Ibwadution, as jiot to I'e 
convinced there must ho Ireaeherv amongst the Imperial Hflieers, which, it is to l»e 
lann’iited, the F.mpen)r will not or eaunol detect. 1 should think our lloet, sitnaleil 
ns Italy now is, from these re]M'ate«l defeats of the Austrians, cannot he of an} more 
Use in the Mediterraiioan ; and, indeed, as a Spanish war seems to he inevilalde, the 
^Vest Indies will require a great Na' ul force, and it will he proper to nngiiient tlio 
Meet which protects our owni coasts, and is Known Jinder the denomination of the 
hlianiud Fleet. 1 therefore suppose the Mediterr.niean Moet will ito divided pait 
to (lie West Indies, and the rest come home, I'aving a tew I rigales, under a very 
ivctivc Olficer, at Gibraltar. 

“ We cannot say dear old England is ns we eotild wish it : however, vve are better 
"O’ tlian any other Natiotjs ; and, thank fJod, ilu*re is no treachery amongst oJir 
i^lilitary, or cons]>iracy amongst our ju'ople ! I wish for tlic host; and, being clear 
oi all kind of party, 1 care not who is the ]Mi lister, provided he is active, and really 
«uxions to )mik(‘ peace (he moment he ean. Adieu, my dear friend, and ever hclievo 
lue, youry sincerely, William.”— in the Nelson I’Kpers. 
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French, as was natural for them, in order to make their peace ; 
and the Enemy was in one end of Bastia, before we had 
quitted the other. The exertions of the Navy on this occa- 
sion, as on all others which I have seen, have been great, and 
beyond the expectations of those who never will believe what 
%we are capable of performing. Our troops arc ordered to 
Porto Ferrajo, which can be defended against any number of 
the Enemy for a length of time ; and the Port, although small, 
will hold with management our whole Fleet and Transports. 

As soon as all our Transports are arrived at Elba, we arc to 
go out to look for Man, who is ordered to come up : wc shall 
then be twenty-two Sail of such Ships as England hardly ever 
produced, and commanded by an Admiral, who will not fail 
to look the Enemy in the face, be their force what it may ; I 
suppose it will not be more than thirty-four Sail of the Line. 
We may reasonably expect reinforcements from England; for 
whilst wc can keep the combined Fleet in the Mediterranean, 
so much more advantageous to us ; and the moment we retire, 
the whole of Italy is given to the French. Be the successes 
of the Austrians what they may, their whole supply of stores 
and provisions comes from Trieste, across the Adriatic to the 
Po, and when this is cut off, they must retire. If the Dons 
detach their Fleet out of the Mediterranean, wc can do the 
same — however, that is distant. I calculate on the certainty 
of Admiral Man’s joining us, and that in fourteen days from 
this day wc shall have the honour of fighting these gentlemen ; 
there is not a scaniaii in the Fleet who docs not feel confident 
of success. If I live, your Royal Highness shall have no 
reason to regret your friendship for me, and I will support 
Sir John Jervis to the utmost of my power. ... I hope soon 
to hear that your Flag is flying, whicli I am sure will be niosi 
honourable for yourself, and I trust most advantageous for 
our King and Country. I am, as ever, your most I'aithfiil, 

lioRATio Nelson. 


TO THE GENOESE GOVERNMENT. 

[1 rora ou Aiitoj'raph Oiauglit iu tlic Nelson Papers.] 

[About October or Novrmbor, i 

Commodore Nelson Inis the honour to acquaint the Serein 
Government of Genoa, that he is charged by his Excclloiic 
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the Vice-Roy of Corsica, and Sir John Jervis, K.B., Com- 
mander-in-Chief of his Britannic Majesty’s Fleet in the Medi- 
terranean, to come to Genoa, and to demand from the Serene 
Government the immediate restitution of the British shipping 
and property sequestered in the Port of Genoa; satisfaction 
for the insults offered his Majesty’s Flag, by the firing of 
cannon on it on the 11th day of September last, and that this 
conduct is considered more insulting, as it was entirely unpro- 
voked by any conduct on the part of his Majesty’s Officers and 
Men, who were employed on a legal service near the shore of 
St. Pierre d’ Arena, in possession of the French, and a French 
battery erected on it ; and also for the subsequent con- 
duct of the Government on that day, by shutting the Ports of 
the Republic to the British, at the instigation of his Majesty’s 
Enemies. 

These open Hostilities left no choice with the Servants of 
Il ls Majesty in these Seas, but that of vindicating His honour 
by immediate reprisals. The consequence has been, that 
("apraja is at present occupied by British troops, and that a 
great number of Genoese Vessels, have been seized at sea 
and in our harbours, and which will every day increase, arc 
sequestered. 

I am also instructed by his Excellency the Vice-Roy to state 
to the Government of the Serene Republic that Capraja had 
offered many provocations to Ills Majesty’s Government in 
(Corsica anterior to the late events at Genoa. That Island 
had been, for these last two years, the constant haunt of V csscls 
calling themselves French privateers, fitted out in the harbour 
ot‘ Capraja, under the eye of the Genoese Government, by a 
French agent, received and acknowledged as such. 

lliesc V’^essels lay in wait at Capraja, for the Trade of his 
Majesty’s Subjects, and exercised a piratical warfare against 
the English and Corsicans, under the protection of a Genoese 
fort, and harbour in a manner entirely contrary to the laws 
of Neutrality : that no redress has been obtained from the 
Serene Republic by any representations which were made 
by his Majesty’s Minister at Genoa ; that although a French 
Agent was not only received at Capraja, but was avowedly the 
instrument of these hostilities, the Serene Republic declined 
the reasonable and just recpicst that was made to them on our 
part, to admit an English Vice-Consul at tlic same })lace. 
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I am also directed by the Vice-Roy and Admiral to inform 
llic Serene Republic that they would still have persevered in 
the same system of moderation and forbearance, from a sincere 
regard for the Serene Republic, and from an ardent desire to 
maintain, even with great sacrifices, the harmony which has 
so long been preserved, through difficult and. delicate times, 
between the two Governments, if the violent and insulting 
transaction of the 11th of September had not committed the 
honour of his Majesty, as well as the interest and just claims 
of his Subjects, too deeply to admit of further forbearance. 

I am further instructed, at the same time, to inform the 
Serene Republic, that neither desire of conquest nor avidity 
of gain, by a war against the extensive trade of the Genoese, 
liavc influenced their councils on this occasion ; and that the 
only objects they have in view are to obtain reparation for the 
late insults committed at Genoa, and a security against a rcjxi- 
tition of those injuries which have been experienced from the 
conduct of the Genoese Government at Caj)raja. 

When these objects arc accoinjdished, it is their Excellencies' 
desire, and they will think it their duty, to restore everything 
to its former footing, and to revert to that friendly intercourse 
with Genoa which it has been so much the wish of his Majesty, 
and the study of all his Servants to maintain, notwithstanding 
many provocations Avhich perhaps the nature of the times and 
circumstances have rendered unavoidable. 

I trust that these, their Excellencies’ sentiments, will snfli- 
cicntly evince to the Genoese Government and to the Avhole 
world, their amicable and pacific disposition and will render 
the Serene Republic alone responsible for the events that have 
ensued from tlie present differences, or for those measures 
which tlicir Excellencies may be justly called u])on to employ 
for vindication of his Majesty’s honour and the protection of 
his Subjects. I have the honour to be, ike. 

lloKATio Nelson. 


To JOSEPH J3T{AJ\IL, ESQ., HRITrSH COXSI J. AT OKXOA. 

; FTnin u C<»i)y in tin; Atlininilly.j 
Dear Sir, (‘nptain, at Sen, Novomber 

The night before last, I received, through the hands of Mr. 
Bertram, your letter of October 12th, transmitting an Answer 
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of the Genoese Secretary of State to the Adnural’s letter, and 
iny Memorial, also their Note to you ; and you say you have 
sent rue a copy of your Note to the Government of Genoa, 
wliich you hope I shall approve of. This latter Taper you 
have omitted to send, which I am sorry for, as I hoped to have 
seen in it Mr. Secretary of State most severely taken to task, 
for daring to tax me with a breach of my Word of Honour. ’ 
You must know, from your own acquaintance with me, that I 
am incapable of such conduct, and you luid my Report of the 
transaction, which was sufficient for you to resent, as becomes 
your station, and my hitherto unimpcached honour; but, if 
you have so far forgotten yourself and station as to permit such 
an infamous lie to be unContradicted, it is my desire, and I 
demand it of you, that you go immediately to the Secre- 
tary of State, and state that I say, the scandal of a breach of 
lionour lies with him for writing an untruth, with his Govern- 
ment for permitting it, and with their Officer, who pledged 
himself for the Republic’s being neutral, when I gave my 
Word of Honour to observe the Neutrality of Genoa, and that 
I would attack no Vessel in its Port, or under the guns of 
Genoa. 

This reciprocal pledge was given in your room, and yourself 
interpreted; and of course you will recollect, that I would not 
give my Word of Honour till the Officer gave his for the 
Neutrality of the Republic. I call on the Government of 
(ieiioa to say, if they understood my pledge of Honour to be 
otherwise than that I would not commence an attack, and 
1 not] that I would abstain from repelling or chastising one. 

You will mark the ilagrant breach of honour in the Rc- 
pul)lic of Genoa. They permitted the French to enter the 
Port of Genoa, contrary to their Edict of Neutrality, with 
Vessels loaded with gunpowder: they permit all kinds ol 
warlike stores lor the attack of Neutral Powers to be landed 
within 300 yards of the walls of Genoa : they permit guns to 
be mounted by the Encinies of England within the same dis- 
tance. 

riie consequence of this conduct on the part of the Go- 
vernment of Genoa, was, that the French fired on his Majesty’s 
l^oats; and, on the Boats resenting the insult, Iroiu what had 

* 111 ihc ttft’air of St. I'icvrc tVAicua. Vide mile. 
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heretofore been considered as a Neutral Territory, by taking 
a French Vessel, the Government of Genoa, instead of sup- 
porting its Neutrality by opening a fire upon the French 
battery, turned the guns of Genoa, first on his Majesty’s Boats, 
and then on the Ships; and, in addition to this hostile act, 
they permitted a number of French armed Vessels to come 
out of the Port of Genoa, to attack his Majesty’s colours. 

This statement of facts, which I dare them to contradict, 
but which it was your boiindcu duty to have supported long 
since, will show tlic Genoese Nation, and the whole World, 
who has broken their Parole of Honour. 

I am, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 

'ro WILLIAM LOCKER, ESQ., LTE(^rENANT-C^OVER^OR, UOYAI. 

HOSRl rAL, GREENWICH. 

in tlio Locker PiUK-rs. On the ‘iml of Noveivilu'r, Adiiuriil Sir Juhi) 
•Jervis with tlu' Fleet, (of wliich the Captain formed part,') sjhled fnon Mortell.i 
Bay for Gihraltur, and arrived tltere on the Jst ol' Dccemher followinf'. ] 

Captain, at .S<*a. Novenihor IT'.h!. 

My dear Friend, 

It is true that iny time has lately been so fully employed, 
that I have not had that time I wished for, to write to all niy 
friends. However, as I am attached to the Fleet, I have not 
so many affairs in hand. Sir John desires me to say, when 1 
write you, that he is sorry he cannot, so much as he wislics, 
write to you himself. We have now done with Corsica ; I 
have seen the first and the last of that Kingdom. Its situation 
certainly was most desirable for us, but the generality of its 
inhabitants arc so greedy of wealth, and so jealous of each 
otlier, that it would rccpiirc the patience of Job, and the riches 
of Croesus to satisfy them. Tliey say themselves they arc only 
to be ruled by the Riding Power shooting all its Enemies, and 
bribing all its Friends. They already regret our dcjiarturc 
from them, for no more silver harvests will come to their lot. 

I remember when wo quitted Toulon we endeavoured to 
reconcile (ourselves to (Corsica; now we arc content with Elba 
— such things arc: however, wc have a fine Port, and no 
ex])cnses for the Government of the Island. 

VVe are anxious to hear what the King of Naples has de- 
termined on, in consequence of our remaining to support Imn ^ 
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if he is marched, I hope soon to be in possession of Leghorn 
again. The conduct of the Pope is extraordinary ; although 
he is at war with the French, yet he has not opened his Ports 
to us : he is fearful of a turn in the present happy prospects. 
In short, Italy has been lost by the fears of its Princes ; had 
they expended half the money to preserve their Territories, 
which they have paid the French for entering them, their 
Countries would have been happy, instead of being filled with 
present misery and diabolical notions of Government. I have 
received the third volume of Charnock’s book,® but how it 
came to me I know not, but suppose by the Queen. As the 
book gets forward, it naturally becomes more interesting. I 
am in your debt for the subscription. 

We left St. Fiorenzo on the 2nd, at night, and arc now 
seeing our Smyrna convoy part of the way down the Straits, 
and hope to meet Admiral Man, who has, more than a month 
pi»st, known the situation of our gallant Admiral. Orders 
have been sent, which fame says, were received October lOth ; 
but Admiral Man could not have sailed on the receipt ol’ them, 
as Swedes have been spoke only eight, nine, and ten days 
through the Gut. 

So soon as our Fleet is united, I have no doubt but we shall 
look out for the Combined Fleet, who I suppose arc about 
thirty-four Sail of the line, badly manned, and worse ordered; 
whilst ours is such a Fleet as I never before saw at sea. There 
is nothing hardly beyond our reach. 1 need not give you the 
cluiracter of Sir John Jervis, you know him well; therefore I 
shall only say, he is worthy of such a Fleet, for he knows how 
to use us ill the most beneficial manner for our Country. You 
will not forget me kindly to every part of your family, and 
also to Mr. Bradley and our Naval friends ; also to Simon 
Taylor. As I road in the paper, St. Domingo is to be evacu- 
ated, I hope Jamaica will oc safe. All the French xVrmy in 
Italy is going to the Devil very fast. Wc arc on shore, upon 
Ever believe me, your most affectionate, 

IIouATio Nelson. 

I write this to go when opportunity offers. 

Nijvcmbcv llth, oil' Minorca. 

Have you done the business for Mr. Summers? 

^ “ lJiogmpl)in Nuvuli^.” 
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TO MJIS. JVKLSON. 

[Fioin Clarke and M‘Artliui', vol. i. p. 

November ’Jdi, \ VM\. 

You will, by this time, have known the dc termination that 
has been made for this Fleet to remain in the Mediterranean. 
As soon as we have defeated the Spanish Fleet, which 1 dou])t 
not, with God’s help, avc shall do, I have two or three little 
matters to settle in Ital}", and then I care not how (piickly I 
return to you. Do not flatter yourself that I shall be re- 
warded ; I expect nothing, and therefore shall not be disap- 
pointed; the 2>lcasurc of my own mind will be my reward. 1 
am more interested, and feel a greater satisfaction, in ob- 
taining yours and my father’s applause, than that of all the 
world besides. 

Yours, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO IJIS KOVAL illGlINESS THE DUKE OF CLAKENCE. 

[From !t)i uutograpb in tin* N«‘Lon I’apers.' ] 

Uai>Uiiii, ut Sill, Novombor lllli, lU.lb. 

Sir, 

What may be thought in England of our embarkation from 
Jhistia I know not, but I conceive myself to have a fair right 
to be well spoken of, as the few facts which I shall stale will 
evince. [I shall relate them to your Royal Highness, to give 
you an idea of the state of our Army and the Viceroy on my 
arrival.] 

On the 14t)i of October I was close in with Bastia, [before 
daylight,] in the Diadem, Captain Towry. Before the Ship 
anchored, I went on shore to the Viceroy, landing oj>posil(' 
his house. I found his Excellency very hap])y at my arrival, 
and immediately rc([ucstcd me to send ofl* his most valuable 
papers, and acfpiainted me with the plan of some Corsicans 
to take his person that night ; that, except the guard which 
was at his house, our troops were in the citadel; that a 
Committee of Thirty had taken the Government of the Town, 


Tbp passagoH within bracked arc not in the drauglit, but they occur iii the coj'y 
in CJarko and 31‘Artliur, vlI. i. p. and may have been taken from the Letter it 'i- 
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had sequestered the property of the English, and had refused 
to suffer any vessel or boat to (piit the Mole, [and also that 
a plan was laid to seize his person ; that the Town was full 
of armed Corsicans who had mounted guard at every place, 
and that our troops were in the citadel, except the guard at 
his house.] 

From the Viceroy I went to General dc Burgh, where 
I learnt that as many armed Corsicans as British were in 
the (htadcl; that they had mounted guard with the British at 
the (htadcl gate, on the batteries, barrier gates, and at the 
storehouses of Government, and every magazine of the English 
Merchants ; and that it was necessary for the troops to stand 
to their arms for self-defence ; — in short, that there was not 
a prospect of saving cither stores, cannon, or provisions. I 
submitted to the General the propriety of shutting the Citadel 
gate in order to prevent any more armed men from getting 
into it, [and that I would moor the Ships opposite to the 
Town.] On my return from the General to the Viceroy, the 
IS Icrch ants, Owners, and Captains of Privateers came to me with 
tears, stating the fact of even their trunks with wearing apparel 
being refused to them, and that they were beggars without my 
help, not a prize would these people allow to quit the Mole : 
[a Transport’s boat had, they said, been refused permission 
to leave the Mole until she was searched, and on nothing being 
found in her, they suffered her to pass ; a Privateer was moored 
across the Mole heads,] I rccpiested them to be quiet, and 
that nothing should be left undone by me for their relief. About 
ten A.M., the Egmont, (hiptain Sutton, had arrived, and I 
anchored the Ships close to the Mole head, abreast of the 
Town, sent all our boats, manned and armed, to tow the Ships 
out of the Mole, sending a message to the Committee, that 
if there was the smallest molestation to every species of 
English property being removed from the Town and out of the 
Mole, that 1 would open the fire of the Ships and batter the 
Town down. This iiiessajje had its desired effect. The Cor- 
sjcans on guard down muskets and ran ; .and the Mole, upwards 
of sixty sail, was soon clear [At noon, having made the signal 
for boats manned and armed, I ordered Captain Towry to 
proceed into the Mole with them, and to open the passage 
for all the Vessels who chose to come out: with instructions 
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to take the first English Vessel he came to in tow, and 
if he met with the smallest molestation, he was to send to the 
Municipality in my name, and inform them that if the least im- 
pediment were thrown in the way in getting any Vessel out of 
the Mole, or embarking any property belonging to the English 
from the Town, I would instantly batter it dowm. (Captain 
Sutton very handsomely went to To wry’s assistance, for on the 
approach of the latter to the Mole, the privateer pointed her 
guns, and 100 muskets were levelled from the Mole head. 
On this Captain Sutton sent my message, and pulling out his 
watch, gave them one quarter of an hour for an answer, when 
the Ships would in five minutes open their fire. Upon this 
the people on board the Privateer, and from the Mole heads, 
and even the Corsican sentries, quitted the place with the 
utmost precipitation, and of course every vessel came out of 
the Mole.] 

In the afternoon, an owner of a Privateer came to me to 
say, he had goods in the custom-house, wliich they refused 
to deliver : I ordered him to go to the (Committee, and say 
I sent him for the things, [which if not instantly delivered 
I would open my fire.] In five minutes, he returned with the 
keys, and said they wxrc as white as sheets, and said not a word. 
At night they made one more effort to get duty paid for sonic 
wine [landed, and of course going to be embarked by an Eiiglisli 
rnercliant.] I had only occasion to send word that I would 
come to them myself; from this inoinent all was quiet, and 
no people could behave better. Bastia, it w'as agreed on all 
hands, never was so (pnet ; not an armed man was found in 
the streets to the night of our embarkation, [since we had been 
in possession of the Island.] 

The Viceroy consented to go on board my Ship that night, 
which took off from the General and myself much concern ; 
and w'c set heartily to W’ork to save wliat time would permit, 
which may fairly be estimated at £200,000 sterling. The 
seamen were employed on shore to work and my soldiers 
landed to guard the north end of the Town. The French 
Troops landed near Cape Corse on tlic 18th ; and [on the 
L5th in the morning, I landed my troops to take post at the 
Viceroy’s house*, which covered our embarking place, and a 
hundred seamen as a working party ; tlic General ordered 
about another hundred men from the troops for the same pur- 
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pose, and the rest kept post in the Citadel. Wc set heartily 
to work, and continued without intermission until the 19th 
at sunset; when I calculate wc had saved about £200,000 
sterling worth of cannon, powder, stores, and provisions, exclu- 
sive of baggage, household stuff, &c., &c., for the poor emigres 
could not afford to leave a rag. Our boats never ceased night 
nor day.] 

On the 19th they sent a message to the Municipality, 
desiring to know how they intended to receive them; if as 
friends, they demanded that the English should be prevented 
from embarking. In this state, nothing more could be at- 
tempted to be saved ; and therefore at [twelve at] night the 
tr() 0 ])s fpiittcd the Citadel, and came to the north end of the 
Town, where was an open piece of ground, and from whence I 
embarked every man in a heavy gale of wind, with the two ficld- 
picccs which the troops brought from the (htadel to protect 
their retreat — the General and m 3 ^self being the last men in 
tiic boat. [The rrciicli passing at the back of the Town were 
ill the Citadel at one, a.m. From its blowing a gale of wind, 
it was dawn of day when the General and m^’selP went into 
tlic liarge, not one man being left ashore ; and wc took with 
ns tlie two field-pieces brought down to cover our retreat.] 
It is im})ossible I can do justice to the good dispositions of the 
General, or the good management of the Viceroy with the 
Corsicans, not a man of whom but cried on parting with 
him; even those who had opposed his Administration could not 
but love and respect so amiable a character. It was clear that 
dread of the French wivs more predominant in their minds, than 
dislike to us ; and it was this jicrhaps that grcatl}" contributed to 
their first resolves, which were not to be justified. The French 
took possession of the Citadel at one a.m., and it was near 6 
a.m., before the last of us was afloat, but we kept too good a 
countenance for an attack. At this time the Spanish Fleet was 
off Cape Corse, but wc had a fine wind, and before night I had 
every man and vessel safe moored in Porto Ferrajo, for its 
size the most complete port in the world. I am, ^vc. 

Horatio Nelson. 

t lavkc anil M‘Artlnir stale tliat Cominu.k’re Nelson was the last person who 
left the shore. On getting into hi., boat, he '.irnojl round to the Corsican nioh, 

with tlio coolness of a sailor, niialheiiisiiized the whole of tlicir ungnitcful 
ifice, adding, ‘ Now, John Corse, follow the nauirul bent of your detestable choi’uctcr, 
plunder and revenge.’ ” 
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TO CAPTAIN COLLING WOOD. 

[Auto^i’apli, in llip possof?sion of iho Honourable Mrs. Newnham Collinpfwood.] 

My dear Coll., 

Many thanks for your newspapers which were a very great 
treat. From them I do not build mucli on the prospect of 
peace. The French will try the ])ons before they submit to 
any humiliation. I sec we arc ready to give up our con- 
quests, except the Mynheers : they must pay the piper. 

I rejoice with you that all your home arc well. It i.s a 
groat comfjrt to liear from those folks in England : T had noi 
that satisfaction. The mode now of sending letters is now, 
and it must take time to have it known, although William 
Young® has scut several for me, anti would, I am sure, con- 
tinue so to do. • 

We are not I fear soon to get a fair wind. How tedious is 
our voyage: besides, it will take some time attribraltar tore- 
pair our damages. Wc have all of us some when the truth 
comes out. I was lucky in sending my letters for Englaml if 
Cygnet is gone home, but is that certain ? and I was also luchy 
in getting a cask of porter from her, which you shall have part; 
of, when drawn off. Perhaps Lively is going for Gibraltar 
for dispatches. I expect no change of wind before the 29th. 
God bless you, and believe me ever 

Your most faithful, 

Horatio Nelson. 

We have reports tliat Man is gone through the Gut— not 
to desert us, I hope, but I have my suspicions. 


TO THE REV. DIXON HOSTE. 
rAn(ogi n|ili, ill flie possession of Captain Sir William TToste, Hart. J 

Cuptiiin, at Soa, Novomber ‘ibih, lilHi. 

My dear Sir, 

Our friends in England sometimes accuse us of not writing 
so frequently as they wish us: on many occasions we ein 
retort the charge — so says your good son, William. I 


^ Roar A<lrninil William Yonnpr, tlion one of the LoriVt of the AihuiniHy. 
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say, which will be enough for a letter, that I have never 
once had cause to wish him anything hut ichat he is, Ilis 
accidents, I can truly say, have so happily turned out that I 
liopc he is in no way the worse for them, but I have strongly 
recommended for him not to break any more limbs. 

Although this is writing at sea, yet most probabl}^ it will leave 
us at Gibraltar, for which place we arc steering ; and you will, 
perhaps, expect a little news from near the fountain-head, did 
you not know that our future movements arc too important to 
be trusted to a letter ; and our past ones, every newspaper 
tells you moi'c than I can, for what is not known they happily 
guess at. Our evacuation of Corsica was effected beyond 
our most sanguine expcc^tations, and contrary to the belief of 
our a])sent friends, the part allotted to me, the evacuation of 
Bastia, considered the most important, ended, as our world 
here, say, much to my credit; for the French and their adhe- 
rents were round the Town, and the Spanish Fleet only 
thirty-six milc^ from us;‘ but I left not a man behind, and 
saved two hundred thousand pounds’ worth of cannon, stores, 
and provisions, and landed the whole Army, &c. &c. safe at 
Porto Ferrajo, a place of shelter I had contributed to take a 
few months before. Our gallant Admiral, Sir John Jervis, in 
vain expected Admiral Man from Gibraltar, but we have been 
disappointed, and you know where he is by this time, instead 
uf coming to our help who so much needed it, but in this 
world nothing ought to surprise us. We arc only lifty leagues 
from Gibraltar, and hope there to find reinforcements from 
England, when, if we arc twenty-five Sail of the Line, you 
may rest perfectly assured under our present Commander, we 
shall beat the (h^mbined. God send our meeting may ])c 
soon, for I should be sorry to have a Peace before we make 

’ Towards the end of September, Admiral Don Juan de Langara, with the Spanish 
fleet, eoiisisiing of nineteen Sail of the Lir-e, ten Frigates, nud some Corvettes, poL 
to «oa IVoin (hidi/, and proceeded to Curthagena, where they nnoiv joined by seMm 
UiH; of-battlo Shi; , thus making Uventy six Sail of the l.iiie. With ibis imposing 
forci-, Langara npii -ared oil' Cape Corse in Corsieu, on the loth of October, a' wbieh 
tune Sir Jolm Jt.!- Sqiiadnm, ninonntiiig to only fourteen Sail of tlie Line, ( tlie 

faptain being a Ihistia,) M'erc at ftn« ln)r in JMcn-tella Ihiy. fiislead, however, of 
fitbukiujT Fleet, the Spanish Aui liral went to Toulon ; and on his 

^tihal thfivc!, on the 20th of that month, the 'Jombined Fleets formed thirty-eight 
► ail ot the Line and nearly twenty Frigates. 

VOL. ir. 
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the Dons j)ay for meddling. When you sec Mr. and Mrs. 
Coke, I l)eg you will make my compliments, and present 
mine to Mrs. lioste. William tells me he is writing a long 
letter : tlierefore, perhaps, he will tell you more news than I 
can. 

November 28th. — T this day delivered to William your 
letter of October 31st: he says you seem to regret his not 
going home in the Agamemnon ; had I thought so, I cer- 
tainly should not have taken him from licr. I am, dear Sir, 
Your very obedient servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 

I'O WTLrJAiM SI CKLING, ESQ. 

[From “'I'lio Atlienmum.”! 

Captain, oft' Gibraltar Bay, November ‘^0, 11 til), 

dear Sir, ^ 

It would, you may believe, have given me no small satisfac- 
tion to have received a letter from your own hand, and to 
have conveyed to me that you enjoy that good health which I 
most sincerely wish yon, as well as a continuance of every 
family felicity: it is not in my nature to forget, for an instant, 
the many acts of kindness you have shewn me during the 
whole course of my life. I can only endeavour to give you 
the satisfaction of knowing that it has not been thrown away 
on an unworthy object. My professional reputation is the 
only riches I am likely to accjuirc in this war ; what profit 
that will lu’ing me time only can determine, however, it is 
.satisfactory to myself, and I believe will he so to you. This 
day has hrouglit me from Lord Spencer, the fullest and haml- 
somost approbation of iny^ spirited, dignified, and tanpf.’r(d(! 
conduct, both at I.egliorn and Genoa, and my first Lieutenant* 
is made a (hiptain; a share of a galleon, and I want no more — 
but, God knows, aml/itioii has no end ! 

IJow is Mrs. Suckling, Mr. llumsey, Miss Suckling, and 
every part of your lamily? I am interested that all should 
he ha])py, and c )ntributc to make you so. You will hear 
liow we are deserted, but our Coinmandcr-in-Chicf is a host 


J.ifiitfmiiit Martin Hinton. 
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in liimself, and T hope yet to assist him in beating the Dons, 
which we shall do if we have a proper force to seek them out. 
The Admiralty have confirmed me as an established Commo- 
dore : they have done handsomely by me. The Smyrna convoy 
goes oil for England ; we have towed them from Corsica, and 
I hope they will arrive safe. I venture to tell you the Ad- 
miralty always forward letters to the Mediterranean hy the 
(hitters, which almost every week come to us — therefore pray 
write me a line. 

December 2nd. — It was yesterday before we anchored, and 
T am sorry to hear of several Fish-ships Ijeing taken by tlie 
Spaniards. The Admiral has sent out a Scpiadron to secure 
our Newfoundland convoy, which is hourly expected. As 
to our future movements I am totally ignorant — nor do 1 care 
what they are. 1 shall continue to exert myself in every way 
for the honour of my Country ; and in every situation, believe 
me your most affectionate nephew, 

^ Horatio Nklson. 

You will not forget to remember me to ]Mrs. Suckling, 
I\Iiss Suckling, Mr. llumscy, and family, ^Ir. Mcrce,^ and all 
other friends. 


TO CAUTAIX C:()l IJXOWOOl). 

1 AiUogi’apli, in tlio of Mrs. Xowiiltniii Collinywoiul. ’ 

Di'f't'iiiln r 1 >1, T( !)lt. 

My dear Coll., 

I hope you heard from home by the Brig. ]Mau is cer- 
tainly gone to England, and the consequences, after (h)!’n- 
wallis may be guessed at. J send you some ])apers of Trou- 
bridge. You will like to run them over. 

Ever yours most truly, 

1 loiiATio Nelson. 

H we arc at anchor, will you dine here at three o clock ^ 

" aS'/c. (Jiirry — ‘ .M-ir vitlo fiiiio. 


X 2 
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TO ADMIRAI. SIR JOHN JKRVIS, K.B. 

[From a Copy in the Admiralty, and a draught in the Nelson Papers. This 
liCtter uas transmitted to the Secretary to the Admiralty, on the 4th of December, 
by Sir .John .Jervis, who said, “ Allhough I sent yon for the Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty, by the Fox (‘2nd) Cutter, on the ‘27th September, all the docu- 
ments transmitted to me by Commodore Nelson, relative to the transaction which 
the Marquis S])inohi has so grossly misrepresented in his Memorial to Lord Cren 
villc, I felt it due to the Commodore to put him in possession of the Memorial, and 
1 enclose his animated and able refutation of the whole casc.”J 


Captain, Gibraltar Bay, December 3rd, 170(5. 


Sir, 

I am honoured with your letter of yesterday’s date, ^enclosing 
an extract of a letter from the Marquis of Spinola, the Genoe.se 
Minister to the Court of London, and desiring my Ilcporl of 
the Transaction. 

I shall do little more that I have already done, sending you 
the exact llcport of the Transaction, for the truth of which 


* 'I'liis Letter, with the Marquis of Spiiiola's Note, is now in t))0 Nelson Papers. 
The alliiir of 8t. Pierre d'Areiin (which has been snlliciently described) forms ibe 
lirsi jiart of Spinohi's omupbiint ; and be then makes tbe following stiifeinents, wbicli 
naturally excited Nelson's jndiguafioii ; — “Tbe Commodore, in addition to this 
breacli of faith, and to render himself still more unworthy of the rank he bears, has 
disgraced himself with the assertion of what was not trne, by colouring this 
aggression with the ja-eteuee of searching njion the la ach of Sun Pierre d’Areini for 
a liuineh, carried away by s(»me deserters, wliich was m;ver st*en at tljat place. I'liis 
was c\ident to the ComiiKHlore. from the little distance ho was off, and was aLu 
proved by tbe aitestatinii of many witnesses wiio were sworn and registered in the 
Process Verbal, ami who at the same time declared ilje tukijig flie Tartan to have 
been made prior to the firing. 

“ In consequence of this recent fact, the Fiivoy and Minister Ph-nipoteiUiary attlio 
Court of his Britannic Majesty, hv order of his own (lovcrnment, ha.s done himself the 
Jiononr to present to the King, by means of bis Minister, a IMemorial, sbowiug liow 
mueh tbe Kepubl'cliiis always studied to deserve the good-will of Mnglaiid; the ungrateful 
return she has met with from her Agents in the Mediiernineau ; her expi'ctation of that 
recompence which justice requires for the great injuries .she has sustained; and, Unally, 
tlie declaration of a measure which the Republic hath jiidgi'd iiuH.spcusably necessary 
to take upon this occasion — that is, to secure, hy a guard of soldiers, the sequestration 
of f'vnr I'.nglish merchant Ships, with the view of recovering from their ellVets tbe 
compensation detmuided for wliat she has lo.st — a oornpensation whicli .shall la‘ 
estimated according to the nib.s of right, and whiclt, were this measure not adopted, 
ought 10 ho mu lo good -o the Republic. Moreover, to preserve tbe Republic from 
tbe danger of being again exposed and placed in tlie most 2 )eriIous situations, and 
also from liie vicinit • of the victorious French armies, she has thought it uecessary 
to adopt the measure of infonniug tbe British Commauders that, until further deli 
beratjon, Fngli.sh Bbip.s will not be fidmitted into the Ports of tJio said State.” 
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you have the deelared testimony of two Lieutenants, which 
iliey are ready to confirm with their oaths. 

But I cannot allow the Marquis’s Note to pass without 
severe reprobation. It is couched in language unbecoming a 
gentleman, whatever privilege he may plead as a Minister, and 
is what the declaration of his own Government (for they sent 
me a copy of their Report to him) by no means warranted. 
Whatever my unworthincss may be, 1 shall show myself his 
superior by abstaining from language which his rank as a 
Nobleman and Representative of the Republic of Genoa, ought 
to have made it impossible for him to use. I dare him or his 
superiors to deny the following facts — viz. : 

The French arc in possession of every foot of Sea-coast from 
the gates of Genoa to Ventimiglia (except the citadels of 
Savona Finale and St. Remo), not that those Citadels have 
coinmandcd neutrality for upwards of ten years past. That 
the beach of St. Pierre d’ Arena was covered with shot, shells, 
guns, waggons, carriages, store-houses filled with powder, and 
every other Military store landed from French vessels within 
300 yards of the walls of Genoa. That four guns were mounted 
oil the high ])art of the beach of St. Pierre d’Arena, and 
French sentinels placed over them ; that not one anchoring 
jilace from Genoa to Ventimiglia was accessible to an English 
Ship, as the French had erected batteries which commanded 
every one. 

In pledging my honour, it never could be understood that 
I meant to debar myself from destroying tlic Enemy wherever 
he insulted me ; nor do I conceive that if the French had taken 
possession of Genoa, my Word of Honour would have been 
any longer sacred for that City, for it was given reciprocally 
that the Republic would not permit her Neutrality to be 
broken. I send a copy of my letter to JNIr. Consul Rraine, 
which more fully expresses my feelings. 

Phe Secretary to the Republic states one fact in his Rc})ort 
the Marquis — viz., that I offered to restore the French 
Vessel to any Genoese Officer if the Govcumicnt would pledge 
itself to make reparation for the insult which Mr. Secretary 
says I pretend to call it. 

It will appear clear to any itiiiul, that desire of making a 
prize or insulting the Republic of Genoa could not have 
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influenced my conduct, for I was placing the Republic in the 
most independent and respectable situation by making Her 
the judge between two Enemies, and by my declaring that if 
any man, on a fair examination, would say that his Majesty’s 
Boats liad committed any act, good or bad, before the French 
fired, I would submit to be considered as wrong. But the 
Government of the Republic did not choose so close an iiives» 
tigatiou, when I should have been present. The reason is 
clear ; my Statement could not have been contradicted by such 
an examination, and their Officer must have been made answer- 
able for his assisting the French in an attack on liis Majesty's 
Boats and Ships, who were inflicting proj)er chastisement on 
the Enemy for firing on the English fhig, then under the 
fancied protection of the battery of the Lanthorn, from which 
it was not 100 yards distant. 

The jManpiis states how much the Republic has uhcaijs 
studied to deserve the good will of England. I deny the fact 

ahtynjs. Docs She not acknowledge detaining the bullocks 
j)urchased out of tlie Dominions of the Republic by British 
Agents, for the use of liis Majesty’s Fleet ? Is not this un- 
friendly, and very nearly a liostile act ? And the Mar(|nis 
states the ungrateful return wliich the English Agents have 
made for their kindnesses. This, 1 think, iVIr. Secretary could 
not liave sent him, for the Vessels of Genoa had parlicuhir 
jnivileges, both at Leghorn and other ])Iaces in the Tuscmii 
States, by directions from Sir tlohn Jeiwis, and for which I 
had the acknowhalgment of his Serenity the Doge in person. 

1 respect and (esteem the greatest part of the Genoese 
Nation, and am ready to confess that I have been admitted 
into Genoa and Port Especia and nowhere else, and liavc 
been allowed freely, till the first week in September last, to 
take goods for my money ; and .so far from my conduct beini^; 
oj)pressive to the sea-faring part of the Nation, which is all I 
could have to do with, it is impossible any one could even 
be received with more attention than 1 liavc always been by 
the seaiacn of Genoa. They knew that I seized all Vessels 
going to i ranee, Init that all others were sure of my goodwill. 

The Maiapiis concludes with a truth which is clearly to 
me the cause of all the liostile conduct of the Government 
of af the French ; and had his Excellency omy 
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mentioned this fact at first, he would have saved himself 
much trouble, as well as, Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

Horatio Nelson.^ 


TO MRS. NELSON. 

[Krom Clarkp and JM'Artlmr, vol. i. p. Government liaving deloniihied if) 

willidriuv tlie f^urrison from Rorto Fen-ajo, Commodore Nel-;f)n wik ordered liy Sir 
John Jervis, on the lOlhof Deeember, Fithi, to hoist lii.s l)istin},Miishinj,' I’emhinl, 
on hoard IjU MiiieiTe Frigate, to take llie Blanclie nn<ler his command, and to ]nf) 
coed from (lihraltar to Porto Forrajo. U])on his arrival tliere, or mi'eting Avitli 
iheiii, lie was also to take under his efummnid the seventeen Shii)s or Vessels 
named, and “to carry into exeention llis Majesty’s commands relative to the dispo- 
sition of the troops and Stores lately remo\ed to that gariison from the Island of 
CniNioa," a transerijit of which was enclosed to him. The British Artillery and the, 
1st, Bogiment, or Royal Scotch, were to he disembarked at (lihraltar; and all the 
other 'I'roops, British and I'oreign, were to he landed at l.ishon. Sir Jfdin Jer\is's 
firder eonclnded in these words: — “ I laving experleiieed the most imjmrtaiit efieets 
fn'in yonr enterprise and ability, npoji various (»eeasions ‘-ince 1 have had tie' honour 
to eoimnand in the Mediterranean, I h'ave entirely to yonr judgment t’oe time and 
inanmn- of earryiiig this crilh'al and ardiion.s ser\iee into exf ontion." — G/v /i/o//, in 
the Melson Papers.] 

"About ilie 10th iJecember, liOlh] 

I am going on a most important Mission, which, with Gods 
blessing, I have little doubt of accomplishing: it is not a 

Commodore 'Nelson’s ex])laiiatif»ns jirnved entirely salisfaelorv to the Oovi rnniem ; 
and in Febrnarv, 17!I7, he had the gratification of receiving a copy of the folhiwing 
letter from liOrd Ciiviuille, Secretary of State for Foreign Hairs, to the Lords of the 
Admiralty ; — 

Bowning Street, •-2nd Fehriiarv. 17!17. 

To the right Honourable the Lords Commissiwnevs of the .Vdmirally. 

^ly Lords — I have had the honour «»f hiving before the King ihe dilhnmt papt vs 
lel.i'tive to tlic eoinplaint preferreil by the iMunjnis de Spinola, in the name of the 
Oenoese (joveriimenf, against Commodore Nelson, together with the two Jeitejs from 
that t)lli(>(*r relating’ flierelo, which ivere (ran‘'miftefl to llii.s ()ilie<’ hy Mr. Nf‘|>ean 
the “Nth ult. llis Majesty had not thought it proper that I slnmld enter into 
nny disenssioii or explavuitioiis vitli the Mav(|uis d- Sjiinola in ipie^iioii, until dn*' 
rcpanition shall have heeii made for the nets of liosiility et)mmitled by the Uepiihlic 
against his ^Majesty’s Slii])s, jind against tho pniperly of liis .Majesty’s snhjf'cts ; hiit 
IIS this eirenmstanee deprives Commodore Nelson for the prosejit ot that piihlif 
te.stiniony in fa,\our of the pr()])riety of his eoiiduet, wlii, h must result from such a 
discussion, whetiCNcr it mav he entered into, I esieem ii an )iet of jnstie<‘ due to that 
Ulfieer, considering the iiatuvo of the chnrg*' brought against him, to inform >our 
Lordships, that his Majesty has been graeitoisly ph'asod entirely to approNC ol the 
conduct of Commodore Nelson in all his ti.insnclioiis with the Republic of Genoa. 
I have the honour to be, my lords, you loidships’ most obedient hiiiiible ser\ant. 
LuBNVJLi.B.—CVrtrAv ami McArthur. 
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fighting Mission, therefore be not uneasy. I feel honoured 
ill being trusted, as I am, by Sir John Jervis. If I have 
money enough in Marsh and Creed’s hands, I wish you would 
buy a Cottage in Norfolk. I shall follow the plough with 
much greater satisfaction than viewing all the magnificent 
scenes in Italy. 

Yours, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 


■|() ADMlJtAL SIR JOHN JERVIS, K.I3. 

[ l‘ roin tlic J.oiiiloii Ouzetlo, (»f I'Vhniary .‘2H, 17!)7. TIio gallant aftioii (Icsmilinl 
ill the following dispatch, took place during Coniniodore Nelson’s passage fioia 
(lihraltar to Porto Ferrajo ; and it is rcniarkuldo that lu'illicr in .lanics’s “ Nii\al 
llistorv,” nor in any one ttf the numerous “ Memoirs of Lord Nelson,” is the jnc 
ci^e jilace where ihe action occurred mentioned, each writer merely saying it was on 
the passage to Porto Ferrajo. It appears, li<)we\er, from La Minerve’s Log.^ that 
sh<^ and tlie Rlatudie saileil from (iihraltar on tin* loth, that on the l!)lh at Noon, 
Cape de (latte hcji’e “ N.N’.W. five or six leagues,” and that at Noon, on the ‘iOth, 
she was otf Carthageiia."] 

•iOtli December, IDhl. 

Sir, 

Last night, at ten o’clock, I saw two Sptinish Irrigates, and 
directed Captain Cockburn, in the Miiicrvc, to attack the 

** The following extraet from La MiiU'rve’s I.og is inserted, hecanse it sei ins to 
ha\e been written hy (.'ommodore Nelson Ijimself, and hecanse it contains a fiillei’ 
aceouni of the Aetioii than the Ollieial Dispateli: — 

“ 'fuesday ‘Mtli, olf Carthagena, i>.m. Fresh gales and cloudy weatlier. At 
h, spok(‘ U-.M. Slii]» Fdanclic, and ordered her to steer miles N.E. hy F. Shortened 
sail, and at ^ past (i, hronglil to «»u tlie starboard tack. At Kt, the Hlanehe made 
signal to sjteak : lane down to her. 'Die Captain told me he saw two Sjtanisli 
f rigates to leeward : cleared for action and bore down. At *20 minutes la fore 11, 
1 pa‘'‘'e(I under llif' stern of one of them, which I hailed. Knowing it to he a Spaniard, 
and not being answered, 1 commenced action with her hy firing a broadside into licr. 
At II, saw the Blanche engage the other. At .V pf'^t 1 1, saw' the luizen mast of tlie 
Sliip I was engaged with, fall. Wore sliiji oecasioLully, to prevent her getting te 
leeward, wliidi 1 saw slie endeavoured to effect. At --20 minutes ]inst I, she hailed 
11 '^, and struck her t. ilonrs. 1 sent the Jjjnilenant to take possession of her. Ih‘ 
scut tie- SpHiiish Cjiptninon board, who surrendered himself, and gave up his sw'ord : 
told me his naine was Don .lacoho Stuart, and that the Frigate was the Santa Sabina, 
ii'onniiiig 10 gini^, '.iO Is-poiimlers on the main «lcek, men. 'Look her in tow, 
and made sjiii !<; i|,e S.E. Sent the Second faeutenant and fit men on board her 
to clear licr decks. Sen. The people on hoard La Alinerve employed repairing 
damages, iVe. At i I'a- 1, .’1, saw another Frigate standing towards ns, which supposed 
to l»e Jl M. Sliij) Blanelic ; past d, she lioilcd oiir Prize in Spanish, and fired a 
broadside into her; in coMscrjjucucc of wiiicli we cost off the Brize, which stood to 
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Ship which carried a poop light: the Blanche bore down, to 
attack the other. I have not yet received from Captain 
Preston® an account of his Action ; but as I saw the Blanche 
this morning to windward, with every sail set, I presume she 
has not suffered much damage. 

Captain Cockburn brought his Ship to close action at 
twenty minutes before eleven, which continued without inter- 
mission until half-past one, when La Sabina, of forty guns, 
twenty- eight eighteen pounders on her main- deck, 286 men, 
(hiptain Don Jacobo Stuart, having lost her mizen-mast (as she 
did after the Action), her main and fore-masts, 164 men killed 
and wounded, struck her colours. You arc. Sir, so thoroughly 
acquainted with the merits of Captain Cockburn, that it is 
needless for me to express them; but the discipline of the 
Minerve docs the highest credit to her Captain and Lieutenants, 
and I wish fully to declare the sense I entertain of their judg- 
ment and gallantry. Lieutenant Culvcrhousc,^ the First 
Lieutenant, is an old Officer of very distinguished merit. 
Lieutenants Hardy,' Gage,^ and Noble,'' deserve every praise 
which gallantry and zeal justly entitle them to, as do every 
other officer and man in the Ship. You will observe. Sir, I 
um sure, with regret, amongst the wounded. Lieutenant James 


iliO At ^ past 1 ('oinineiictsl notion with her. At she won' Ship aial 

sl')od IVoiii us. Saw' throe other Ships astern, winch, «s ilaylifrlil clouvcil away, provoil 
to 1)0 two Jhuo-of buttle Shi])s uiul a Fripite, which tlio Shi)) we hml last eiu'a^etl 
joiiiod, and they nil made sail in chase of us. l,i{ifhl airs iiiul hullliiig wcalht*r : 
aiado all sail possible; our I’ri/c iu sight, bearing about I'.N.l'., Ilhiucho bearing 
"I’sl. At 7, do. weather: tlie people etnploved repairing damages, fishing low ■ 
laasl-', w’hiedi w’cre badly wouiidtal. Sabina hoisted I’.nglish colours over tl 
Spanish, and stood to the N.lh, which iiuluecd the large^^l Lini'-of l)attle Ship 
{^ivc np ihe pursuit of us and follow' her. .\t h jmst !h she brought the Sail 
Sabina to, when her mi/.eu masts went over the side, and she was re taken. Tl 
otlter Line of Rattle Ship and two Frig.ites eoiUiuued in chase of us. Sjiw' a Fie 
bearing L., sup]H)sed them to bo the Spanish Fleet. Made signal for the Rlanel.. 
hi join us, which she did not nuswer. In the lirst action, had 7 seamen and marines 
hilled, and HA wounded: second action. It) wounded. At noon, fresh breezes and 
hazy weather : one I.ino of Rattle Ship and two Spanish *■ Vigates in chase of as." 

Faptain, now Admiral D’Arcy Preston. 

’ Vide, ante. 

^ I he late Vice-Admiral Sir Thomas Hardy, '.C.R. 

Now Vice Adniind Sir William Hall Gage, G.C.ll., one of the Lords of the 
Admiralty. 

* Now Rear-Admiral James Noble. 
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Noble, who quitted the Captain to serve with me, and whose 
merits and repeated wounds received in fighting the Enemies 
of our Country, entitle him to every reward which a grateful 
Nation can bestow. The Minerve’s opponent being com- 
manded by a gallant Officer, w^as well defended, which has 
caused her list of killed and wounded to be great, as also her 
masts, sails, and rigging to be much damaged. 

1 have the honour to be, Sir, 

With the greatest respect. 

Your most obedient servant, 

Horatio Nrlson. 

Killed, 7. 

Wounded, 34. 

Missing, 4, supposed to be in the Prize. 

Officers Wounded: Lieutenant J. Noble, Mr. Merry weather, 
boatswain. 

Petty Officers Killed and Wounded : 

One Midshipman killed. 

Wounded, Captain’s Clerk; and the Serjeant of the lltli 
Regiment, serving as Marines. 

Damages : All her masts shot through, and furniture iiuicli 
cut. 

Horatio Nklson. 


TO AD:\nRAL S[R JOHN JRRVIS, K.R. 

rKi'otn tlio London Oa/iltu of February's, , mul original dninglit in 
MeFoii I’apers.j 

December :20lh, 17 bO. 

Sir, 

In addition to my letter of this morning, I have to ar[naint 
you that Lieutenant Culverhousc and Hardy, with a proper 
number of men, being put in charge of La Sabina, and she 
taken in tow, at four a.m. a Frigate was seen coming up, which 
by her signals was known to be Spanish. At half-past four, she 
came into action with the Minerve, who cast off the Prize ; 
and Lieutenant Culverhousc was directed to stand to tlie 
southward. After a trial of strength of more than hall an 
liour, she worc^ and hauled off, or I am confident she would 
have shared the fate of her companion : at this time three 
other Ships were seen standing for the Minerve. JIopc 
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alive that they were only Frigates, and also that the Blanche was 
one of them ; but when the day dawned, it was mortifying to 
see there were two Spanish Ships of the Line and two Fri- 
gates, (ind the Blanche far to windward. 

In this situation, the Enemy frequently within shot by 
bringing up the breeze, it required all the skill of Captain 
Cockburn, which he eminently displayed, to get off with a 
crippled Ship: and here I must also do justice to Lieutenants 
('ulverhousc and Hardy, and express my tribute of praise at 
their management of the Prize ; a Frigate repeatedly firing 
into her without effect : and at last the Spanish Admiral 
quitted tlic pursuit of tlic Minerve for that of La Sabina, 
who was steering a different course evidently with the inten- 
tion of attracting the notice of the Admiral, as English colours 
were hoisted over the Spanish. The Sabina’s main and fore- 
mast fell overboard before she suiTcndered. This is, Sir, an 
unpleasant talc, but the merits of every officer and man in the 
jMinerve and her Prize, were eminently conspicuous through 
the whole of this arduous day. The Enemy ([uitted the pur- 
suit of the Minerve at dark. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 

P.S. — Killed, none. 

Wounded, ten. 

Officer wounded — Mr. Hinton, Gunner. 

Mainmast much damaged, sails and rigging cut. 


10 Ills E\CKLLK\(’Y DON AHCiORl. GASTON, ( APTAIN (iENKKAL 
OK TiiK Di:rAJM'>ji:N r or (\\utiiagi:\a. 

[I’Tom 1 “Life of Lord Nelson,’' vol. i. j). 1 10.] 

His Ilritaiinic MnjesJv's Sliij) Miiieno at Sea, 
Deeeuila'r ‘H, DlKi. 

r , 

The fortune of war put La Sabina into my possession after 
rile had been most gallantly dehnidcd ; the tickle Dame re- 
turned her to you with some of mv officers and men in her. 

I have endeavoured to make the captivity of Don Jacobo 
Stuart, licr brave Commander, as light as possible ; and 1 
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trust to the generosity of your Nation for its being reciprocal 
for the British Officers and men. 

I consent, Sir, that Don Jacobo may be exchanged, and at 
full liberty to serve his King, when Lieutenants Culverhouse 
and Hardy are delivered into the garrison of Gibraltar, with 
such others as may be agreed on by the Cartel established 
between Gibraltar and St. Roche for the exchange of pri- 
soners. 

I have also a domestic taken in La Sabina ; his name is 
Israel Coulson. Your Excellency will, I am sure, order him 
to be immediately restored to me, for which I shall consider 
myself as obliged to you. 

I also trust that those men now Prisoners of War with you, 
will be sent to Gibraltar. It becomes great Nations to act 
with generosity to each other, and to soften the horrors of 
war. 

I have the honour to be, with the most perfect csteein, 
your most obedient servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 


ro ADMIRAL DOX .HJAN MARINO. 


[Li'om riarrNoii’s “ Life of Lord NeLou,” vol, i. j», J oR] 

[A|*pnrpmly about necciubir IiIj, l/lni.J 

Sir, 

I cannot allow Don Jacobo to return to you without ex- 
pressing my admiration of his gallant conduct. To you, who 
have seen the state of his Ship, it is needless to mention the 
impossibility of her longer defence. I have lost many brave 
men ; but in our masts I was most fortunate, or probably I 
should have had the honour of your acquaintance. But it 
pleased God to order it otherwise, for which I am thanklul. 
1 have endeavoured to make Don Jacobo’s captivity as easy as 
possible, and I rely on your generosity for reciprocal treatment 
towards my brave officers and men, your prisoners. 

I am, &c., 

Horatio Nelson. 
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TO ADMTRAl. SIR JOHN JERVIS, K.li 
[From Clarke anl M‘Artliur, vol. i. p. 

;MtIi December, I'iOf). 

You will, I am sure, forgive me for interesting myself for 
our friend Cockburn ; he is now near ninety short of com- 
plement, although I have some hopes that those taken in the 
Prize may be returned to Gibraltar; they are all good men. 
The Gunner of the Petcrcl is amongst the missing; we hope 
he is on board the Prize : good men were wanting, and pro- 
bably he pushed himself forward. My Coxswain, an in- 
valuable man, is also a prisoner. If you can, pray, Sir, procure 
some good men for Cockburn; he deserves every favour yon 
arc pleased to bestow on him. I take it for granted the 
Admiralty will promote ideutenant Culvcrhousc, and I ho})e 
Lieutenant Noble will also be promoted. I find that both a 
Spanisli Squadron of seven Sail of the line, and a French 
S(piadron of five, arc out, but where I cannot learn. The 
Fn'iich I have on board speak much of the misery in France ; 
they do not, however, think the Directory will make peace ; 
its i\[embcrs and the Generals cat, and take everything, 

I am, &c, 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO ADMIRAL SIR JOHN JERVIS, K.B. 
fFroin a Copy in the Ailmirally.] 

December '24lli, 

Yesterday the Minerva took, off the south end of Sardinia, 
a Frci.ch Privjitcer, ctilled the Maria, of six nine-jionnders 
and sixty-eight imm, three days from Marseilles, on a cruise, 
taken nothing. 

1 am. Sir, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 
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ro TriE RTOriT UOX. sir GILRERT ELI-IOT, BART. 

[Aiilosji’apl), in tlie Minlo Eiipers.] 

La Minervc, East side of Sai’dinia, Decombcr *-21111, 1700. 

My dear Sir, 

I begin my letter by telling yon that your box of papers is 
found, and now on board this Ship under rny care. This 1 
rejoice at. It was on board the Diadem. Tlic Fleet arrived 
safe at Gibraltar, December 1st, since which it has blown very 
hard easterly. Ten or twelve sail of Merchant ships are lost, 
three Sail of the Line drove out of Gibraltar Bay, and reports 
say that the Courageux is lost, and every man except five 
(and Captain Hollo well, who was attending a Court-martial,) 
perished but I hope and believe that, although she might 
have struck, which caused the boat to break from her stern, 
yet as a ship was seen passing the gut without a main mast, 
I think it is her. The Gibraltar struck, carried away her 
fore-top mast, but went off the Pearl rock, and is safe. 
The Zealous struck on the Barbary shore, but is arrived at 
Gibraltar. 

On the 14th, at night, 1 left the Admiral. On the 19tli, 
at night, took a S})anish frigate of 40 guns, 18-[)ounders, 
larger than Minervc. On the 2()th, in the morning, fought 
another as large, beat her, and she run from ns : but there 
is no certainty in this world: two Sail of the J/ine and 
two Frigates surrounded us, took our Prize from us, and wc 
very narrowly escaped visiting a Spanish prison. Two lieu- 
tenants and a liundjer of our men are taken, aiul wc have lost 
near fifty killed and wounded; but ’tis well it’s no more. 
Yesterday we took a French jirivatcor, three days from Mar- 
seilles. Lady Elliot sailed October 2.‘{rd, from Gibraltar, in 
good health and spirits. I shall finish at Porto Ferrajo. 1 
have reserved a place for you on board the JMinerve ; 1 long 
to see you, for your advice is a trejLSurc, which 1 shall ever 
most highly prize. Only tell me when and where to send a 
Ship, and she shall attend you. The Admiral has told you 
the object of my mission, therefore I shall not repeat it. 

- 'J lie report wfiM unfortiinatoly true. 'J’ije Oouragtuix was wrecked on tlio ro(‘K^ 
at tiiC foot of Apes Hill, on the ('oa.st of Jhirbary; hut the loss was not so licavy 
was rt.'ported, though upwards of 100 of her men peri-shed. 
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December 27th. I arrived at Porto Ferrajo yesterday, and as 
Fremantle tells me you will certainly be at Naples by the 1st 
January, I send him for you. I shall see the General this 
morning, and will add a postscript of how he feels. I have 
wrote Sir W. II.,^ as I have to Mr. Drake, and Mr. Trevor, to 
ask for a public letter of my conduct, as has come under their 
knowledge. To Sir William I made use of your name, and I 
trust, that when you come here, I shall not want for your tes- 
timony. I feel a I'air right to state my services, such as they 
arc, at the end of the war, to our Sovereign, who, I believe, is 
not slow to reward arduous endeavours to serve him. 

Believe me ever, dear Sir, 

Your affectionate 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO 


f Frnfrmf'iit. From a Copy, in the Ndson Papc'rs. Forliaps to IMr. Wyiulliam.] 

[Apparently about December, 17!)0.] 

.... from us, but there is no certainty in this world. 
Two Sail of the Line and two Frigates surrounded us, took 
our prize from us, and we very narrowly escaped visiting a 
Spanish prison. Two Lieutenants, and a number of our men 
arc taken, and we have lost near fifty in killed and wounded, 
hut it is well it’s no worse. Yesterday'^ we took a Privateer, 
three days from Marseilles. 

I have wrote Sir William Hamilton, to Mr. Drakc,'^ and JNIr. 

l-inil.-tH'ii.'ml (Ir Uin-li. 

‘ Sir William I iiniiilloii, at Na])b-s. 

^ On tin* ‘i.lnl (.f Dnct-iiiln-r, ITlMi, La .Minervo, olT Sardinia, captured the French 
I’riviitocr Maria. Vide p. MIT 

-Mr. l)rak'> Avrot«* to (.'oil inodi>rc Nelson, in reply to this r«*-picst, on the '^irith of 
•hiimarv, ITtl'i ; — “ As imr 1' Idie i ovre-i>ondenee will in all prohahility liuish Imre, I, 
'-i'nin.t relVji fnnii express: to ><'.i (he very hif-fh o])inion entertained by our 
Allies of you eoimpienous nv rit ; and indeed ii i*^ impossilde for any one w ho has 
had the hon< r of eo-operat with yon, not t ' admin* tlie aetivitv, talents, iiiid 
i<5cal which y u have so emim utly dis])layeil o’i .’.U uceasions. during the course of a 
and aid ions service. These sentiments I have freiinently had oeeasion to 
*^tiite to his Majesty’s Ministers, ns the real ones of all those wlio have had an op 
povtniiity of estimating tlui value i>f your servi es, of whi.-h 1 myself can never fail 
*'> hear the most honourable testimony.” — Cl-n kc intd M'Arihuv. 
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Trevor, to ask for a Public letter of my conduct, as has come 
under their knowledge. To Sir William I made sure of^ from 
home, and I trust when you come here, I shall not want for 
your testimony. 1 feel a fair right to state my services, such 
as they arc, at the end of the War, to our Sovereign, who, I 
believe, is not slow to reward arduous endeavours to serve 

him. Believe me, &c. IIohatio Nelson. 


TO THE KfOIIT nO\. SIR OlLIiERT ELLIOT. 

[Autogi‘tt]»li, ill tlio Miiito Pupcrs.] 

La Minerve, December ‘27 th, 17 Oil. 

My dear Sir, 

I have been with the General, and communicated my orders, 
which probably you arc acquainted with. I dare not write 
fully, as it is not impossible but the letters may be sto[)pc(l on 
the road. The General seems uncertain how to act, but as 
Naples has made her jieace, the Admiral thinks we have 
almost done with Italy. I have not mentioned my orders yet 
to Sir William Ilainilton, therefore I am sure you will not, for 
whatever we may do cannot be too secret. I long to talk with 
you. Fremantle sails on Thursday morning: he shall stay 
forty-eight hours at Najdes ; this is the full stretch I can allow 
him, and 1 trust you will find it sufficient ; if not, I will send 
something else for you, but I feel I have nothing so pleasant. 
Ever believe me. 

Your most affectionate, 

Horatio Nelson. 

Sir Gilbert Elliot, Dart. 

The Spanisli and French fleet arc certainly gone down the 
Mediterranean.* I saw, I am now sure, more than twelve 
of the Line. 

• About the Lst of December, the Spanish Fleet, accompanied by five Freiicli 
Sail of the Line, under Rear Admiral Villeneuve, ijiiitled 'roulon, and a few days 
after the Spuniardi entered Cartliugena, while th<‘ French Squailroii, owing to tJi'* 
gale ()f wind which jiroved so fatal to the Gourageux, escaped throiigli the Gut ol 
Gibraltar, and reached J3rest in safety. 
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TO ADMIRAL SIR JOHN JERVIS, K.TI. 

[From a Copy in tlio Admiralty.] 

UeceiuLer :20tli, 1700. 

Sir, 

I have fitted the Fortima as a Flag of Truce, given the 
command of her to Lieutenant John Gourly, and hope she 
will sail to-morrow for Carthagena, with all the Spanish 
prisoners now here, which I hope you will approve of. 1 send 
a copy of my letter to the Captain-General of Carthagena. 

1 am. Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 

TO THE CAPrAlN-GENERAL OF CARTHAGENA. 

His Brilaniuc Majesty’s Ship Lii ^Nlinevve, Voit Ferrajo, 
‘2tUh Doceiubcr, 1700. 

Sir, 

I send to your Excellency a Flag of Truce, which carries 
away every Spanish prisoner from this place, and I request 
that your Excellency will direct the English prisoners with 
you to be immediately put on board the hlag ot Truce. I 
shall not urge the humanity attending the frequent exchange 
of unfortunate people. It will appear, I am sure, in the same 
light to you, as it docs to your Excellency s 

Most obedient Servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 

TO ADAllRAL SIR JOHN JERVIS, K.R. 

[From the London Gazette, of tlie '.isth hehniiirv, 1CJ7.] 

La Minerve, Port Ferrajo, ‘.2!)ili December, 1700. 

Sir, 

Herewith I send you Captain Preston s letter to me, of his 
Action on the 19th December, at night and 1 have the 
honour to be, &c. Horatio Nelson. 

* Captain D’Arcy Preston’s Letter is a necessary illustration of the Action nitli 
tUe l-rigate, 

Sir, 

1 have to acquaint you, that bust night, alter having hailed the Minerve, imme- 
diately as licr Imiiling^ier wind across me to etlnek the larger ship would permit 

VOL, IL 


Y 
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TO LIEUTENANT-GENERAL DE BURGH. 


[From a Copy in the Admiralty.] 


December 29tli, 1790. 


Dear Sir, 

I received your private and public letters at the Court 
Martial this day, and feel very much your very handsome 
manner in communicating with me. 

I fear I shall scarcely have time to-morrow to answer, so 
fully as I wish, your public letter, but my answer will be full 
to the point, that my instructions, written and verbal, are 
clear, that this place is not to be kept on the consideration of 
its being any longer useful to his Majesty’s Fleet, that the 
Fleet has no longer any inducement to come on the Coast of 
Italy. 

I shall withdraw nearly all the supplies from this place 
whether the troops quit it or not, and reduce the Naval force 
here as much as possible. The object of our Fleet in future 
is the defence of Portugal, and keeping in the Mediterranean 
the Combined Fleets. To these points my orders go, and I 
have no power of deviating from them. I intend, after to- 
morrow, sending the Transfer to Gibraltar. I must take for 
granted that Sir John Jervis will take care to cover the Con- 
voy down in such a way as he shall judge fit. However, 


tl)e Blanche to wear, 1 bore up, and in iliree or four minutes jil’ter the Minerve s 
fir.st broadside, brought the frigate to Leeward to close action, the two ships juht 
clear of each other : the cucniy made but a trilling resistance, luid eight or nine 
bi-oad.side.s completely silenced her, when they ealled for qimrtcr, and their colours 
W'cre hauled down. 1 arn sorry to add, that the very neoi' appioach of three fresli 
ships (two of wliicl, were discovered nearly within guu-sliot before we went into 
action j rendered my taking possession of Jicr iin]»ractical)lo ; wbeii 1 wore to join 
tlie Miiierve, but finding the ships did not then close with the frigii 1 had h tt 
much damaged in Iier sails and rigging, T again stood after her, bn sbe bad iiy 
this time got her fore-sail, fore top sail, fore-top- gallant sail set, niid lOt onlj cut- 
soiled the Blanche before the wind, but was joined by another ship s auding frotn 
the land. Nothing could exceed the steadinc.ss and good conduc of tie 
lieutenant, Mr. Cowan, the whole of tin* officers uinl ship's company I have tlm 
honour to command ; and I have great plea-sure in informing you not one person 
was liurt, or the rigging the lea.st dainoged. 

1 have the honour to be, iScc. <Scc., 

D'Abcy Pbesto>'- 

— I beg leave to add bow' iniicli obliged I am to Capduin Maithuid, who is 
board, a passenger, to join lii.s ship, for hia very great assistance on the quarter 
deck during the action. D. P . — London GazettVy of 28lh F^ruary, 1797. 
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some orders must turn up before I can probably collect my 
Ships. I shall endeavour to call on you in the forenoon. 
Believe me, dear Sir, 

Your much obliged, 

Horatio Nelson. 

TO LIEUTENANT-GENEKAh DE JiUIlGH. 

[From Clarke and M‘Aitlmr, vol. i. j). ;U1. ] 

La Mincrve, Uccember, 1790. 

Sir, 

I am honoured with your letter of the 28th, and have most 
seriously attended to every part of the very wise reasoning con- 
tained in it : tlie difficulty of your deciding on the contrary 
orders of Government, and of guessing what may be their in- 
tentions at present, I clearly perceive.* But my instructions 
from Admiral Sir John Jervis, both written and verbal, are so 
clear, that it is impossible for me to mistake a tittle of them, 
or the sentiments of my Couunander-in-Chief ; and 1 am 
therefore really to meet the responsibility. I am positively 
ordered to execute the King’s instructions for carrying the 
troops to the places destined for them. 1 am advised that the 
British Fleet will never come to Porto Ferrajo, and that all 
our Naval cstablishincnts here arc to be immediately with- 
drawn, which I shall do as expeditiously as possible. 

The King of Naples having made a Peace, the Admiral 
considers his business with the Courts of Italy as terminated ; 
and that the point he is now instructed to attend to is the 
protection of Portugal ; therefore the utility of Porto Ferrajo, 
as far as relates to a safe place for our Fleet, is at an end ; 
what its further political conseipience may be, does not come 
within the sphere of my supposed knowledge ; nor of what 
inay happen both in Portugal and Gibraltar from the want ot 
thii* Army. I have sent to collect my Squadron, and as soon 

^ Oi'Ueral d llurgh did not, tliiiik biuisolf autliori/cd lo iibjuidon Porto boiTtyo 
until he lind rcMTived sproitic iiistnuMions to tlni ; »n>d in the Letter to Com- 

modore Nelso; to Avliich the above was ilio re]'! be said : — “ I will at the same 
time confess that my ojiJy motive for urging del >, arises from a wisli to have my 
pioceediiif some measure saueUoiieJ by ' wc ought l(» expeet, and by uo 
means from ai, idoa that we assist the service I staying here ; lor I liave always 
Jteldthe opinion, that the signing of a Neapeliia”. pem-e with Franco ought to be 
O'a* signal for departure.”— C/urA-e ami M*ArUon\ \o\, i. p. M41. 

V 2 
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as they arrive, unless I should receive other orders, I shall offer 
myself for embarking the troops, stores, &c. ; and should you 
decline quitting this Post, I shall proceed down the Mediter- 
ranean with such Ships of war as are not absolutely wanted 
for keeping open the communication with the Continent, 
supposing the Enemy to have no more Naval force in this 
neighbourhood than at present. 

I am, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 


JMEMORANDA. 

[The followiug Meinoraiula, in Nelson’s own luinJ, occur in tlio Nelson Papers. 
'I'liey ajc without a date, and it is impossible to asecrtaiii to what precise year 
they beloufj. 'I’liey were, however, written before the loss of his arm in .Inly 170'(, 
and probably while in the Captain^ in April or May of that year. The date is un 
important ; but as a specimen of the attention which he pjiid to ih ta 'ih, and of liis 
habit of arrangement and of committing everMhing to paper, they are deservijig t*f 
insertion.] 

Surgeon. 

Healthy, fourteen ; in the Sick List, three men, objects for 
invaliding. — Necessaries to the 19th June, only. 

Purser. 

Provisions for nine weeks full, of all species, except wine, 
of that only thirty-nine days. 

Master. 

One hundred and thirteen tons of water, beef very gootl, 
pork sometimes shrinks in the boiling, the rest of the provisions 
very good. In cutting up provisions. Master’s Mate, boat- 
swain’s Mate, Captain [of the] Forecastle, Captain [of ihe] 
Tops, and Quarter-masters. Pretty well supplied with stores; 
rigging and sails in good order ; two pair of main-sbrouds cut 
in the eyes. 

Gunner. 

Eighteen rounds of powder filled; plenty of wads, forty 
rounds. 

Carpenter. 

Hull in good state. Knee of the head supporietl by two 
cheeks. Masts and yards in good state. Pretty well stored. 

Captain and First Lieutenant. 

Wfitches, three. In five divisions : well clothed. 

Marines. 

Sixty-six, — Lent sixteen. 
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TO TIIR REVEREND EDMUND NELSON. 

[From Clarke and M‘AilLur, vol. i. p. 

La Minerve, 1st January, 1707. 

My dear Father, 

On this day I am certain you will send me a letter ; may 
many, very many happy returns of it attend you. My late 
Action will be in the Gazette, and 1 may venture to say it 
was what I know the English like. My late prisoner,’’ a de- 
scendant from the Duke of Berwick, son of James II., was my 
brave opponent ; for which I have returned him his sword, 
and sent him in a Flag of truce to Spain. I felt it con- 
sonant to the dignity of my Country, and I always act as I 
feel right, without regard to custom : he was reputed the best 
Officer in Spain, and his men were worthy of such a Com- 
iiiander ; he was the only surviving Officer. It has ever 
pleased Almighty God to give his blessing to my endeavours. 
With best love to my dear wife, believe me your most dutiful 
Son, 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO .AIRS. NELSON. 

[From Clarko auJ AFArlbur, vol. i. p. , 

I’ovlo Forrajo, .lanuaYV R’uli, IV.U. 

I expect Sir Gilbert Elliot here every hour, he goes down 
to Gibraltar with me ; he is a good man, and I love him. As 
to peace, I do not expect it. Lord Malmesbury^ will come 
back as he went ; but the people of England will, I trust, be 
more, vigorous for the prosecution of the war, which can 
alone insure an honourable peace. Naples is alarmed at 
hers. The French Minister is travelling thither with a train 
uf 300 persons, a printing press, &c., and a company of come- 
dians, &c. The Pope has not made his peace, and is most 
seriously alarmed.^ Yours, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 

Don JiiPobo Stuart, Captain <*1* tlm Sal'ii . . 

Lord Malmosbnry was sout to Paris to iiL'gotijilo « Pi jiro, but us N(dson utili 
oipated, “came bat^k as bo went.” 

Du the 'loth of January, M r. Gruvosjtbo Rritisb Agent ut llome, intbrmed Com 
niodoro Nelson that all the ports in the Domnnous of the I’ope were open to the 
English Ships. 
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TO THE REVEREND MR. NELSON, IIILBOROUGIJ. 

[Autograph, in llic Nelson Papers.] 

La jMinerve, Port Eerrnjo, January Ifjth, 

My dear Brother, 

Although I know 1 can tell you nothing more than my 
public letters will, of our actions, yet I feel you like to receive 
a private one, merely if it contains only, ^ We are well,’ 
which is literally all 1 can write, for what is past the l^apers 
tell you — what is to come, I must not. However, if self- 
approbation is a comfort, which 1 readily admit, I am receiving 
inexpressible pleasure to be received in the way I ever have 
been in this Country, and particularly since our last business. 
You love particulars : therefore for your private journal I shall 
relate some circumstances which are most flattering to me and 
make our Action stand amongst the foremost of any this war. 

When I hailed the Don, and told him, ‘ This is an English 
Frigate,’ and demanded his surrender or I would fire into him, 
his answer was noble, and such as became the illustrious 
family from which he is descended — ^ This is a Spanish Fri- 
gate, and you may begin as soon as you jdease.’ I have no 
idea of a closer or sharper battle : the force to a gun the 
same, and nearly the same number of men ; we having two 
hundred and fifty. 1 asked him several times to surrender 
during the Action, but his answer was — ‘ No, Sir ; not whilst 
1 have the means of fighting left.’ When only himself of all 
the Officers were left alive, he hailed, and said he could fight 
no more, and begged I would stop firing. The next Frigate 
was La Ceres of forty guns, who did not choose to fight much t 
not a mast, yard, sail, or rope but is knocked to pieces. 
Main and niizeii masts with main yard are new, and every 
sliroud and rope in the Ship fore-mast and fore-yard are fished. 

On my arrival here, it was a ball night, and being attended 
by the Captains, was received in due form by the General,^ 
and one particular tune'*’ was played : the second was * Eulc 
Bhtaniiia.’ From Italy I am loaded with compliments — it 


^ Oe Biirgli. 

^ I > "haps “ th*. ('oiupK'i iug Hero," «Sn-., the name of which he may not, from 
modest s, Ijiive liked to write. 



jBT. 38.] LETTERS. 327 

true, these are given on the spot ; what England may think I 
know not. We are at a distance. In about a week I shall 
be at sea, and it is very probable you will soon hear of 
another Action, for I am very much inclined to make the 
Dons repent of this war. You will not fail to remember me 
kindly to Mrs. Nelson, your children, Aunt Mary, who I 
shall rejoice to see, all our friends at SwaflPham, &c. ; and be- 
lieve me ever 

Your most affectionate brother, 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO MRS, POLLARD, NAPLES. 

rAiitograi)]i, ill the possession of John Luxfonl, Esq. Mrs. Polhml ^Yas the wife 
of Mr. Pollard, a Mercliant at I.egliorn, to whom many of Nelson’s letters were 
wiilton. When the English were driven from Leghorn, Mr. and iMrs. Pollard pro- 
ceeded to Naples.! 

Ln Minerve, Jamuiry ‘Jatli, 1707. 

My dear Madam, 

Many thanks for your kind remembrance of mo. The box 
is very handsome, as is the sample of Naples ware you sent 
me by L’Utile. It is just the thing I wished ; and if any 
opportunity offers, I wish to get it here, w^lien Captain Ire- 
mantle will, I hope, take care of it. I beg you will tell 
Pollard I am very angry with him, for fancying I had, in any 
way, or at any time, neglected his interest or convenience ; 
so far from it, I assure you, my opinion has ever been uniform 
that I think him a most honest merchant ; and that was [what] 
we all at I.«cghorn [thought] ; and [if] I had any interest in 
naming Agents,’ I should certainly name Pollard as o?ie. 
Besides, my personal obligations are such to him, that I shall 
not readily forget. I freely forgive his strong language to 
Cockburn about me, as my heart tells me I am perfectly 
innocent of the charge he has laid against me. I am glad to 
hear Naples agrees with you ; and very soon, I believe, Leg- 
horn will be at liberty. In every place, and in every situa- 
tion, believe me, my dear Madam, 

Your most obliged, 

Horatio Nelson. 


* For Prizes. 
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Since writing my letter, I have seen some very handsome 
things which Fremantle has; and have, therefore, to request 
that, as far as ten or twelve pounds^ you will buy for Mrs. 
Nelson some silk shawls, particular large handkerchiefs of 
silk, and such other pretty things as a most elegant woman 
may like. Pray, excuse all this trouble, and believe me ever, 

Your obliged, 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO LlErTKNANT-GEXKUAL 1)E BTHGII. 

[Autograph draught, in the Nelson Papers.] 

La Miuerve, Porto Fcrrnjo, [about ^^iOtli] January, 1700 [I'tOT-J 

Sir, 

The whole of the Ships of War which Sir John Jervis lias 
appropriated for the service of the evacuation of this place being 
now either in the Port or near approaching it, I have therefore 
to request that you will be pleased to inform me, with as little 
delay as possible, whether it is your intention to embark tlie 
troops and stores now here, or any part of them. 

Should your answer be in the affirmative, every measure 
sliall be taken by me for the speedy arrival of the troops in 
Gibraltar and Portugal ; and should it be a negative, in that 
case I shall, according to my instructions, withdraw all our 
Naval stores and establishment, and as many Ships of War as I 
think can possibly be spared from the service which may be 
required of them here, our Fleet being now particularly in- 
structed to attend to the preservation of Portugal. 


TO ADMIRAL SIR JOHN JERVIS, K.R. 

[From a Copy in the Admiralty. Cominodoro Nelson sailed from Porto Ferrnjo 
in j^a Minerve on the ‘JOth of January 17 1)7, and proceeded to reconnoitre Toulon 
and (.’arthugeno, on his way to Gihrnllar, and thence to Lishon, to join Adiuind 
Sir John Jervis. •The Romulus, Captain fjeorge Hope, the Soutlnuupton, Captain 
Macnamara, and some other Vessels of War, in charge of a convoy of Transports, 
also .sailed for that place, hut they were directed to form two divisions and to take 
diiferent courses, so that oue of them might certainly escape the Enemy’s bleet. 
On board La Mincn e, Sir Gilbert Elliot, late Vice Hoy of Corsica, Monsr. Pozzo ih- 
Borgo (who had been Secretarj' of State iu that Island under the British Govern- 
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mvnU Mid who was uflerwards so well known as a iliiilomatist), and several persons 
ol’ the Vice Roy’s suite were embarked. His J’rivaie Secretary, Mr. Hardman, and 
Colonel Drinkwttter were sent in the Romulus, but on her arrival at Gibraltar 
they joined their Chief on board La Minerve. J 


Sir, 


La Minerve, Torlo Ferrujo, January ‘-ioth, r<!)7. 


Although I hope to be with you before Southampton, yet 
it is possible that may not be the case, as I mean to look into 
Toulon, Mahon, and Carthagena, that I may be able to tell 
you the apparent state of the Combined Fleet. 

The General having declined to evacuate Porto Ferrajo,* 
as you will observe by the copy of the letter transmitted 
herewith, I have, notwithstanding, withdrawn all our Naval 
establishment from this place, having first completed every 
Ship to as much stores as her Captain pleased to take. Every 
Transport is completely victualled, and arranged, that every 
soldier can be embarked in three days. 

The way in which I have sent down the Storeship and 
Dolphin, as also the (^onvoy, eight or nine Sail, with my 
intention of looking into the Enemy’s ports, I hope you will 
approve of. 

I shall not enter into further particulars till I have the 
honour of seeing you, but believe me, with the greatest respect, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 


P.S. I have sent orders for Pallas to join you by the Dido 
and Southampton, and have left similar orders at this place. 


® Colonel Drinkwator snys, “On iho Dcoomb»'V, Kolson voacbed For 
I’Hjo. Sir Gilborl Elliot was thru Jibseut on Ins visit to tlio Italian States, but 
iiit('lli}:jonco of tbo Cominodovo's arrival \Nas iinnu'diatoly soot to him. On the 
I'ctiirii of the Viee-Roy to Elba., a ronsullaition was ludd helwoeu Sir Gilbert Elliot, 
Fieutciiaiit General de Burgh (who commanded the 'I roops), and Commodore 
A^rlsoii, respecting the late ordei-s from Government oi home, wliieh Nelson had 
been specially deputed by the Adinir;.! to carrv i»o,o effeet. The sivlyect was one of 
gieat difficulty, invtdviug many interests, and had of course the most delihenitc 
ronsidoration, the result of which was that, h;.der existing ciirumstjuiees, it was 
deemed of paramount importance that the Briti Troops should, iiotwithstaiiding 
those orders, coiitiiiin? in possession of Elba until bis Majesty's Ministers could be 
f^lly apprised of the many cogent reasons for that course of proceeding."— 
pp. 0, 7. 
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Ships left at Porto Ferrajo : 
Inconstant Rose | 


Blanche 

Peterel 

Speedy 

L’Utile 


Sloops. 


Venom 
Mignonnc 


Gun-boats. 


TO MRS. NELSON. 

[From Clarke and M‘Artlinr, vol. i. p. 343.1 

27th January, 1707. 

My next letter will probably be dated from Lisbon, where 
I hope to arrive safe with my charge, but in w'ar much is left 
to Providence : however, as I have hitherto been most suc- 
cessful, confidence tells me I shall not fail : and as nothing 
will be left undone by me, should I not always succeed, my 
mind wdll not suffer ; nor -will the world, I tmst, bo willing 
to attach blame, where my heart tells me none would be due. 
Sir Gilbert Elliot and his suite, amongst whom is Colonel 
Drinkwater,^ go in La Mineiwe, therefore I shall be sure of a 
pleasant party, let what will happen. 

Yours, &c., 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO EDWARD HARDMAN, ESQ., PRIVATE SECRETARY TO HIS 
EXCEELEXCY SIR GILlHvKT EELK/P. 

[Autogi'aph, iu the possession of John Hardiinui, Esq. Findiiif? at Cartliageaw 
that the Spanish I’Jcet had left that Port, ('ommodore N«dson bocanic cxtrcmoly 
anxious to join Sir .iolwi Jarvis. La Minpr\«; urrivrd at fiihrnltar on llit* !>lh ci’ 
February, when Ntdson learnt tlmt the .Spaiiiurds bsul pnssrd the Rock, to the west 


* Coloucd Drinkwater (who afterwards assumed the name of Bclhniip). was »n 
eye-witness of the Battle of Sr. Vincent; and finding' that Sir John Jervis’s officinl 
letter was “ little calculated to gratify the legitimate anxiety of the Nation, and did 
not render justice to Nelson,” he wrote the Narrative of that event, to which Lord 
Nelson particularly refers in the “ Sketeli of his Life." (vide vol. i. p. 13.) Tlmt 
very interesting Tmetwas first published anonymously, in 171)7, and again, in 
with the author’s name, (the profits of which he appropriated to the funds of the 
Nelson Column,) entitled, “A Narrative of the Battle of St. Vincent, with Anecdotes 
of Nelson, before and after that Battle.” Colonel Drinkwater Betluine is also 
known for his History of the Siege of Gibraltar, of wliich he was supposed to h'‘ 
the last survivor, He died in January 1844, aged 81. 
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ward, on the 5th, and had sent Le Terrible and two other Sail of the Line and a 
Frigate with supplies for their Lines before Gibraltar, wliich Ships were then at 
anchor at the head of the Bay. Ilis two Lieutenants, Ciilverhouse and Hardy, 
taken in La Sabina, were then prisoners on board Le Terrible, but an exchange 
being effected, they rejoined La Mineiwe. Nelson could remain only one day at 
Gibraltar, and os the llomuius was left there for repairs. Colonel Drinkwatcr was 
removed to La Minerve, and she weighed in the forenoon of the 11th of Februiuy.] 

La Minerve, February 11th, 171)7. 

Dear Sir, 

The Minerve was most certainly ready for sea, and it is as 
true, that had Sir Gilbert been on board, the Minerve would 
have been at sea before the lee-tide made. HopeV Barge 
attended instead of Minerve’s. Now the tide is made against 
us ; therefore, I most heartily wish you all a good appetite, 
and only beg you will be on board as early in the evening as 
possible — say eight o’clock — for I shall sail the first moment 
after ; but I fear a ivesterly wind. 

Yours most truly, 

Horatio Nelson. 

P.S. I took my leave of the Governor, and refused to dine 
on shore. 


BATTLE OF ST. VINCENT. 

[Tlie preceding Letter is the last that has been found until the Battle of St. 
Vincent, which took place three days after it was written. But some very inte- 
resting circumstances ocemred in tliat short interval, whicli arc graphically described 
in Colonel Drinkwatcr’s Xan'afivr. 

As vooti as r,a Minerve sailed from Gibraltar, she was pursued by T.p Terrible and 
nnothev of the Spanish r,ine-oTbattle Ships. T'lie headmost of the Spanish Ships 
gaining on the Frigate, she prepared for action ; and Cnlomd Drinkwater having asked 
Nelson’s ^pinion lus to the probability of nn engagement, lie said ho thought it very 
possible, and looking up at his Broad Pendant, added, “But before the Dons get 
bold of that hit of hunting, 1 will liave a struggle with them, and sooner than give 
*>P the Frigate I'll nm her ashore." Soon after this conversation, Commodore 
Nelson and his guests sat down to dinner, and while Colonel Diinkwator was con- 
gratulating Lieutenant Hardy on his being no lojjger a Prisoner of War, the ap- 
pjdling cry was heard of a man ovi'rlword !" There is perhaps no passage in 
Naval history of more thrilling interest than ti e following account of what then 
occurred : — “ The Officers of the Shii> ran on deek ; 1, with other’s, ran to the sterii- 
'vindovvs to 8ee if anything could be observeif of the unfortunate man ; we had 
scarcely reached them before we noticed the low-ning of the jolly-boat, in which was 
niylato neighbour Hardy, with a party of siiiloi-s; and before many seconds had 

* Captain George Hope, of the Romulus. 
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olapsed, tlie current of the Straits, (which runs strongly to the eastward,) had 
carried the jolly-hoat far jislern of tlie Frigate, towtmls tlu3 Spanish Ships. Of 
course, tlie first object was to recover, if possible, the fallen iiuin, but he was never 
seen again. Hardy soon made a signal to that clfcct, and the man was given up as 
lost. The attention of every person was now turned to the safety of Ilardy and bis 
boat’s crew ; their situation was extremely perilous, and their danger was every 
instant increasing, from the fast sailing of the lieiulmost ship of the chase, w liieli by 
this time had approached nearly within gun-shot of the Minerve. The jolly-boat’s 
crew pulled ‘ might and main' to regain the I'rigate, but apparently made little pro- 
gress against the cniTeiit of the Straits. At this crisis, Nelson, casting an anxious 
look at the hazardous situation of Hardy and his companions, exelainicd ‘hy G— — , 
ril not lose Hardy; hack the mizen topsail.’ No sooner said tlian done; tlie 
Minerve’s progress was retai*ded, having tlie current to carry hvr down towunls 
llai’dy and his party, who seeing this spirited nniuoenvre to save them from returning 
to their old quarters on hoard the Terrible, naturally redonblctl their exertions 
to rejoin the Frigate. To the landsmen on board the Minerve an action now ap 
ficared to be inevitable ; and so, it would afqnjar, lliought tlie Knemy, who .surjiriscil 
and eonfounded by this daring manoeuvre of the Commodore, (being ignorant of llic 
ueeident that led to it,) must have coustnied it into a direct ehallenge. Not con- 
ceiving, lio'vvcver, a Spanish Ship of the l.ine to be an equal Mateli for a Britisli 
Frigate, with Nelson on hoard of her, the Captain of the 'I'errihle suddenly sliortennl 
sail, in order to allow his consort to join him, and thus afforded time for theMiner\e 
to drop down to the jolly-boat to take out Hardy and the crew; and the moment, 
they were on hoard the Frigate, orders were given again to make sail. Being now 
under studding sails, and the widening of the Straits allowing llie wind to bo 
brought more on the ^fiiierve’s (jiinrtcr, lla* Frigate soon regaimul the lost distance, 
and in a short thru; we had the satisfaction to observe that the dastardly Don was 
left far in our wake ; and at sunset, by steering further to the sontliward, we lost 
sight of him and liis consort altogether .” — Xurnif ivc, pp. 11, lo. 

During the night of the 1 Itli, La Minerve found liersclf smroiindod by several 
large Ships, which Nelson believed to be tlie Spanish Fl(*et. hut from which be ex 
trieated liimsclf with his usual skill. Nothing was seen of tlie Spuuiurds the next 
day, and on the Dllh, La Minerve joined Sir .lohii .lervis’s Fleet; Sir Gilbert Llliot 
and Chnnmodore Nelson immediately waited on tlie Admiral, on board the Victory, 
who, on learning that the Kiiciny was so near, made the signal to “ prepare for 
Action.” 

Commodore Nelson then left liU Minene, and hoisled liis Broiul Bendant on boanl 
of Ilia own Ship, the Captain, commanded by Captain Miller. Sir Gilbert Llliot 
requested to remain with the Admiral in the Viidory, hut was refused ; and be willi 
his suite were transferred to the Lively Frigate, Captain Lord Garlics, who liad ordei’N 
to proceed to Kngland. Sir .lohii Jervis, however, yielded to the joint entreaties of 
Sir Gilbert Elliot and Lord Garlics, that the Lively might remain with llie Fleet 
until she could carry home the intelligence of the expected engagement. 'I'bi'' 
Sir Gilbert and Colonel Drinkwater became spectators of one of the mo.st important 
events of their time, and thus too the Battle fortunately found an able historinii. 

As Nelson’s “Ilemarks,”inpp.Jl4:0, '*144, relate almost entirely to his own proceed- 
ings in the Captain, it is proper to insert Sir John Jervis’s Official JDispatcli, with a 
list of the two I’lects, shewing their comparative force, &c. 
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TO EVA\ NEPEAN, ESQ., SKCIIETARY TO THE ADMIRALTY. 

[From the “London Gazette Extraordinary" of the 3rd of ]\[ai'clj, 1797.] 

“Victory, Lagos Bav, Fchniary IT), 1797. 

“ Sir, 

“ The hopes of falling in with the S})aiusli Fleet, expressed in niy letter to you of 
the 13th instant, were confirmed that night, hy our distinctly hearing the report of 
their signal guns, and hy intelligence received from Captjiiu Foote, of his Majesty’s 
Ship tlie Niger, who luul, witli etpiul judgment and perseverance, kept company 
^vith them for several days, on my prescribed rendezvous, (wliich, from the strong 
south-east winds, 1 had never been able to reach,) and tliat they Avere not more 
than the distance of three or four leagues from us. 1 anxiously awaited the dawn of 
day, when, being on the starboard tack. Cape St. Vincent bearing east by north 
eiglit leagues, 1 had the satisfaction of seeing a number of Ships extending from 
south west to south, the wind then at west and by soulb. At forty-nine minutes past 
ten, llie weather being extremely hazy, La Bonne Citoyenne made the signal tliat the 
Ships seen were of tlie Line, twenty-live in number. II is Majesty's S(|uadron 
under my command, consisting of fifteen Ships of the Idno, nanu‘d in the margin,* 
happily formed in the most compact order of sailing, in two lines. J3y canning a 
press of sail, f wa.s fortunate In getting in with the Jhiemy’s Fleig at half-past 
eleven o’clock, before it bad time to connect and form a rcgulai* Order of Battle. 
Such a moment was not to be b)st ; and conlidenl in tin* skill, valour, and diseipliiie 
of the Ullieers and Afeii 1 bad the happiness to command, and judging' tliat the 
honour of his Majesty’s arms, and tlie eireumstauees of the AViw in these sea.s, 
required a considerable degree (►f enterprise, 1 fidt myself justified in departing from 
lluM'egiilar system ; and, jiassiiig through their Fleet, ill a line formed with the 
uliiiost celerity, taihed and thereby separated one-third from the main body, after 
a partial canomiade, which prevented tlieir ro-junetiou till the evtming; and by the 
Acry great exertions of the Ships, Avhich had the good fortune to arrive up willithe 
I'hiiMiiy on the larboard tack, the tsbijis named in tlie margin'’’ were captured, imd the 
Action ceased about five o’clock in the CAeiiiiig. 

“ .1 enclose the most <'Orreet list I liuvc been able to obtain of the Spanish Fleet 
opposed to me, amounting to tw<'iity-scven Sail of the I,iiie, and an aceount of the 
Killed and Wounded in his Majesty's Sltips, as AVell ns in those taken from the 
Enemy. The moment the latter (almost totally disimusted) and his Afajesty’s 
Ships, the (.’aptain and Cullodeii, are iii astute to put to Sea, T shall avail myself 
of the first favourahle Aviiid to proceed olVC'ape St. Vincent, in my way to Idsbuii. 

“Capelin Calder, Avhosc able assistance has greatly contributed to llie public 


* Victory .... 

. 1(H) 

F.xcellent . 

71 

Britannia. . . . 

. 100 

Orion . . 

71 

Barllcm* .... 

. 1)8 

Colossus . 

71 

I’riuce George . . 

. 98 

Egmont . 

71 

Blenheim .... 

. 90 

Cullodeii . 

71 

Namur .... 

. 00 

Irresistible 

71 

Captain .... 

. 74. 

Diadem .... 

. . ()1 

Goliath .... 

. 71 



Salvador del Muudo . 

. \Vl 

San Nicolas . . 

... 80 

San .losef 

. ll:i 

San Ysidro . . 

... 71 
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semce during my command, is the hearer of this, and will more porticulaily describe 
to tlie Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty the movements of the Squadron on 
the 14th, and the present state of it. 

“'l am, Sir, Sec. 

“ J. Jervis.” 

“LIST or THE SPANISH FIEET OPPOSED TO THE BRITISH, THE 14tH OF 



FEBRUARY, 

1797. 


Santissima Trinidud . . 

. 130 

Pelnyo 

74 

Mexicana 

. 114 

San Genoi'o .... 

74 

Principe de AHtiirias . . 

. ir> 

San lldephonso . . . 

74 

Concepcion . . . . 

. 114 

San Juan Nepomuceno . 

74 

Conde de Itegla . . . 

. 114 

San Francisco de Paula. 

74 

Salvador del Muiulo . . 

. 114 taken 

San Ysidro 

74 taken 

San Josef 

. 114 ttiken 

San Antonio 

74 

San Nicolas .... 

. 84 token 

San Pablo 

74 

Oriente 

. 74 

San Firmin 

74 

Glorioso 

. 74 

Neptiiuo 

74 

Atlante 

. 74 

Baluuna 

74 

Conquestador .... 

. 74 

Name unknown [San Domingo] 74 

Soberano 

. 74 

Name unknown [Terrible] 

74 

Firme 

. 74 



“I-IST OF THE BRITISH FLEET OPPOSED TO THE SPANISH, THE 14TH OF 



FEBRUARY, 1797. 

Killed. 

WOUNDKI). 


Adiuirtd Sir John Jervis, K.B., 



Victoiy . . 

1st Captain, Kobert Colder . 

4iid Captain, George Grey . 

[■' 

rj 

Britannia 

f Vice-Admiral Thompson . . 

[ Captain Thomas Foley . . 

r Vice-Admiral lion. William -i 


I 

Bai-flt*ur . . 

J Waldegrave 

[Captain Janies Bichuid Docres ^ 

[. 0 

7 

Piiiice George 

f Rear-Admiral William Parker 
[Captain John Irwin . . . 

• ^ 

7 

Blenheim . . 

Tliomas Lenox Fredifrick . . 

. 14 

49 

Namur , . 

James Hawkins Whitshe«l . . 

4 

5 

Captain . 

f Commodore Nelson . . . 1 

[Captain Ralph Willett Miller j 

^ . 44 


Goliath . . 

Sir Charles Henry Knowles 

. 0 . 

H 

FiXcelleiit 

Ciithbert Colling^vood . . . 

. 11 

14 

Orion . . . 

Sir James Saumorc/ . . . 

. 0 

•.} 

Colossus . . , 

George Murray 

. 0 

T) 

Egmont . . . 

C*aptain John Sutton . . . 

. 0 

0 

Ciilloden . . 

J’homas Troubridge . . . 

. 10 

17 

Irresistible , , 

George Martin 

, n 

14 

Diadem . . . 

George lleiury To>Yvy .... 

. 0 

0 
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“ Oppicers Killed. 

Captain. — Mtyor William Norris, of the Marines; Mr. .Tames Godinch, Midship- 
man. 

Excellent.— Mr. Peter Peffers, Boatswain. 

Culloden. — Mr. O. A. Livingstone, Lieutenant of Marines, 

IiTesistible. — Sergeant Watson, of the Marines. 

“Oppicers Wounded. 

Blenheim. — Mr. Edward Sibby, Acting Lieutenant ; Mr. 'Peacock, Boatswain ; Mr. 
.loseph Wixon, Masters Mate, since dead. 

Captain. — Commodore Nelson, bruised, but not obliged to quit the deck; Mr. 
Carrington, Boatswain, wounded in boarding the San Nicolas ; Mr. Thomas Lund, 
Midshipman. 

Excellent. — Mr. Edward Augustus Down, Master .s Mate. 

Orion. — Mr. Thomas Mansel, Midshipman. 

Irresistihle. — Mr. Andrew Thompson, Lieutenant ; Mr. Hugh M‘Kinnon, Master’s 
IMiite ; Mr. William Balfour, Midshipman. 

LIST OP THE KILLED AXD WOUNDED ON BOARD THE SPANISH SHIPS TAKEN BY THE 
SCiU'VDRON UNDER THE COMMAND OF ADMIRAL SIR JOHN JERVIS, K.B., ON THE 
l-ini OF FEURUARY, 1707 : 

S»iu Ysidro. — 1 Officers, 12.7 .Artillerists, Seamen, and Soldiers killed ; 8 Officers, 
Artillerists, See.., wounded. 

Salvador del Muiulo. — o Officers, 07 Artillerists, (fcc., killed; 3 Officers, 121 
Artillerists, &;c., wounded. 

San Nicolas. — 1 Officers, MO Artillerists, &c., killed; 8 Officers, A I Artillerists, 
&o., wounded. 

San Just*. — 2 Officers, 41 Artillerists, &c., killed; 5 Officers, 01 Artillerists, &c., 
wounded. 

Note. — Among the killed is the General Don Francisco Xavier Winthuyseu, 
Cljef D’Kscadrc.” — London Gnzetto Extmordinnnj, 3i’d March, 171)7, 

I'liougli thcio were two Vice, and one Kear-Adminil, and a Commodore in the 
Fleet, no other OIFumu’ was mentioned in .Sir .loliii Jervis’ Dispatch than Captain 
Cultlor, tlu First Oaptiiin of the Victory, (or Captain of the Fleet,) ufierwuirds so 
Well known as Ailmiral Sir Robert Calder, I’he omission of the Flag Officers w'as 
Uimsaal, as the total disregard shcw'ii to the hvilliaut services of Nelson, Tronbvidgo, 
Collintrwood, and Frederick, was unjust. That injustice was, however, partially re- 
medied by the following Prirtdo i.etter to Karl Spencer, the First Lord of the Admi- 
I'rity, dated tm Kith of J-’etu unry ; but, as it did not ap]»car in the “ r.ondon Giizette,” 
It was a very inadequate compensation to their wounded feelings; — 

“H.M.S. Vieiory, in Lagos Bay, Kith Febnuuw', 171)7. 

“ My Lord, 

Iho correct conduct of every Officer and man in the Squadron on the 14th inst. 
made it improper to distinguish one more than another in my public Letter, because 
I i»m eonfulent that hud those who w’cre li'ust in action been in the situation of the 
ffiitiuuUc few, their helmviour would not have be.-n less meritorious; yet to your 
J^ordship It becomes me to .state Unit Captain Trouhridge, in the Culloden, led the 
Squiulron through the Enemy in a masterly style and tacked flu* inslant the Siijnal 
,aud Was gallantly sup]>orted by the Blenheim, Prince George, Orion, Irre.sistihle, 
mul C olossus ; the latter had her fore and fore-top-sail yards wounded, and they 
^^fortunately broke in the slings in stava, wlii«'li threw her out, and impeded the 
tacMng of the Victory. 
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C'ommoilore Nelson, who was in the rear on the stoi-boerd tack, took the lead on 
the larboiud, and contributed very niucli to the fortune of the day, as did Captain 
Collingwood ; and in the close, the San Josef and San Nicolas having fallen foul of 
eacli other, the Captain laid them on board, and Captain Beny, who served as u 
volunteer, entered at the head of the boarders, and Commodore Nelson followed 
immediately, and took possession of them both ; the crippled state of these Sliips, 
and of the Captain, entangled as they were, and that part of the Enemy’s Fleet, 
which luid been kept off in the moniing (as described in the public letter) joining 
at the instant, it becann^ necessary to collect the Squadron, to resist an attempt to 
wrest those Ships, and the Salvador del Miiiidu and the San Ysidro, from ns, whic.li 
occasioned the discontinuance of the Action. 

“The Enemy has still twenty-Uvo Ships of the Line and nine Frigates in condi- 
tion for service off Cape St. Vincent, and tlie momcjit our djunaged Ships ua- 
repaired, and proper jury-masts, &c., raised on board the Prizes, 1 shall face him in 
my way to Lisbon. 'I’lio Ships’ returns of killed and woumbnl, althougli not alwuvs 
the criterion of their being more or less in Action, is, in this instance, correctly so. 
If 1 succeed in getting our Trojdiies iijt<i the Tagus, it is my intention to 
Masters and Commanders in them all. Captain Ilallowcll, whose conduct on board 
the Victory during the Action has made him more dear to me than before, deeliiiiiig 
ibis sort of service on account of the idleness it is likely to produce, T request, as 
the greatest favour your Lordship can confer on me, that you will have the goodness 
to give him the command of u large Frigate, manned, and allow him to seine under 
my Command. 

“It is with great repugnance I say anything to your Lordship about promotions, 
knowing ho\v mueh you must bo pressed upon at home; hut Commodore Nelson 
being uncommonly anxious to reward Lieutenants Spieer and Nobhs the fonner now 
First of the Captain, and tlie latter most desperately wounded in the belly ninl 
shoulder on board La Minerve, in her Action with the Sabina, in addition to a shot 
he got in bis n(*ek on tlie Coast of Genoa, liis father an OHicer in the Army, and ii 
brother a Midshiiunan in the Navy, having died on service in tlu; West Indies, will, 

J trust, excuse my naming them to you a second lime. Sensible as I am of the 
just attention paid to tlie merits of all who have hniipened to share in successful 
Actions witli the Enemy since you have been at the head of the Jioaiil of Adminvlty, 

I do not presume to call your attention to others. 

“ I have omitti'd to notice that Hear- Admiral Sir William Parker, whose Flagvas 
on board the Prince George, in the Van on both Tacks, made his Signals in a very 
officer-like manner; for the rest I beg leave to refer you to Captain Calder, who is 
thoroughly muster of the subject, and I desire to recommend him and Captain Grey 
to your protection. I hod a conversation with Admiral Waldegruve on the siibjfu t 
of his carrying a duplicate of these Dispatches, which, os there existed a possibility 
of onr bringing the Spanish Fleet to action a .second time, lie very e.ommendaijly 
declined; perhaps yonr Lordship will think it due to him to send the ilonmoy tu 
Lisbon, to eojivey him, his suite, and baggage, (rather too much for a Frigate,) to 
England. 1 have the honour to be, &e. 

“ J. Jkrvis.” 

No one can read that i.etter without being surprised that the parttgrajihs at it*'’ 
commencement, respecting Captain Trouhridge and Commodore Nelson, did not finJ 
their proper place in the Public Dispatch. Even in this Private I.etter only one of 
the I’lag Officers is praised for lii-s conduct in the Action, and he merely foi* 

“ having mode lu.s signals in a very Offtcer-like manner.” This withholding of 
is the more remarkable, from Lord St. Vincent having, on other occasions, in bi^t 
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Dispatclies, expressed Lis admiration of gallantry and good conduct in tlic strongest, 
and sometimes in oxtravrigant terms. 

SirJoliii Barrow, one of the Secretaries to the Admiralty, (whose authority on 
such a point is very high,) states, that “ It is known that in Jervis’s original letter, 
he had given to Nelson all duo praise, hut wjus prevailed on hy Sir Bobevt Culder, 
the CaptJiin of the Fleet, to suhstitute another in which it was left onl, on tlie 
ground that as Nelson had disobeyed the signal of recall, [the signal to tack,] any 
eulogy on his conduct would encourage other Officers to do llie saine, while the ex- 
clusive praise of on«^ individual w’ould act Jts a discouragenicnt of the rest;” and Sir 
John Burrow very justly adds, “ 'I’he surprise is, that a man of JiOrd St. Vincent’s 
sagacity should not have detected the lurking jealousy tluit gave rise to such a 
rcconunondation." — (-/>(/« Admind J'Jtn l Ifoirc^ p, 'riu* surprise is, how- 

ever, still greater that a man so pre-eminently distinguished fnr lirmness and self- 
go vermnent ns TiOrd ftt. Vincent, should have yiehhMl to a recommendation to net 
unjustly, not to Nclso]i only, hut to his Admirals, and to the ('si])tains who hail so 
highly distinguisheil themselves. This surprise will be increased, whmi it is remein- 
hered that, “ aAer the battle, Sir John Jervis received Nelson o)i the quarter deck of 
the Victory, took him iji his arms, said he could not suflieiejillv thank him, and insisted 
on his keeping the sAvord of the Spanish Itear-Adniiral which he had so bravely won.” 
— {Ihridon'a Life and Corrcsjifiudcncv of the Earl of St. Vincent, vol. i. p. tUd ; and 
SCO j). 5U(), post.) Another of T.ord St. Vincent’s biographers relates a piquant, 
and, for the reason aflerw’iu'ds stated, an important anecdote of the Admiral and liis 
First Captain: “ In the evening, while talking over the events of the day. Captain 
Calder hinted that the simittnncous manoeuvre which carried those dno fnhnina belli, 
Nrdson and (’(dlingAVOod, into the brunt of battle, was an unauthorized departure 
by the Commodore from the jirescribed mode of attack! ‘ It certainly Avas so,’ re- 
plied Sir John JerAis, ‘ and if ever you commit such a breach of your orders, 1 Avill 
forgive you also.’ 'I’lie flattering recejitiou Avhich, immediately after the Action, Sir 
Jidin Jervis had given to the Commodore, is well knoAMi .” — { Tnch'era Hfemoira of 
Earl aS7. Vincent, voi. i. p. *J(»-J.) 

Though the Comjnander-in-(.’hiefs praise of his Oflieers Avas cold and private, 
their and liis rcAvards were great and general. Parliament voted them its thanks 
ill the most cordial manner. Admiral (of the Blue) Sir John Jervis Avas created 
Baron Jervis, of Meaford, in the county of Stafl’ord, and F.avl of St. Vincent, 
by Palent, on the iiTtli of May, 17t)7, to him and the heirs male of liis hodv, 
'vith a pension of .CdOOt) a -year. Vice Admiral (of the Blue) Charles ’J’homj)- 
aon, and Ihair-Adniiral (of the Blue) William Parker, the second and fonrlli in 
comm and ,1^ were made Baronets. Vice-Admiral (of the Blue) the llouomahle Mil 
liwi Wahlegi’iivc, the third in command, being a Peer’s son, and having thus 
higher rank than a Baronet, did not iniinediaudy receive any honours, hnt on the 
■hJth of Dcceniher, lHt)(), he av as created aiiTri->h Peer, hy tin* title of Baron Badstiu'lv, 
Castletown, Queen’s County, (’oimnodore Nelson avus invested with the tirder of 
the Bath; Captain Ilobert Calder, llie Captain of the Flet't, Avas Knighted; and 
the Naval Medal, instituted ufler Lord lloAve’s Aictory, in I'iUl, was given to the 
Admirals auj Commodore, and to the (’a]»taiu of every 8hip of the Line in thivVleet, 
being a very dillVrent principle of distrihution frtuu that uilopted in 175)1, Avhen tin* 
h'ltllaut Collingw'ood found himself among those 'celnded from the distinction. His 
noble conduct on being offered the Medail for ihe Battle of 8t. Vincent, is well 
Iniow'ii. 

fhe elevation of Sir John Jervis to an Earldom, for the Buttle of St. Vincent, 

ms been often remarked upon; but it is explained by a letter from Lord Spencer, ot 

^OL, 11, ^ Z ’ 
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the 1st of Fehniwy, l';97, fourteen days before tlie Battle, intimating the King’s 
intention to raise him to the Betn-age, so that he was, in fact, a Huron when it was 
fouglit. — (Tifchrrs Memoirs of Earl St. Vincent, vol. i. p. 22^.) 

To these lleinarks it is requisite to add some observations on the account of the 
Battle, in Mr. James’s “ Naval History^' as that writer has ventured to say tlnit 
Nelson's boldness ajid decision in wearing the Captain, quitting the Line, and 
attacking the fjeewardinost Division of the Spanish Fleet, was not his own spon- 
taneous act, but ai-ose from a signal made by the Conimandor-in-Chief. That asser- 
tion, which is not only a detraction from the merits of one of Nelson’s most brilliant 
exploits, but an impeachment of his veracity, is, however, without the slightest 
foundation. 

Jn the account of the proceedings of the Captain on the l-ith of February, signed 
by Nelson, Captain Miller, and Captain Berry (vide p. tl40, post), it is sjiid — 

“ At one the Ciiptuin having passed the sternmost of the Enemy’s Ships, 
which formed their V’an, and part of their Centre, consisting of seventeen Sail of the 
Line — they on the larboard, we on the starboard tack — the Admiral marie the siginil 
to tack in succession; but I, perceiving the Spanish Ships all to bear up before the 
wind, or nearly so, evidently with an intention of forming their Line going large, 
joining their separated Division, at tliat time engaged w ith some of our centre Ships, 
or dying from ns, — to prevent either of their schemes from taking etrect, I ordercil 
the Ship to be wore; and passing betwM*en the Diadem and FiXcellent, at u quarter 
past one o’clock was engaged with the headmost, and, of course, leewoirdmost of the 
Spanish Division.” ’I'his is repeated in the “ Bemarks,” in Nelson’s autograph, 
(vide p. .’{44, post,) except that he does not there mention that the Admiral hml 
made the signal “ to tack.” 

Mr. .James’s statement is as follows: — “ At about Ih. p.m., just as the rearmosl. 
Ship of that part of the British Idne, W'hich was still on the Starboiud Tuck, hud 
advanceil so far ahead, as tf) h*avc an open sea to Leeward of the Spanish w'eathcr 
Division, then ])assing in llie contrary direction, the advanced Ships of the latter, as 
the last etfort to join their f.ee Division, hore up together. Scarcely was the nnne 
meiit made, ere it caught the attention of one, who was as quick in foreseeing the 
consequences of its success, as he was ready, in obedience to the spirit, if not the 
letter, of a signal just inatle, in devising the means for its failure. That sigiiiil 
(No. 41.) had been hoisted on board the Victory, at hi m. jaist Noon, and ilirected 
the Sljips of (ht; Fleet ‘ to ttike sniuible stations for mutual support, and engage the 
EneJiiy, as coming up in succession.’^ (’oiiimodore Nelson, accordingly directed Lap 
tain Miller to wear tlie Caidain.” James theniulds in juiote, “ That the Captain wore 
out of the Line in compliama* with any sign.'d is, we know', contrary to received 
oj)inion, but the fdlowing stands as an entry in the log book of a Flag-Ship tmii 
at no great distance from her, — ‘ At I, Sir .lohn Jervis nuule the sigmil for the 
English Fleet to firm Line as most convenient. On this, the (hiptain pressed all 
sail from her station of sailing, and stood on, and felt into our Van, ahetul of us. 
Although the signal here specilied wji-s No. dl, inste»wl of 41, there is every reason 

’ 4 lie Editor has failed in obtaining the (.Imieral Signal Book used in I7t)7, aad 
in tinding a list of tlie Signals nnulo by the X’ictory on the 14th of Fehnnny. I t 
Fills, the Code of Signals was changed, when the signal for “ The Ships to tale 
suitable stal ions for Ibeir miiluul support, and engage the Enemy as they get U’ 
w'iih li'**m,” became “ No. ‘JH mid the .signal to “ form a In’iic of Battles astern aid 
ahead of the Admiral, as most convenient from the accidental position of the Sin,'-* 
without regard to the prescribed form,” became “ No. 48." 
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to suppose tliat the latter, the first signal not having been made since 11 a.m., was 
the signal to which the entry had reference.” — Naval ///.s/ 0 / 7 /, P* • 

Wliether the signal w^as “ No. .‘11, ” or “ No. 41,” the Lf)g of that Ship (whose 
naim; is impro])erly withheld, hut which was prolmhly the Ihinct' fleorgt*, R('ar-Ad 
luinil Ihirker,) does not .state tluit in eoiiseqiience of its being /nude, the Captain 
wore, quitted the Jiine, and pursued a Division of the J’.nemy’s ^’l(^et; but it states, 
(as was no doubt the caise,) “ that she nnide all soil, left her station in the Line, and 
stood on, and fell into the Van, ahead” of the said Flag Ship; a proceeding perfectly 
/•ousistent with the signal “No. HI,” “ to fonn Tiine as most convenient,” but incon- 
sistent with the signal, “ No. 41,” i.e., “ to take stations for nmtiial sup]Kirt,” &e. 
>rr. James therefore not only supposes one signal was «//n///cr signal, but he wishes 
it to be believed that the signal which he thinks was wrongly described, led to an 
evolution, totally difierent from that which the signal (“ No. ;31”) is exju-essly 
stated to have produced. Moreover, how can the proceeding of the “ Captain,” i)i 
wearing a/id quitting tlic Line, instead of obeying the Adniirnl’s signal “ to tack,” 
be said to be “ in, ahodivurv In flu- apirif' of the signal “ No. 41, to take suitable 
stations for mutual support, and engage the F.iu>niy on coming up in success 

Mr. James’s assertion is thus shewn to have made without any authority 

whatever; and it is proved to he untrue by— 

Finf, the “Kemarks" signed by Captains ^Miller and llevn-, as well as by Nelson 
hirnself, and by tin' “ llomarks ” in Nelson's own antograph. NV eo ///////, hy the admission 
of the Commander-in (’hief, as is shown by the two anecdotes just related, the very 
foundation of h»)th of wliieh is, that Nelson’s proceedings were nnaitthorized and 
irregular; by, to a great extent. Sir .lohii .lervi.s’s ]»ri\ale letti.T to F/ord Spencer, 
iMid by bis reception of Nelson after the Ihittle. Thinllif, by the general admission 
oftlie whole Fleet, and, indeed, of the whole Briti'-h NaN v. Foarlhli/, by Captain 
Colliiigwood’s letter, “ yon formed the plan of attaek,” (vide p. .•11!), post.) Fifthhj^ 
by Colonel Drinkw aler’s Narrative. And. Sixthhjy by its not being ilisjmtod in 
'b iO’ Admiral Parker’s Statenuuit, addn'ssed to NA'lson, tbongb that Statement was 
written, beeanse Admiral Parker’s l\*iends eoiisideved that in Nelsoifs Remarks on 
the Rattle, Parker had not the eredit that properly belongt'd to him. A (!opy of 
Admiral Parker’s Statement is inserted in the ArrKXUTX to this V(dun\e, and Nel 
son's laconic, if not eoniemptuons Answer to it is in p. 1:17, post. Southey, in a long 
Note ou the omission of Nelson’s mune in the Disputeh, justly says, “the decisive 
uiovemont hy which llie Action became a victory. Avas executed in neglect of orders, 
ii]ion liis own judginent, and at his j»eril.” 

Not satisfied with trying to divest Nelson of the merit of one ex]doit, Mr. .lames 
f^oggests that he ehiirned more eredit than he de>ei ved for aiiotluo-. After (pioting 
the eoncliiding passages of Nelson’s “Remarks,” hut of the former ]»art of which (as 
his account of the Agamemnon’s proceedings cm the Dth and 1 1th of AFaveh, 
'ide p. 10 , ante,) he takes no notice, lie sa’ 'riier/' is, it aj)pears. a /lonbt whether 

luring, Ci>mmod»>re Nels 


-ft. ivr. uu US i)ur re.scart’lie.s nave gone, 11 H]'i!*>ars Ui l»e eieuny eMimm^jicu, Viinv 
the Prince George wa.s engaging llie .'•<an Josef at the iiioment she got foul;* and 
that tlic former Shij) only suspended her lire until, having tslged away to leeward of 
Captain and Sau Nieolns, she wjus aide to resniiic it ahead and clear of the 
^ptaiii ; that the Sau Nicolas at lUis m«>meut fired into the Prince Get/rge, who 
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accordingly bestowed part of her return fire upon the Sail Nicolas, and continued 
her fire upon holh Spanish Ships until, at the end of some nihnites, hailed from the 
(’ajdain to announce that they had struck.” — Kami Historij, vol. ii. p. 41. 

As Mr. James gives no authority for these doubts, they might fairly have been left 
imnotieed. There is, however, no wish to avoid the question. Mr. James’s “ r<;~ 
searches" on the subject seem to have begun and ended with Admiral Parker’s 
Statement, where nearly the same words occur. (Vide the Appexdix.) The 
answer to Admiral Parker and Mr. Janies is short and coiiclnsive. The Prince 
Ocorge nnvy have been firing into the Son Josef before, or even at the time when she 
was hoarded by Nelson from the San Nicolas, (though Nelson's letter to Admiral 
Parker makes it very doubtful,) and if it were so, it may have oonvincod the 
Spaniards of the hopelessness of eonteiiding against their now assailant; hut it is 
indisputable that the San Josef did not surrender until Kelson was in her main- 
chains, at the head of his hoarders. 'I'hat the Spanish Cajitain considered Nelson 
as his conqueror is jiroved by his having presented the Spanish Admiral’s sword to 
him. Common sense w'ouhl shew that the San .los(*f, a I'irst-rale, with a Ihonsand 
men, would liave received the Boaiders in a very dilfcrent manner — little resistance 
having been offered to Nelson and his follow'ers — had slie not been previously severely 
handled by onr Sliips. Nor did Nelson ever assert tin? eonlraiy: liis words are, “ I 
ordered my people to hoard the First-rate, which was done in an instant, Cnjitiiin 
Berry assisting me into the nmiii-chaiiis. At this moment a Spanish Otlicer 
looked over tlic quarter-deck rail, and said they had surrendered.’’ (Vide pp. ;M:{, 
.‘MO, post.) In his Letter to Captain Locker, (p. jiost.) sending him an aceoinit 
of the Imtfle, ho says, “ 1 pretend not to say tlnit those Shijvs miglit not have fell bad 
I not boarded them ; but truly it was far from impossible but they might have forged 
into the Spanish fleet, as the other Sliips did.” 


A Ff:\V REMARKS RELAllVE TO jMY.SELF IN THE CAPTAIN, IN 
VVIIICII MY PENDANT WAS FLYING 0\ THE IMOST GLORlOl S 
valentine’s DAY, 1797.** 

[From a Copy in the Nelson Papers, correeted by Nelson, and with the autograph 
siguatuves of Commodore Nelson, Captain Miller, and Cajtlain Berry. Clarke 
and M‘Arthiir stale that Commodore Nelsoiisent a (h>py of this Narrative to ILJMf. 
tlie Duke of Clarence, with the following Note; — “The praises and honours of my 
Admiral tell mo I may relate my talc: I therefore send your Royal Highness a 
few Remarks rrdative to myself in the Captain, in which my Pendant was flying on 
tlie most glorious Valentine’s Day.” Tt appears from a la*lter to (hiptain liockcr 
(vide p. post) that a Copy was sent to him for pnhlie.ation.J 

At one P.M., the (Liptain having passed the sternnio.st of tlie 
Enemy’s Ships which formed their van and part of their centre, 
consisting of seventeen Sail of the Line, tlioy on the larboard, 

* 1 hese “ Itemarks’’ were published soon after they were written, and were re- 
printed in the Naval Chronicle, iti ITflO, (vol. ii. p. .100.) The copy in Clarke and 
M‘Arfhur ( v<d. i. p. 4H)) differs verbally in many places from the above, and they say 
that tlarvhad mude *' .^mne additions” from the Original found in the N elsoii Papers . 
Tliat ‘ original” is now given rerhatim. 
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\vc on the starboard tack, the Admiral made the signal to 
Uack ill succession;’ but 1, perceiving the Spanish Ships all to 
bear up before the wind, or nearly so, evidently with an inten- 
tion of forming their line going large, joining their separated 
Division, at that time engaged with some of our centre Ships, 
or flying from us — to prevent cither of their schemes from 
taking effect, I ordered tlic ship to be wore,® and passing 
between the Diadem and Excellent, at a quarter past one 
o^dock, was engaged with the headmost, and of course leeward- 
most of the Spanish division. The Ships which I know were, 
the Santlssima Trinidad, 126; San Josef, 112; Salvador del 
JMurido, 112; San Nicolas, 80; another First-rate, and Seventy- 
four, names not known. I was immediately joined and most 
nobly supported by the Cullodcn, Captain Troubridge. The 
Spanish Fleet, from not wishing (I suppose) to have a decisive 
battle, hauled to the wind on the larboard tack, which brought 
tlie Sliips afore-mentioned to be the Iccwardmost and sternmost 
Siiips in their Fleet, For near an hour, I believe, (but do not 
jwetend to be correct as to time,) did tlie Cullodcn and Captain 
support this apparently, but not really, unequal contest ; when 
the lllenheim, passing between us and the Enemy, gave us a 
respite, and sickened the Dons. At this time, the Salvador del 
jMiindo and SW'fcidro dropjicd astern, and were fired into in 
a masterly styfeiby the Excellent, Captain Collingwood, who 
coni])cllcd the Sanlsi^k^to hoist English colours, and I thought 
the large Ship SalvaSbr del Mundo had also struck ; but Cap- 
tain CollingW^d, disdaining the parade of taking possession 
of hcj^ten enemies, most gallantly pushed u]), with every sail 
set, t^llavc his old friend and messmate, who was to appear- 
ance m a critical state. The Blenheim being ahead, and the 
Cullodcn crippled and astern, the Excellent ranged up within 
teu feet of the San Nicolas, giving a most tremendous fire, 
Tlie San Nicolas lufiing up, the San Josef fell on board her, 
and the Excellent passing on for the Santissirna Trinidad, the 
Cajitaiii resumed her situation abreast of them, and close along- 
side. At this time the Captain having lost her forctop-mast, 
not a sail, shroud, or rope left, her wheel shot away, and 
incapable of further service in the line, or in chase, 1 directed 

» Vide tUe ObscrvatioiH. 
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Captain Miller to put the helm a-starboard, and calling for the 
Boarders, ordered them to board.' 

The Soldiers of the 69th Regiment, with an alacrity which 
will ever do them credit, and Lieutenant Pierson of the same 
Regiment, were amongst the foremost on this service. The 
first man who jumped into the Enemy’s mizen-chains was 
Captain Berry, late my First Lieutenant (Captain Miller 
was in the very act of going also, but I directed him to remain ;)“ 
he was supported from our spritsail-yard, which hooked in the 
mizen-rigging. A soldier of the 69th regiment having broke 
tlic upper quarter-gallery window, jumped in, followetl by 
myself and others as fast as possible. I found the cabin-doors 
fastened, and some Spanish Officers fired their pistols ; but 
having broke open the doors, the soldiers fired, and the 
Spanish Brigadier (Commodore with a Distinguishing Pendant) 
fell, as retreating to the quarter deck, on the larboard side, 
near the wheel. Having pushed on the quarter-deck, I found 
Captain Berry in possession of the poop, and the Spanish en- 
sign hauling down. I passed with iny j)eople and Lieutenant 
Pierson on the larboard gangway to the forecastle, where I 
met two or three Spanish Officers prisoners to my seamen, 
and they delivered me their swords. 

At this moment, a fire of pistols or musketd opened from the 
Admiral’s stern gallery of the San Josef^ 1 directed the soldiers 
to fire into her stern ; and, calling to C^tafn Miller, ordered 

‘ Ji'inies Ivol. i, p, 40) suvs, thprr was tlini “ ih» allurnative but to board the 
Spanisb two-cb'ckcr. ’ If ]jc nimiit llint to Xclsmi, thrro coiiH bo uo otlior (•ludrc, 
ho was coiToot ; but iiuiiiy (.'iiptihuH bad, under Niinilur (:uTumstau<*os,‘(a^ "iio 
know better tbaii Mr. lame j found an olh-rmitirc in loaviu*,' tlioir iJ 0 tt|».}^ouisl 
alone. 

* Captain JIoitv was then a ]»ussenger in the Oaplain, liaviiig’ lately been promoted 
to the rank of (.'onunander ; and he was Posted oti the (Itli of March hdlowiuj^, for 
his gallantry at St. Vijieeiit’s. 

^ The following interesting aneedote has been obligingly eoninmnlcated by Captniii 
Alillf'r s sister, INFi's. Dalrynijde ; — “ While Captain Miller was leading his men to the 
San Nieolas, Coniniodoro Nelson said * Nh), Miller; £ must have that liuiiour;' and 
on going into the cabin, after the contest. Nelson saiil, ‘Miller, I am under llie. 
greatest obligations to yon,’ and jtresented him with the Spanish Captain’s sword ; 
and then, as if he could not sulliciently shew lii.s .sejtsc of his Captain’s services, he 
again ex])ressed his obligations, and driiwiiig n ring from bis linger, j)hiced it on 
vaplain Miller’s. 'Phe ring, ratlier a large topaz, set round with diamonds, and the 
Spatiisli Olheer s sword, are now jtt the priKsessiou of Miss Miller, Captain Miller's 
only •■urviviijg child. 
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him to send more men into the San Nicolas, and directed my 
people to board the First-rate, which was done in an instant. 
Captain Berry assisting me^ into the main chains. At this 
moment a Spanish Officer looked over the quarter-deck rail, 
and said— ^ they surrendered;’ from this most welcome in- 
telligence it was not long before I was on the quarter- 
deck, when the Spanish Captain, with a bow, presented me 
his Sword, and said the Admiral was dying of his wounds 
below. I asked him, on his honour, if the Ship were surren- 
dered ? he declared she was ; on which I gave him my hand, 
and desired him to call to his Officers and Ship’s company, and 
tell them of it — which he did ; and on the quarter-deck of a 
Spanish First-rate, extravagant as the story may seem, did I 
receive the Swords of vanquished Spaniards ; which, as I re- 
ceived, I gave to William Fearney, one of my bargemen, who 
j)ut them with the greatest sangfroid under his arm. I was 
surrounded by Captain Berry, Lieutenant Pierson, CUth Regi- 
ment, John Sykes, John Thomson, Francis Cook, all old 
Agamemnons, and several other brave men, seamen and sol- 
diers ; thus fell these Ships. 

N.B, — In boarding the San Nicolas, I believe, we lost about 
seven killed and ten wounded, and about twenty Spaniards 
lost their lives by a foolish resistance. None were I believe 
lost, in boarding the San Josef. 

Horatio Nelson. 

Ralph Willett Miller. 

E. Berry. 

[Adled in Nelsons Aulograph.] 

Don Francisco Xavier Wintliuyscn, Rear-Admiral, died 
of his wounds on board the San Josef. Don Tomas Geraldino, 
killed on board the San Nicolas when boarded by the Captain. 

^ Chamock, Hari’ison, ami Sonthoy, state that Nelson led the ^vny into the San 
Josef, velicmeutly exelaiming, “Westminster Abbey, or Victory!” — a gascoimdc ver j 
inconsistent with liis cbjiracter. 
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A FEW JFEMAJIKS RELATIVE TO MYSELF IN THE CAPTAIN, IN 

WHICH MY PENDANT WAS FLYING ON THE MOST GLOlUOUS 

valentine’s day, 1797. 

[Aiitogrn])!! tlmuglit, in the Nelson Pupei's. Though this Paper is in many places 
in the same words ns the pr(?ce<ling, yet as it is a docnincnt of a diflerent clnuacter, 
the former being merely signed by Nelson, \vhil<! this is wholly in his own hand, and 
}is, moreover, it contains some iuteiestlng additions, botli arc printed entire.] 

On the 13th February, at 6 p.m., shifted my Pendant from 
from La Minerve Frigate to the Captain. 

Valentine’s day, at daylight, signal to prepare for Battle : 
at 10, saw some strange Ships standing aeross the van of our 
Fleet, on the larboard tack, wliich was sailing in two divisions, 
eight in the weather, seven in the Icc, on the starboard tack. 
About 11, signal to form the Line, as most convenient. At 
twenty-five past 11, the Action commenced in the Van, then 
passing through the Enemy’s Line. About 1 a.m., the 
tain having passed the sternmost of the Enemy’s Ships, 
which formed their V an, consisting of seventeen Sail of the 
Line, and perceiving the Spanish Fleet to hear up before the 
wind, evidently with an intention of forming their Line, going- 
large — joining their separated division, — or Hying from us; to 
prevent cilher of their schemes from taking effect, I ordered 
the Ship to be wore, and passing between tlic Diadem and 
Excellent, at ten minutes past 1 o’clock, I was in close Action 
with the Van, and, of course, Iccwardmost of the Spanish 
Fleet. The Ships which I know were the Santa Trinidad, 
San Josef, Salvador del Mundo, San Nicolas, San Isidro, 
another First-rate and Seventy-four, names not known. I was 
immediately joined and most nobly supported by the Ciil- 
loden, Captain Troubridge. The Spanish Fleet, from not 
wishing, 1 suppose, to have a decisive Battle, hauled to the 
wind on the larboard tack, which brought the Ships above 
jnentioned to be the Iccwardmost Ships in their licet. For an 
hour the Cullodcn and Captain supported this apparently, but 
not in reality, une(iual contest, when the Blenheim, passing 
to windward of us and ahead, cased us a little. By this time 
the Salvador del Mundo and San Isidro dropped astern, and 
were fired into in a masterly style by the Excellent, Captain 
CoJlingwood, who compelled them to lioist English colours, 
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when, disdaining the parade of taking posscssiun of beaten 
Enemies, he most gallantly pushed up to save his old friend 
and messmate, who was to appearance in a critical situation : 
the Blenheim having fallen to leeward, and the Culloden 
crippled and astern, the Captain at this time being actually 
fired upon by three First-rates and the San Nicolas and a 
Seventy-four, and about pistol-shot distance of the San 
Nicolas, The Excellent ranged up with every sail set, and 
hauling up his mainsail just astern, passed within ten feet of 
the San Nicolas, giving her a most awful and tremendous fire. 
The San Nicolas luffing up, the San Josef fell on board her, 
and the Excellent passing on for the Santa Trinidad, the 
Captain resumed her situation abreast of them, close along- 
side. 

At this time, the (hiptain having lost her fore-topmast, not 
a sail, shroud, or rope standing, the wheel shot away, and 
incapable of further service in the Line or in chase, I directed 
Captain Miller to put the helm a-starboard, and calling for the 
Boarders, ordered them to Board. 

The Soldiers of the G9th llcgiincnt, with an alacrity which 
will ever do them credit, with Lieutenant Pierson, of the same 
Rcgiiiient, were amongst the foremost on this service. The 
first man who jumped into the Enemy’s mizcn-chaiiis was 
Captain Berry, late my First-Lieutenant. He was supported 
from our spritsafl-yard ; and a soldier of the G9th Regiment 
having broke the upper <|uartcr-gallcry window, jumped in, 
followed by myself and others, as fast as possible. I found the 
cabin-doors fastened, and the Spanish Officers fired their 
pistols at us through the windows, but having broke open the 
doors, the soldiers fired, and the Spanish Brigadier ((.•omnio- 
dorc, with a distinguishing Pendant) fell as retreating to the 
quarter-deck. Having pushed on the quarter-deck, I found 
Captain Berry in possession of the poop, and the Spanish 
Ensign hauling down. The San Josef at this moment fired 
muskets and pistols from the Admiral’s stern-gallery on us. 
Our seamen by this time were in full possession of every part : 
about seven of my men were killed, and some few wounded, 
and about twenty Spaniards. 

Having placed sentinels at the different ladders, and ordered 
Captain Miller to jmsli more men into the San Nicolas, I 
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directed my brave fellows to board the First-rate, which was 
done in a moment. When I got into her main-chains, a Spanish 
Officer came upon the quarter-deck rail, without arms, and 
said the Ship had surrendered. From this welcome informa- 
tion, it was not long before I was on the quarter-deck, when 
the Spanish Captain, with a bended knee, presented me his 
Sword, and told me the Admiral was dying with his wounds 
below, I gave him my hand, and desired him to call to his 
Officers and Ship’s Company that the Ship had surrendered, 
which he did ; and on the quarter-deck of a Spanish First- 
rate, extravagant as the story may seem, did I receive the 
Swords of the vanquished Spaniards, which as I received I 
gave to William Fearney, one of my bargemen, who placed 
them, with the greatest sang-froid, under his arm. I was 
surrounded by Captain Berry, Liculcnant Pierson, C)9tli 
Regiment, John Sykes, John Thompson, Francis Cook, and 
William Fearney, all old Agamemuons, and several other 
brave men, Seamen and Soldiers. Thus fell these Ships, 
The Victory passing saluted us with three cheers, as did every 
Ship in the Fleet. The Minerve sent a boat for me, and I 
hoisted my Pendant on board her, directing Captain Cockbnrn 
to put me on board the first uninjured Ship of the Line, 
which was done ; and I hoisted my Pendant in the Irresistible, 
but the day was too far advanced to venture on taking posses- 
sion of the Santa Trinidad, although she had long ceased to 
resist, as it must have brought on a night Action with a still 
very superior Fleet. At dusk, I went on board the Victory, 
when the Admiral received me on the quarter-deck, and 
having embraced me, said he could not sufficiently thank me, 
and used every kind expression which could not fail to make 
me happy. On my return on board the Irresistible, my 
bruises were looked at, and found but trilling, and a few days 
made me as well as ever. 

II. N. 

N.B. There is a saying in the Fleet too flattering for me to 
omit telling — viz., ‘ Nelson’s Patent Bridge for boarding First- 
llates,’ alluding to my passing over an Enemy’s 80-gun Ship ; 
and another of a Sailor’s taking me by the hand on board the 
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San Josefi saying he might not soon have such another 
place to do it in, and assuring me he was heartily glad to see 


TO CAPTAIN COLLINGWOOD, ILiM.S. EXCELLENT. 

[Aulop^raph, in the possession of the Honourable Mrs. Newnham Oolliiigwood. 
Ui)on this letter Captain Collingwood wrote, “Nelson shifted his Jiroad Pendant 
into the Irresistible, his own yjiip being so Miauled.’' J 

Irresistible, February 10th, 17!)7. 

My dearest Friend, 

^ A friend in need is a friend indeed,’ was never more 
truly -verified than by your most noble and gallant conduct 


“ On the niorning after the Ihittle, the loth of Febrtiftry, Nelson went on board 
the Lively to see Sir Gilbert Elliot, but the late Vieerov luid just gone to the Victory, 
to Ciongratulato .Sh .lohn Jervis on the events of the preceding day. Nelson found, 
however. Colonel Driiikwater, whose relation of the substance of their conversation 
is of groat interest: — “‘Where is Sir Gilbert?’ was his first iiKiniiw. ‘Gone with 
Jjord Garlics to the Victory,’ wits my reply. ‘I hoped,’ he rejoined, ‘to have caught 
him before he saw the Admiral; but come below' witli me.’ And lie led the way to 
the cabin. Seated alone with the Commodore, I renewed, in the most expressive 
terms, my congratnlatious on Ids safety from the ])eiils of such a light, and on the 
Ncry distinguished part In* had ])ersoiuiIly taken in the Action, of which many parti- 
culars had by this lime reached tlie, J,iYely. He received my eomplimeuls with great 
modesty, tliough evidently with great satisfaction. I then remarked that, us the 
Lively would hear the glorious nows to Enghuid, 1 should feel mueh obliged by his 
giving Jiie as many ])artienlar,s of the jiroceedings of his Ship, the Captain, and of his 
own conduct in the eaptiive of the two Shijis, as he was disposed to communicate, 
tlur intimacy was sueli, that 1 felt no dillicully in drawing from him these details ; 
and this eircumstaneo will be an apology for my making these vcniavks with such 
great freedom. 1 observed to him, that ihejiositiou of the Ca})tuin appeared to all of 
us in the Lively, to he for a long lime most extraonlimiry and unaecouutable. Wc 
had expected every instant to see the yhip annihilated by the overpowering force to 
which she was singly o[»posed. in the animation of conversation, I went so far as 
to ask, ‘ How came you, Commodore, to get into that singular and perilous situa- 
tii.li?’ He good-naturedly replied, ‘Til tell you how it hapiioned. The Admiral’s 
intention, 1 saw, was to^cuit off the dciuehed yijuadron of eight Sail, and afterwards 
attack the main body, weakened by this separation. Observing, however, ns our 
{^•piudron lulvanccd, and beeauie engaged with the I'lieiny’a Ships, that the main 
body of the Enemy were jmshiug to join their friends to leeward, by ]>assing in the 
rear of our Squadron, 1 tlionglit, unless, by some pr-nupt and e.\traordimu-y measure, 
the main body could ho diverted from this coui-vc, until Sir .loliu (at that time in 
Action in the Victory) could roc their plan, his well-arratiged designs on the Enemy 
Nvonld be frustrated. 1 therefore tirdered the Captain to wear, and passing the rear 
of our Squadron, directed Captain Mill' r to steer for the centre of the Enemy's 
bleet, whore was their Admiral-in- Chief, seconded by two three-deckers, hoping by 
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yesterday in sparing the Captain from furtlicr loss ; and I beg, 
both as a public Officer and a friend, you will accept my most 
sincere thanks. I have not failed, by letter to the Admiral, 
to represent the eminent services of the Excellent. Tell me 
how you are; what arc your disasters? I cannot tell you 
much of the Captain’s, except by Note of Captain Miller’s, at 
two this morning, about sixty killed and wounded, masts bad. 


this proccediii}' lo confound them, and, if ]>ossil)le, make them change their course 
(jus Jie did,) ami tlius uflord Sir John Jervis time to see their niovements, and tiike 
measures to follow up his original intention.’ J do not say that Nelson expressed 
himself in exactly the above words, but his statement was to the same effect. 

“ In complianee wdth my request, he then gave mo the details of bis boarding the 
St. Nicohus, and afterwards the Sf. Josef, which are given in the original Nqrrative, 
adding the following particulars: — ‘lsaw(auid then he sp«)ke with increased ani- 
mation) that from tlie disabled state of the Captain, and the effective attack of the 
approiudiing Ihitish Ships, I was likely to have my bejiten oijponent taken from me ; 
1 therefore decided to board the St. Nicolas, wbie.h 1 had ehiedy fi)ught, and consi- 
dered to be my Prize. Orders were given to hiy the Captain aboard of her : the 
spritsail-yard passed iiito lier mizen- rigging. Lieutenant Perry, ^^ith tlic Ship's 
Hoarders, and Captain I’carsoii, with the (lOth llegimeiit, (acting as Marines on 
board the Captain,) soon got possession of the Lnemy’s Ship. Assisted by one of 
tlic Sailors, 1 got from the fore-cliains into the quarter-gallery, through the window, 
jind thence through the cahin to tlie quarter-deck, wlie.ro 1 found my giillaut friends 
already trin nip] unit.’ He then gave me the details of the extraordinary cirenmstaiices 
attending his afterwards getting jiosse.ssion of the St. Josef. Of course, my high 
adiuinitioii of his eoiidncL was often expressed, as he procj'cded in giving me tlu.'so 
very interesting particulars, of which 1 made pencil notes on a scrap of paper I 
found at hand; and these communications from my gallant frioinl were tin* more 
valuable from their being made before be had seen juiy other Ollieer of the l-'leef, 
except Ca]itain (J. Marlin, of the Irresistible, to whieb Ship ho had repaired for 
refreshment and repose, until the Captain, his own Ship, almost a wreck in her 
rigging, See.., could he put into nianngeable order. 

“Towards (be eonchisioji of this interesting interview, I rejinnted my eordinl 
felicitations at his personal safety, after such very i»erilous achieveiueuts. .1 tbeii 
adverted to tlic lionours that must attend stieh distinguished servjejis* ‘ Tlie 
Admiral,’ 1 oliservcd, ‘ will of course he made a Peer, and bis seconds in conunand 
noticed nceorilingly. As for you, Commodore,’ 1 continued, ‘ they will make you a 
Baronet.’ Tlic word was scarcely uttered, when placing his Imud on my arm, aiid, 
looking me most expressively in the face, lie said, ‘ No, no: if they want to mark 
my services, it must not be in that manner.’ ‘Oh.” said I, interrupting him, ‘lou 
wish to be made a Knight of the Bath for 1 could not imagine that his amhition, at 
that time, led him to expect a Peerage. My supposition proved to be eorreet, for he 
instantly answered me, ‘ Yes ; if my services have been of any value, let them be 
noticed in a w;iy that tlic public may know me, or them.’ 1 cannot distinctly 
remember which of these terms was used, but, from his manner, 1 could have no 
doubt of his meaning, that he wished to hear about his iierson some honorary 
(listJnetioi), to attract the iuiblic eye, and mark Jji.s |)rofe.ssiojial services,” — Norra-' 
live, pp. 
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&c. &c. Wc shall meet at Lagos; but I could not come near 
you without assuring you how sensible I am of your assist- 
ance in nearly a critical situation. Believe me, as ever, your 
most affectionate 

Horatio Nelson^ 


TO THE RIGHT IION. SIR GlLBEin’ ELLI01\ BART* 

[Autopfra])!!, in llio Miiito Tapers. Not liavii){? found Sir Gilbert Klliot on 
board tl>e Lively, Nelson, on his return to (he Jrresi.stible, iininediately wrote to 
him.]” 

My dear Sir, irresistible, 15th February, I"; 97. 

You will naturally, I know, be anxious for the safety of 
your friends, amongst whom I feel a pride to be numbered. I 

’ 'I'his Letter ought not to bo separatedi from the gtJhint Collingwood’s Reply: — 
“ My dour good Friend, “ Fxet'llonl, loth February, 1707. 

“ I'iist lot me congratulate you on tlic success of yesterday, on the brilliancy it 
ntta(di(Ml (0 the British Navy, and the humility it must cuiuse to its Enemies ; and 
then let mo congratulate my dear Commodore on the distinguished part which ho 
ever takes wheat lie honour and interests of his Country are at stake. It added very 
much to the satisfaction which I felt in thumping the Spaniards, that 1 released you 
a little. The highest rewards are due to you and Culloden ; you formed the plan of 
attack, — we Averc only accessories to the Doirs’ ruin ; for had tliey got on the otiior 
tack, they would have been sooner joined, and the business would have been less 
complete. We have come off pretty well, consirleriug : eleven killed, and fourteen 
wounded. You saw the four dccker going off this morning to Cadiz, — she should 
have come to Lagos, to make the thing better, hut no could not brace our yards up 
to get iiearor. I beg iny complimouts to Captain Miu'tin : 1 tliiiik he was at Jamaica 
when wc were. I am ever, my dear friend, affectionately yours, C. Colling wood.’’ 
— C(trr<‘Spon(hnicc of Vive. -Admiral Lord Ctdliinjicood, .^)th ed., vol. i. p. 

" Sir Gilbert Elliot’s Reply to this Letter is fortunatedy preserved: 

“ My dear Sir, Lively, lolJi Eehrnary, 1797. 

“ Yon will easily believe, I trust, the joy with which I wilnessed your glory yester- 
day. 'I'o have had any share in it is honour enough for one man’s life, hut to have 
been foremost on such n day could fall to your share alone. Nothing in the world 
was ever more noble than the transaction of the Captain from beginning to end, 
and the glorious group of your Ship uiulhertwo Prizes, fast in your gripe, was never 
surpassed, and I dare say never will. J am grieved to learn that you are wounded, 
however slightly yon talk of it. JVI.iy you speedily recover, a>id enjoy your honours 
and the gratitude ami admiration of your Country for many yiuirs, Avithont any 
abatement or rubbers of any kind ! i was in hop 's you were unhurt, by seeing you 
on board the Minerva, and hearing Ibe cheers you were saluted Avilh. I am happy 
to find Miller is not amongst the hurt. God bless you, my dear friend! since you 
let me call von so, for 1 mu iu»t likelv to decline a title so honourable to me, and 
belie At* me, &c. 

“ To Commodore Nelson. . “ Gilbert Elliot. 
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am proud In my Admiral thinking that my reputation has 
not been diminished by the events of yesterday. The Cap- 
tain is a wreck in hull and moists. We know not, exactly, but 
suppose near sixty killed: amongst the slightly wounded is 
myself, but it is only a contusion and of no consequence, unless 
an inflammation takes place in my bowels, which is the part 
injured. But they who play at balls must expect rubbers. 
Remember me to all my friends in the lively, and 
Believe me ever your most faithful 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO THE RIGHT ITON. SIR GILBERT ELLIOT. 

[Autograph, in the Minto Papers.] 

Irresislihlc, Eebriinry KUli, 170/, 

My dear Sir, 

Your affectionate and flattering letter is, I assure you, a 
sufficient reward for doing (what to me was a pleasure) 
duty. My Admiral and othei*s in the Fleet think nearly the 
same as you do of my conduct. To receive the Swords of the 
vanquished, on the quarter-deck of a Spanish First-rate, can 
seldom fall to the good fortune of any man. Miller is doing 
for you two Sketches of the Action, sufficient, I am sure, to 
please you, from your knowledge of its correctness. 

You will now, I am sure, think me an odd man, but still I 
hope you will agree with me in opinion, and if you can be 
instrumental in keeping back what I expect will happen, it 
will be an additional obligation, for very far is it from my dis- 
position to hold light the Honours of the Crown ; but I con- 
ceive to take hereditary Honours without a fortune to support 
the Dignity, is to lower that Honour it would be my pride to 
support in proper splendour. 

On the 1st of June, 12 th of April,® and other Glorious days. 
Baronetage has been bestowed on the Junior Flag Officers: 
this Honour is what I dread, for the reasons before given, and 
which I wish a friend to urge for me to Lord Spencer, or such 
o^^her of his Majesty’s Ministers as are supposed to advise the 


® The Battles of Lord Ilowe, in 1704, and Lord Rodney, in 1783. 
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C;)rown. There are other Honours, which die with the pos- 
sessor, and I should be proud to accept, if my efforts are 
thought worthy of the favour of my King.^ May health and 
every blessing attend you , and I pray for your speedy passage 
and a happy meeting with Lady Elliot and your family. And 
believe me ever, 

Your most obliged and faithful 

Horatio Nelson. 

Sir Gilbert Elliot, Bart. 


'I’O rilE REVEREND MR. NELSON, HILBOROUGTI. 

[Autnnrrnpb, in the NuLson Piipors. On tin! Ifith of February, the Fleet anchored, 
witli (luj Prizes, in Lagos Buy, to repair damages, and lo prepare for another Action, 
the Enemy being still at sea with twenty-three Sail of the Line, while the English 
had only lifteen.j 

Irresistible, Lagos Bay, February l/th, 1/97. 

My dear Brother, 

As reports may get abroad concerning me, I know it will 
be satisfactory to hear immediately from myself. I am, in 
reality, not near so much hurt as the Doctors fancied, and 
two days will restore me to perfect health, I shall only send 
you an extract of a letter from Sir Gilbert Elliot, who was a 
sj)ectator of the battle, viz. : — ^ You will easily believe, I trust, 
the joy with which I witnessed your glory yesterday. To 
have had any share in it is honour enough for one man’s life, 

* See (.'olonel Drinkwalc’r s Xarmtivt; in p. aiS, ante. Tlie Colonel’s memory 
seems to have failed him, when he said that the discovery of Nelson’s wishes, in his 
consersiUion on the I *Mh of I’ehniary, “ wais nut forgotten, or without consequences:” — 

“ As Wits »;\pected, his Majesty, in reward for Nelson's distinguished eundiiet, had 
intended to create him a Baronet. Sir Gilbert Elliot, who took si warm interest in 
Nelson’s welfsire, esilled on im; in Loudon, to imjiart this news; when I made 
known i(j him the purport of my eonverssuion on hoanl the l.ively, stud suggested 
that it was suhisahle lo msike this eirennistaneo known to the Government. Sir 
CJilhert saw the matter in the ssime light. He lost no time in eummuiLicaiing what 
had jisissed on tliis snhject to some memher of the (’uhinet, Lord Speneor, I believe, 
who was tlieu at the hesid (»f the Admiralty Board, and his Lordship took steps to 
nis'et Nrdson’s wishes, in the msinner most likely to gratify his feelings, by obtain- 
ing for him, instead of a Baronetcy, the. Ordm* of the Bath, altliongh for that puiqmse 
it. Was necessary to make him an E.\tra Knight.” — Narnitirr, p. But the 
al)ov/‘ Letter shews that Sir Gilbert Elliot was ucqnaintetl with Nelsons wishes 
as early us the lllth of Fehrmiry, and it is higlily prohjible that he represented 
them in the proper quartet. 11<‘ was not made an Knight of the Bath, 

there being a vacancy at the lime of his nomiiiatioiu 
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but to have been foremost on such a day could fall to your 
share alone. Nothing in the world was ever more noble than 
the transaction of the Captain from beginning to end, and the 
glorious group of your Ship and her two Prizes, fast in your 
gripe, was never surpassed, and I dare say never will, I am 
grieved to learn that you are wounded, however slightly you 
talk of it. May you speedily recover, and enjoy your honours 
and the gnatitude and admiration of your Country for many 
years, without any abatement or rubbers of any kind ! I was 
in hopes you were unhurt, by seeing you on board the 
Minerva, and hearing the cheers you were saluted with.’ 

The Admiral’s letter* will tell the rest. With kindest re- 
membrances to Mrs. Nelson, [and] family, and Aunt Mary, 
and all our friends at Swaffham, believe me, my dear brother, 

Your most affectionate 

lIoRATio Nelson. 


TO THE UEVEKEND DIXON IIOSTE. 


[From the Memoirs of Captain Sir William Hoste, Burt., vol. i. ]>. (iT.] 

Irresistible, Lugos Buy, Febrtiary litli, LJOT. 

• My dear Sir, 

You will be anxious to hear a line of your good and bravo 
William after the sharp services of the Captain on the 14tli. 
I have hitherto said so much of my dear William, that I can 
only repeat, his gallantry never can be exceeded, and that 
each day rivets him stronger to my heart. 

With best respects to Mrs. Hoste, believe me, my dear Sif, 
Your most obedient servant, 
Horatio Nelson. 

The Captain is so cut up that 1 am obliged to shift my 
Pendant. 


* This reinaik shews how confuleiitlv Nelson expected that full jiullce would Ite 
done to him in tlie JJispatch. 
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TO WILLIAI\I LOCKER, ESQ., LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR, ROYAL 
HOSPITAL, GREENWICH. 

f Autograph in the Locker Papers. On the day preceding the date of ihis Letter, 
— vi/., the JiOth of Fohruary, a Promotion took place, when Nelson heeaine a 
Heaii Admiral ok the Blue. On the same oe(?asion, tlie Into Admiral of the 
Fleet, Sir Charles Edmund Nugent, O.C.TL, obtuiiied his Flag, so that had Nelson 
lived to the present time, he would only have succeeded to the highest rank in his 
profession iji January, last year.^] 

My dear Friend, irresistible, Lagos Bay, February -^Ist, 1/01. 

I was too unwell to write you by the Lively ; but as I know 
how anxious you are for my w'elfare, both in health and repu- 

•'* TJiough numerous Letters from Nelson to his Wife art* inserted, only one extract 
has yet been given from Mrs. Nelson’s Letters to him. 'I'he exennihiry character of 
that amiable woman is lillle. known to the world; and it is only justice to her to 
stale that h(.*r Letters, which in their stvlc are perfectly simple and unatleeted, are 
fdled with expressions of warm aitaehment to her hiishaml, great anxiety for his 
safety, lively interest in his fame, and entire snhmission to his wishes. His father, 
whom she always calls “ our father," lived with her to tin* end of his life, and no 
daughter ever natelietl the declining health of her own parent, with more rare ami 
ull’ection than slie shewed to him. Of her ]turity of eomhmt her husband, even when 
the >^lave of a passion as romantic as it was unfortniiate. and criminal, bore tbe 
strongest testimony ; and it w as ernel, when honours were bestowed upon bis I’amily, 
that no jnark of National rcs]teel should have been shewn to his virtuous and neglected 
Widow. Some extracts from a few of her Letters, cannot fail to excite respect for 
her eharaefer and sympathy in h< r siibse/pieiit ini'.fortunes ; but befoiv inserting 
them, it is iin]>ossilde to resist giving the following pleasing notice of Lady Nelson, 
winch occurs in a Letter to tbe I'.ditor from a venerable Lady, the personal and inti- 
mate friend both of Lord and Lady Nelson, and the w ub/w of one of his bravest and 
most distingnished followers : — 

“ I will oidy say on tliis sad subject, that Lord Nelson always bore testimony to 
the merits of J.ady Nelson, and declared, in parting from lier, that he bad not one 
single eoinjilainl to make — that in temper, person, and in mind, she ^Yas eveiylbing 
he could wish. They had never had a quarrel ; hut the Syren had snug, and east 
her spell alamt him, and he was loo guileless in his nature, and too nnsus]u*eiing, to 
he aware of his (bingu’r until it was too lal«*. I am aware ol your iiit/*nu(»u not to 
todch upon this delicate subj«-ct : I only allude l«» it, in order to assure you, from 
luy personal knowledge, in ti long and iutituale aequaiiilanco, that Lady NelsoJi’s 
eouduet was not only allectioiiute, wise, and jtrudeui, hut admirable, throughout her 
married life, and that she had m»t a si’tgle repri/aeh to make herself. Ihe atfeetious 
of her liOrd W'crc alienated, not wlu*u they were together, luit at a distance, and 
hey<»nd the reucli of her mild and feminine virtues. I say not this to east unneces- 
sary hlanie on one wdiose memory I delight to honour, but only in justice to that 
truly go/»d and amiable woman, the residm of whose life was rendereil so unluipj)y by 
circuiustaiiees over which she had no eontrol. If mildness, j<nbearaiie<‘, ntid in- 
didgeuce to the weaknesses of human nature emdd have availed, her late would 
have been very different. No rcproivch ever passed her lips; niid when she parted 
VOL. ir. A A 
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tation, I send you a short Detail^ of the transactions of the 
Captain ; and if you approve of it, are at perfect liberty to 
insert in the newspapers, inserting the name of Commodore 


from her T.ord, on lioistin^ liis ugaiii, it was without the most distuut 
sns]»i( i()n thiit lie mcsnit it to he Hnal, niul that in tin’s life they were never to meet 
attain. I'"xeiise my troubling you with tlieso observations, as I am desirous that 
you shoulil know the worth of lier who has so often liccn misreim;sented, from the 
wish of many to cast the bhiiiu? anywhere, hut on liim who w'as so deservedly dear 
to the Nation. There never was a kinder heart than T.ord Nelson’s; hut he was a 
{•hild ill the liaiids of a very designing |»erson, and few, ]»er]mps, eoald have resisted 
the various artifices emidoyed to enslave the mind of the Hero, wiieii combined with 
great beauty, extraordinary talents, and the semhlnnce of an enlJmsja.stic attach- 
ment.” hady Nelson survived her hushimd many years, and died in her sixty eighth 
year, on the Tth of May, lS.il. 

On her Inishund’s promotion as a Rear-Admiral, Mrs. Nelson thus wrote to him: 

Fehrnarv iird, [1707.] 

“ My dearest Tlnshand, — Vesterday's Cia7.(*lle anthorixes our good Fntlier and 
)ny.se]f to eongratnlate yon on your being a Flag Ofliem*. May it please Ood your 
fame and snecesses oontinne and increase under this Promotion ! 1 never saw any- 

thing cIcn ate oiir Father e(|nnl to this. He repented with pleasure the hist words 
your good I’nch' [Captain 3lanriei: Snekliiig] t<dd him, ‘ that lie would live to see 
you an .Admiral.’ ” 

On the same occasion he Jieard from liis Fathei*: — 

“ My dear Roar .Admiral, 

“ J tlinnk my (toil with all tlio pow’cr of a grateful soul, for tlie mercies he has 
most graciously bestowed on me, in pres<'r\ing you amidst the imminent perils w hich 
so lately threatened yonr life at every moment ; and, annuigst otlior innumerable 
hles.sings, I must not forget the homity of Heaven in granting you a mind tliiil 
rejoices in the practice of those eminent virtues whirdi fmtn great and gor'd cha- 
racters. Not only my few acquaitilHiier's here, hut the prople in general met me at 
every corner with siieh handsonn* words, that 1 was ohligr'd to rr'tire from the j)uhlic 
eye. A wise I^Ioralist lias ohserved, that r-vrut hliss can rise but to u certain jiitch ; 
and this has heen verilir-d iit nu*. Thi' la’ight of glory to which your jtiofessioniil 
jtnlgmenl, united wltlt a prri|i« r degrer* <d’ lirayeiv, goarderl })y J’rovidcncc, has raised 
yon, tew sons, mv dear child, attain to, and fewr*r fathr'vs livt' to see. 'I'ears of Jov 
have itivolnidaiily trickh-d rlown loy funov,<-d r-heek. AVho could stand tlic fence of 
such general eougrafnlatir»u ? 'fhe iinnie and s«*r\iecs Nelson have sounded 
tljronghonl the t’ity of JJalh, from fhe eomnnnr ballad '-ingi'r to llie public tlu iitrt'. 
.toy spaikh;s In everv eye, and rh-^prniding Jirilain rhuw's hack her sable veil, atid 
smiles. It givr-'- me inw'iud siilisraetiou to know, that ilto launds you have wTeatlied 
s]t)'inig from tlio^^r- ]niiieiples and religion^ iruihs which alone iMmslitnte tin; Ilr’fo; 
suid llirnigli a t'iyie t’i<ovn is all \ou at pn'.'.inil n*a)>, it is tr) the mitid rif inesli 
ntahe- valtn*, and I have no dmilit will om- day hr*ar a grdden apple: that hehl ol' 
gloi\. in whieli yon have long been so eousjdcnous, is still rrpen. May (lorl e.oii 
finiie to he your prosr ivr i* from fh<‘ arrow fliat flietli by day, and tin- pestilence that 
walketh by night ! I am your atlectifuiate father, KumuM) Nklson.” — Clorh' (tiul 
vol. i. p. ;!.'d). The honorary Freedom of tlie City of Rath was vot»;d 
to Aitutiral Nelson on the ‘itlth day of March, 1707. He also received the Freedom 
(>( the ( itles of London, Norwich, Bristol, and of .several other Corporations. 

* 'fhe “ Remarks,” in p. Tlo. 
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instead of ‘ I.’ Captains Miller and Berry, &c., have authen- 
ticated the truth, till my quitting the San Josef to go on 
board the Minerve, and farther than this the Detail shoidd not 
be printed. As I do not write for the press, there may be 
parts of it which require the pruning-knife, wliich I desire you 
will use without fear. I pretend not to say that these Ships 
might not have fell, had I not boarded them ; but truly it was 
far from impossible but they might have forged into the 
Spanish Fleet as the other two Ships did. I hope for a good 
account of the Santissima Trinidad ; she has been seen 
without masts, and some of our Fri«:ates near her. 

February 21st. — Sir John has just sent mo word the Hope 
goes for England in a few minutes ; therefore, I can only say, 
believe me ever 

Your most affectionate friend, 

lIoiiATio Nelson. 

Captain Martin^ desires I make his best respects. My 
Pendant is in this Shi]L 


I'O WILlJAiM SI CKLING, KSQ. 

I’nnii 'I'lio AtluMiantm.' The Flcot suiUnl IVoin Liif^os Bayou llio •ionl. aiul 
aiK/liorod in (lio 'I'ujjfiis on tlu* of Folmcwy. Tlic Spanisb Lloot iil Cadiz 

on I he :jnl nf Muiv-li. J 

I rrosisiild*', oil' Laj^^os Bny, Fohniarv Jilrd, 17!)7. 

]N[y dear Sir, 

It was not till yesterday that I heard from Captain Naylor, 
of the Marines, and by a letter of November 21sl, Irom Mrs. 
Nelson, that I heard of my friend Miss Suckling’s marriage, 
or 1 should not have been so long in sending my congratu- 
lations on what I hope will turn out so pleasing an event.*’ I 
helve known her from her earliest days, and know that abetter 
heart does not inhabit any breast : pray write to her from me, 
and assure her from my heart I wish her every felicity. 

'I’Ik* Captain of ilio Im'-'i'iildr, now Aduiiial Sii- (JroiL;v Afartin, (i.('.B., 
(l.C.M.U. 

® Miss Siuikliiig, a naliiial o.‘ liis iiiirlo, Mr. Sncklii»g, nmrrii'd, on ilio 

lOtli of Novenibov J7!)0, lloiiry Wijib'y. Worotsirr. afienMuds of 

Walvcrn Hall, in Wjirwiuksldjv, who U' nmeil tho uanu' of (JinswoUlo, in Ls-M, on 
^uccecdijig lo ihc o^lutca of that family. 

A A 2 
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The event of the late Battle has been most glorious for 
England, and you will receive pleasure from the share I had in 
making it a most brilliant day, the most so of any I know in the 
Annals of England. Nelson's imtent Bridge for boarding 
First-rates”^ will be a saying never forgotten in this Fleet, 
whore all do me the justice that I deserve. The Victory, and 
every Ship in the Fleet, passing the glorious group, gave me 
three cheers. My hurt at the moment was nothing, but since, 
it has been attended with a suppression of urine, but the iii- 
llammation is gone ofi^ and I am nearly recovered. It is not 
impossible but we may meet the Dons again on our route to 
Lisbon, but I fancy I am to stay at sea when the Fleet enters 
the Tagus. You will observe that I have changed my Sliip; 
the Captain will never be fit to receive me again, and the 
Admiralty must send me a new Ship. I beg my best and 
kindest remembrances to Mrs. Suckling, jNIr. llumscy, and all 
our friends at Hampstead ; and believe me ever your most 
obliged and alFectionatc Nephew, 

IIoiiATK) Nklson.'' 


TO WADIIAAI WINDIfAAr, ESQ., FOR NOinVICH. 
i'Froin ( liU'ke ainl ^[‘Anlinr, v«l. i. ]>, : 

In r.'.isiiblc, oU'Jiisbon, •.Mitli Frluuiirv, 1 

Sir, 

Farlicular circumstances having put the Spanish llear- 
Admirafs Sword, Don Xavier Francisco Winthuvsen, into my 
hands^ on the most glorious 14th of February, and Admiral 


" p. .5 Mi, iiiilt*. 

^ About this period Xolson rccPiwd tlic followiii}' from II. H. H. tlio Diikt' 


of Chirem-o : — 

“ liiHnnoml, .lanuary Otli, IV.)7. 

“ Dear Sir, 

“ I am to atdtiiowlodjy^* the receipt if yours of ‘‘0111 October, Novcmli r 1 Ith, aial 
Nov«*mber ■it-'tli, all ^vlIiclJ came safe hand, and which 1 would ha' * auswt'rcd 
sooner, but 1 have been very much cn :agi*d in Parliament. J will begi hy rcplviii;?; 
to your account about the evacuation if Corsica, as it is ])artly ment d in yours 
of iOth October, and contains the whole of Novomher 1 1th. f rejoi rtith all my 
heart Uj<* Island is uo moiv* ours, and purlicnlarly, us nmler your jud: is arranjic- 

ment, we have hdl iiothini' behind. The inhabitants were never 01 r friends, ami 
ns Mie ports were hial, I think the expense wjls of no use; indeed, our I’leet always 
considered Leghoin as the best place to relit. 1 am confident you will ever dis- 
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Sir John Jervis having done me the honour of insisting on my 
keeping possession of it, I know no place where it would give 
me or my family more pleasure to have it kept, than in the 
Capital City of the (bounty in which I had the honour to be 
born. 

If, therefore, you think. Sir, that the Mjyor and (Corporation 
of Norwich would wish to accept such a present, I have to re- 
quest that you, as a Representative of Norwich, would send 
my Letter, and the box containing the Sword, to the Mayor. 

I am, &:c. 

Horatio Nelsox. 

TO THE MAYOR OF NORWICH;' 

[I'roni llio .A.ssciulily Hook of llie t'orponuioii (if Nonvicli.] 

I rrosislihlo, <»ir l.isljoii, ‘illlh Frlo’iunv, 1*<!R. 

Sir, 

Having the good fortune, on the most glorious 14th of 
February, to become ])ossosscd of the Sword of the Sj)anish 


yoiirsolf; ihorcl'oro \ouv oxonioiw may ami must havo asi<)ni>li('il ilio 
world, hut not nu’, who am so woll a(‘(|unint(Ml with yom‘ iia'iiis. Sf) liir for 
Corsica, which I hope we shall in future haiNc to its fate. 1 hclicvc in the 
iihililies of .Iciwis, and in the {^ood order and discipline of any l icet under his 
comnnind and more particularly of one vo well Otlieercd — still, however, even had 
Alan joLneil you, Itrrnt ij l in> llritish Ships ttiujltt ihil to he risketl a,i^iiinst flurh/- 
Jour tin- Fnemy. Man’s name introduces \<mr*s of'h'^lh Novemher, and I shall 
h('}:^in with him first. I iierfectlx a^ree with you that he has acted wr<>n,‘^, thoii^li 
I must dill'er front yott that his rcasniiiii”’ is right. As he received jio-irive orders 
IVom lioinc, an<l from .Ier\is, t») j<iin yon up tie' Alediierranean, he mn/li/ to 
have ffom' : still, howevi’r. the (JoM'rnmejit wt‘re itjjndicions in keejiing' the Fleet, 
up t!ie Alediierranean after the Fope ttnd King- <d‘ Najdes had made Feacin aiivl 
Corsica was no more ours. I rejoice yoti are at J.ishon, and hope you will never go 
farther again tluin (iihraltar. As (or Man's conduct about victmdling his Fleet, it ]»roves 
his insanity. 1 have the highe''t o]»inion of .lcr\is, and make no doubt he will do 
e.vcrything in his power. .\s for yon. m\ di*ar Friend, J hope and believe you have 
long known my opinion of you, and wlienever 1 am where 1 ought to he, namely, at 
the Head of the Navy, it will he both my dtity and inclination to distinguisli von. 
Write as cinmmstaiiees arise; for vour letters are invaluable. For the present. 
Adieu; and ever believe me. Hear !Sir, Yottrs sincerely, AAilliam . — .1 ufotjmph, in 
the Nelson Papers. 

” “Nohwich. — At a Quarterly A.sseiubly, held the did Alay, 1 <!)/ ; — Ordered, 
I’haf the Hoinirarv F’reedoiu oftliis Cif\ l»e ju'Csented tj)llis Royal Highness Pritiee 
William Frederick (Son of His Roy>d Highness the J)uke of (ilouccster ) m.w resi- 
dent in this Citv, and that ’.its Royal Highness he sworn at any Court of Mayoralty. 
Ibis day the Chaiuberhiin hrought into the Asseiuhlytho Sword lately sent by Rear 
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Rear Admiral Don Xavier Francisco Winthuysen, in the way 
set forth in the paper transmitted herewith, and being born 
in tlic County of Norfolk, I beg leave to present the Sword 
to the City of Norwich, in order to its being preserved as a 
Memento of the Event, and of my Alfection for my Native 
County. 

1 have the honour to be. Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

lIoiiATio Nelson. 


TO MRS. NELSON.^ 

'From C'larko uiid M‘Artlmr, vol. i. ]». .‘ 10 .“),] 

Idsboii, of Fclu'iiary, !<!)<. 

VV^e got up Jiere witli our Prizes tliis afternoon ; the Jiiore [ 
think of our late Action, the more I am astonished ; it abso- 
lutely appears a dream. The Sanlissiina Trinidad, of four 

AiliJiinil to Mr. .Mayor, v.itli tko foll(*\\ iiii*' laMtcr. Vido mIionp. Ami ilu'- 

A.s.sc‘]ni»]y do mmuimniish ivturn ’rijaiiK" to Adinira] NlIsojj for liis :itlomio)i to liis 
Native Coniity : And it is ordernl that the ll(»itorarv Freedom tins {.’iiy In- [nv- 
seiited to him, its a 'I'esiimony (d‘ the sense oiitertaiiied of liis f^nlhinl eomliiel in llu' 
Action on the gloii<ms 1 1th Fehniary. and ol tin! services he has rendered to his 
Khti-' and Country on various oeeasions, :nid that he he sworn a Freeman at any 
Court of Alayoralty ; And th<‘ Assembly reijUest the :Ma>or to transmit a Coi>y of 
this Order to Admiral Nelson .” — Front thr .Issrtnititj /yon/: of ///e Cnr/>nrn/ioii of 
JS'oncivh. 

^ It a])pears from tlkO lollowin';- F.xlraeis from .Mrs. N'elsojt’s Letter of the. 1 Itli (d 
Alareh, that ('omniodore Nelson hail written t») lier on the h'Jth of J'ehnmry, when 
the nisjiaich containin'^ un aec'mnl of the Victory hdr the h'leof, and aj^uin on the 
‘i’ind. To it wife’s, were united a niolher's fears for the elleei. (»f a Uallle, as her 
son, .Josiah Nisbet, was a .Midshipiuan of ilie ( .-iiilain ; — 

“ Nly dearest I lusluind, 

“ Yesterday f received your Letter of Febrn.irv Hhh. I liank Ood yon are wed, 
and .losiali. Al v anxiety was far beyond my jiowers of e\]>ression. Al. Nelson and 
Captain Loeker belnned humanely, and attentive to me. They wrote immediately, 
Captain l.ocker assniinj' me you were pi-rfeeil;. • 11, .Mam ice bi‘e|<infi^ me me to 
believe idle reports, the Oa/.etie s;i\ juj^ m,i; v.i-re slightly wounded, Aho;.';etIi( r, my 
dearest bnsbaiid. m* sutferin.cs were ;erea1. I.ady Sanmare/ [whose hiishand, Cap- 
tain Sir .lames Saiinnirez, cojiimatided the Orion in the Ihdth .] eame ninnino lo tt ll 
oie she had l.elicrs liom her hie hand — all this was on this day week. He s)>ea.ks 
generously and manly ahont, yon, and conelnded by sayiiifr, ‘ Commodore Nelson-^ 
conduct is above j-rai o.' Y ni were universally tlie subjeet of conversation.’' 

Mrs. Nelson ihei; described the polite speeches made to her, and thus ttaluralh 
expr. vsed her alarm ahont />o,irt!inif : — 

“ J all not he ni\self till I hear from you again. Wliat can 1 attempt to say 
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decks, lost five hundred killed and wounded ; had not my 
Ship been so cut up, I would have had her ; but it is well, 
thank God for it ! As to myself, I assure you I never was 
better, and rich in the praises of every man from the highest 
to the lowest in the ricet. The Spanish War will give us a 
Cottage and a piece of ground, which is all I want. I shall 
come one day or other laughing back, when we will retire 
from the busy scenes of life : I do not, however, mean to be 
a hermit; the Dons will give us a little money. 

If my Father should at any time wish for an y part that Is in 
my Agent’s hands, I beg he would always take it, for that 
would give me more real pleasure than buying house or land. 
I go to sea the day after to-morrow in this Ship, with a 
Squadron to be off Cadiz, consisting of the Irresistible, Orion, 
Szc. Sir John Jervis has already spread the Frigates ; and I 
shall return by the time his Fleet is ready for sea. 

Yours, &c. 

IIoiiATio Nelson. 

t(j you altoul J?(tar(lin^ ;* Von IniNO lu.v'injio''! wondeilully : yon IniM-' doDo 

iKMious cnoiif' li. Now may I — indocal I do — bri*- I hat yon Hoard 

a^iiin. 1,1‘tivr it 1'or (.%iplahis. Ilow rojoiood Jo. must liavo homi to lia\os('on you, 
althoiifi^li it \N»is hnl an of two months. 'I'o-morrow is onr woddiiipf-day, 

whoii ii ii doar linslumd, my (diild Ike best of futliors. I ln»[»o he will de'er\o 

all the blessings Providence Inis bestowed on him.” . . . “Do come home this 

summer, or in tin? autumn. It is said si »‘hang(‘ in Administiation would eertainlv 
buve liikeii place, had not this wonderful and fortunate Victory taken place. Admiral 
Parker, it seems, Jnid written the Captain and Cnllodmi hore the hrniit of the Aetioii, 
This iiifttant have 1 reeeived a letter from l.onl Hood, telling me Sir Ihdveri fabler 
v.as gone to Porlsmontli. Tbanb yon, my dearest bnsband, a thousand times, tor 
yunr letter of Fehrnary -i Jnd. Cod Ides:, mid protect yon, ami my J". — crown all your 
endeav<Mirs with success, and grant ns a happy meeting. I can bear all my i xtrenie 
good fortune. Vonr allcelimiate Wife, I’lt.VNCKS II. NTii-sox." — Antotfrup/i, in the 
Nelson Papers. 

■ The fears for his sttfeuy which his exploits hud exeited, again shew ihemselvi's in 
lier l.etter of the •..MMh of .Mareli: — “ I >ineeri'lv hope, my dear bnsband, that all 
these womlerinl and des])erale aetious — sneb us boarding Sliips — \on will leave to 
others. With the protection of a Supreme lleiiig, \on have aetinired a ebaraeier, 
or name, which till Ininds agree cannot la* greater: thcrefoiv, rest satisfied. hat 
docs Josiiih say to all this? he is seasoned.” — roiii. 
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TO SIR JAMES SAI'MAREZ, (.'APTAIX OF II.M.S. ORION. 


[Original, in the possession of the Dowager Lady de Saumarcz. The object of 
Nelson’s Squadron, was to watch the Spanish Fleet, and to intercept the Viceroy of 
Mexico, who was expected at Cadiz with a large treasure, escorted by two First 
Hates and a Seventy-four.] 


Rendezvous, — Secret. 

By Horatio Nelson, Esquire, Commodore, &c. 

S. S. West from Cape St. Vincent’s, about 25 leagues ; 
Latitude from 35° 50' N. to 36° 10' N., stretching from thence 
towards Lavachc, on the Coast of Barbary. A Ship will always 
be kept on the Rendezvous, in case I should leave it ; not finding 
me by the 17//i, to return to Lisbon^ 

Given on board the Irresistible at Lisbon, March 2nd, 


1797. 


Horatio Nelson. 


[Indorsed by Commodore Nelson.] 

Rendezvous not to be opened, but in case of separation. 


MKMOKAN'DA IlKSPFCTIN'O PUIZE MONEY. 

[Autograph, in the Nelson Papers.] 

[.Xppnrcntly about March, 171)7. j 

From August 10th 1796, Commodore Nelson has a right 
to share as a Flag-Officer. 

A Privateer taken by Minervc,“ sold for one thousand 
dollars. 

A Dutchman by ditto, condemned at Gibraltar, from Cette. 
A ditto by Diadem, and at Porto Ferrajo. 

Spanish Prizes known : 


Augustus Frederick 2,000 

Mahonesa. , . . • 10,000 

Spanish Polacca 2,000 


Ditto, ditto, by Miriervc 

(’arry forward 14,500 


* 'I'lu- words ill italics were added in Nelson’s own hand. 

* On the liOrd of December, 1100. 
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Brought forward 14,500 

St. Antonio 2,000 

Jcsu Maria 15,000 

Virgen del Carmen 1,000 

Active 1,000 

Nostra Signora 26,000 

Negro Arigo 6,000 

Signora Misericordia 16,000 

Cubano 25,000 

Santa Natolia 100,000 

Foudroyant 25,000 

Spanish Brig from Porto Rico, by Transfer . . 4,000 

Ditto, ditto, by Caroline and Seahorse . . . 12,000 

French and Spanish Brigs, by Pallas .... 8,000 

Spanish Brig, by Southampton 2,000 

Four Spanish Ships of War 180,000 


537,500'^ 


Thus far known : more are taken, but no particulars known. 


TO VI('1>AI)MIUA1. THE HOX. Wll.IJAM WAr.OKGUA VI-J 
flT’om tlu' “Inaval Cliroiudc,” vol. x. p.'-iso. | 

Maivli:., niH. 

My dear Admiral, 

I send you a Narrative* of the transactions of the Captain 
on the 14th of February, and also the Sword of one of the 
Officers (I believe Second Captain of the San Nicolas) with 
which he killed one of my seamen. 

How hard this wind is not to let us out, but I ho})c it is at 
its last gasp. Believe me, my dear Sir, 

Your most obliged and afFcctioiiatc humble servant, 

lIoiiATio Nelson.'^ 


* Sic, but tlio total is properly l!r<,oO0. 

* Tliiril in~eoniiiiaii(l on tin* Ittli of Tobruary, afienvnrtls rreated Lord lladstock, 
for bis services on that day- Many liCtters to Lord lladstoek troiii ^selsoii, will be 
Ibmul ill subsequent i)Jirts of this Work. 

* Vide p. ate, ante. 

® The news of tbe Vietoiy of the Utli of Febniarv reached London on the ;Ld of 
starch; and about the Jilst of that month Sir .lohn Jervis and his Officers and 
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10 ADMIRAL SIR JOtLV JERVIS, K.B. 

[From C'larkc aiul M‘j\vlliur, vol. i. j). .‘{‘lo. J 

[On or fiboiit 1*2111 1/^7.] 

It is almost a pity to give the Viceroy a chance of eluding 
our vigilance ; as yet we have never covered a less space than 
from twelve to twenty-eight leagues. Respecting myself, I 
wish to stay at sea, and as I liave directed Captain Miller to 
provide me with everything necessary, whether in tlic (hiptain 
or in any other Ship, 1 beg if any Linc-of-lhittlc Ships arc 
left out either on tliis side of the Straits, or to the eastward of 
Gibraltar, that I may be the man : and this brings forward a 
subject whicli I own is uppermost in my mind — the safety of 
our Troops.^ Should they embark from Elba, the lu’eneh 
have a number of Ships at Toulon, and may get two, three, or 
four ready, with a number of Frigates, and make a jiush for 
our Convoy. I am willing, as you know, to go eastward to 
cover them even to Porto Ferrajo, or off Toulon, or Minorca, 
as you may judge jirojicr; and if they are on their passage, 
you will not, I presume, go to the westward until they arrive 
at Gibraltar. 1 have said much, Imt you have spoiled me by 
allowing me to speak and write freely ; yet be assured I mean 
nothing further than my wish to undertake this service, if you 
approve of it. 

1 am, &c., 

IIoKATio Nelson. 


Mc-u received the ii|iiiruljiUi<iu of ilio King lur ilieii* smici:?, which he thus con 
veyed 10 Nelson : — 


‘‘ Vietorv, Titgii'', 2 1st of Miuch, I < !*7. 


-Sir, 

“ In ohcdiciieo to tlio eoiuin.inds of the l.ord-' Conimissiimers of ihi* Adininiliy 
h> far the pleusanlest I ever received, 1 have the honmir lo cinivey to \ou |»crs()i)all> 
llis Majesty's nlo^l yracioii'i :i|i|irol)atio)i if \our dhlinj^Mii^lied services in tlie Action 
with the Fleet of Sjiaii}, on the I Uh of Fehniary, .sif/nilied thnMi”-h Farl Spencer ;o 
tlie Lords Coinniissioners of liie Admiralty." — Sir .lolm .Icrvis also iran^mitted to 
him tlie ihiinks of hoili Houses id' I’arliaineul, mid of tlie Corporation of Loiidoji. — ■ 
C/arliC ((Hfl M' Arthur, ^ol. i, ji. ooti. Jt was prohuhly on the same oeeasiou that he 
was informed of his jiromolioji lo tlje rank of llear-Admiruh 
* Left at Elba, vide p, y;2;J, atitc. 
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TO JOHN ]M‘A11TTIUR, ESQ. 

[Autograpli, in tho j)osf<ossion of Mrs. Coinvay iMi*. INI ‘Artliiir, while Lordllood’s 
Sccrclury, w'us one of Nelson's Agents for I'nzes.] 

'Jrre^iistihle, off Lagos Bay, Maivli lOUi, liOL 

My Dear Sir, 

Your letter of November 30th, by Aurora, I only received the 
beginning of this month before I left Lisbon, and the various 
claims of Ships for Corsica. I believe if every Ship can be stated 
exactly as they state themselves, an opinion might be taken 
from an eminent lawyer. For instance, Tartar assisted in 
landing stores, and in drawing up one gun from such a time 
to such a time ; the Scout was in sight of Bastia from the 3rd 
to the 7 th, and was fired at — and so of the others. I do not 
liclieve that these claims ought greatly to diminish ua who had 
the whole service. I think when each Shi]) states her services, 
that we ought to resort to the King in (Council ; as to Ships 
licaring the guns, it is ridiculous. I heard the guns which were 
(ired at San Fioren/o — the Ships in Porto Ferrajo licard both. 
I wish you had told me about our Genoese vessels, which 
money we have lodged, 1 hojie, on interest — ])ray tell me 
about it. 

I am here looking for the Viceroy of jNIexico, with three 
Sail of tlic Line, and hope to meet him. Two First Rates and 
a 74 are with him ; but the larger the ships the better the mark, 
and who will not fight for dollars?” The Spanish Fleet arc 
in (hidi/, the Officers hooted and pelted by the mobility. 
Their first report was, the Action happening on a foggy day, 
when the fog cleared up, they only saw fifteen Sail of the 
Line, therefore concluded at least five were sunk in the 
Action. My usual good fortune attended me wliich I know 
will give you, amongst my other friends, satisfaction. I only 

“ Aiiioii}< l!u‘ nMiiifi’oii:- v. iilin (ni tin* \iciovv ni' St. Vinoeiil wore llir 

Ibllow Ill nl' tlic ^.-iSiTiiy itl' ypaiiisli Dollars wori! issiunl 

IVom tlir Bunk on llio JOlli ot .March. lolL ol' iho \;iliio of Is. (if/., hul they 
ffTiilhal on th<* Isl ol'Orlohrr, lu tin; •innr \{*:u'. On I’arh Dollar tl'.i' King bust 
wiis struck on lln> nook of Iho l\iii«^ of Spain: 

Tho luhlitional hcml on the Dollar hnpross’d 
Is to oinnilalo .lorvi-' I'anio; 

To liis vailour 'lis oAviii: ' it imisl be ooiifoss'il, 

Lnglainl inado an iinpvossioii on Spain. 
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got on board the Captain at seven o’elock in the evening of 
the 13th. I shall write Lord Hood when anything here 
oceurs. In the meantime I beg you will make my most kind 
remembrances to him and Lady Hood ; and do you believe 
me. 

Your most faithful humble servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO IJLS ROYAL IIIGIIXESS TIIK DUKE OF ( LAREXCE. 


[From Clnrke sunl M‘Arlhur, vol. i. p. 


Off Capo St. Vincent, Mavcli lUJE 


Sir, 

The Spani.sh lleet went into Cadiz on the 3rd of the month, 
the Santissima Trinidad with them. They acknowledge she 
had struck, but that a Seventy-four sent a boat on board, and 
hoisted her colours again, which they give as a reason why 
she did not lay her head towards our Fleet.' 1 feel a great 
satisfaction in this account being confirmed, as I believe all 
will allow that I had more action with her than any Ship in 
our Fleet ; and I am sure your Royal Highness will have plea- 
sure in likewise knowing, that my conduct has not escaped the 
notice of the Spanish Fleet, who now in (!adiz do justice to 
the Broad Pendant. 

I am looking out with an anxioiLs eye for the Viceroy of 
Mexico, but I fear he will go to Tcncriffe. The Spanish 
Fleet is, fit and unfit, thirty Sail of the Line in Cadiz, and I 


' It fipponiN ccriiiiii lliut tlio Simtissinia 'rrinidiul (li«l suvrcnilcr lirvsclf. 

Colonel Drinkwuler si.\.s — 

“1)1 the original Narnitivc, 1 incntioin d the circiunstanco douhiriiUy, iilihoii^li I 
can affirm that, in an interval of the ch;arin{^ away of tin* smoke, I saw a ^\hifc t):i[ 4 ' 
flying over the Spanish Ensj"n, inipoitinp her surrendm-. 1 incntiomMl tho fact to 
those near me at the time ; hut the diHeoinfited Shi[i, being at that inoiiicnt sup 
ported hy the division of eight Shijis ent oil’ in tin; morning, hut which had now 
rejoined their friends to wiJidward, drifted away under their protection, dismasted, 
and a log on the water. Sneh was her crippled stale, that slu; was allowed (o seiai 
rate from the main body of tlie Enemy's Fleet, and was seen (as was reported before 
the Jdvely left the British Sfjiindroii) alone, off Cape St. Mary’s, making the best ol 
lier way into Port, where she eventually arrived. Afaiiy years, however, <lid )i<>t 
fdapse before tlie same Santissima 'rrinidad heeame a prizi; to the Hero, who en- 
gaged her so gallantly on the 11th of Febriinn', in the still more inemoralde and 
trcmciiflous Battle off Capo Trafalgar, in October, isn.).” — Narrativv, p. *^1. 
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suppose twenty will be ready for sea by' the first week in 
April. I am assured fifteen Sail of the Line are ordered to 
Ferrol, and both Squadrons are destined for Brest, making 
thirty Sail from the two Ports of Cadiz and Ferrol. I trust 
Sir John Jervis will be reinforced ; at present his situation is 
not very pleasant. Eighteen two- decked Ships are to perform 
two services ; at least this is what strikes me as necessary, viz. 
to see our Army safe from Elba, and to })rcvent the Spanish 
Fleet sailing with impunity from Cadiz. If Sir John stays off 
Cadiz, the French will push out two or three Sail of the Line, 
and most probably take our Army ; if he goes into the Straits, 
the Detachment from Ckidiz gets unmolested to Ferrol : here 
is a choice of difficulties. I have ventured to propose to the 
Admiral, letting me go with two or three Sail of the Line, 
off Toulon, or to Elba, as may be necessary, and for the Fleet 
to stay outside. I beg your Royal llighncsjj will not think 
that 1 am in the habit of advising my Commandcr-in-Chief ; 
but Sir John Jervis has spoiled me by encouraging me to give 
my opinion freely; knowing that it is not impertinence in me, 
I have thought it right to say thus much. 

An American who left Cadiz two days past tells us, that 
Cordova” is sent to Madrid as a prisoner, and that every Ad- 
miral and Captain arc under arrest until their conduct can be 
inquired into ; and it is said they arc determined to fight us 
again. Captain Oakes is now at my elbow, and desires me to 
say everything respectful for him. 

I am, &c., 

Horatio Nelson. 

SKRVTrES PKRFOnMKD THIS WAR RV ( APTAIX XKLSOX, OF 
TIIS ]\rA.IKSTV’s SHIP ACJAMKAIXOX. 

[ ill the Nelson Papers. 'J'here is aiiollier Paper in !he same Collee- 

tioii, eontaiiiiiifjf slmihiv Notes; luul the few fuels stuteil in it, whieli do not oeenr in 
lliese Memonindu, are liere added vithin hraekets. j 

r Apparently written in Mareli, ITO'.J 

1793. 

August 19th. — Received the fire of Fort Cavaliero, and took 
a Ship from Marseilles bound to Smyrna. 


® The lato (’oinmamler iii Chief of the Spanish Fleet. 
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October 21st. — Engaged the Melpomene, of 40 guns, 420 
men; La Mincrve, 40 guns, 420 men; La Fortimee, 40 
guns, 350 men ; La Fleclic, 28 guns, 220 men ; when being 
much disabled, the Enemy left me. 

1794. 

January 21st. — Landed about four miles from San Fiorenzo : 
burnt the only water mill in that part of the (Country, and 
destroyed a magazine of corn and flour. Four French 
frigates were lying in San Fiorenzo. 

February 6th, — Landed at Centiiri : burnt four Polacca ships, 
loaded with wine for the French, at San Fiorenzo. 

February 8th. — Landed at Magginagio, burnt eight Sail of 
Vessels, took four, and destro^^ed about 2000 tons of wine. 
Captain Nelson struck the French colours with his own 
hand. 

February 12th. — Attacked a French courier-boat, whose 
crew got on shore at Caj)raja : after a very smart contest, in 
which I lost six men, carried her. 

February 19th, — Landed at I..avizena, took the tower of 
Mionio, distant three miles from Bastia, and drove the 
French within gun-shot of the walls of Bastia,'-* 

February 24th. — Run down the town of Bastia, and can- 
nonaded it for two hours. 

February 26t]i. — Drove the French from a work they were 
making to the southward of Bastia. 

March 18th. — Landed at Erbalonga, stayed on shore alom; wltli 
the (Corsicans for two days, and reconnoitred the wliole 
works of Bastia, from wliicli 1 gave iny decisive o])inion ns 
to the })racticability of taking the Town. 

April 3rd to May 26th. — Landed, for the Siege of Bastia, 
jointly with Colonel Villcttes, lOOtt 31arinc tr()o})s, 300 sea- 
men ; the Town surrendered May 22nd, after our batteries 
had been open forty days. 

June 18th to August 12th. — Landed for the Siege of Calvi: 
batteries opened July 5tli. Town surrendered August 10th ; 
batteries open twenty-six day.s. 


it up to tlio friomlly Corsicans." 
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[October 1st.— Took a Brig tinder the French battery of Cape 
Martin.] 

1790. 

March 13th. — Engaged the Ca Ira for two and a half hours; 
killed on board her 110 men. 

March 14tb. — Engaged with the Fleet. 

[.July 8th. — Fired at by tlic French Fleet.] 

July 13th. — Engaged with the Fleet. 

[August 14th. — Took some Enemy’s vessels under the Forts 
of Alassio.] 

vVugust 26tli. — Took eleven Sail out of Alassio.^ 

[September Gth. — Took a Brig from under the Fort of 
Oncglia.] 

1796. 

April 25th. — Took four Sail of Frenchmen from under the 
batteries of Jioano, after a smart contest. 

I May 8th. — Took two Vessels from under the batteries of 
Pietra.] 

May 31st. — Took six Sail of Frcnclunen from the l)atterics of 
Torre dclfAreno, after some resistance. 

(hvPTAIN. 

.Tidy 10th. — Took in conjuiiction with Major Duncan, the 
Fortresses and Town of Porto F'errajo. 

[Sc])tcinber 11th. — Fired at by the batteries of Genoa.] 

Se])teinbcr 18th. — Took in conjunction with Major Logan, 
the Island of Cajiraja, the Garrison surrendering prisoners 
of war. 

October 19th. — Embarked the Vice- Hoy, and all our troops 
from Bastia, the LTench. being in possession of the Citadel, 
and landed them the same day at IMrto I'crrajo. 

La jMixekve. 

December 19th. — IMught and took lai Santa Sabina of 40 
guns; twenty-eight I8-pv)unders on her main deck, 286 
men, after an action of two hours and fifty minutes. 

December 20th. — Fought the Santa \latilda of 34 guns. She 
ran away, or I am confident we should have taken her, 


In tl»(* otlu'r -Aiv m- 1 -.Miili. took nine Sail of Vessels.’' 
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we being at the same time closely pursued by two Spanish 
Ships of the Line and two Frigates. 

[1797.] 

February 14th, — Engaged with the Fleet. 


TO EARL SPEXCKR, FIRST LORD OF THE ADMIRALTY. 

[Aiitogrnpli ilmiiglit, in tlie Nolson Papers.] 

Captain, oft’ Cape St. Man’s, April ‘4iul, 1707. 

. My Lord, 

Yesterday I had the honour of receiving your Tiordship’s 
letter of March i7th, signifying to me his Majesty’s most 
gracious intention to confer on me the JNIost Honourable 
Order of tlie Bath, as a mark of his Royal approbation of my 
conduct on several occasions during the present War. May 
I presume, through your I.ordship, who have so favouralily 
represented my services to the King, to present my most pro- 
found and liumblc acknowledgments to his Majesty for this 
most distinguished mark of his Royal Favour ? 

I feel it would be presumptuous in me to say more than to 
acknowledge the very handsome manner in which your Lord- 
ship has been pleased to execute lus Majesty’s commands, 
and that I am, 

Your Lordship’s most obliged Servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 

* TO itKAR-ADMiBAL A'KLSO.V. 

“Adiuimlty, 17tli March, 1707, 

“ .Sir, 

“I Ijiivfi His Majesty’s coniinamls to acquaint yon, that in order to inarh his 
Royal ajijM’ohatiou of your successful and galhinl exertions on several occasions 
during the c(jiirse of the juTsent War in the Mediterranean, nnd more jairlicnlarlv of 
your very distinguished conduct in tlie glorious and luilliant Victory obtained over 
the Fleet of Spain hy llis .\rajcsty’s Flec‘t, under the command of Admiral Sir John 
Jervis, on the ] 1th of Fchriniry last, Ilis Majesty has been jdcased to signily his 
inlcinionof conferring on you tlie Most JTononrahle Order of the Rath, with which it. 
is tils Majesty’s pleasure that yon should he Invested, when the proper measures 
ciiu be taken for that purpose. T h.Tve great satisfaction in communicating to you 
this v»*iy distingiiished mark of the Royal approbation. 

“ I am. Sec. 


Spencer.” 
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TO HIS ROYAL HIGHXRSS TOE DUKE OF CLAREXCE. 

[From Clarke luul M‘Artliur, vol. ii. p. fi.] 

‘-2ud April, 1707. 

Your Rojal Highness, who has known me for every hour 
upwjirds of sixteen years, will do me justice in saying, that at 
no one period of my life did my zeal and duty to my King 
and Country abate ; and I must rejoice in having gained the 
good opinion of my Sovereign, which I once was given to 
understand I had no likelihood of enjoying.^ With every 
sentiment of the most dutiful attachment, believe me to be 
your Royal Highness’s faithful servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO MRS. NELSON. 

[From Clarke aiul ALArthiir, vol. ii. p. C.] 

April, I "1 07. 

Though we can afford no more than a Cottage — yet, with a 
contented mind, my dearest Fanny, my Chains, Medals, and 
Ribbons arc all-sufficient We must be contented with a little, 
and the cottage near Norwich, or any other place you like 
better, will, I assure you, satisfy me. Do not mention this 
mark of the Royal Favour^ to any one except my Father. Be 
assured, whether my letters arc long or short, yet still that my 
heart is entirely with you. With love to my father, believe 
me your most affectionate husband, 

Horatio Nelson. 

TO THE REVEREND MR, NELSON. IIILROROIGH. 
i Autoi^^'npli i» tlic* Nelson I’aper.s.J 

(.'aptain, oIVCapo St. Viiici'iit's, .‘\[iiil (ill), I'JO"). 

My dear Brother, 

Many thanks for your kind letter of March 1 3th, and I beg 
you will thank «all our friends for their kind congratulations ; 
and I must be delighted, when, from the King to the Feasant, 
all arc willing to do me honour. But I will partake of no- 

“ Vide vol. i. p. 

* The Order of the Rath. Though ). ' was appointed oj) the Fah of March, the 
lloiionr was not iiotilied in the London ‘lazetie until the ‘Dth of May. 

VOL, n. B B 
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thing but what shall include Collingwood and Troubridge.“ 
We are the only three Ships who made great exertions on 
that glorious day : the others did their duty, and some not 
exactly to my satisfaction. We ought to have had the San« 
tissima Trinidad and the Soberano, seventy- four. They 
belonged to us by conquest, and only wanted some good 
fellow to get alongside them, and they were ours. But it is 
well ; and for that reason only we do not like to say much. 

Sir John Jervis is not quite contented, but says nothing 
publicly. An anecdote in the Action is honourable to the 
Admiral, and to Troubridge and myself. Calder'^ said, ‘ Sir, 
the Captain and Culloden are separated from the Fleet, and 
unsupported : shall we recall them T — ^ I will not have them 
recalled. I put my faith in those Ships : it is a disgrace that 
they arc not supported and separated.’ • 

Success hides a multitude of faults. We have just spoke 
a Vessel from Cadiz : Cordova and three Captains are con- 
demned to be shot; but it is said Cordova’s sentence will 
not be carried into execution, but I should think it will, to 
appease the people ; but he certainly does not deserve it, 
although many of his Fleet do. The Admiral joined me from 
Lisbon on the 2nd, and on the 3rd, we looked into Cadiz. 
Their West India Convoy was to have sailed that day : now 
I do not expect they will sail this summer ; for I have no 
idea they will fight us again. However, they may, in a month 
or two, be forced out. I am come off here to look for the 
Viceroy, with Culloden and Zealous, and La Minerve ; but I 
do not expect any success. You will not l)c surprised to hear 
I have declined all hereditary Honours ; and as to entailing a 
Title, unless you have a good estate to send with it, you send 
misery ; and, till I became a Flag-officer, I had not made both 
ends meet. Chains and Medals arc what no fortune or con- 
nexion in England can obtain ; and I shall feel prouder of 
those than all the Titles in the King’s power to bestow. Pray 
remember me kindly to Mrs. Nelson, our Aunt, your Chil- 
dren, the Ilolfcs, and all our friends at Swaffhain, and believe 
me ever, your most affectionate brother, 

Horatio Nelson. 

Alluilin^ to tlo» partial difitributioii of Medals for Lord Howe’s Victory in 1791. 

l^rs^ Captain to Sir John Jervis, or Captain of the Fleet. 
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Captain Berry, who is a Post- Captain, late my First Lieu- 
tenant, has promised to call upon you. He is going to visit 
a sister, who is married, and lives at or near Tofts. You will 
find him a very pleasant and gentlemanlike man. 


TO JOHN JVrARTIlUR, ESQ. 

[AutograpTi, in tlic possession of Mrs. Conway.] 

CaiJtain, off Cadiz, lOtli April, 1797. 

My dear Sir, 

Many thanks for your most kind congratulations on our late 
success ; but I hope soon the good people of England will have 
something else to talk about — more recent victories ; for if our 
Ships arc but t^arried close by the Officers, I will answer for a 
British Fleet being always successful. I have to thank you 
for your account of Prizes pending in the Admiralty Court, 
and will, as soon as I have time, and get hold of Cockburn,‘ 
send you the names of the Ships who share for them, and also 
the power to take the money for distribution, but we had 
better be sure of no appeals before we hurry the payment. 

The Spaniards threaten us they will come out, and take their 
revenge : the sooner the better; but I will not believe it till I 
see it ; and if they do, what will the mines of Mexico or Peru 
signify, compared with the honour I doubt not we shall gain 
by fighting an angry Don ? They will have thirty Sail of the 
Lino, we twenty or twenty-two ; but fear we shall have a peace 
before they arc ready to come out. What a sad thing that will 
be I We have reports of great expected changes ; whoever is 
Minister, will, I hope, get us an honourable peace. 1 suppose 
a Ship is to be sent out for me, but I hope not the Gibraltar. 
The Captain is little better than a wreck. When you see 
Lord Hood, I beg you will make my kindest remembrances 
to his Lordship and Lady Hood; and believe me, my dear 
Sir, your much obliged, 

Horatio Nelson. 

' Captain, now Admiral Sir George so onon mentioned; he tlicn com- 

manded La Minerve. 


r n 2 
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TO JOHN M'AHTIIUR, epq. 
f Autograph, ui the posse-ssioii of Mrs. Couway.] 

Captain, olf Cadiz, April 10th, 171)7. 

Dear Sir, 

In answer to your circular letter of January 31st, just 
received, I send you my opinion relative to Bastia and Calvi ; 
and desire that should the unjust claims of the Windsor 
Castle and Inflexible, with many others, be attended to, that 
a claim is laid in for San Fiorenzo for the Agamemnon, as 
she was one of the Ships actually employed in the blockade of 
the Port, and without which no Frigates could have been 
taken, and also never being out of licaring of the guns, and 
making a diversion of the Enemy’s Force by two landings on 
the opposite side of the Island, about twelve miles distant, 
and cannonading Bastia, &c. See. 

I am, dear Sir, your very humble Servant, 

Ho HAT 10 Nelson. 

This claim is only just, if the others, far less so, are com- 
plied with. II. N. 

Meleager, Ainphitritc, Lcda, See. See., Billet, and innume- 
rable gun-boats, must not be forgot, should all ridiculous 
claims be allowed. 11. N. 

If Captains Hunt and Bullen share, 1 insist that Hallowell 
do the same, I am ready to bear testimony he did more service 
than most of iis. 


10 JOIIX ArARTlIim, ESQ. 

[Originul, signed by Eear Adiiiiial Nelson, in Ihe possession orALs. Conway.] 

Bastia. 

Victory, Princess Royal, Fortitude, Agamemnon, Gorgon, 
arc the only Ships employed, first to the last, at Bastia. 
The Illustrious and Tartar, with the L’lmpcricuse, had more 
of the Siege than any other Ships except those first men- 
tioned. Tlie others came and went occasionally to the 
Commandor-in-Chief ; and, of course, if any service was 
to bo performed during their stay, or they could bring any- 
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thing from the places they canic from, of course they could 
not do otherwise than do so. The Terrible came one 
day, and several other Ships ; but I cannot conceive they can 
have a right to share equal to every Ship and man who was 
employed, at the imminent risk of his life, from the first to 
the last. But, so far from throwing any impediment in the 
w^ay, I am ready they should share in the manner as follows : 
— Let each Ship state the number of days she was actually 
employed in the Siege of Bastia, which will, of course, give 
the number of men, and let it be divided in this manner. It 
may give a little trouble ; but then the man "who served forty- 
nine days will be paid, and the man who served one day will 
also be paid, each according to his labour. If the Officers who 
are interested, being there the whole Siege, agree, with me, 
I desire the point may not be given up . — Answer to the First 
Answer to the SecomL — TIic Troops serving as Marines, and 
the Marines of ever}' Ship of the Line and Frigate in the 
Fleet being ordered ashore for the Siege of Bastia, by Sir 
William Scott’s opinion every Ship ought to share, who had any 
men belonging to her on shore, on the principle, I suppose, 
that those on board did their dul3% It appears very fair; and 
is Sir William Scott prepared to say, that as the Ships arc to 
share with us who arc on shore, that we shall share with 
those who arc affoat, and took prizes? It it is justice to one, it is 
so to the other. The Alcidc and Fgmont are in the same state 
as other Ships in tlic Fleet, except bringing part of the Troops 
from San Fiorenzo, and, of course, liaving the trouble of landing 
them, and assisting from April 4th to April 11th, by landing 
Officers and Seamen A\diich were then embarked, and only 
the Soldiers remained during the Siege. 

, Answer to the Third . — The ^Yindsor Castle can have less 
right to share than almost any Ship. She was laying in San 
Fiorenzo. If a Cominandcr-in-(ffncf chooses to order one 
hundred men out of ever} Ship in his licet, can this entitle 
those men to share for prizes taken by that Ship t Most of 
the Ships brought out of Toulon had men lent from diffcicnt 
Ships : I will be bold to say, not one of those men wcic in 
any Prize List for those Ships ; nor, if those Ships they were 
lent to had taken a Prize, would the Ships they belonged to 
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have presumed to claim as aiding and assisting at the capture? 
For instance, the Captain has fifty men on board the San 
Josef, late her Prize, but now commissioned : should the San 
Josef take a Prize going home, by Sir William Scott’s 
opinion the Captain has a right to claim, on the ground that 
part of the company of the Captain were on board at the capture, 
and the Prize could not have been taken but by the assistance of 
men lent from different Ships. By the Proclamation, those 
men cannot share for what the Captain takes, nor can the Cap- 
tain share for what those men may take : at all events the 
Officers ai’c different. I dispute the Windsor Castle sharing. 

Ansioer to the Fourtiu — The Scout to be allowed the number 
of days. Dido and L’Aigle not one moment employed during 
the Siege. They probably brought something from Leghorn 
which we wanted. They are different from Romney and 
Tartar, who had some hard fag ; and for a number of days 
every Ship in the Mediterranean was part of the hostile Force, 
as Sir William Scott calls it ; for each had some men on shore. 

Ansioer to the Fifth, — Captain Ferris has no claim, but just 
as much as the Windsor Castle and many other Ships. 

Answer to the Sixth, — Captain Bullenand Captain Hunt were 
employed during the Siege, and, in justice, have a right to 
share ; but what does the Proclamation say ? I suppose these 
gentlemen to be Volunteers on board Ship — how would they 
share? — not with the Captains, but as Volunteers, with the 
last class; nor can a Commandcr-in-Chief order two Captains 
to share for the same Ship. But, for my part, I desire that these 
gentlemen may be put upon the Prize List, as Captains. Why is 
Captain Hallowell omitted ? He rendered more service than 
almost any other Officer. If these share, I insist that he does. 

Answer to the Last, — Every Ship that is commissioned by 
Great Britain must, in a certain degree, contribute to the 
success of her Arms, in every quarter of the Globe, although 
not actually present. For instance, had there been no Fleet 
in the Channel, the French might have come up the Mediter- 
ranean and taken us all : therefore the Home Fleet xertaiiily 
took care of us and covered us. The farther they kept the 
Enemy off, the more to their credit. This reasoning of Sir 
William Scott’s is carried too far. On the whole I desire the 
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opinion of the first-named Ships may be taken, and I agree 
with the majority. 

But how will Lieutenant Colonel Villettes, Major Brereton, 
two Lieutenants Duncan, Lieutenant de Butts, and twenty- 
five Artillery-men feel ? The Army at San Fiorenzo may claim 
for being present at the surrender ; for I saw them peeping 
over the rocks like so many eagles, and certainly within hear- 
ing of the guns during the whole Siege. 

I once before said I thought it must be laid before the 
King in Council. 

Horatio Nelson. 

Calvi. 

Ansioer to the First — The Sincere, Captain Shields, most 
certainly entitled to share. 

Answer to the Seco/id . — The L’Aiglc, Captain Hood, most 
certainly entitled. 

Answer to the Third — Not correctly stated. The St. Fiorenzo 
not one moment employed, or even in sight of Calvi, during 
the Siege. Sir Charles Hamilton was Captain of the Dido 
part of the time — then Captain Towry. The Dido most 
certainly entitled to share, but not tioo Captains. 

Answer to the Fourth , — The Britannia, No. Mis-stated 
her situation. The Commandcr-in-Chief being eruizing off 
Calvi in the latter end of July, the Britannia, Admiral Hothain, 
came to him: on her return to Port from off’ Gourjean, 
Lieutenant Gourly came on shore with some empty wine- 
pipes when I was mounting the very last gun. Our batteries 
had been open upwards of three WTcks. This is all I know^ of 
the Britannia, or all the assistance I received from her. I 
never m\\ consent to her sharing, if any one will join me. 

, Answer to the Fifth , — La Lutine, Captain M‘Namara, clearly 
entitled to share. 

Ansxoer to the Sicth.— The Inflexible, No. When going 
to the Siege of Calvi, I ordered thirty men and a Midshipman 
of that Ship to be lent to the Agamemnon, and the people 
are borne as part of the Agamemnon’s crew. The Captain, nor 
Officers, or other part of the crew, shall never share with my 
consent. 

Answer to the Seventh — Captain Hallowell and Captain 
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Serocold afe, by tlicir gallantr}^, entitled to share as Field 
Officers ; but being not in commission, how far, by the King’s 
Proclamation, can they share with the Navy ? Ought they 
not to be paid jointly out of the whole capture ? It was not 
particularly Naval service, but joint service. But, however 
this may be, I desire my consent may be given to their sharing 
equal to myself Captain Cook was employed in landing the 
Troops, and erecting batteries, and of course is much more 
entitled than the Britannia, or any Ship who only came to the 
(’ominander-in-(Jhicf. 

The other Ships are not stated; therefore I know not who 
claims. 

Horatio Nelson. 

TO AD311RAJ. SiR JOFIN JKUVLS K.B. 

[^From Clarke and M'Ardinr, vul. ii. p. /.j 

April 1 1 til, 1 

I shall endeavour by fair means to accomplish your wishes 
in the blockade, I have myself no idea that the Spanish Fleet 
will be ready for sea for some months ; and I own, Sir, that 
my feelings are alive for the safety of our Army from Elba. 
If the French get out two Sail of the Line, which I am con- 
fident they may do, our Troops arc lost, and what a triumph 
'would that be to them ! I know you have many difficulties to 
contend with, but I am anxious that nothing should miscarry 
under your orders. If you think a Detachment can be spared, 
I am ready to go and do my best for their protection. At all 
events, I trust you will not imagine that my taking the great 
liberty of thus mentioning my thoughts, arises from any other 
motive than affection towards you. 

I am, &c. 

'Horatio Nelson,’ 

* About this date he rreehed the following Lellrr from the Commander in- 
Cliief: — 

“ VilJe do Paris, Lisbon, .‘list IMmrli, 17117. 

“ AIv dear Admiriil, 

“ Many tbank-s for your letters, and the iiitclligeiiec sent you from Lugos. 13y a 
letter 1 rereived yesterday from the neighbourhood of it, I learn that Gravina is 
working hard to get the Fleet forward ; eighteen Sail of the Lino and several Frigates 
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TO THE yViMERJCAN AAD DAMSII ( ONSULS AT CADIZ. 

[From ii Copy in the Adminilly.] 

His Britannic Majesty’s Ship Captain, oDF Cadiz, 11th April, 1T07. 

Sir, 

In consequence of the unprovoked declaration of War by 
the King of Spain, against his Britannic Majesty and the 
British Nation, it is thought right that Spain should no longer 
have any Trade: 

I have, therefore, the honour to acquaint you, that no 

appeared ready for sea on the ‘i.'lrd, and the report at Cadiz was, that tliey would 
sail to-morrow; therefore keep a sharp look-out. The arrival of Hir Robert C alder 
has detained me three days longer tlnm 1 intended, to deliver his Ship from a large 
fiuaiitily of useful stores, uiul to remove myself aud suite into the Villc de Paris, I 
liojie to get over the liar with most of the Squadron in the (bourse of tliis day. The 
rich Ships from La Vera Cruz ami the llavaniuih are certainly on their passage, 
and much agitation is felt in Spain on that account: therefore (Iravina may be 
forced out. 'I’he Spanish Charge here sent an express to Madrid on Monday, to 
gi\e an account of the reinforeeinent from England, aud of my drojqiiiig dowji below 
the castle iti the Victory: whether this will produce a cliange of iiitemitm we shall 
soon see. All here send you their host regards: say everything proper for us to 
Captain Miller aud your >\ orlhies, aud be assured 1 am youvs most truly, J.Jeuvis.” 
— Clorh' (Old M*Ji'fhnr. 

Sir Robert Cahlor hroiight Nelson this heautiful Letter — so eharaelcristie ot the 
nife of a Naval Veteran — from J.ady Parker, the wife of his early patron. Sir Peter 
Parker, Bmt., then an .\dmiral of the White ami Commamler-in Chief at Ports- 
mouth : — 

‘‘ INirlsinouth, loth March, 111)7, 

“ My dear Nelson, 

I cannot let Sir Rola>rt Cahler sail from hence without writing you a it*w lines. 
There are no (‘xjin^ssious in the Ihiglish language, that 1 jun acquaiiifed with, equal 
to eoiivc'v the idea whieli 1 hav«‘ of your gallant and miMitovious exertinus in your 
Country's cause upon all oeeasions. Your eouduet on the meinoralilc Ikth of 
Lehnniry, a proud day for Old England, is ahoNc all praise; it never was nor ever can 
h(! equalled. All that I shall sav is, that your molher eouhl not have heard of vour 
deeds with more alfeelion, nor could she he more rejoiced at your personal eseape 
from all the dangers to which you were exposed on that glorious day. Long may 
you live, my dear Nelson, nn ornament to your Country and your I’roiession, is the 
sincere wi.sh of your old eommamler Sir I’eter and my'-rlf, ami eveuy hraiieh of our 
family. I’ray otter my most utteeliomitc regards to your truly able and gallant 
Comniaiuler-iu-Chief ; he shall hencefortli he my \ alentine. 1 must reiiuest you 
also to remeuiher me to dear, good Colliugwood, m tlie kindest maun -r; I juu very 
happy at the glory ho lias gained: reineinl'er me also to Heorge Alartin, and the 
wholes of the invineihle Fifleen that 1 have tJie honour of knowing. Lod bless you, 
my dear Nelson, your atteetioiiatc and sincere friend, Mabgaiiet P.vbker. — Jn/o- 
yrap/jjin the Nelson Papers. 
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Neutral Vessel will be permitted in future to enter or leave 
the Port of Cadiz, unless by leave obtained from me, or the 
Coramander-in-Chief of the British Fleet ; and that, from this 
moment, Cadiz is to be considered as a blockaded Port. I 
have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO THE RESPECITVE CAPTAINS UNDER THE ORDERS OE 
REAR-ADMIRAL NELSON. 

[From a Copy, in the AdininiUy. j 

By Horatio Nelson, Esq., Rear-Admiral of the BJuc, 
See. &c. Sec. 

Admiral Sir John Jervis having directed me to form the 
blockade of Cadiz, and to prevent the entrance or de})artiirc 
of the Trade to and fro, with all the precision in my power — 

You are therefore hereby directed, when you board any 
Ships bound to Cadiz, to acquaint the Master of such Ship that 
the Port is blockaded, and that he must seek another market; 
and in case of boarding any Vessel from Cadiz, you arc to 
direct their return into that Port, unless they should be in 
ballast, w^hen they may be allowed to proceed on their 
voyage. 

You will, I am confident, execute this service with all civility 
and attention to the Nations in amity with Great Britain. 

Given on board the Captain, off Cadiz, 
the ilth April, 1797. 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO ADiMlRAL SIR JOHN JLRVJiS* K.B.^ 


[From Clarke ami M'Arthur, vol. ii. p. 7.] 


1-hli April, 1707. 


My dear Sir, 

Troubridge talked to me last night about the Viceroy at 
Teneriffe. Since I first believed it was possible that his Ex- 


’ (Jn the l*ith of April, Sir John Jervis thanked him for his friendly hint about 
Porto Ferrajo, and for his offer to go in «iuest of it, of which he said he availed 
himself by sending him orders to proceed with the Captain, Colossus, and Letmder, 
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ccllency might have gone there, I have endeavoured to make 
myself master of the situation and means of approach by sea 
and land. I shall begin by sea. 

The Spanish Ships generally moor with two cables to the 
sea, and four cables from their sterns to the shore ; therefore, 
although we might get to be masters of them, should the wind 
not come off the shore, it does not appear certain we should 
succeed so completely as we might wish. As to any opposi- 
tion, except from natural impediments, I should not think it 
would avail. I do not reckon myself equal to Blake but if 
I recollect right, he was more obliged to the wind coming off 
the land, than to an^^ exertions of his own : fortune favoured 
the gallant attempt, and may do so again. But it becomes 
my duty to state all the difficulties, as you have done me the 
honour to desire me to enter on the subject. 

The approach by sea to the anchoring place is under very 
high land, passing three valleys ; therefore the wind is cither 
in from the sea, or squally with calms from the mountains. 
Sometimes in a night a Ship may get in with the land-wind 
and moderate weather. So much for the sea attack, which, 
if you approve, I am ready and willing to look at, or to carry 
into execution. But now comes my plan, which could not 
fail of success, would immortalize the undertakers, ruin Spain, 


lu (lilimltar, nud thonot* up tUo Mfdiiovv.moau. Sir .lulni J^u'vis said he hud vensou 
to tliiuk tliat llie Garrison was on its way to (Jihraltiir, under the es'-ort of the 
In^’oiislant, Captain I’renniiiih*. He added that the Dido and Terpsichore were 
goiiif' tf) Santa Cruz, 'reiieritfe, to ascertain whether the Vice-Hoy of Mexico was 
Hctually tliere ; that there was no oilier news from Knpfhind than that Karl llowc 
was {?(»ing to leave Hath to he invested with the Garter, “ which event was made 
known to him hy letter muh-r His Majesty’s own hand.” Cpou this passage in Sir 
.loliii .Tervis's l.etter it may he remarked, that glorious as were the Naval Victories 
of the leign of King George the Third, no Admiral except Lord Howe ever obtained 
the Garter, and that it w’as the great ohject of Karl St. Vincent’s amhition to the 
last Inmr of his life. .Several eminent military Cnmmanders have been made Kniglits 
el the Garter, hut probably none of them except the Duke of Wellington would 
have been honoured with the distinction had they mn been Peers hy descent. 

" lu April, Kh’il , Admiral lV»ake having veecivetl information that six Spaidsli 
galleons laden witli silver, and ten other Ships, had put into Santa Cruz at Teneriffe, 
immediately resolved to attempt ilesirowng them. Ho sueceeded in the attack, and 
burnt the wliole Spnnivsli Fleet down to the water's edge, except two Ships which 
■‘'link ; and then the wind veering to tin- south-west, he passed with the Fleet safe 
out of port again.— OwfjjfceW’.s Advurah, vol. ii. p. ‘Mh. Sec also Clarendon’s 
ilhiory of the livhvUtoHy ed. iS’iO, vol. vii. p. ‘211. 
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and has every prospect of raising our Country to a higher 
pitch of wealth tlwiii she ever yet attained : but here soldiers 
must be consulted, and I know from experience, excepting 
General O’Hara, they liavc not the same boldness in under- 
taking a political measure that we have ; we look to the 
benefit of our Country, and risk our own fame every day to 
serve her; a Soldier obeys his orders, and no more. By 
saying Soldiers should be consulted, you will guess I mean 
the army of 3700 men from Elba, with cannon, mortars, and 
every implement now embarked ; they would do the business 
in three days, probably much less. I will undertake with a 
very small Squadron to do the Naval part. The shore, 
although not very easy of access, yet is so steep, that the 
Transports may run in and land the Army in one day. The 
water is conveyed to the Town in wooden troughs: this 
supply cut offj would probably induce a very speedy sur- 
render ; good terms for the Town, private property secured 
to the Islanders, and only the delivery of ])u])]ic stores and 
foreign Merchandise demanded, with threats of utter destruc- 
tion if one gun is fired. In short, the business could not mis- 
carry. 

Now it conics for me to discover what might induce 
General de Burgh to act in this business. All the risk and 
responsibility must rest with you. A fair representation 
should also be made by you of the great National advantages 
that would arise to our Country, and of the ruin that our 
success would occasion to Spain. Your opinion besides 
should be stated, of the superior advantages a fortnight tlius 
employed would be of to the Army, to what they could do in 
Portugal; and that of the six or seven millions sterling, the 
Army should have one half. If this sum were thrown into 
circulation in England, what might not be done ? It would 
ensure an honourable Peace, with innumerable other bless- 
ings. It has long occupied my thoughts. 

Should General de Burgh not choose to act, after having 
all these blessings for our Country stated to him, which arc 
almost put into our hands, we must look to General O’Hara. 
The Royals, about 600, are in the Fleet, with Artillery sufti- 
cieiit for the purpose. You have the power of sto])ping the 
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Store-ships; 1000 more men would still insure the business, 
for Tcneriffe never was besieged, therefore the hills that cover 
the Town are not fortified to resist any attempt of taking them 
by storm ; the rest must follow — a Fleet of Ships, and money 
to reward the Victors. But I know with you, and I can lay 
my hand on my heart and say the same — It is the honour and 
prosperity of our Country that we wish to extend. 

I am, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO sin JAAJKS SAU.MAREZ, rOAUMANDER OF IITS MAJESTY’S 
SHIP ORION. 

[Original, in the possession of the Dowager liatly de Sanmarez. The Commnnd 
of the Squadron hloekadiiig Cadiz, was transferred to Sir domes Saumarez, on Ad- 
miral Nelson’s proceeding to Porto Eerrajo.] 

By Horatio Nelson, Escpiirc, Rear-Admiral of the 
Blue, &c. &c. &c. 

In obedience to directions from Admiral Sir John Jervis, 
K.B.*, You arc hereby retjuired and directed to take under your 
command, the Ships named in the margin,* and to carry into 
execution the orders you will herewith receive respecting the 
Blockade of the Port of Cadiz. 

Given on board the Captain, off Cadiz, April 12th, 

1797. 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO ADAHHAl. SIR .TOHN JERVIS, K.R. 

[Erum a Copy, in the Admiralty.] 

Captain, ‘.M) Leagues W. hv S. of the Southern end of Corsica, 
April -ilst, 

My dear Sir, 

You wdll rejoice to hear I am witli the (’onvoy,* all sate and 
well. I shall lunv trouble you with a detail of my proceedings, 
which you may read or not, as you like. The day after I left 


* Cnlloden, IrresistiMe, /.ealous. 

* With the troops Elba. 
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you in the evening, Seahorse, Caroline, and Southampton, 
joined me off Cabrita Point. I sent Gibson with the Gibraltar 
letters, and wrote a line to General OHara, to say, that if he 
could dispense with the Emperor of Morocco’s present for a 
little while, I should like to have the Meleager, llis answer 
was, he did not care if the Emperor did not get his present 
this month ; and, therefore, Meleager joined me, with Gibson, 
at noon, on Saturday the 15th. I lost no time, speaking 
everything to get information in getting to the eastward. 
Repeated Vessels confirmed to me that a French Squadron of 
four Sail of the Line, one Frigate, and a Brig, were off the 
south end of Minorca. The Southampton parted company, 
in chase, I fancy, of a Spaniard ; but I liopc we shall cither 
pick him up, or he will get to Gibraltar in time to execute 
your orders relative to his Convo}". On the 18th and 19th, I 
passed Ivica, Majorca, and within gun-shot of Port Mahon, 
with a strong wind at N.W., which I fancy blew the French 
Ships under St. Peter’s, in the Island of Sardinia ; and this 
morning, at 7 a.m., with inexpressible pleasure, 1 saw the 
Convoy, which I shall hope to see safe in Gibraltar; fftid I 
detach Gibson to tell you this good news.' By what 1 learn, 
all is lost in Italy. The whole state of Venice is actually 
French. Trieste is said to be also in their possession, and 
Buonaparte is within 150 miles of Vienna, with 150,000 men. 
The Archduke Charles is fortifying some pass to make a stand ; 
but there seems no prospect of stopping these extraordinary 
people. I will not take up more of your time than to say, I 
have written to Gibraltar for the Agent of Transports and the 
Agent-Victualler to be prepared to expedite my departure, 
that 1 may join you, and be ready for other service. 

Believe me ever, 

Dear Sir, 

Your most faithful servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 

I have sent Seahorse and Meleager to go on the north side of 
the Islands, to endeavour to get hold of some Spanish Frigates 

* 111 the imperfc'ot copy of tliis tieller in Clarke nnil M'Artliur, (vol. ii. p. O,) tin* 
following wur<ls occur here, “ I hope you will press Geucral O’Hara about 'Jeiie- 
rilfe." 
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which are thereabout. I must take the liberty of saying, I 
believe the weather was the entire cause of Oakes’s long delay 
at Gibraltar : it was worse than when we were there in De- 
cember. However that may be, the Seahorse is one of the 
very best ordered Ships I have ever met with. Captain Oakes 
intends to speak to you about going on shore to Lisbon for his 
health, or quitting and going home. He is most exceed- 
ingly ill. 


TO JfIS ROVAf. IIIGHXKSS THE DUKE OF CLARENCE. 

[From Clarke aiul ]M‘Arlliur, vol. ii. j). 10.] 

Off Cape (le Oatte, iJOtli April, 1797. 

Sir, 

The French Squadron, of four Sail of the Line, one Frigate, 
and a Brig, were seen from Minorca only twenty-two hours 
before I passed it on the 19th, in my way up. I observed a 
Man-of-War Brig evidently looking at us ; but my charge was 
too important to separate one Ship in chase of her, especially 
as the Seahorse, Southampton, and Meleiiger had parted 
company ; for until this Gai’rison is safe down, I do not think 
our business is well finished. I spoke a Danish Frigate just 
now, six days from Malaga, who says the Spanish Fleet is 
certainly ordered to come out of Cadiz ; this redoubles my 
anxiety to join my Admiral, for I should seriously lament 
being absent on such an occasion, especially as 1 believe it 
will be the last on many accounts; first, that 1 think we should 
finish their Marine, and next, that my health is getting so in- 
different from want of a few mouths’ repose, and the pains I 
suffer in my inside, that 1 cannot serve, unless it is absolutely’' 
necessary, longer than this summer. 

In October I intend to ask permission to return to England 
until February, should the war still continue ; and when it is 
considered that I have been four years and nine months without 
one moment’s repose for body or mind, I trust credit will be 
given me that I do not sham. I have sent poor Captain 
Oakes'* with the Meleager to look for some Spanish frigates; 


^ Captain George OaKcs of tbe Scaborsc. 



384 


LETTERS. 


[1797. 


his health is most distressing, and 1 have strongly recommended 
to him to go home, and, if he is fortunate in taking a Frigate, 
I am in hopes he will. As I know your Royal Highness’s 
regard for this Officer, I must be interested about him. 

I am, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 


'ro ADMIRAL sin JOHN JERVIS, K.B. 

[From Himisou’s Life of Lord Nelson, vol. i. p. 1H:L Another Copy with some 
vuriiitions is in Clarke and M‘Arthur.] 


Captain, off Cape Pallas, 1st May, 17!)7. | 

Dear Sir, 

As I shall send away the Rose Cutter the moment I see 
the Rock, you will know from her arrival that we are in a 
fair way for arriving safe at Gibraltar. I spoke a Danish 
Frigate on the 27th of April, from Malaga four days. He 
says the Spanish Fleet has most positive orders to come to sea 
and fight you. This makes me doubly anxious to join yoii.‘‘ 
I have not interfered with Captain Fremantle’s charge and 
arrangement of tlie Convoy, it could not be in better hands ; 
therefore I only overshadow them with my wings. I have 
the satisfaction to tell you, that all the Troops — except the 
Royals, who were always intended to be embarked in the 
Ships of War — arc embarked in the Transports, with the 
exception of twenty, and General Horneck,** who arc in two 
Vessels loaded with wine. I offered to take a hundred into 
each Ship of my Squadron, but I found there was not the 
smallest necessity for it. 

I hope. Sir, you will state this point at Home, as it would 
have been a severe reflection on me, not to have left what was 
necessary for the embarkation of the Army. I rejoice in this 
opportunity of vindicating my conduct ; and beg leave again to 


® Ckrke and M‘Arllmr omit liic; preceding passage, and insert here, “ Tlie Sea 
Horse and Meleager are ordered to be there on the 4tli, Meleager Jan<liug the 
Emperor of Morocco’s clock in her way," which does not occur in Harrison, wlio-^e 
Copy hears strong evidence of being correct. 

* Major (jenerul Cliurles Ilorneck: he died a Lieutenant General in 1801. 
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recommend Lieutenant Day, Agent for Transports, to your 
notice. I placed my reliance on liis judgment not to leave a 
Ship more than was necessary, and I am not deceived. A 
more zealous, active Officer as Agent for Transports I never 
met with. General dc Burgh also speaks of him in the highest 
terms, and I hope the Transport Board will keep their pro- 
mise of recommending those Officers in their service who 
eminently distinguish themselves, which I take upon myself to 
say, Lieutenant Day has not only done at Bastia, but at Porto 
Ferrajo. For his conduct at the former place you were so 
good, on my stating his services, to recommend him to the 
Admiralty; I should not do justice to his Majesty’s service, 
were I not to urge it again. I have the pleasure to add, 
that all the Captains under my orders have conducted them- 
selves like zealous good Officers. 

I have the honour to be, &c., 

Horatio Nelson, 


TO JAMES SIMPSON, ESQ., AMERICAN (^ONSUL AT MALAGA. 

[From Clurkf* ami M^Arllnir, vol. ii. p. 1'2. In reply to the Amerlertii Consul's 
request that he would protect twelve American Vessels at Mahu^a, whieli v\cre un- 
ahle to proceed, on account of three French Privateers that w('re Malchiii}' them.] 

G ibraltar, “iOtU ^tay, 11 01 . 

I shall immediately grant the protection you have retpiestcd, 
by sending the Andromache, Captain Mansfield, to-morrow 
off Malaga, who will protect the Vessels close to the coast of 
Barbary, where you tell me they will consider themselves 
safe, in thus freely granting the protection of the British 
flag to the subjects of the United States, I am sure of ful- 
filling the wi.shcs of my Sovereign, and I hope of strengthening 
the harmony which at present so haj)pily subsists between the 
two Nations. 

I am, &e., 

Horatio Nelson. 
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ro TAPTAIN RALPH VVTLLETT MILLER, 

[Autogra]>li, in the possession of Miss Miller. Captain Miller was then Admiral 
Nelson’s Flag (hiptain in the Captain.] 

Ville cle I’aris, IMay ;Utli, 17 ‘E . 

Dear Sir, 

We are to go into the Theseus;^ therefore the Admiral 
desires the Captain to be anchored near her. She is next 
Sliip to the Vice-Admiral ; therefore jiray direct my things 
to be in readiness — 1 mean my Store Room. Such Officers 
as wish to go with me arc to get ready : Mids., Hoste and 
Bolton, &c., and such men as came from Agamemnon, if they 
like it ; but this we can soon settle. Sir John desires you 
will dine here. It is believed the Peace is signed. I send 
your letters, and be assured I am ever 

Your obliged, 

Horatio Nelson. 

TO HT.S ROYAL IIIGHXKSS THE DCKE OF CI.ARFAI’K. 

^Froni Clarko and ^I'Arthnr, vol. ii. p. 1*L ] 

Off Cadiz, May -^Oih, 17 {17. 

I beg leave to return you my most sincere acknowledgments 
for the three letters I have received from your Royal 1 Ugli- 
ness.'' Whatever confidence you are pleased to repose in me, 

* On rejoining Sir .Tolin .JtM-vis off Cadiz, ho shificd his flag to the Thosfus, niitl 
was iipp<iintcd to cominaMd tlu* In-shojv* S/juadron, a st-rxico of (ronstmil activity, as 
llie Moilar, tuid Gnu boats w<M-e incessantly firing on the Spanish Ships, Ihitlcries, 
jiiid Flotilla. I’rcparations were, at the same lime, making lor tiie alim-k on Tene- 
rifl'e. 

® 'J’lie fo)I<<wing are the three Letters alhnled lo; atjd, liki' all tlje prcet'iling ones, 
eaniiol he read witliout inspiring respect for his late Majesty’s sagacity and 
ptilriotism : — 

“ Gear Nelson, “ Ifiehnioinl, March Idtli, 17!)7. 

“ I am, lielie\e im*, very happ,\ to f>\\n myself in the wroj)g, and in future to 
a( knov\lrdgi* that llie Urilish I’Ua t when /r«7/ diseiplined, /mV/ Ofllcered, and ao/y/// 
eonimandetl, mii In-af iniy niiinher of tSpaninn/s. I rejoice, my gootl friend, witli 
all iriy heait, id thn splentlid \ iet«rv .Irnis and hi.s liiw fellows have gaitn d o\er the 
Don -, Vonr eomhiel has heen. us usual, nieriioriotts, ami yon really need not M* 
have Iteeii \v(ni)aled f<» e()niplete yonr fame; for amongst, all ranks of ]»eople your 
eharaeter has Itmn l)cen estahlished. I am happy to inform yon that, his Majesty 
has /'xprtssed himself in the most grueioiis nniniier ahonl yi>n ; nnd it is Imt jiisliee 
to Spema r, //oy/o/A I hutr A/'///, to say llnil in his sjieeeh he did you the credit yon 
so ftinjdy merited. Von, my dear Fiieiid, Inne long known iny seiitiinenls ubont 
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will not, I trust, be misplaced ; but my conduct and not my 

words must prove this Our western Ports in Ireland 

might surely be more used, and stores procured as easily as at 
Gibraltar, Lisbon, &c. A plan with little expense might be 
formed, for always having a large Squadron to the westward 
of England. We rejoice here at the certainty of soon recciv- 

Jenis, and I am Jiap])y tliey coincide witli yours; tlic Action und its result speak for 
tlieinselves, and must i^ive every Intglislimaii sincere pleasure — more jairtieularly 
tliose who helonfj: to the British Navy, und have the happiness, as. I have, of 
possessing intimate friends in that gallant I’leet. 1 am very sorry to see by the 
Ueturns, that you was w<muded,and still more so by your silence, am T alarmed that 
you have s»‘verely sutfered ; for I am }>ersuaded otherwise, sifter such an event, so 
glorious to tho Jluglish Nsime, and, particularly, so highly honourable to the 
•British Navy, yon would certainly have wrote to one who is attirched to llie Service, 
and particularly interested in your welfare. JMy best wishes for your health und 
happiness attend you, and ever la*lie\e me, yours sincerely, William." 

“ Dear Nelson, “ Ht. .lamcs's, April 7th, 171)7. 

“ Yesterday f received yours of :lrd i\[areh, from Lisbon, giving me no news either 
from I’ortugiil or Spain, but commenting on your lati* glorious Vietory. 1 eeriainly 
should have been better [ileaseil, if the Sautissima 'I’riiiidada had ari'i\ed at I’orts- 
mouth, instead of reaehiiig Cadi/, and J am clearly of opinion that had Alan and Jiis 
Stpiadroii, ks Ihvif (HujUt, have been with .lervis, the Victory would have been more 
t(» the advantage <»f this Country, though at the same time it could not have hecu 
more to the credit of the gallant (tftioers and Men. 1 am sorry Jervis's ill state of 
health has made it re<|uisito for 'I'hompsou t<» carry ou the Harbour duty. I sin- 
ceri'ly hope Jervis is, by this time, as well us ibis Country, and all his friends in 
pavlietilar. must be anxious to sec* him : give him my best compliments. I trust 
your Crui.s(Mvitli the l-’rigates will be tliis time as fortunate ns your last >Yas glorious. 
\ou will, of course, be ])ermitt« (l ti> choose your Hbi]), wliicb, wbi'ther a three or a 
iwo-decker, will be, 1 am sun-, well uiauaged. 1 feel juoud of your frieudsbip and 
regard, and believe me, whatever trust bis Majesty may bououv me with, it will be 
both my iluty and inclination to lill with care and attention. Adieu, and ever 
hclieve me, dejir tSir, yours siiu'crely, William. ’ 

“ Dear .Sir, “ Kichmond, April .'>Oth, 17 07. 

“ r am to acknowledge the receipt of your two letters, the one <d the'i^ud March, 
niul tlie other of 'iud April. 1 hiuieut with you the return ot ilu* Sautissima Iriiii- 
dada into Ctuliz, and am not surprised to find the .Admirals and Captains of the 
Spanish I’hrct in disgrace. I am sorry hy your last huter to liud Jervis has joined 
you Ix'fore von fell in with the VieC'Boy of Alcxii'o. I wisli the rciutorccmeut Iroiu 
hence had heen stronger, heeause I liighly ap]irove ol your reasoning relative to the 
f^panish and Freueh Fleets, and likewise sc<‘ the necessity ol our troops being 
removed from Klba. I am perfei-lly satisli»'d vvith vour silence, though at the lime it 
made me unea-sy. .1 rejoice at (he King’*^ having conferred the Bath ou von ; foi T 
am sure you deserve the Koyal approhaliou. 

“ You my good friend, eoiichide your hust letter hy saying vou are a Oallunt 
Flcvf. CJracious Clod, what ndilVevonee in this Chmutrv ! 'I he Ships at S])ithcad lor 
n whole vvet'k in a perfect stale of mutiuv—tho Men commanding their Ollicers, and a 
Farliament consisting of Delegates IVom cacii Ship of the Line, sitting till that lime 
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ing large reinforcements, which, as the Combined Fleet will 
very soon be forty Sail of the Line, must be acceptable ; and 
we found our Ijelief on the abundance of spare Ships that arc 
at the disposal of the Admiralty ; for, although we arc so 
inferior, we find that a S([uadron under Lord Hugh Seymour 
is actually cruising on our station. 

I am, &c., 

lIoKATio Nelson. 


TO IMRS. NELSON. 

rFrom (’laike and ^[‘ArUiur, vol. ii. ji. ]■>.] 

til IVFiiy, 1 

How Government can answer for this act,* I cannot guess ; 
but I have done. We arc to anchor off (^adiz, in sight of the 
whole Spanish Fleet. I am barely out of shot of a Spanish 
Hear Admiral. 

Yours, See., 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO ADMIRAL DON JOSEF DK MAZAUEDO, CADIZ. 

[From Ilurrisoii’s Lifo of NcLon, vol. i. ] 

'J’liex'us, Mav :>l)tli, 111)7. 

Sir, 

I have the honour of sending your Excellency a packet from 
Sir .John Jervis; and I embrace the ojiportunity of assuring 

on Loard llie Queen Charlotto, and issuing f>rdrrs to his Majosly’s Fleet. I hope, 
tliongli I luivf not a good opinion of Lord Spencer, that ilie Admiralty have acted 
with di-5cretion. 'I’he King, with the advice of his Ministers, has very ]W(i)ic)lv 
]!ardoned tin; Seamen and Marines. A Sqnadnui has proceeded to Sen, and, for the 
jjrcs«mt, disciidine is once more restored to that part of the Jlritisli Navy; hut (h*> 
Mutiny has spread to I’lyn iith, and still rages lltere. 'i'he husijiess, of course, 
must come before Farliaiucn ; fhen*f»U'e, till tlie investigation, 1 shall say no imnc. 
Iho paint to yourself the F. s‘t at Spithead, during a War, for a >Yhole week, in a 
complete state of Mutiny, ard the necessity of the jiardon for the whole from the 
SoYorcigu ! As f*)r Irchual that Counlry is in a state of rehellion; therefore, the 
worst consmjuciiee.s from the ?/o/r nriTSsunf Miint of disci|)line, Mould arise in the 
Sister Kingdoni, .‘iionld tne French seriously tnnj their tlionghts to the Invasion of 
Ireland. Pardon my gloom ; l.nt I have a very great slake in this Coniiirv, and 
a family of yonug t hihlieti to protect. In all situations, I am yonrs sincerely, 
WiLi.iAM.” — 4iitotjrit)ths, in the Ncdsoii Papers. 

' ‘‘'I his act’’ seems to have been the sending <mt u Stpiadron under Lord lliiiAi 
Seymour, instead of reinforcing Sir Jolm .lertis’ Fleet. 
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you of my liigli esteem of your cliaracicr. The 4tli of June 
being the birthday of my Iloyal Master, Sir John Jervis in- 
tends firing a feu dc jole, at eight o’clock in the evening ; and 
has desired me to mention it to your Excellency, that the 
Ladies at Cadiz may not be alarmed at the firing. Believe 
me your Excellency’s most faithful servant, 

IIouATio Nelson.'* 

TO ADMIRAL SIR JOILX JERVIS, K.B.' 

[From Chuko aiul M'Arthnr, ■noI. ii. ]i. l‘>.j 

My dear Sir, 

I never have a letter from the Duke of Clarence, but 
II. 11. II. mentions you. I have mislaid that of April otli, or 
I should liavc thought it my duty to have sent it. llis Iloyal 
Highness therein said, ‘ My best wishes and compliments 
attend the illustrious Jervis; tell him I admire him, I envy 
him, and I sincerely liopc his licet will now fall in with the 
Dollars.’ A letter from a humbler pen came to me at 
Gibraltar — Collingwood; and his sentiments arc, I am con- 
fident, those of the whole Elect — have a great desire oui 
Admiral should be a Marquis this summer, his bright honouis 

will reflect on all of us.’ I Rm, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 


” To this Lt’lter llic Sitiiiiish Admiral rcidicd : — 

“ On Hoard tlie C'oncoi>lion, olT I'ndi/, Dt Innc, htO. 

“ My doiirSIr,— I conTspoud to llio urbanity mcritiMlby tlie letter with >\liM'b yon 
Jiotionred me, the -bMli May bust. The Jaidies of Cadi/, ftcciistonn'd to Hie noisy 
sounds of salutes of the vessels of war. will sit, and will hear what Sir .lohn.lei us 
means to ref^ule them with, for the evening of the Ith eiiiient, in hoiioni of 
Ryitannie Majesty’s birthday ; and the g*’neral wi>'h ot the Spiuii>’)i nation ciiiiiK 
lint interest itself in so mign>.t a motive. 

“ Ood preserve yon many yei-rs, T kiss yonr liiinds. 

“ Your attonlivo Servant, 


“.losKF OK ^r.vzuRr.DO. 


‘ In a Letter dated on the (hh of May, Sir .lohn .eiwL, afti' ^a>i^n ^ 
was no longer the important objeet it w'as wben Ncl 'on suggests d it, t nit r , , , . 
eentrate all his force, and that he had wviuen strongly for reinfoveenients, w ( ci . 
“ We seldom disagree, Imt in the instance of the letter tVom 

w'liicli foolishly got into tlie papers. I i .ally difler witli you , oi i i , 'ii 

letter that MmeL covered fWdoMi in the evening; aud 

ti. 1 , win, .111.1 iirovp tlio li t!.'.-, if M.iihmk. voq.iir.-. ii ; tins .Uki 

iiinUir \»erHeciUio«. I vrvy iiui<’li ai'l'i’^-c llic 

newspapers,” Vide p. 'VJd. 
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CASE FOR THE OPIMON OF COUXSEE. 

[Autogi'apli dnuiglit, in the Nelson Papers.] 

([Apparently written in IVliiy or .lime, U!)7.] 

Admiral Sir John Jervis, with the British Fleet, blockades 
Cadiz ; and, the more efFcctually to perform that service, 
appoints an Inner Squadron to lay at anchor, or keep under 
sail, as the case may rctiuirc ; and four Ships are appointed for 
the Inner Squadron. 

On the afternoon of the 27th, [of April, 1797,] a Convoy, 
under a Venetian Frigate and several other Neutral Vessels, 
came out of Cadiz ; and the more effectually to examine them 
closely, and to prevent any of them from eluding a search, two 
of the Inner Squadron were ordered by the Commander of 
the Inner Squadron to keep under sail. During the night, the 
boats of all the Ships were employed in examining the 
Convoy, the whole British Fleet being in sight in the offing. 

During the night, two Spanish Frigates passed through the 
Fleet ; and in the morning of the 28th, soon after daylight, 
the Commander of the Inner Squadron made the signal for 
the two Ships, who had been under sail during the night, to 
chase the Frigates, which they did, then in sight of the whole 
Fleet.*’ The two Frigates run close to the shore, anchored, 
and fired their guns at the two Shi|>s sent in chase, for about 


” The iithiir here ulliKh'd to i.s best deHcribed in the hricl’ oilicinl rep«>i-l of Capliiin 
Martin, of the Irresistible, (now Admiral Sir (leorge Martin, (J.C.B., (J.C.M.O., I to 
Admiral Sir .folia .lervis, who said that tin* “ .sUilfulness” and *• decision” shewn by 
raptain Martin, rendtred tliis “ one of the most notable actions that ever came under 
iny observation — 

“ Irresistible, off Lador, April -'Mtli, r/'.li. 

“ Sir, — I beg leave to acquaint you, that on the morning of the •'0th, at six a.m., 
f gave chase, in his .Majesty’s ship under my command, to two ships in the 
in company with the Mmerald, and that ui half past two e.M. we attacked them in 
Coral Bay, near Trafalgar, where they bad nnclmred ; that at four they struck to 
his Majesty’s ships, and proved to be the Spanish frigates Mlona and Ninfa, mount 
ing thirty-six guns and three hundred and twenty men each, from the Uavnntiah, 
bound to Cadiz. 'I’he hjrnier cut her cable after she had struck, and ran on shore ; 
and uotwithstamling we got her off, from the daimige she received, we were not able 
to keep her afloat. Part of the crews left the ships, and got on .sltore. 

'• From every account 1 have been able to collect, the two frigates had tn'ghtceii 
men killed and tJiirty wounded. The Irresistible hud one man killed and one 
wounded. 1 have the honour to be, iStc., (i£Oiiu£ AIabti.n,”— 'iyo/n/on OazetU’. 
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one hour and a half, when one Frigate cut her cable and drove 
on shore. The other hauled down her colours, and was im- 
mediately taken possession of and towed out to sea. The 
other Frigate who had run on shore was also got atloat, but 
soon afterwards sunk at her anchors. 

Your Opinion is desired, who by Law arc entitled to the 
Head-money, the value of the Prize being aciknowledged tlic 
])roperty of the whole Fleet, — whether the whole Fleet, the 
Ships who occupied the Inner Squadron, or only the two Ships 
who fired and took possession of the two Frigates ? 


TO JOHN M‘ARTm R, KSQ. 

[TIk' “ Naval Cl n-oiiicic,” vol. iii. p. aoi. 'Hiis J.eltai’ is! reprinted willi sonic 
additions, but very iuijx rfectly, in Clarke and ]\I‘-\rtliur, vol. ii. p. Id. J 

My dear Sir, 'riieseus, .June 1st, nii'i. 

We are olf Cadiz witli a greater inferiority than before. I 
am barely out of shot of a Spanish Rear-Admiral. We have 
every day Flags of Truce ; the Dons ho])e for peace, but must 
soon fight us, if the war goes on. I wish it was all over, for 
I cannot fag much longer ; and, to please our Fleet, I hear 
that a Squadron is looking out, in the limits of this station, 
for the galleons daily expected : what a special mark of favour 
to us, wlio arc enabling them to cruise so much at their case I 
Believe me, dear Sir, your obliged and faithful servant, 

lloiiATio Nelson. 

P.S. Sam Hood® is gone, I hope, to get riches; sure to 
get honour. 


TO SIR .lA.MES SAIMAKKZ, CAPTAIN OF 
HIS .majesty’s ship orion. 

[Autojjrapli, in tlio poHsc.'isioii ol ibc Lmly do Siiuinaiez.j 

My dear Sir, tuoscmis, .luuo ist, i7i)L 

Some of your people yesterday said that they heard some 
Ship in the Fleet had served the whole allowance. Sir John 

” Captain of the Zealous, tiftcnvawL Roar- Admiral Sir Saimud Hood, K.R., Ilart 
one of the most distingiiwhed Ufllccvs in the Service : ho ngaiu often iiifiiuoiicd. 
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Jervis wishes to know the Shij) they have heard has done it. 
T must therefore request you will have the goodness to inquire 
if they know the Ship, or what made them fancy it was so, or 
if any person, and who, told them. I forgot it this day *, 
therefore pray excuse this trouble, and believe me. 

Ever your obliged, 

Horatio Nelson. 

TO AUMIUAL SIR JO[IX JKUVIS, K.B. 

[From Clarke and MArtliur, vol. ii. p. U.J 

About (ilh .hinc, 1707. 

My dear Sir, 

Mr. Jackson* has delivered me your confidential letter: 
you may depend upon me. I want nothing but what we 
have, except two five-inch howitzers, two four or six-pounders, 
field-pieces, 500 shells, some cases of fixed ammunition, and 
two or three artillerymen (no Olhccr) to fix the fusees, and a 
devil-cart. With this, and what you propose, I have no doubt 
of doing the job as it ought to bo, the moment the Ships come 
ill sight, I also want twenty ladders ; the size and dimensions 
I will get from the Carpenter of the Blenlicim, late of the 
(Captain, who has made proper ones, which one man could 
carry for escalade, for my use in former times. 

I am, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 

IT) ADiMIRAI. STll JOHN JERVIS, K.15, 

[From Clark#? and Ar*Aitlinr, vol. ii. p. H, who have sp mangled fliis interesting 
Letter that there is no other way of giving its contents than in their own unsatis- 
factory manner; — “ Jn writing to liis Admiral on the same day (7tli June, 1707), 
lie informed him, tliat, according to the intelligence received from an American, the 
'fown’s people at Cmliz w'cre fearful of an attack, and that not one half of tlic guns 
were m(mntcd on the walls. '•* I htnj to he al thvm!” exclaimed the gallant sea- 
man, He also at the same time, touched upon the Teneriffe expedition.] 

7 th June, 1707. 

You must think, my dear Sir, of giving me 200 Marines in 
addition to what I can land ; the whole business is arranged 


* Master of the Vilic ile Paris. 



MT0 38.] 


LETTERS. 


393 


in iny mind, and I can point out to you the absolute necessity. 
(Captain Oldfield of the Marines, who was with l)acrcs“ in the 
Sceptre at the beginning of the war, is a very worthy man ; 
and under Captain Troubridge ashore, and myself afloat, I am 
confident of success. 

I arn, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO VirK-AD.MlIlAL MORKXO, OF THE SPAMSH \AVV. 

[I’lnin Clarke and M‘Arllinr, vol. ii. p. I-*), Vide p. dSH, ante, whence it would 
pceni that this Letter was written early in May.] 


Theseus, Hth of June, 1707. 

Sir, 

A Spanisli Officer having said, that you had expressed a 
wish to obtain a Letter sujiposed to have been written from his 
Majesty’s Ship Egmoiit, and inserted in an English News- 
paper, relating to the Action of February 14th, every inquiry 
has been made to obtain the Newspaper, and hitherto without 
effect. Captain Sutton of the Egmont has also done every- 
thing in his powTU', but without being able to learn whether 
any Letter from that Ship has been published. The inquiry 
has, liowever, produced from my Coinmander-in-(’hicf, Sir 
John Jervis, the most handsome testimony of the gallant con- 
duct of a Three-decked Ship, bearing the Flag of a Vice- 
Admiral, who did everything which a good Officer could do, to 
attempt to cut through the British line, between the Victory 
and the Egmont. 

I arn, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 


ro ADMIRAI. silt JOHN JERVIS K.IL 


[From Clarko ami M'Artliur, vot. ii. p. 10.] 

!)lh Juno, 1707. 

My dear Sir, 

The Newspaper w'as at la«jL found in the night, on the 
quarter-deck, and is gone a.-3 you desired : it Avill, I fear. 


• Captain James Richard Dacros. 



394 


LETTERS. 


[1797. 


militate against Cordova, if any weight be given to a News- 
paper account. Your testimony of Moreno’s conduct will no 
doubt be of service to him; the Trials arc commenced, and 
every day an account is sent off to Madrid. The heavy charge 
against Cordova is, not coming into Cadiz with his Convoy, 
which they say he could have done the day after he had passed 
the Straits. Morales, it is expected, will be shot, Cordova 
broke, Moreno ac({uitted. The long trial of the Officers who 
gave up Figucras is just finished, and five are to be shot. All 
the Officers who composed the Council of War arc to be 
degraded in their public and private rank. According to 
reports, the French have been refused a passage through Spain 
to Portugal ; and a Minister of ours is at Paris. The Venetians 
arc suffering every nusery from the French. I was in great 
hopes the salute was from an Admiral from England. The 
number of men you propose to give me, I have no doubt ai*e 
all-sufficient ; but I well know that a few more red coats have 
their use in dazzling the eyes of the Enemy. 

I send you the State of the Swiftsure ; even the sight of the 
tw’o poor men^ in irons on board her has affected me more 
than I can express : if Mr. Weir* would look at them, I should 
be glad. The youth may, I hope, be saved, as he has inter- 
vals of sense, his countenance is most interesting. If any 
mode can be devised for sending him home, 1 will with 
pleasure pay fifty pounds to place him in Borne proper place 
for his recovery ; the other, I fear, is too old. Your liianagc- 
ments arc alway s good, and nothing shall be wanting in the 
execution. jMartin^ has got an idea that I am likely to move ; 
and should it be ])roper to enlarge the Stpiadron, 1 beg he 
may go, but not to displace one of the others. I hope the 
reinforcement will soon arrive. I do not liuild much on the 
acts of the Portuguese S(piadron,*’ even if they go off Spartcl. 

I am, &c., 

lIoiiATio Nelson. 


* These men were susj)ccle(l of luiM'ug siumhued dcniugemenl, to obtain tlicii' dis- 
cJmigo. 

* Dr. Weir, Physician fo the Fleet. 

^ Captain (jeorge MaUin of the Irresihtible. 

* ITnder Rear Admiral, tlic Marquis de Niza, 
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TO (’ATTAIN SHI JAMES SAUMAKEZ, HIS MAJESTY’S SillP OIUON. 
[Autograph, in the possession of the Dowager Lady de Saumarcz.J 


Theseus, Juiu; !)th, 171)7. 

My dear Sir James, 

Send, I beg, whatever you think fit towards San Liicar : all 
you do is right, and can hardly want my sanction. I hope 
your Boats will be rewarded for their trouble : they take all 
the Prizes for our Squadron. Believe me ever. 

Your most faithful 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO ADMIRAL SIR JOHN JERVIS, K.B. 

[From Clarke ami M'Arlliur, vol. ii. p. IL] 

10th Juno, r« 07, 

My dear Sir, 

I liopc, for the poor men’s sakes, that they are imposing on 
me ; but depend on it, tliat God Almighty has afflicted them 
with the most dreadful of all diseases. They do not sham ; 
indeed, you will find I am not mistaken, and all the Commis- 
sioners in the World cannot convince me of it. For what 
]nirpose can these poor wretches attcmj)t to destroy themselves? 
for what purpose can one of them have spoken to me as 
mtionally as any person could do ? Do let Mr. Weir look at 
them : I am sure he will think wdth me, from the order to 
represent those who arc objects unfit for the service, 1 could 
not do otherwise than I did; but if you think I have said too 
much, pray curtail my Report. But I will get to pleasanter 
s'jbjccts. I am forming a ladder for the escalade, which when 
finished, I will send to the Ville de Paris, that wc may have 
twenty at least. Ten hours shall make me either a conqueror, 
or defeat me. I long to be at work, for I l)cgin to think these 
fellows will not soon come out, at least not whilst negotiations 
arc going on. 

I am, &c. 

IIoRATio Nelson. 
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TO ADMIRAL SIR JOn\ JKRVIS, K.T3. 

[From Tucker’s I^femoirs of Mini St. Vincent, vol. i. p. 411.] 

ll.M.S. Thcseiif*, l!2lh June, lit)/. 

My dear Sir, 

The Flag of Truce was only to bring the letters sent here- 
with; but it brought out in conversation a circumstance 
which, though believed by many, I have my doubts about — at 
least, that the Spaniards would have acknowledged it — viz. 
that the Trinidad not only struck her Colours, but hoisted 
un Pamllon Parliament (lire the fact is now so well established 
that it cannot be done away. The next morning, when 
attended by the Frigate, .seeing some of our Ships not far off, 
I suppose Eginont and Namur, she hoisted an English Jack 
over the Spanish Flag, to induce the English to suppose slic 
w\as a prize. Everybody, their Officer says, expects Peace 
to be settled, and that it will be known here by the end of the 
month.** 

Believe me your most faithful, 

lIouATio Nelson, 


TO ADMIRAL SIR JOIIX JLllVIS, K.R. 

[From Clarke au4 M‘ArtIinr, vol. ii. p. 17,] 

LUh June, 1T!)7. 

The ladder sent is not so light as I wished, but wc could 
not do any better with the stuff wc had. Three men can rear 
it with pleasure, and, if possible, there should be ten men at 
a time on it : in short, the actors in our performance must not 
be too anxious to mount. Wishing that I may soon sec them 
used, 

Believe me yours faithfully, 

IIoiiATio Nelson. 


* See ColonrI Driiikwatcv's XarraHi'e, p. .‘Ifi l, finte. 

Clarke ajul M‘,\rtlnir added to their version of tlii.s Letter f l)nt it docs not aj)pc.'ir 
upon wloit authority) this paragraph : “I ha\o one ladder linishcd, thirty two ft'ct 
long and when you think the time draw.s near to make people guess, I should like 
otic from (:\cry Ship in the Fleet.” 
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■10 ADMIRAL SIR JOHN JKRVIS, K.Ii. 

[From Tucker’s Memoirs of Karl St. Vincent, vol. i. p. U*2.] 

IT.M.S. Theseus, June l.'hli, 0, p.m. 

My dear Sir, 

What the intentions of the Dons are, I know not; but their 
movements would assure me, if English, that they are on the 
eve of coming out. We see that thirteen Sail of the Line arc 
unmoored and hove short. I saw Gravina cat his anchor, 
and they did it briskly ; but the accommodation ladder of his 
Ship was not in at sunset. The signals which they have been 
making this day are not their usual Harbour-signals. I will 
give them credit for their alertness, if they come out in the 
morning. This Sciuadron have their bulkheads down, and in 
perfect readiness for battle, and to weigh, cut, or slip, as the 
occasion may require. I have given out a Line of Battle, — 
myself to lead ; and you may rest assured that I will make a 
vigorous attack upon them, the moment their noses arc outside 
the ])ianiond. Pray do not send me another Ship, for they 
may have an idea of attacking the Squadron ; and if you send 
any more, they may believe we arc prepared, and know of 
their intention. It will, Sir, be iny pride to show the world 
that your praises of my former conduct have not been un- 
worthily bestowed. Believe me ever, my dear Sir, 

Your most affectionate and faithful, 

Horatio Nelson. 


JO Mus. m:i>son. 

[ From Clarke ami .M‘Artliur, Mil. ii. ]). lu.j 

1 .‘itli . I line, 17!)7. 

A few nights ago a Paper was dropped on the quarter deck, 
of which this is a copy : — * Success attend Admiral Nelson ! 
God bless Captain IMiller! We thank them for the Oflicers 
they have placed over us. We are happy and comfortable, 
and will shed every dro]> of blood in our veins to supjiort them, 
and the name of the Theseu.^ shall be immortalized as high as 
the (Captain’s. Ship’s (^omi any.’ 

Yours, Sic. 

Horatio Nelson. 



398 


LETTERS. 


[17f)7. 


ro ADMIRAL SIR JOHN JKRVrS, K.B.^ 

[From Tnokor’s Moinoirs of Earl of St. Yincoiit, vol. i. p. 414. ] 

'J’liescus, .luTio 21st, 1707. 

My dear Sir^ 

The history of women was brought forward, I remember, in 
the Channel Fleet last War, I know not if your Ship was an 
exception, but I will venture to say, not an Honourable but 
had plenty of them ; and they always will do as they please. 
Orders are not for them — at least, I never yet knew one who 
obeyed. 

Your most faithful, 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO admiral sir JOHN JKRVIS, K.R. 


[From C’larkr ami IM'Aitlmr, vol. ii. )>, 21.1 


June 1707. 

My dear Sir, 

The two Vessels which came out of Cadiz this day nearly 
agree in the same story, that the Spanish Fleet, twenty-eight 
Sail of the Line, is full manned, chiefly Soldiers, and is ready 
for sea, and there are two Sail also nearly fitted out which are 
not manned; the Toulon Ships and those from Carthagena 
arc expected the first Levanter. The people of Cadiz have 
petitioned Government to order the Fleet to sail; for that, 
whatever may be the event, it must force us to (piit this 
ground; and as three Ships from Lima arc momentarily 
expected, and the Havaimah Convoy (for every moriiiiig the 
Merchants are on the walls to sec if they are in our Fleet), 
they declare if they should fall into our hands, that the Mer- 
chants in Spain would be ruined. They know we have a 
Bomb-vessel fitting at Gibraltar, and arc in terror of a bom- 


” .Sir .lohii .Icrvis’ reply lo (Ms Letter, date<l <m the 2lsl, eonuneiietvl ihiin 
“f perfectly nf^'ca with yon limt the overflow of f lonounihles mid the fh'seiph's 
th< y hft\e mude siinong the l’It'heiiin.s hits been the ruin of the Service, f never 
perndited «. woman to go to sen in the Ship," Ac. — -./ ////«/ in the Nelson 
Papers. 
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bardment. 1 will write to Don Josef Mazaredo, and be shall 
have the letter soon after daybreak to-morrow : he is a Bis- 
cayncr — they arc not famed for politeness or gallantry. I 
hope I shall always have to boast, and truly, of your unalterable 
friendship, which it shall ever be my study to deserve. 

I am, &c. 

Horatio Nelson, 


TO MRS. .\KI.SO\. 

[ Kroiii ami M’Anljiir, vnl, ii. p. ‘21.] 

‘2!)tlj .luiie, 1107. 

Best assured of my most perfect love, affection, and esteem 
for your person and character, which the more I see of the 
world, the more I must admire. The imperious call of honour 
to serve my (h)untry, is the only thing which keeps me a 
moment from you, and a ho])c, that by staying a little longer, 
it may enable you to enjoy those little luxuries which you so 
highly merit. I pray God it may soon be peace, and that wo 
may get into the cottage. 

1 have to thank many friends for their kind congratulations, 
and have had a long letter and genealogy from the York 
Herald, Mr. Nayler, whom I have referred to my brother 
Maurice. 1 have sent my brother my Supporters, (..rest, and 
Motto ; on one side a Sailor properly habited, holding in his 
hand the Broad l^endant on a staff, and trampling on a 
Spanish flag ; on the other side the British Lion tearing the 
Spanish flag, the remnants hanging down, and the flag in 
tatters. Motto, what my brother \ViUiam suggested, turned 
into lMigli.sh — ‘Mmith and Works.”' 


‘ li iH'iiii? imfc.ssnrv for tin* n-rclion of iiis HaiiiUM* »s !i Knijjrlil. ol tlio Bath in 
Wostniinsfor lluii lif should havo Armorial Kiisi.uMis, mid not liaviiiff a right 

to any hy di’scmit, he (d)tuiiieil two (Innits: (»ne, of his t'lvsl and Arms; the other, 
<d’ ln\ Supporters, eopies of \\h\-h doenmeiits are printed in Clurke and Al‘Artliur, 
vol. ii.. Appendix, Nos. d and o. The ('.rant, dnted on the ‘dSth O.-tober, 170<, 
veeitad that h(' was hy tradiinm desrend- -1 from th(> I’amily of Nelson, registered 
in the Heralds Visitation of Hitll, “ bis family Iniviiii,' borne the Arms so rc- 
}<istered, [vi/. ‘Or a Cross, siihle, siii e.oimted by a Bend, gules,] but that he 
was nimble, from tlie want «>f family i-videnees, to aseertain bis eonnexion Avith 
tlie said laiuily,” and it proceeded t » exemplify, and couhrm to Siu 
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I hope you will like them. I intend my next winter’s gift 
at Burnham should be fifty good large blankets of the very best 
quality, and they will last for seven years at least. This will 
not take from anything the Parish might give. I wish inquiry 
to be made, and the blankets ordered of some worthy man ; 
they arc to be at my father’s disposal in November. I have 
received my dear father’s letter. God bless him and yon. 

Yours, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO GEoncL \ayij:k, ksq., York: herald a\d OENEALocisr 

OF THE ORDER OF THE JJA'J'H. 


[Autograpli, in tlio possession of Albert William Wootls, Esq., Lunoaslor Heralil.] 


Theseus, off Cadiz, June j20th, 1797. 

Sir, 

I am honoured wnth your letter of May 29, relative to my 
Pedigree ; and I have desired my Brother to deliver you this 
letter, and to arrange such matters as arc proper with you. 
As Government have always, I believe, on occasions like the 
present, paid all the Fees of Office, Installation, &c., I expect 
they will do it on the present occasion, for I cannot think of 


Horatio Nklsox the Arms following; that is to say. Or, a Cross tlory, suhle, 
n lloiul, guh?s, surinonntctl by another engiTiiled of the field, charged with tlirec 
Jioinbs, fired, proper. Ami ft»r a Cre.st, on a wreuth of the colours, the stern of 
a Spanish Maii-of-War, projier, thereon inscribed, ‘ ./o.se/',’ being the name 

of one of the Jiine-of- Rattle Ships, taken in the Engagement with the S|>ainsh 
Fleet, off Caj)e St. Vincent, on the 1 Ith day of Fehrnary, 17!)7, by His ^lujesty's 
Fleet under the Coinmaml of Sir .lohn .lcr\is, Knight of the Most lloiionrable Order 
of the Hath, (now Earl of Saint Vineent,) to he borne and used for ever lieieafliT 
by him the said Rear-Admiral Sir Horatio Nelson (us a inemovinl of his distiii 
gnislied service# and merits, wliich will be more parlienlarly stated in his I'aleiii of 
Snpi>orters) and bis deseendants, ami by those of his said father, Edninnd Nelson, 
wirij due and proper differences according to the biw.s of Arms, without tin* let or 
interruption of any person or persons whatsoever." His Suppm-ters, (but whether 
suggested by the Heralds or by himself, is doubtful,) as described in ttie (Irani ol 
them, were, “ (^n the Dexter, a Sailor, armed with a cnlhtss, and a pair of pistols 
in his belt, proper, the exterior hand supporting n Staff, thereon hoisted a Commo- 
dotv’.s Flag, gnles; on the Sinister, a Lion, rampant, regiiardant, proper, in Ins 
mouth a broken FI sg staff, therefrom flowing a Spanish h’lag, or and gules." 
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being at one sixpence expense i-* but my Brother will express 
my sentiments fully on this head, and I have the honour to 
be, Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

lloiiATio Nelson. 


TO THE lir:v. DIXON HOSTE, GOODWICKE, NEAR ROtJOlIAM. 

I'Antogriipli, in the imsscssion of Sir Joliii I^ickerton Williams.] 

Tljesous, .lime -‘iOtJj, HOT. 

My dear Sir, 

As I have desired my dear William to write yon, I shall 
only express my anxiety that his Time should be sent to me. 
I hear he was borne some short time on the Grampus’ l)ooks, 
but of this you know more than I can do. My health is so 
very indifferent, that longer than the oOth September I can- 
not serve without a short respite from fatigue ; but I hope the 
War will be over by that time ; for, unless we are united at 
Home much good cannot be expected, — let it be a War of the 
Nation, and what signify France, Holland, and Spain. 

Wcare lookinfj at the Ladies walking the walls and Mall of 
( Jadiz, and know of the ridicule they make of their Sea Officers. 
Thirty Sail are now perfectly ready, and, the first cast wind, 
1 expect the Ships from the Mediterranean, which will make 
them forty Sail of the Lino. We are now twenty; some of 
our Ships being always obliged to be absent for water, pro- 
visions, &c. However equal we may be to do the business, 
yet I cannot bring myself to believe that it is good policy to 
leave us so inferior, whatever honour there may be in it. The 
merchants of Cadiz have rcjieatedly petitioned Government 
to force out the Fleet; and say truly, that ten Sail of 
the Line had better be sacrificed than the loss of their three 
Ships from Lima, and their Homew'ard C^loiivoy, which must 
fall into the hands of the English, if they arc not forced Iroiu 


* Nolson’n refusal to pay nuy tVrs for liie llououv eoutVrri'd upon him, nills for 
» umcli longer Nr»to lUuu the fuel miglu ^eeui tu justify, beenu>-i' il relates to a still 
oxisliiig nbiise, eijunlly repugmuit to the .■• eliiigs of distinguished Oflicers, iiijuiions 
to tluj Publie ,and derogatory to the dignity «if the Crown. Se<’ the Ai’I’knoi x. p. U» J . 

VOL. II. T) l> 
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before the harbour. I am of opinion that some morning, 
when least expected, I shall sec them tumbling out of Cadiz. 
VVe in the advance arc, night and day, prepared for battle : 
our friends in England need not fear the event. At present 
we arc all quiet in our Elect ; and, if Government hang some 
of the Norc Delegates, \vc shall remain so. I am entirely with 
the Seamen in their first Complaint. We arc a neglected set, 
and, when peace comes, are shamefully treated ; but, for the 
Nore scoundrels, I should be happy to command a Ship 
against them. We have reports through Spain that Pitt is 
out : it is Measures must be changed, and not merely Men, 
I beg my respects to Mr. Coke and Mrs. Coke, and believe 
me, dear Sir, 

Your very obedient servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO ADMIltAL DON JOSKT DK MAZARKDO, ('Al)IX. 
[From l[arri!50ll‘^5 Life of Nelson, vol, i. j>. 1><H. ! 


I am directed by my worthy Commander-in-Chlef to inform 
your Excellency, that numbers of the Spanish fishing-boats 
are found at such a distance from the land as plainly to evince 
that they have something fiirthcr in view than catching fish ; 
and, therefore, that orders are given, that no Eishiiig-vcsscl 
be in future, permitted to go farther from the shore than tlicir 
usual fishing-ground, which, we understand, is in about thirty- 
five fathoms water. 

Your Excellency, I am confident, will receive this eoni- 
munication as an addditiona! mark of attention from my 
(>ommandcr-in-Chicf to the inhabitants of Cadiz, and its 
environs, and will take measures for the information of the 
fishermen, that their boats will be sunk, if found acting in 
contradiction to this notification of the British Admiral. 
With every sincere good wish towards your Excellency, believe 
me, your most obedient, 


Horatio Nelson, 
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TO ADMIRAL SIR JOHN JKUVIS, K.B. 

[From Clttike find M‘Artliiir, vol. ii. p. 

•‘> 1(1 July, 1 7 in. 

Wc will begin this night by ten o’clock f and I beg that all 
the launches of the Fleet may be with me by eight, or half- 
past at farthest, also all the barges or pinnaces. I wish to 
make it a warm night at Cadiz. The Town and their Fleet 
are prepared, and their Gun-boats arc advanced; so much the 
better. If thc}^ venture from their walls, I shall give Johnny 
his full scope for fighting. Mazaredo will be more than 
human, if ho can keep the Merchants of Cadiz in good 
humour. I am inclined to think he has been out this after- 
noon. I intend, if alive, and not tired, to see you to-morrow, 
and ever to the last believe me your faithful, 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO ADMIRAL SIR JOHN JERVIS, K.n.'‘ 

[Original in tliP Admiralty. Piibli^liod in llio London Oa/.ottc, of the 1st August, 
1 7 tl7'. ] 

'J’hesous, July ttli, 17t)7, 

Sir, 

In obedience to your orders, the Thunderer Bomb was placed, 
by the good management of IJcutcnant Gourly, her present 
Commander, assisted by Mr. Jackson, Master of the Villc dc 


* Thfi proparations nu‘nti«nUMl In this Leltor were made lor the homhiiiilment of 
Civli'/, which took place in the night of the ‘hdof July. On that day Sir .iohn Jervis 
issued the hdlowing (Jeueral Order: — “ All the harges and launchi's, iriflnnif r.nrji- 
lioh^ with their carronades properly fitted, and plenty of' amnninition and pikes, :n’e 
to btj with Admiral Nelson at half-pjist S o'clock this night, for a parti. •nhir ser\iei‘. 
J'hc watering must cease for to iii^ht." The particulars of tlie Affair are folly detailed 
in Nelson’s oflieial Dispatch. 

* This Letter was transmitti'd to the Admiralty, with the following DispaUh. from 
the C'oiniimnder- in-Oliief : — 


“ Ville de Pa. is, oir radii!, .Inly oth. 170. . 

“ Sir, 

“I desire! you will aerpiaint the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, that the 
Terpsielion^, with the 'I’hiinder homh, liu\ ug a detachment (d Artillery on hoard, 
and the IJrehin Gun hont from Gibraltar, i'diied on the ‘hid Instant, and the night 
following, Rear Admiral Nelson, having made liis dis^iositious, the Pomh, covered 
hy the Guu-hoat, Launches, and Barges (-f the Fleet, was phunsl near the lower ol 


D D 2 
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Paris, who volunteered his able services within 2500 yards of 
the walls of Cadiz ; and the shells were thrown from her with 
much precision, under the directions of Lieutenant Baynes, of 
the Royal Artillery; but, unfortunately, it was soon found 
that the large Mortar was materially injured, from its former 
services ; I therefore, judged it proper to order her to return 
under the protection of the Goliath, Terpsichore, and Fox, 
which were kept under sail for that purpose, and for whose 
active services 1 feel mueh obliged. 

The Spaniards Jiaving sent out a great number of Mortar 
Gun-boats and armed Launches, I directed a vigorous attack 
to be made on them, which was done with such gallantry, that 


San Sebastian, anti lirctl some shells into the 'rown, ^vllen an aUeinpt was made by 
the Gun boals and I-aunches of the Knoniy to earry lier. Tlie Uear-Atlniiral, who 
is always present in the most arduona enterprises, witli the assi^tance of some other 
Barges, hoarded and earried two of the Hnemy's riun-boals, nnd a Barge hiuneh of 
one of their Ships <if War, with the Conmiandunt of the Flotilla. In this short con- 
flict eighteen or twenty Spatiiurds were killed, the Conimiindanl and several wounded ; 
he nnd twenty-live men were made prisoners; the re.-'t swam ashore, 

“ 'I’his sjiiriied Action was performed with inconsiderable h)ss on oiir part, as per 
enclosed. Tln^ haunch of the Ville de Paris was sunk hy a raking sliot from tin? 
Kncniy's gnii-boats; l»ut, hy the actiw, intelligent mind of Captain 'I’roiihridgc, got 
np yestenlay morning, and repaired on board tin* (.’ulloden. 

“ Bear-Admiral Nelsoji's actions speak fur them'‘ehes ; any ]>raise of mine would 
fall very short of his merit, “ I am, Sir, ^cc. 

“ .1 . Jeums. 

“P.S. The inclosed Bcporl from Bear-Ailmiral Nelson has jt;st reaeluMl me.” 


* ilETUKN OF THE KILLED AM) WOUNDED IN THE ATTACK OF THE fil'AMSH 
flUN-nOATS, THE NIGHT OF THE 'lltD .lULV, n!*?. 

'rheseus . . . . o wAuinded. 

Irresistible .... 1 wounded. 

Seahorse ... I wounded. 

Ville de I’aris . . . o wounded. 

Piiiicc Georgi* ... 1 killed ; o woimde«l. 

Diadem ... I wounded. 

Bartlenr .... 1 wounded. 

J’.grnont .... 1 wounded. 

'I'otal ; 1 killed ; ‘.MI wounded. 


“ Offh Elis AVouxded. 

Seahorse. — c aptain Ihenmnlle, slightly. 

Ville Je I’uris. — Jjieiitcnant William Selby, ditto. 

Diadem. — Liculciium \V. .1 . Boavo, ditto. 

Prince George. — Lieiitciinnt Gregory Grant, ditto. 

Ditto. — Mr. 11. Tooley, Midshipman, ditto. 

Barflnui. — Mr. If ugh JVarson, Master’a Mate. 

'J'he.seiLS. — John Svkc.s, Adiniral's Coxswain. , 

J. Jkbvis.’ 
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they were drove and pursued close to the walls of Cadiz, and 
must have suffered considerable loss : and I have the pleasure 
to inform you, that two Mortar-boats and an armed Launch 
remained in our possession. 

I feel myself particularly indebted, for the successful ter- 
mination of this contest, to the gallantry of Captains Fre- 
mantle and Miller, the former of whom accompanied me in 
my Barge ; and to my Coxswain, John Sykes,'* who, in defend- 
ing my person, is most severely wounded ; as was Captain 
Fremantle, slightly, in the attack.*^ And my praises are 
generally due to every Officer and man, some of whom I saw 
behave in the most noble manner ; and I regret it is not 
in my power to particularize them. I must also beg to be 
permitted to express my admiration of Don Miguel Tyrason, 
the Commander of the Gun-boats. In his Barge, he laid my 
Boat alongside, and his resistance was such as did honour to a 
brave Officer ; eighteen of the twenty-six men being killed, 
and himself and all the rest wounded. Not having a correct list 
of killed and wounded, I can only state, that I believe about 
six are killed and twenty wounded. 

I have the honour to be, &c., 

Horatio Nelson. 


•' Lord St. Vincent rewnidril tliis galliuit fellow wiih a Gunners warnint, anti 
a]j]iointed him to the Aiulnunaehe. (.’ai»tuin Miller, writin^^ to Nt Kon, towards the 
end of 171)7, said, “ I wisli that Sykes had served time Rufficient, as 1 would have 
endeavoured to ])revail on Lord St. Vincent to make liim a [.ieutenant ; his man- 
ners and conduct are so entindy ahovo his situation, that Nature oertaiuly intended 
liim for a gentleman." — Clarkr uml M'Arthiir. S\ke'^ was killed by the luirRt 
ill" of a cannon, before Octoher 171)0. 

® Speaking of the Bloi’kade of Caidiz, and of this Affair, in the “ Sk( fch of his 
Life," Nelson says, “ It was during this period that perhaps inv I'ersoual courage 
M’as more eoiispieuous than at any other pjirt of luy life. In an attack of the Spanish 
Gnn-boats, [ was hoarded in my Barge with its comnion erew of ten men. cockswain, 
Captain I’rcemantlc, and myself, hy th«' Commander of the Gun-hoats ; the Spanisll 
Barge rowed twenty-six oars, besides t)llieevs, tbirty men in the iiliole. riiis was a 
service liand to band with .swords, in wliieli my Coxswain, loliii Sykes, now no 
more, twice saved my life. I.ighleen of the Spuiiiards being killed and soieial 
wounded, we aneceeded in taking llieir Comm.mder. ’ ^^idevol. i. p Jd.) vJarko 
and ]\I‘Artlmr state that Sykes saved his \diniral’s lifi‘ hy jiarrying the bloMs aimed 
at liim, and that he once nctunlly interposed his own head to receive the full force 
of a Spanish sabre, which, fighting hnn i to hand, he could in no other' way pre- 
vent from falling on Nelson. 
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TO ADMIIIAJ. Slil JOHN JKIIVIS, K.B. 

[From Claikc and M‘Artlmr,vol. ii.p. ‘id.] 

July otli, 1707. 

My dear Sir, 

I am thankful, for your flattering letter,' which, as we all 
like, I will believe as much of as I can. To-night® my plan 
is for Cadiz, on the outside of the lighthouse: Jackson knows 
a good berth. If the Brigs come out, we will have a dasli at 
them, and, as the Boats will be in three divisions under Cap- 
tains, we may expect a little more regularity, in case of any 
unforeseen event. Your encouragement for those Lieutenants 
who may conspicuousl}^ exert themselves, cannot fliil to have 
its good effect in serving our Country, instead of their think- 
ing that if a Vessel is taken, it would make the son of some 
great man a Captain, in the place of the gallant fellow who 


" “ My (lonr Adininil, 

“ I congTutiiliia* you most heartily on the events of last iii^ht. Kverv aerviee you 
are eii"a;.o’(l in juhls fresh lusfro to the Jiritish nnns, and to your eharaeter. (*; 
l lNamini’ stiiofly your prisoners, to disrover if any of than) an* iindorthe eonvention 
of 'frinidad or La {/os, and make the Spanish Olhcers clearly understand the ohjrct 
of your investigation, (f ) Most truly yours, 

“ Ville de I’aris, -1th July, 17!)7.'’ ‘‘ J. Jervis. 

'J’he unjusiifiahh* manner in whieli (,'larke and ^f'.Vrthnr have printed documents, 
is strikin{,dy >heun by their copy of this Letter. At the i)lace markf*d (*) the) have 
/n/erpo/o/rA/ this paraf^Tujdi, “ The letter is rharaeteristic of your noble soul, and can- 
not bo improved by the ablest pen in Kurope;" and at (f ) they have (uidvd, “ Johnson, 
J'irst lieutenant of the Lmerald, is a man after your oun heart; put him in a way 
of taking a tiun-hoat, and J will answer he sueeecds, or loses his life in tlie att<‘mpt. 
1 think the ihirges and Laimeln-s should come to you to-morrow after the niftht 
has closed, and you will make your aiTau^omentH uerordinf^ly ; perhaps it would be 
better to try to cany some more (Juii boats, without the Jloiiib-keteh. 'J'he Jiieutc 
nant, who has the greatest merit iii taking ii ihig shall be made Captuiu of lier 
immediately” — iit.’iihrr of u hirh pnsbifUit'S is to hr Jon ud in thr Oriifiiiat LcNrr,m\\ 
ill the Nelson Papers. 

* Of this seeond bomhardmenl of Cadiz, the Commnnder-in Chief gave the follow 
ing oftieial ace-ount to Mr. Nepean, the Secretary to the Adinirnlly. i^Ltindon (j'azrtf<\ 
I'll August, 17!)7. ) 


“ Sir, 


“ Ville do I’aris, off Cadiz, the lOlh July, 1*017. 


“f desire you will acfinaint tlio Lords Coiiimissinners of the Adinirulty, that hear 
Admiral Nelson ordered a second Bombardment of Cadiz, on the night of the Mh, 
under the directifii) of Csqitain Bowen of the 'reqisiehore, Captain Miller of tie' 
’fhesens, and Captain Whiller of the Kiiicrnld; and appointed Mr. Jackson, Master 
of the Ville de Paris, to place the Thunderer, Terror, atul Strombolo ; and that the 
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captured her. At present the Brigs lie too close to each 
other to hope for a dash at them, but soon I expect to find 

one off her guard, and then . We have eighty-seven living 

prisoners now on board, and near thirty have since died of 
their wounds. News from (^adiz this morning is, that sonic 
people were killed in the Town, and fifteen were killed, and 
a great number wounded in the Spanish gun-boats. 

I am, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 

TO ADMIRAL SIR JOHN JKRVIS, K.IL* 

[I’roin Tuckers >[emoirs of the Karl of Si. Vinnciit, vol. i. p. 41S. ] 

H.M.S. Ship Thospus, 7lh .July, Vi'Xi . 

dear Sir, 

The Officer who came out with the Flag of Truce says, 
that our Ministers at Lisle arc Lords Grenville, Malmesbury, 

IhinihardiiiPiit i>rotlncp<l considprnhlc pfloct in tlip Town nnd ainon" tho Sliip]*inf?. 
'.rpii Sail of tilt* ainoiij' tlipiii tho Slops parrying the Flags of Adniiriils Mn- 

/iirvptlo and Oravina, having wsirped out of the range of shell, with ninch procijiita- 
tion tlip following morning; ami it is with great satisfaction 1 inform yon, that this 
important spr>i(’e was eUcotcd with very little loss on our side, as per enclosed return 
of killed and w(tmuled. 'I'lie Rear Admiral meditated another o])eration on the 
night of Saturday the ><th, under his own direction ; hut the wind blew so strong 
down the hay, he eould not get his bomh-vessels up to the point of Jittaek in lime. 

‘•!Mr. Hornsey, .Uiusters Mate of the Sealiorsc, distinguished liimself in a very 
remarkable manner. I am, ,*^e. 

•' St. Vixckm.” 

A RETURN* OF THE OFFICERS AND AIF.N REI.ONCINU TO THE S()r VDRON, WHO WERE 
KIT, LED OR WorXDED OX THE XIOHT OF THE .*H'H IXsTANT, ATTENDIXU THE 

“ Victoiy, William ('uming, (hnnmniRler. — I oflicer winiiided. 

Rlcnheim, W. Rowen, I'omnuuuler. — I seaman killed. 

Tlu^scns, R. W. Miller, ('oiumander.— 1 seaman killed; ‘i otliccrs, o marines or 
soldiers wonnded. 

t-'iilloden, 'r. 'frotihridge. Commander. — 1 seaman killed; - s(‘amen wounded. 

Irresistible, H. Afartin, Commamier. — 1 seaman wounded. 

Audaeions, 1), (Joiihl, Commander. — 1 olVieer, d seamen wounded. 

Seahorse, T. K. ITemautle. Commander. — 1 oilleer wounded. 

Officers Woi nded. 

Vict(»ry. — l,ieiitennnt< -dlius, much bruised. 

Theseus. — .lohit OMHeld, Ca]*tniu of Marities. 

Dido. — lolm Coltier. Midshipman. 

Audacious. Stephens*)]!, «Ulto. 

Seahorse. — .R)hn II'UMis-'v, Aciing-Assistaut. 

“ . 1 . .lEHVIs. 



408 


LETTERS. 


[1797. 


and St. Helens ; Dell ’ Campo and Camporosa, on the part of 
Spain ; and Dc la Croix, Le Turiieur, and another on the 
part of France: that Peace is expected every day, — that 
with the Emperor is ratified and finished; also, that the 
Government of Genoa is completely altered, — many ot the 
Senators were massacred, and their palaces plundered. News 
from Cadiz, by a Market-boat, that our Ships did much 
damage ; the Town was on fire in three places ; a shell that 
fell in a Convent destroyed several priests (that no hai'in, they 
will never be missed) ; that plunder and robbery was going 
on — a glorious scene of confusion ; that representations have 
been made to Mazaredo, and to the Admiral, to come out 
with the Fleet. I see an Admiral moving forwards, and now 
I perceive it is Mazaredo. The bombs and mortars will be 
finished to night, but I cannot part with the Isis. 1 liave 
aminged about the change of howitzers: to-morrow I will 
write on that subject. I wish you had mcntio;icd about Zea- 
lous : we hear nothing of her. 

Ever yours most faithfully, 

lIoEATio Nelson. 

Please God, 1 hope the Spanish Fleet are coming out, and 
the Admiral is under sail ; and I open my letter to say they 
are all on the move. 


TO ADMIKAJ. sm J()IL\ JERVIS, K.JJ. 


[From Tucker’s Memoirs of tli»’ Khi'I of Si. Viuroul, vol. i. ]•. j 

'rhesens, .Inly fl, i < !)i. 

My dear Sir, 

In the first place, I congratulate you on llic finish, as it 
ought, of the St. George’s business," and I (if I may be per- 


® i?yni{>toiii:-i of mnliny luiviiif^ sljcwed tlioiusolvrs on board soinr; of tlic Suips 
of Sir Joliii J/'r\i‘‘'s Fleet off ('a»liz, lie siipprosscd tliem witli his cli»iri».cteri'‘ti< 
\ifiOiir and d«‘C.ision. On Friday the <th, nnd Saturday the f^th of .Inly, four inuli 
Leers of the Saini Ocorge v ere tried hv a Coiirl-Marfial ; and on the latter da; . Sn 
John .lervis wrote two Note: respecting them to Nelson, in the first he siiid, U 
these four imfortiinate men -eeive Konteiiee of death, us there is every reason to hi. 
lieve th^ y will, from the strong and direct evidence which eariie home to the bosoms 
of all yesterday, and the Co rt MartiBl ends Ibis day, they will snfler at h o clock iu 
the evening, therefore,” &e. M the trial did not temuiittte until after sttuset, the 



MT. 38.] 


LETTERS. 


409 


mitted to say so) very much approve of its being so speedily 
carried into execution, even although it is Sunday, The par- 
ticular situation of the service requires extraordinary measures. 
I hope this will end all the disorders in our Fleet : had there 
been the same determined spirit at home, I do not believe it 
would have been half so bad, not but that I think Lord 
Howe’s sending back the first petition was wrong. 

Yours most affectionately and gratefully, 

IIoiiATio Nelson. 

TO sni HOBKirr cai.der, knight, first gaptain ro 

ADAH HAL THE EARL OF ST. VINCENT, K.R. 

[From Tucker s “ Memoirs of Uie Eaii of St. Vincent,’' vol. i. p. O-^,] 

My dear Sir, 'i'Ijckcus, July yiu, it'j?. 

I am sorry that you should have to differ with [Vice- 
Admiral Thompson] but had it been Christmas Day instead 
of Sunday, I would have executed them. 


sentence was not carried into execution on tlie Sih, and Sir .loliU .lervis eonse- 
(jnently wrote to Rear .\dniiial Nelson; “ The sentence must l»e carried into cxecu- 
tioji to-morrow morning, although it is Sunday, and you will take care to have the 
lk)n!s of the (kdatdied Sijuadron up in time .” — iiifoiirnphs in the Nelson I’ajiertf. 
In a Letter to Nelson, dated Ville de Paris, Sunday Evening, Dili .Inly, li!)!,” 
Sii .lohn JiTvis “^aid : — “ Vice Admiral Thoinjison has pri '^umcd to censure ihe 
execution on the Sahhath, in a puldie letter; and I luive insisted on his being 
removed from this Fleet immediately, or that I shall bi' called bouie ; and 1 have 
Mlimhifnl for no jiiorr .hf/nirofs." — .1 uf>o/rojih in tbe Nelson Papers. Writing to 
Earl Spencer on that tlay, tbe (dinmaialer in-Chief obseivcd. “ The ('onrt Alaitial 
on the mutineers of the St. (leorge did not finish before sunset yesterday, or //no/ 
H'oufif hove fn-en rxrt uivtl lauf ni;ihf. The most daring and protligaie of rbcm eoii- 
fessed to tin? Clergyman who attended him, that tin* plan had been in eonieinpla- 
tion six nioiitbs, in eoneerl with tbe llritannia, ('aidain, Ihadeni, and Egiuont. I 
hope I shall not he censured hy the Bench of Bishojis, as I have been b} A ice- 
Admiral i d'bomps()n,J for profaning the Salduitli ; tbe criminals asked live days to 
prepare, itt wliicli they woubl have htiielied live hundred treasons ; besides that, we 
are provoking the Spanish Fleet to eomc out by every means in our power; and 
^even and twenty (Inn and Mo’ tnr boats did actually adMince, dastardly euougb, it 
must be confessed, and cannonaded tbe nd\tmced Squadron, now cot; posed of ten 
Rail of tbe Line, on seeing iwiuitv Bargi- and Pinnac'cs go to attend the execution 
ol the sentema*.”’ — Tucker's J/c}iu>irs <ii Kurl Si. I iu('cul, m> 1. i. p. (hi the 

-’2nd of September, the Admiialty aekno ledged the rei*eipt of Lord St. \inccuts 
letter announcing ihe execution of the mutineers on the Sunday, and their Lord- 
ships expressed “thoir verv high approbutio'i" of his “couduct on that unpleasant 
aiul urgent occasion.”— .Ibid. p. dlti. 
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We know not what might have been hatched by a Sundtij’s 
grog : 7 WW j^our discipline is safe. I talked to our pco})Ie, 
and, I hope, with good effect: indeed, they scern a very quiet 
set. Ever your most faithful, 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO ADMIRAL Sill JOHN JERVIS, K.R. 

[From Clarke and M‘Artlmr, vol. ii. p. ‘‘0, ^vho thus abridge the f»>rmev pnrl of 
this Letter;’— “Oil the 0th of July, J7'J7, he informed I*ord St. Vincent, that, 
although he hoped em)ugh had been done to force otit the Spanish Fleet, yet in case 
there had not, he would try them again, ‘when,* he added,’*] 

OthJuly, I7!n. 

Down comes Cadiz ; and not only Cadiz, but their Fleet, 
if Mazaredo will not come out. The people of Cadiz 
are told, that they have made great destruction amongst 
us, and believe it; and reports say their gun and mortar-boats 
are to attack our advanced Squadron the very first calm night. 
If tliey succeed in cither destroying some of us, or crippling 
our masts, then Mazaredo puts to sea, and destroys you; 
therefore do not be surprised, my dear Sir, if you hear a can- 
nonade ; I am prepared. 

I am, &c, 

Horatio Nelson, 


TO ADMIRAL SIR JOHN JERVIS, K.R. 

: Eruiu Tuckers Memoirs of the Earl of St. Vincent, vol. i.p. till.] 

H.M.S. The-seus, .luly RUh, IRIT. 

My dear Sir, 

I will send Mr. Yawkins off San Pedro, and hope it will 
answer its intended purpose. 1 was in hopes the gentry 
would have enabled me to liavc a run at them, but they arc too 
much on their guard. If the King of Spain goes on this wa}", 
and the Mexican Fleet fall into our hands, he will be like 
Billy Pitt, give nothing but paper. As for those shots flying 
about the Theseus, it will do her good, and make her the 

* Chirke and M‘Arthur introduced into this I.cltcr, two parugraphs out of the fol- 
lowing Lctt^'r of the lOth of July, 
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better for your support in some proud day, not far distant, 1 
hope. Portugal ought to be grateful for your attention to her 
interest, and so ought Utile England. 

Believe me ever your most faithful, 

Horatio Nelson. 

The Dons will be tired enough to take a good nap this 
afternoon. 


TO SIR JAMES SAUMAllEZ, CAPTAIN OF JUS MAJESTY’S SHIP 
ORION. 

[Autofjrnplj, in lli(3 possession of the Dowager Lady de Saiiniarcz.j 

Theseus, July lOlh, l'<!)7. 

Dear Sir, 

I beg you will have the goodness to immediately send in my 
Letter for Don Josef de Mazaredo: his liOtter of yesterday 
docs not please tlic Admiral. 

Ever your most obedient Servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO CAPTAIN JOHN NICHOLSON INGLEFIELD, 
(OMMISSIONKR OF THE NAVY AT (HRRALrAR. 

; I'rom Clarke and M'Adhur, V(d. ii. p. 


duly lltl», 1707. 

My dear Sir, 

I am sorry to find, from General O’Haras letter, that he 
has the smallest alarm for our success in anything my great 
Commandcr-in-Chicf plans : liad my orders been well exe- 
cuted, not a Spanish gun or mortar boat would have been left 
at Cadiz. Our loss of men is most trifling; but, however 
that might have been, I had rather sec fifty shot by the 
Enemy, than one hanged by us. It is good at these times to 
keep the Devil out of their heads. 

Mazaredo is alarmed ; has drawn all liis Ships between St. 
Mary’s and Cadiz ; and if you make haste with the sea-mor- 
tar, I will bomb him out of Cadiz bay. Three fires were seen 
in the Town, but they were got under without much difficulty. 
I laid myself with the Bomb on the strong face of Cadiz, seventy 
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guns and eight mortars. They expected me on the weak side. 
The next night I took them on the soft side, and eighty shells 
fell in the Town, and some over it amongst their Shipping. 
Yesterday, in the Theseus, I had the honour of every gun from 
the southern part of Cadiz, and of every Gun and Mortar-boat. 
I could not get them out so far as I wished, or some of them 
should have paid me a visit. I sent ninety-one prisoners into 
Cadiz, whom I took on the night of the 3rd; and, as to killed, 
I know nothing about them : eighteen were killed in the 
Commanding Officer's boat, that had the presumption to lay 
my Barge aboard, manned with some of the Agamemnon’s 
people. My Squadron is now ten Sail of the Line. If they 
come out, there will be no fighting beyond rny Scpiadron. 

I am, &c,y 

IIouATio Nelson. 


TO MRS. XKLSOX. 


[From C'hu'ke and iVLArtliur, vol. ii. i>. 

•Inly l-*th to I hr Mill, ItDl. 

I should be glad if the house were bought : and if you do 
not object, I should like Norfolk in preference to any other 
part of the Kingdom ; but do you choose. I am sure the 
time is past for doing anything for George Tobin ; luul he 
been witli me, he would long since have Ijccn a Captain, and 
I should have liked it, as being most exceedingly pleased with 
him. My late Affair here will not, 1 believe, lower me in the 
opinion of the world. I have had flattery enough to make 
me vain, and success enough to make me confident. When 
you know I am sent from the Fleet, never calculate on a letter 
until you hear I am returned. I am always sorry when you 
cOre disappointed ; and as I may now be absent for a short 
time,^ do not be anxious about letters, for you cannot hear 
from me. Ever believe me your most affectionate husband, 

IIoiLVTio Nelson. 


* Tljc Ooirimamlfr iji Cljirf having rrceivcMl intelligence that a Spanish Ship called 
“ K1 Principe (I’Asturias,” richly laden, from Manilla to Cadiz, was at Santa Ornz, 
it was determined to carry Nelson’s favourite design of niracking that placo into rftcct ; 
but it muat not be forgotten, that a principal cause of its failure was, that, ftu esscuiitd 
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MEMORANDA. 

[AiitOjjrapb, iu the Nelson Pmnn*s. This Paper appears to contain certain Ques- 
tions relating to the attack on Tciicrifte, which Nelson sniiniitled to Admiral Sir 
Jolni Jervis, whose decision iipon them is added.] 

When the Summons is sent in to demand the immediate 
Surrender of Santa Cruz, or the whole Island, with the entire 
Cargoes of such Ships as may have landed them at that place, 
and every species of property, together with Cannon, Stores, 
&c., which is not b()7id Jide the actual growth of the Island of 
Tcncriffe, or such goods as may be the property of shop- 
keepers for tlic consumption of the inhabitants of the Island — 
I wisli to know if it is your directions, that I do, at the same 
time, demand a contribution of dollars for the preservation of 
all other property in the Island of Tcncriffe, together with the 
Vessels employed on the fishery on the African Coast ? 

jSot to demand any contribution if all is given up. 

Is it your opinion, that the Summons should be for the 

]iavi of 111 • ori;ritiiil pljin was not oavriocl out, nnnudy tlio nssistiiiK e of a body of 
'I’voops. ( Vide pp. .'uib .'{''0, auto.) On tlie uioriiiiifjf of ilio 1 Ith of .Inly, he cpiitted 
the iii-sliore Scpmdfoii, and joined the main body oftlie fleet. He then, it appears, sub- 
mitted the above mentioned points for Sir .Tohn .)er\is’s eoiisideralioii, and received 
tl)e followin^^ order for (he Mxjtediiion ; — ** Hy Sir .Tohn .lervis, Knij^ht of tlte Bath, 
.Admiral of (he ITJne, and Comniander-in (’liief «»f hi'< .Majesty's SJiips and Vessels 
employed, ami to he employed, in the .Mediterranean, kXc. vVe. iSce. You are hereby 
required and directed to take the Sliips named in the mai '^in’* under your comnmnd, 
their (hiptains heiii',^ iusinieted to obey your orders, and to proceed with tin; utmost 
CNpedilioii oil’ the Ishiiid of reuerilVe, and there make your dispositions for taking 
])ossessioii of the ’I’own of Santa t'rn/, by a sinMen and vigorous As.-anlt. In ease 
of success, yon are aiilliori/.i'd to lay a hoaw contribution on the inhabitants of the 
'Fown and adjacent district, if they do not put you in posscs'.ion of the v.liole cargo 
of, I', I Principe d'.\stnrias, from .Manilla, hound to (.'adi/, belonging to the Philippine 
(-'oinpany, and all the treasure belonging to the Crown of Sjmin; and yon arc to 
endeavour to lake, sink, burn, or oilicrwiso destroy, all Vessels of (werv description, 
even those eitiployed itt the I'ishery, on the Coast of Africa, unless a just contribu- 
tion is made for their ])reservalion, bv the inhabitants of the Canary' Islands ; and 
liaving j)erfonned your mission, yon arc to make the best of your way back, to join 
mo off this Port. (liven on bo.iid the Ville do Pans, olf t’ndi/, the 1 Itb July, 1 <97. 
J. Jeiivis .” — Oriyinul in the Nels(»n Papms. 

(in the loth of. Inly, Sir .lobn .ler>is '.litis atfectionalely expressed liis wishes for 
Nelson’s success : — “ (lod bless and j)V'i-,per \oti. J am sure you will deserve suc- 
cess. To mortals is not given the pou r of cuimnanding it. — rbid, 

* “ 'I'boscna, (^illoden, /calons, 1. candor, Sc iborsc, I '.incndd, Terpsichore, Fox 

(1 ), Cutter.” 
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whole Island of TcnerilFe, or only for the Town of Santa Cruz, 
and the district belonging to it? 

For the whole Island. 

What contribution do you wish me to demand for the 
preservation of private property, with the exceptions as before, 
for the Grand Canary ? 

Palma, Gomera, Ferro, Forte Ventura, Lancerote. 

And, ill case of a refusal to what I may think reasonable 
Terms, to what length may I proceed with propriety ? 

[The answer to this Question is not given.] 


MKMORA\J)UAr. 

[Autograph, in the Nelson l*apcr.s.] 

The Cullodcn and Zealous to each make a Platform^ for one 
18-pounder. The Theseus to make a slay for dragging cannon. 

Each Ship to make as many iron ram-rods as possible, it 
being found that the wooden ones arc very liable to break 
when used in a hurry. 

The Seahorse to make a platform for one nine-pounder. 
July 17th, Delivered. 

* The unnexed Section of the riatlorm is amotig the Nelson Papers :— 


4 K,t 
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QUEftTIOXS WHICH APPEAR TO HAVE BEEX j=;iJIiMinED TO 
ONE OR MORE OF THE CAPTAINS OF THE SQUADRON. 

[AiitograpL, in the Nelson Papers.] 

Question 1st. 

Is it your opinion that from the information we have been 
able to collect, and from Lieutenant Wably’s plan, that the 
landing should be made in the valley marked E., known by 
the name of Lion’s Mouth, and endeavour to get over the 
mountain marked F. and attack the fort marked G? Or is it 
your opinion that, at leiist, 600 men should be landed under 
the Line Walh mid to escalade that wall ? 

2nd. 

Supposing the escalade of the Line Wall to be successful, 
is it your opinion that an immediate attack should be made 
on the Town and Mole, by turning to the left, or should the 
attack be made by turning to the right, and attacking the 
battery G. ? 


THE FOLLOWlN(r RECU f.ATIONS ARE RE( OMMENDED HV 
REAR-ADMIRAL NE1.SON. 


fAutugraph, in the NeKon Papers.] 


.Iiilv 17th. r 170(1.] 

1st. 

That each Ship’s Boats should be kept together by towing 
each other, which will keep the people of each Ship collected, 
and the Boats will be in six divisions, and nearly got on shore 
at the same moment. 


2nd. 

‘ The Marines of each Ship of the Line to bo }>ut in their 
Launche.s, which will carry (hem. 

3rd. 

The moment the Boats are discovered by a firing being 
made on them, the Bomb-vcs.sel to commence her (ire on the 
Town, and to keep it up till the Hag ot truce is hoisted from 
cither the Enemy or from us. 

4th. 

That a Captain should be directed to see the Boats put oft 
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from the beach, that more men may be speedily got on shore 
with the field-pieces. 

5th. 

Frigates to anchor, as soon as possible after the alarm is 
given, or the forces ashore, near the battery in the N.E. part 
of the Bay. 

6th. 

Immediately as the forces get on shore, they are to get in the 
rear of the battery marked G., in the N.E. part of the Bay, 
and to instantly storm it, and also to take post on the top of 
the hill which is above it. 

Every Ship to land the number of men as against their 
names expressed,^ with a proper proportion of Officers and Mid- 
shipmen, exclusive of Commissioned Officers and servants. 

And the Captains are at liberty to send as many more men 
as they please, leaving sufficient to manage the Ship, and to 
man the launch and another boat. Every (Japtain that 
chooses, is at liberty to land, and command his seamen, under 
the direction of Captain Troubridge. 

It is recommended to put as many Marine coats or jackets 
on the seamen as can be procured, and that all should have 
canvas cross-belts. 

The Marines to be all under the direction of Captain 
Oldfield, the senior Marine Officer; and he is directed to put 
himself under the direction of Captain Troubridge, as is 
Lieutenant Baynes, of the Royal Artillery, with his Detach- 
ment. 


TO THOMAS TIIOI BHIDGK, KSQ., f'APTAI.V OF II.M. SHIP CULLO- 
DE\, A\D C'OMAIAMJKU OF TIIF FOllCKS OKDEUKD TO BK 
LANDED FOR TAKIXG SANTA CTU'Z. 


• in ilu* Nrlsoii PijjierH.] 

Sir, TJifseiis fit Sea, ‘-iOth .luly, 1707. 

I desire you will take under your command the number of 
Seamen and marines named in the Margin,® who will be under 


* 'flif sens, iOO. Zealous, 200. 'I’eriisichorc, 100. 

Cullfxleii, 200. Sealiorse, 100. Emerald, 100. 

Exclusive of Officers and Servants, 000. 

* [As above.] 
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the command of Captains Hood, Fremantle, Bowen, Miller, 
and Waller, and the Marines under the command of Captain 
Thomas Oldfield, and a detachment of the Royal Artillery 
under the command of Lieutenant Baynes, all of whom are 
now embarked on board liis Majesty’s Frigates, Seahorse, 
Terpsichore, and Iilmerald. 

With this detachment you will proceed as near to the 
Town of Santa Cruz as possible, without endangering your 
being perceived; when you will embark as many men as 
the Boats will carry, and force your landing in the north- 
cast part of the Bay of Santa Cruz, near a large battery. 
The moment you are on shore, I recommend you to first 
attack the battcr}'^ ; which when carried, and your post 
secured, you will either proceed by storm against the Town 
and Mole-head battery, or send in my Letter, as you judge 
most proper, containing a Summons, of which I send you a 
copy ; and the terms are either to be accepted or rejected in 
the time specified, unless you see good cause for prolonging 
it, as no alteration will be made in them : and you will pursue 
such other methods as you judge most projier for speedily 
effecting my orders, which arc to possess m yself of all cargoes 
and treasures which may be landed in the Island of Teneriffe. 

Having the firmest confidence in the ability, bravery, and 
zeal of yourself, and all placed under your command, I have 
only to heartily wish you success, and to assure you that 1 
am your most obedient and faithful servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 


fAulosjmjt]). in tin* Nelson Papers.; 

’rhf'sous, .Inly ‘iOtli, 1707. 

The Cullodcn’s Oflicers and men, with only their arms, to 
be ready to go ou board the Terpsichore, at 1 p.m., tliis day ; 
to carry with them four ladders, (each of which to have a 
lanyard four fathoms long,) a sledge-hammer, wedges, and a 
broad axe. 

The Boats’ oars to be mulhed with either a piece of canvas 
or kersey. ^ 

Delivered July 20th, to the (hillodcn, Zealous, and The- 
seus. 

YOL. II. 


E E 
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TO LIEUTENAXT BAYKES,' ROYAL ARTILLERY. 

[From a Copy, in the Nelson Papers.] 

Tlieseiis, July 20tli, ITO/. 

Sir, 

As I have directed Captain Thomas Troubridge, of his 
Majesty’s Ship Cullodcn, to command the Forces destined to 
take the Town of Santa Cruz, I have to request that you will 
attend to all his desires, for the more speedily executing my 
orders, and I send you the third Article of the Regulations I 
have recommended. I have the honour to be, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 

Article 3rd. 

The moment the boats are discovered by a firing being 
made on them, the Bomb-vessel to commence licr firing oii 
the Town, and to keep it up till a Flag of Truce is hoisted 
either from the Enemy or from us. 


TO CAPTATX TIIO:\[AS OLDFIELD, SEMOR rAPTATX OF THE 
MARINES ORDERED TO DISEMIlARK. 


[From a Copy, in the Nelson I'lipers. | 


Theseus, July ^iOih, 171)7. 

Sir, 

You will take the command of all the Marines of the 
Sfiuadron, and juit yourself under the command of Captain 
Troubridge of II.M.S. Cullodcn, who has my order to com- 
mand the Force.s landed for tlie taking the Town of Santa 
Cruz. 


I am, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 


‘ LieuKih.'iiit Ihiyuo^i, ivlio is aficrwanlM .so highly spokon of, ol>tniuc<l thorauk of 
IJeiWf'Uaut Colonel, in Deceinhrr IHII, mul died on the iHth of .Ijiuuary ISIH. 
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TO THE GOVERNOR, OR COMMANDING OFFICER OF SANTA CRUZ. 

[Autograph draught, in the Nelson Tapers.] 

By Sir Horatio Nelson, Knight of the Most Honourable 

Order of the Bath, Rear-Admiral of the Blue, and 

Commander-in Chief of his Britannic Majesty’s Forces by 

Sea and Land, before Santa Cruz. 

Sir, Theseus. XiOth July, 1707. 

I have the honour to acquaint you, that I am come here 
to demand the immediate surrender of the Ship El Principe 
d’Asturias, from Manilla bound to Cadiz, belonging to the 
Philippine Company, together with her whole and entire 
cargo ; and also all such other cargoes and property as may 
have been landed in the Island of TcucrifTe, and not intended 
for the consumption of its Inhabitants. And, as it is my 
earnest wish that not one individual inhabitant of the Island 
of Tcncriffe should suffer by my demand being instantly com- 
])lied with, I offer the following most honourable and liberal 
Terms ; whieh if refused, the horrors of war, which will fall on 
the Inhabitants of Teneride, must be by the World imjmted 
to you, and to you only ; for I shall destroy Santa Cruz, 
and the other Towns in the Island, by a bombardment, and 
levy a very heavy contribution on the Island. 

Auticee 1st. 

The Forts shall be delivered to me ; and instantly a party of 
the British troops shall be put in possession of the gates. 

Articek 2nd. 

The Garrison shall lay down their arms ; but the Officers 
shall be allowed to keep their swords, and the Garrison, with- 
out the condition of being prisoners of War, shall be tran- 
sported to Spain, or remain in the Island whilst their conduct 
is orderly and proper, as the Commanding Officer pleases. 

Auticee .‘5rd. 

Upon the express condition that the full and entire cargoes of 
El Principe d’Asturias, and all such other cargoes and pro- 
perty as may have been landed on the Island of Tenoriffc, 
and not intended for the consumption of its Inhabitants, [shall 
be surrendered,] and the first Article complied with, not the 
smallest contribution shall be levied on the Inhabitants; but 

E E 2 
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they shall enjoy the fullest protection in their persons and 
properties. 

Article 4th. 

No interference whatever shall be made in the Holy Ca- 
tholic Religion ; the Ministers of it, and and all its Religious 
Orders, shall be considered as under my especial care and 
protection. 

Article 5tli. 

The Laws and Magistrates shall be continued as at present, 
unless by the general wish of the Islanders. These Terms 
subscribed to, the Inhabitants of the Town of Santa Cruz shall 
lodge their arms in one house, under the joint care of the 
Bishop and Chief Miigistratc; and it will be my pride to 
consult with those Gentlemen, what may be most advantageous 
for the Inhabitants. Horatio Nelson. 

I allow half of one hour for acceptance or rejection. 

Horatio Nelson.^ 

TO AD.AIIIIAL SIR JOHN JKRVIS, K.IL 

[From a Coi)y in the Nel^soii Papers. A full account of llu; ju’oeectlings and failure 
of the Squadron at TeneritVe will he found in N'cdson’s Journal, and in Captain Trou- 
hridgfe’s Report. (Vide p. l‘J7, post.) It is, therefore, only necessary to observe 
here, tluit the first atteni])t against Santa Cruz was intended to have been made in 
the night of tin* ’ilst, but the Ships were iliscoven d hedoro they eflected a landing, 
'fhe following Letter, which announced Nels<m‘s intiMiliou to renew the atfaek in 
person, during the night of .Monday, the ’ilth of July, is sii]»posed to he the last ho 
ever wrote with his right liuiul, and Clarke und 31‘Arthur have given a /he similr of 
it. Those \Miters .state that previous to the attack, Nelson, with some of the Caj»- 
tains of his .Squadron, .‘^upped on hoard the Seahorse, Captain i’reinaiille, at whond 
tahk“the lady, wlniin he had lately married in the Medilewauean, jiresided, and add that 
“ Nelson, on leaving the Tliesens, being sensible of the extreme danger to which he 
was about to he exjmsed, had called his son in-law, TJentemmt Nisbet, who had fhe 
w.-itch on deck, into the cabin, that lie iniglit assist in arranging ami hurning his 
Afother’s letters ; when perceiving that theyoniigiiinii was armed, he had begged of bim 
earnestly to remain behind, adding, ‘ Should we both fall, .losiah, what wotild become 
(»f your poor Alotlier ? The care of the Theseus falls to you ; stay, therefore, and take 


* On the Pajier containing the draught of this I.etter, Nelson wrote the following 
Memoranda; — 

ra), Launch. *^0, Frigate’s Launch. 

Barge. Barge. 

14, Yawl. 1.}, Cutter. 410 

10, Pinnace. Il l 


ICS 
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charge of her.’ ‘ Sir,’ replied Nisbet, ‘ the Sliip must take cni’e of herself. 1 will 
go with you to-uight, if T never go agaiii.’”— Ch/r/re (tnd McArthur, vol. ii. 35. 
Whatever oilier aiTaiigemeufs Nelson may have made, lie certainly did not destroy 
his Wife’s Letters, because tliey still exist among the Nelson Papers.] 

My dear Sir, Theseus, off Santa Cruz, .luly ‘^4lh, H p.m. 

I shall not enter on the subject while we arc not in posses- 
sion of Santa Cruz ; your partiality will give credit, that all 
has hitherto been done which was possible, but without effect : 
this night I, humble as I am, command the w^hole, destined to 
land under the batteries of the Town, and to-morrow my 
head will probably be crowned with either laurel or cypress. 
I have only to recommend .Tosiah Nisbet to you and my 
(Country. With every affectionate wish for your health, and 
every blessing in this world, believe me your most ffiithful, 

Horatio Nelson, 

The Duke of Clarence, should I fall in the service of my 
King and Country, will, I am confident, take a lively interest 
for my Soii-in-Law, on his name being mentioned. 


TO ms ]:.\ci:lij:n('v don antonio gitierue/, 

C’OMMANDANT-GENERAI. OF THE CANARY ISLANDS. 

■ l''rom lliurisou’s “ Life «»f Nclsou,” vol, i. p. ‘H5.] 

llis Majesty's Sliip 'I'hescus, opposite Simla Cnr/ de Toueritt’e, 
Sir, ' ' •>ruh.Jnly,l^‘.)L 

I cannot take my departure from this Island, without re- 
turning your Excellency my sincerest thanks for your atten- 
tion towards me, by your humanity in favour of our wounded 
men in your power, or under your care, and for your gene- 
rosity towards all our people wdio were disembarked, which I 
shall not fail to represent to my Sovereign, hoping also, at a 
proper time, to assure your Excellency in person how truly I 
am. Sir, your most obedient, humble servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 

P.S. — I trust your Excellency will do me the honour to 
accept of a Cask of English beer and a cheese. 
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TO ADMIRAL SIR JOHN JMVIS, KM. 

[From a Copy in the Xelson Papers, printed in the liondon Gazette of S«*ptoin- 
her ‘hid, 171)7. It is nniiarkable that in this, his ottieiiil Dispateh, Nelson does 
not mention his own wound, of which his biogrtiphevs the followin{? aecomit: — 
“ Attemled by his son-in-law, Nelson had proceeded from the Seahorse to the 
^Fole of Santa Cruz, and hud there received his severe wound [a ‘^rape-shot] throuf^h 
the right elbow, [^ihe same tire having wounded seven other men in their right 
arms,] as ho was in tlie act of drawing his Sword ami stepping out of the Boat. 
This Sword, which he had so long and deservedly valued from respect to his iimde 
Maurici* Suckling, was grasped, when falling, in his left hand, notwitlistaiuliiig the 
agony he ('iidured. Lienteiinnt Nishet, who had remained close to him, suav his 
father in-law wounded from the tremeudons fire of the Spaniards, and heard him 
exclaim, ‘ I am shot through the arm, 1 am a dead man.’ Nisliet placed him at the 
bottom of the Boat, and obscniiig that the .siglit of the iiiiautity of blood whicli had 
rushed from tin* shattered arm seemed to inerease the faintness, he took off his hal 
to (‘oneeal it. fie then witli great presenee of mind exainiiasl the state of the 
wound, and Indding the shattered arm so as to stanch the blood, he took some silk 
haiulkorcliiels from liis neck, and bound them tiglitly above the lacerated \esM is; 
but for tills attention. Nelson, as be afterwards declared, must ha\e perished. Atr, 
Nisbef was assisted by a .seaman of tlie name of LoncI. one of the .Adminirs Hargis, 
men ; who, liaviiig lorn his shirt into shreds, consfrncted a sling for tlie wounded 
arm. 'J’liev tln’ii collected live other seamen, and at length, with tlndr nssistanec 
got the Hoat alloar, wliicli had grounded from the falling of the tide. llaNiiig thus 
far siieeeedod, riieiiti'imnt Nishet took one of the oars tlial veinained, and ordered the 
man wlio steered to go close umler the gnus of the iialleries, that they might he safl' 
from their tremeudons tire. The voice of bis son-iii-lau enforcing this jndieiotis 
order, roused Nelson from his fainting state, and he imiuedintejy dt sinal to he lifted 
np in tlic boat, that, to use his own words, ‘ he mif^ht look a little ahmii him:’ lie 
was accordingly niised liy Nishet. 'I'lie scene of deslruetimi and the tenl|)e^tllons 
sraMveii* sublimely dreatlfnl ; a painful uncertainty pre\ailed respecting the fate of his 
brave companions; when, on a sudden, a general sliriek from llie crew of the Fox, 
wliieh liad sunk t'rori a shot she liad rceeivi d nndi'r water, made iln* .\dmiral fingci 
his own weak and painful .stale. .Many were re.sened fii>m a watery grave by Nelsoti 
himself, whose humane exertions on this oeeu-,ion mhled eonsiderahly to the agony 
and danger of liis wound. Niin’ty seven men, ineludiiig Jdenteinint Gibson, were 
lost, and eighty-three wme savetl. 'I’he tirst Shij» whiolj the Boat eonld reach, hap 
pened to ho the Seahorse ; hut nothing i-onld induce the .\dmiral to go on hoard, 
tliongli lie was assured that it might he ut the risk of his life, if tliey attempted to 
row to another .Ship; ‘ I’lieii 1 will die,’ he exclaimed, ‘for I would rather stili'er 
deatli than alann Airs. ITeiimiitle by her seeing’ me in tliis state, and when 1 can 
give her no tidings wliatever of her linsband. They accordingly j*roeeeded without, 
further delay for tlie Tliesens ; when, notwiihstandiug the inereased iniiii and weak 
ness which he experienced, he peremptorily refusal all assistance in getting on 
board: ‘ Let me alone, I lisive yet my legs left, and one arm. T’»dl the surgeon li* 
make lutste atid get his instrinnents. I. know 1 must lose my right arm, so the 
soon.-r it is o/f (lie better.” — (Harh- nm! APJrfhur, vol. ii. j». .‘In. 

Some aceonnl of what passed after the Admiral had been wounded, is eoii- 
taiiied in a letter from .Mr. Ilosie, one of the midshipmen, to Ills father. “ At two 



MT. 38 .] 


LETTERS. 


423 


o’clock [ill the morning] Admiral Nelson returned on hoard, hoing dreadfully 
wounded in the right arm with a gi'ape-shot. I leave you to judge of iny situation, 
when 1 beheld our bout approach with him who I may say has been u second father 
to me, his right arm duiigUiig by his side, whilst with the other he helped himself 
to jump up the Ship’s side, and with a spirit that astonished every (me, told the sur- 
geon to get hi« iiislruTnonls ready, for he knew he must lose his tum, and that the 
sooner it was otf the better. He underwent the auipulalioii with the same firmness 
and courag^^ that have always marked his character.”— illcr/ioirs of Coplain Sir 
William Hode, vol. i. p. V.h] 


Theseus, oft’ Santa Cruz, •Z'Jtli July, 170V. 

Sir, 

In obedience to your orders to make a vigorous attack on 
Santa Cruz, in the Island of Teneriffo, I directed from the 
Ships under rny command, 1000 men, including Marines, to 
he prepared for landing, under the direction of Captain 
Trouhridge, of his Majesty’s Ship Cullodcn, and Captains 
Hood, Thompson, Fremantle, Bowen, Miller and Waller, 
who very handsomely volunteered their services ; and although 
I am under the painful necessity of acquainting you that we 
have not been able to succeed in our attack, yet it is my duty 
to state that I hcliovc more daring intrepidity was never 
shewn than by the Captains, Officers, and Men you did me 
the honour to place under my command.^ 

Enclosed I transmit to you a list of the killed and wounded, 
and amongst the former, it is with the deepest sorrow, I have 
to place the name of Captain Richard Bowen, of his Majesty’s 
Ship Tcrpsieliorc, than whom a more enterprising, able, and 
gallant Ofliccr does not grace his Majesty's Naval service ; and 
with great regret I have to mention the loss of Lieutenant 
John Gibson, (commander of the Fox cutter, and a great 
number of gallant Officers and men. 

I have the honour to he. Sir, 

With the greatest respect, 

Your most faithful and obedient Servant, 

IIoiUTio Nelson. 


’’ In the Copy in the Nelson Papers the following pavagrapli ocoms here, but it 
is not in the Letter in the Loiuloii (la/ettc : — “And the doiirnal Nvhieli 1 transmit 
you herewith will, 1 hop(', convince you that my abilities, humble as they arc, 
have been exerted on the present occasion.” 
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LIST OF KILLED, AVOUNDED, DROWNED, AND MISSING, OF Dls 

majesty’s ships under-mentioned, in storming SANTA 

CIWZ, IN THE ISLAND OF TENERIFFE, ON THE NIGHT OP 

THE 24tH of JULY, 1797. 

Theseus. — 8 seamen, 4 marines, killed ; 23 seamen 

wounded ; 34 seamen and marines drowned. 

Culloden. — 1 seaman, 2 marines killed ; 12 seamen, 6 ma- 
rines, wounded ; 36 seamen and marines drowned. 
Zealous. — 3 seamen, 2 marines, killed; 19 seamen, 2 ma- 
rines, wounded. 

Leandcr.— l seaman, 5 marines, killed ; 1 seaman, 4 ma- 
rines, wounded ; 1 ditto missing. 

Seahorse. — 2 seamen killed ; 13 seamen, 1 marine, wounded. 
Terpsichore. — 8 seamen killed; 9 seamen, 2 marines, 
wounded ; 4 seamen and marines missing. 

Emerald. — 5 seamen, 3 marines, killed; 11 seamen 
wounded ; 10 seamen and marines drowned. 

Fox Cutter. — 17 seamen and marines drowned. 

Total: 28 seamen, 16 marines, killed; 90 seamen, 15 
marines, wounded ; 97 seamen and marines drowned ; 5 
seamen and marines missing. 

Officers killed. 

Richard Bowen, Captain of the Terpsichore. 

George Thorpe, First Lieutenant of ditto. 

John Weatherhead, Lieutenant of the Theseus. 

William Earnshaw, Second Lieutenant of the Leander. 
Raby Robinson, Lieutenant of ^larines, of ditto. 

Lieutenant Basham, Marines, of the k^mcrald. 

Lieutenant John Gibson, of the Fox cutter, drowmed. 
Officers wounded. 

Rear-Admiral Nelson, his right arm shot off. 

Captain Thompson, of the Leander, slightly. 

Captain Fremantle, of the Seahorse, in the arm. 

Lieutenant J. Douglas, of ditto, in the hand. 

Mr. Waits, Midshipman, of the Zealous. 

Horatio Nelson. 



JET. 38.] 


LETTERS. 


425 


A DETAIL OF THE PROCEEDIXGS OF THE E.XPEDITIOX AGALVST 

THE TOWN OF SANTA CIU/Z, IX THE ISLAND OF TEXEIUFFE. 

[Vrom a Covy in Uie Nelson PniiMs, ilic original liaviiig ai.tai'cmly been trans- 
mitted in tlic x>i’cccding Letter.] 

On Friday, the 21st instant, (July,) I directed to be em- 
barked on board the Seahorse, Terpsichore, and Emerald 
Frigates, one thousand men, (including 250 Marines, under 
the command of Captain Thomas Oldfield,) the whole com- 
manded by Captain Troubridge, attended by all the boats of 
the Squadron, scaling-ladders, and every implement which I 
thought necessary for the success of the enterprise. ^ I directed 
that the Boats should land in the night, between the Fort on 
the north-east side of the Bay of Santa Cruz and the Town, 
and endeavour to make themselves masters of that Fort, which 
when done, to send in iny Summons, the liberal terms of which 
I am confident you will approve. 

Although the Frigates approached within three miles of the 
place of debarkation by twelve o’clock, jet from the unfore- 
seen circumstance of a strong gale of wind in the offing, and 
a strong current against them in shore, they did not approach 
within a mile of the landing-place when the day dawned, 
which discovered to the Spaniards our force and intentions. 
On my approach with the Line-of-Battle Ships, Ca})tains 
'IVoubridgc and Bowen, with Captain Oldfield, of the i\Ia- 
rincs, came on l.)oard, to consult with me what was best to be 
done, and were of o})inion, if they could possess themselves of 
the heights over the Fort above mentioned, that it could be 
stormed, to which I gave my assent, and directed the Linc- 
of-Battlc Ships to batter the Fort, in order to create a diver- 
sion ; but this was found impracticable, not being able to get 
nearer the shore than three miles, from a calm and contrary 
currents, nor could our meu possess themselves of the heights, 
as the Enemy had taken possession of them, and seemed as 
anxious to retain &:e, as we were to get them. Thus foiled 
in rriy original plan, I considered it for the honour of our 
King and Country not to give over the attempt to possess 
ourselves of the Town, that our enemies might be convinced 
there is nothing which Englishmen arc not equal to ; and 
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confident in the bravery of those who would be employed in 
the service, I embarked every person from the shore on the 
22nd at night. 

On the 24th, I got the Ships to an anchor about two miles 
to the northward of the Town, and made every shew for a 
disposition of attacking the heights, which appeared to answer 
the end, from the great number of people they had })laccd 
on them. The Lcandcr, Captain Thompson, joined this 
afternoon, and her Marines were added to the force before 
appointed, and Captain Thompson also volunteered his ser- 
vices. 

At 11 o’clock at night the Boats of the S(|uadron, con- 
taining between six and seven hundred men, one hundred and 
eighty men on board the Fox, Cutter, and about seventy or 
eighty men in a Boat we had taken the day before, proceeded 
towards the Town. The divisions of the Boats, conducted by 
all the Captains, except I'remantle and Bowen, who attended 
with me to regulate and lead the way to the attack ; every 
Captain being accpiaintcd that the landing was to be made on 
the Mole, and from whence they were to proceed, as fast as 
possible, into the Great Scpiare, where they were to form, and 
proceed on such services as might be found necessary. We 
\verc not discovered till within half giin-shot of tlie landings 
place, when I directed the Boats to cast off from each other, 
give an hurra, and })iish for (he shore. 

A fire of thirty or forty pieces of cannon, with musketry, 
from one end of the Town to the other, opened upon us, but 
nothing could stop the intrepidit}' of the (>aptains leading the 
divisions. Unfortunately, the greatest part of the Boats did 
not see the Mole, but went on shore through a raging surf, 
which stove all the Boats to the left of it. 

For the detail of their proceedings, 1 send you a cojiy of 
Captain Troubridge’s account to me,’-* and I cannot but express 


10 UOlUTIO NELisOX, ESQ., EEAU-.X nMlUAI. OE TJiK ELEK. 

' Orijj'ijiul, in the Ndsoii PjipTs. ] 

'i’jth July, l/i)/. 

“ Sir, 

“ 10-om tlj»' of the niglit, 1 did not iminediutely hit the Mole, th<; spof 

appointed to land ut, but pushtal on shore under the Kjiemy's buttery, close to the 
Moutliwurd d’Mie Cii»'del. Captain Waller lauded at the same instant, aud two or 
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my aduAration of the firmness with which he and hishravc 
associates supported the honour of the British Hag, 

Captains Fremantle, Bowen, and myself, with four or five 
Boats, stormed the Mole, although opposed apparently by 400 
or 600 men, took possession of it, and spiked the guns; but 
such a heavy fire of musketry and grape-shot was kept up 

three other bouts. Tlie surf was so higli, many put back ; the boats wore full of 
WHtcr in an instant, and stove against the rocks, and iriost of I lie arninimition in the. 
men’s pouches wef. As soon as I had collected a ftnv men, 1 iininediutelv pushed, 
with Captain Waller, for the Sipiare, the place of Itcndczvous, in hopes of there 
meeting you and the reinainder of the people, and waited about an hour, during 
whicli time I sent a tSergeanI with two gentlemen of the '^o^^n, to Mtinnions the 
Citinhd. F fear tin.' Sergeant was shot on liis way, ns I heard nothing of him after- 
wards. 

'I’lie ladders heing all lost in the snrf, or not to be found, no iininediate attcunjit 
could be made on 1 be Citadel. 1 tliereforc niarebed to Join Captains Hood and 
.Miller, who, J bud intclligeuce, laid made good their landing to the S.W. of the 
place J did, Nxitli a Ijody of men. I cudeuNound then to procure some iiitcl- 
ligenci.’ of .\ou, and the rest of the otlicers, without success. By day hreak, 
we had collected al)f)nt eighty Marine'^, ciglity I’ike-mcn, and one hundred and 
eighty small arm Seamen. These, I found, were all that were alixe tJiat liad 
made good their landing. With this force, having procured some ammunition 
from the Spanish prisoner^ xvc had made, avc xvere marching to try xvliat could 
he d(tne xxitli the Citadel xxithont ladders; hut found the xvliolc of tlio streets com- 
mamled hy fudd-jueces, and tipxxoids of eight thousand S[ianiai'ds and one hundred 
l’‘icn(‘h under uriiis, niijinuiching hy every avenue. As the boats xvere all stuxe, and 
I saw no possihility of getting more men on shore — ihe ammunition Axet, and no 
]iroxisions — 1 sent Cai tain Hood with a Vlag of Truce to the Governor, to say I 
x\as pn-jwiretl to luirn llie 'Tow ii, which I should immediately ]miI in forc'O if lie 
apjiroachcd one inch further ; atid, at the same time, I dt?sircd Captain flood to 
-ay it xvould he done with regret, as 1 had no wish lu injure the inhabitants ; that 
if lie xvould eomc to my term>>, 1 x'as ready to heat, x\hi<-li lie nuidily agreed to : 
a eopy of xvhich I had the honour to siuid you hy Captain Waller, which, I hope, 
will nu'ct your aiiprohalion, and appear highly hoiiourahle. 

ITom the small body uf imm, and the greater part heing I'iko and sinall-ann sea- 
men, xvhieh can be only t ailed iiregulars, xvitU xerv little ainnmnition in the pouches 
Imt xvhat xvas xvot in the surf at landing, 1 could not expect to sueet'cd in auy at- 
tempt upon tilt' Hinmiy, xvhosc superior strength 1 haxe before meutioiicd. The 
Spanish Ollicers assure me they expeeieil us, and xvere perfectly prepared with 
all lla; batteries, and the number of men I have before mentioned under arms : 
xvilh the great disadvantage of a rocky coast, liigh surf, and in ibe face of forty 
pieces of (Minnoii, though xvc xvere not successful, will shew’ xvhat an iMtglishiuuu is 
eiiiial to. 

I haxc the honour to he, 

With grout respect. Sir, 

Your most obedient biiiublo sorvanr, 

• T. Troubridge. 

1\S. i beg to say, that when the Terms were signed and raliticd, the Governor, 



428 


LETTERS. 


[mr. 

from the Citadel and houses at the head of the Mole that we 
could not advance, and we were all nearly killed or wounded.' 

The Fox, Cutter, in rowing towards the Town, received a 
shot under water, from one of the Enemy’s distant batteries, 
immediately sunk, and Lieutenant Gibson, her Commander, 
with ninety-seven men, were drowned. 

I must not omit to acquaint you of the satisfaction I received 
from the conduct of Lieutenant Baynes, of the Royal Artillery, 
not only from the ardour with which he undertook every ser- 
vice, but also from his professional skill. 


JOURXAL. 

UEMABKS ETC. ON BOARD H18 MAJESTY'S SHIP lHESi:tS. 

[From ft Copy, in the Nelson r»ii)eis.] 

Friday, July 14th. — Wind S.S.W. Moderate breezes and 
cloudy weather. At half-past 8, I weighed, and made sail to- 
wards the Fleet. At noon, I received my orders from Sir 
John Jervis, K.B,, Cominander-in-Chicf, &c. to take under iny 
command ILM. Ships Theseus, Cullodcn, Zealous, Lcander, 
Seahorse, Terpsichore, Emerald, and Fox Cutter, and Mortar 
boat. 

July Jotli. — Wind S.S.W. Moderate breezes and cloudy. 
At 5 A.M., made signal for the Captains of tlie Sf[uadroii 
under my command (except the Lcander and Terpsichore, who 
were to join me at sea) and gave them orders to put them- 

in the hiimlsoinef^t lunniior, <<ent ft large iii'oportjNin of wine, lirnul, to lefrcsh 
the people, ami shewed every inftrk of altomior in hi:^ power. 

A copy of this Letter, in tlic Nelson P«pe.-s, ronlnins tlic following additional 
parngiviph, after tlje words “ is equal to." hut i is mn iu the t)rlgiMi«l Letter: — 

“ I have tl»e plensure to acquaint you, thnt v e inarched through tlie Town on our 
return, with the Jlritish Colours flying at our head." 

* Clarke and Ar‘Artliiir state that — “Tliis last sentenee is only found in the r«tiig!i 
M5S. copy of this Journal dictated hy ilio Adiitirnl, ami drawn iqi hy the Secretarv j 
find hns a pen drawn jutoss it, as if Nelson had re.sfdved not to apeak' himself of Die 
wound lie had received but their statement is not borne ont hy the Copy now in 
the Nelson Papers. 
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selves under my command, and delivered them the Rendezvous, 
in casc‘. of separation. At 6, weighed, and made sail to the 
westward, with H.M. Ships Cullodcn, Zealous, Seahorse, 
Emerald, Fox Cutter, and Gun-boat in tow. Received on 
board several scaling-ladders from the Fleet. At 9, spoke 
bis Majesty’s [Ship] Alcmene and Convoy from England. 
Sent the Emerald to look out W.N.W. for the Terpsichore, 
At 11, wore the Squadron, and made all sail to W.N.W. 

Sunday, July 16th. — Wind W.N.W.; Cape St. Vincent 
distant 30 leagues ; light airs and clear weather. At 5, 1 was 
joined by his Majesty’s Ships Terpsichore and Blanche. 
Gave Captain Bowen orders to put himself under my com- 
mand. Parted company with the Blanche, and stood on with 
the Squadron under my command. At 1 a.m., ordered the 
Emerald and Seahorse to chase in the S.S.E. : made and 
shortened sail occasionally : Squadron in company. 

Monday, July 17th. — Wind N.W. North j)oint of Tene- 
riffc S. 46° W. distant 166 leagues. Moderate breezes and 
clear weather. Stowed the anchors : shortened sail occa- 
sionally. At 10 A.M., made signal for the Captains of the 
Squadron to come on board and receive my further instruc- 
tions. At 11, bore up with the Squadron in company. 

Tuesday, July 18th. Wind N.E. North part of Teneriffe 
S. 47 W., distant 117 leagues. Moderate breezes and clear 
weather. Made and shortened sail occasionally. General 
signal for Midshipmen : directed the Small-arm-men to exer- 
cise themselves, and fire at a target. At noon, fresh breezes 
and cloudy. S{piadron in company. 

Wednesday, 19th. — Wind N.E. by E. Teneriffe bears 
S. 43 ® W., distant 63 leagues. Fresh breezes and clear wea- 
ther. Made and shortened sail occasionally : Squadron in com- 
pany. Directed the Theseus to make a slay for an eighteen- 
pounder J the Cullodcn and Zealous each to make a platform, 
and the Seahorse to make a platform for a ninc-poimdcr. 

Thursday, July 20th.— Wind N.N.E. : Tcncrifte S. 33° W., 
distant 13 leagues ; frcfsh breezes and clear weather. Made 
and shortened sail occasionally : Squadron in company. Made 
a general signal for Captains. 

Friday, July 21st.— Wind N.N.E.; North-East point of 



430 


LETTERS. 


[ 1797 . 

TenerifFe W. by S., S. distant 9 leagues : moderate breezes 
and cloudy weather. Made and shortened sail occasionally. 
At four p.M. shortened sail, and hove to, to the N.W. At six, 
saw the Island of TenerifFe bearing W. | S., distant 10 or 12 
leagues. At eight a.m. made the signal for the Squadron to 
wear to the eastward, and hoist out their Boats to take the 
Marines and Small-anned-mcn on board the Seahorse, Terpsi- 
chore, and Emerald. INTade a general signal for Captains, 
gave them Rules, Orders, and Regulations for their landing at 
Santa (Jruz. Sent Captains Troubridge, Hood, and Miller, 
with the rest of the Officers, Marines, and small-armed men on 
board the Frigates. Wore the Line-of-Battle Ships to the 
eastward; in sight at noon — the Seahorse, Terpsichore, and 
Emerald ; Culloden and Zealous in company. 

Saturday, July 22iid. — Wind N.E. by E. : Santa Cruz 
N.W. bv VV., distant 10 or 12 miles. Fresh breezes and 
cloudy weather. Squadron in company. Tacked and made 
sail to the eastward. North end of TenerifFe W. by N., ]() 
or 1 1 leagues. At seven, bore up for the Island. At half- 
past one A.M. shortened sail, and hove to with our heads to 
the eastw'ard. At half-past three, bore iij) for Santa Cruz. 
At half-past four, saw the Seahorse, Terj)sichorc, and Emerald 
off Santa Cruz, with the Mortar-boat and the Sliips’ boats 
pulling ofF shore. At six, (Captains Troubridge and Bowen, 
with Captain Oldfield of the Marines, came on board to con- 
sult with me what was best to be done, and represented to 
me, although the Frigates approached within three miles of the 
place of landing by twelve o’clock, yet from the unforeseen 
circumstance of a strong gale of wind in the offing and a 
strong current against them in shore, they did not approach 
w'ithin a mile of the landing-place Avhen the day dawned, 
w^hicli discovered to the Spaniards their force and intentions ; 
and were of opinion, if they could possess themselves of the 
heights over the Fort, that it could be stormed, to which I 
gave my assent. At nine, the Frigates anchored in shore, off 
the east end of the Town, and landed their men. Stood off 
and on Santa Cruz, with the Line-of-Battle Ships, and W7)re 
occasionally. At ten o’clock, made the signal to prepare for 
battle, intending to batter the Fort with the Linc-of-battle 
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Ships, in order to create a diversion, but this was found im- 
practicable, not being able to get nearer the shore than three 
miles, from a calm and contrary currents: nor could our men 
possess themselves of the heights, as the Enemy had taken 
possession of them, and seemed as anxious to retain as we 
were to get them. 

Sunday 23rd. — Santa Cruz distant eight or ten miles. 
Strong gales and cloudy weather. At four, struck top-gallant 
masts. A.M. at half-past one, wore the Line-of-Battle 
Ships. At day-light, tlie Zealous took a Boat from the Grand 
Canaries, bound to Santa Cruz with stock. At seven, Cap- 
tain Troubridge came on board, and ac(|uaintc:d me of his not 
being able to get possession of the heights over the Fort, and 
that he liad embarked the Troops on board the Frigates the 
preceding evening. At nine, made the signal for the Frigates 
to weigh and join me. At noon, employed the Boats carry- 
ing the men from the Frigates to the Linc-of-battlc Ships. 
Standing off and on : Scpiadron in company. 

July 24th. — Santa Cruz N.VV. by W., distant five or six 
miles. Fresh gales and cloudy weather. Employed taking the 
Scatnen and Marines on board from the Frigates: hoisted all the 
Boats in: made and shortened sail occasionally. Standing 
off and on Santa Cruz: Squadron in company. A.M. at 
eight, Santa ('ruz N. four leagues. Answered the Terj)sichorc 
signal for a strange sail N.E. ; made the private signal, which 
proved his Majesty’s ship Lcandcr, who joined the Squadron 
at noon. Made the Terpsichore’s signal to anchor. 

Tuesday, July 2oth.^ — Wind E.X.E. Santa Cruz distant 
ten or twelve miles. Strong gales and clear weather. At 
one, made the general signal to anchor. .\t halt-past five the 
Squadron anchored a few miles to the northward of Santa 
Cruz. At six, made the signal for Boats to prepare to pro- 
ceed on service, as previously ordered. At eleven o’clock, 
between GOO and 700 men embarked in the Boats ot the 
Squadron, 180 men on board the box Cutter, and about 70 
or 80 men in a Boat we had taken, who proceeded in six 

•'* Tn fuel, tljo ‘J-ltli. A Ship’s Log i- kopi Noon to Noon, so i])at the cvonls 
which happened after Noon of the ilih, wonld he iiiiorod under the 4oth. 
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divisions, under Captains Troubridgc, Hood, Thompson, 
Miller, and Waller, Captains Fremantle and Bowen attend- 
ing the Admiral to regulate the attack. At half-past one 
A.3f., we got within half gun-shot of the Mole head, without 
being discovered, when tlie alarm hells rang, and 30 or 40 
pieces of cannon, with musketry from one end of the Town 
to the other, opened upon us. The night being extremely 
dark, it was only the Admiral, Captains Thompson, Fre- 
mantle, and Bowen, with four or five boats in the whole, who 
found the Mole, which was instantly stormed and carried, 
although defended by 400 or 500 men, and the guns (six 
24-poundcrs,) were spiked,* but such a heavy fire of musketry 
and grape-shot was kept up from the (Jitadcl and houses at 
the head of the Mole, that we could not advance, and nearly 
all were killed or wounded. 

Captains Troubridge, Hood, Miller, and Waller, landed 
with part of the Boats just to the southward of the Citadel, 
passing through a raging siirt^ which stove all the Boats, and 
wet all the ammunition. Notwithstanding these difficulties, 
tliey pushed over the Enemy’s line wall and batteries, and 
formed in the Great Scpiarc of the Town, about 80 marines, 
80 pikenien, and 180 small-armed seamen, (total 340,) where 
they took possession of a convent, from whence they marched 
against the Citadel, but found it far beyond their power to 
take. At daylight, from prisoners taken, (htptain Troubridge 
found there were 8000 Spaniards in arms, and 100 French, 
with five field-pieces, assembled at the entrance of the Town; 
and seeing the impossibility of getting any assistance from the 
Ships, at seven o’clock, he sent Captain Hood with a message 
to the Governor, that if he should be allowed, freely and 
without molestation, to embark his people at the Mole-head, 
taking off such of our Boats as were not stove, and that the 
Governor should find others to carry off the people, the Scjiia- 
dron now before the Town would not molest it. The Go- 
vernor told Captain Hood he thought they ought to surrender 
prisoners of war, to which he replied that Captain Troubridg(‘ 
had directed him to say, that if the terms he had offered wen* 
not accepted in five minutes, he would set the Town on fire, 
and attack the Spaniards at the point of the bayonet, on 
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which the Governor instantly closed with the Tenns,^ when 
Captain Troubridge with his party, inarched, with the British 
colours flying, to the Mole, where they embarked in such of 
our Boats as were not stove, the Spaniards finding others to 
carry them off* to the Ships. And here it is right that we should 
notice the generous and noble conduct of Don Juan Antonio 
Gutierrez, the Spanish Governor. The moment the terms 
were agreed to, he directed our wounded men to be received 
into the hospitals, and all our people to be supplied with the 
best provisions that could be procured ; and made it known 
that the Ships were at liberty to send on shore and purchase 
whatever refreshments they were in want of during the time 
they might lie off* the Island. 

The Fox Cutter, in approaching towards the Town, received 
a shot under water from one of the Enemy’s batteries, on 
which she immediately sunk, and Lieutenant John Gibson, 
her commander, and ninety-seven men were drowned. At 
seven, got under weigh. Squadron in company, standing ofi’ 
and on. 

July 27th. — Received the remainder of the Officers, Sea- 
men, and Marines on board. Ordered the body of Captain 
Richard Bowcri^ to be committed to the deep with the honours 
of war. 


^ tehms AGuEEi) urox wnri the oovkrxor of the canary island's. 

“ tSuntii Cruz, -2-“) July, 1707. 

“ Tliut tho Troops, 5:c. liis Uri aiiiiie IMuji-sty shall fTohavk with all 

thoir arms ofovrrv kitul, and lako thrir Boat oU‘, it’ siivrd, and he pvn\idi'd with 
such Other ns may ho wantin{j:; in ctnisidorali' u of Avhioh it onj^^ayt il on their 
pan they shall not molest the Town in any ii aniicv by the Shiits of tin* 
Sepindron now heforo it, or any of ilu? ]^ 5 lnnds i the Canavios; and jirisoncrs shall 
ho given up on both .sides. 

Given under my hand and Avoid of horn ur, 

“ Sam^ Hood, 


“ lUtified by 

“ T. Tiiornnii-KiE, I'ommaudor of the British I'roops. 

“ J^'. Antonio (JvriEuuKZ, Com^*’. Goiih do las Vslas dc C anaria. 

— Ori^’ninlf in the Nel.son Papers, in the haiuP writing of Captain Hood, and signed 
by liini, Captain Troubridge, and the Spanish Ciovornor. 

^ A Memoir and Portrait of this gjillant Officer, wbo had frequently distiiignished 
biinsolf, are gi\en in the A’uivi/ C7//-«n/o7«', vol. xxiii. p- do.h J be l.arl ot St. 
Vincent and Nelson used gn-at exertions to induce the Govevument to place a monu- 
ment to bis Memory in Westminster Abbey, but Avitliout succcs , there being /m 
pnu'odcHl ! 
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Joined Lord St. Vincent/ Wednesday, August 16th, at 11 

A.M. 

[To this Narrative the aimexed rough Sketch is added:] 



TO ADMIUAL SIR JOHN JKRVIS, K.R. 

[From a rm'-simile in Clarke and M‘Arthur, vol. ii. p. -U.] 

'I'lieseiis, July 27 Ih, 1707. 

My dear Sir, 

I am become a burthen to my friends, and useless to my 
Country; but by my letter wrote the 24th, you will perceive 
my anxiety for the promotion of my son-in-law, Josiah 
Nisbet. When I leave your command, I become dead to the 
World; I go hence, and am no more seen. If from poor 
Bowen’s loss, you think it proper to oblige me, I rest con- 
fident you will do it ; the Boy is under obligations to me, 
but he repaid me by bringing me from the Mole of Santa 
('ruz. 

^ The following Lerter was Lord St. Vincent’s ofliriul account of the Fxpodiiioii, 
jmlli.shed in the London Gazette of the ‘dnd of September, J’JhT : — 

“ Sir, “ Ville do Paris, oil’ Cadi/, August Kith, 1707. 

“I desire you will acquaint the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, that I de- 
tached Rear-Admiral Nelson, and the Squadron named in the margin,^ with orders 
to make an ntteinpl upon the 'fower of Santa Cruz, in the Island of 'reneriHe, 
which, from a variety of intedligence, I conceived was vnlncrahle. On Saturday the 
loth of .Inly, the Renr-Adininil parted company, and on Tuesday the I'^th, the 
Leander having joined from Lisbon, i sent her after the Rear-Admiral, under in 
stvuctions left by him. 

“The Emerald j«jined yesterday, with the enclosed dispatch and reports from thi; 
Rear-Admiral; and although the enterprise has not succeeded, his Majesty’s arni! 
liave acqtiired n very grtnit degree of lustre. Nothing from my pen can add to the 


'J'ht MIS, Ciilloden, Zealous, Seahorse, Emerald, Terpsichore, Fox ( Ihst) Cutter. 
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1 liope you will be able to give lue a frigate, to convey the 
remains of iny carcase to England. God bless you, my dear 
Sir, and believe me, your most obliged and faithful, 

Horatio Nelson. 

You will excuse my scrawl, considering it is mv first 
attempt. 

Sir John Jervis, 


TO ADMIRAL SIR JOHN JERVIS, K.B. 


[Autogi'apli, in the Nelson Papers.] 


Theseus, August 10th, 1707. 

My dear Sir, 

I rejoice at being once more in sight of your Flag,® and with 
your permission will come on board the Ville de Paris, and 
pay you my respects. If the Emerald has joined, you know 
my wishes. A left-handed Admiral will never again be con- 
sidered as useful, therefore the sooner I get to a very humble 
cottage the better, and make room for a better man to serve 
the State ; but whatever be my lot, believe me, with the most 
sincere affection, ever your most faithful, 

Horatio Nelson. 


Turn over. 

The papers I sent by Waller were, I find, neither correct 
or all which I wished to send. I send you the total by Cap- 
tain Miller,' 


eulogy the Rear-Ailmiral gives of the gallantry of the Ofllccrs and men employed 
under him. I have greatly to lament the heavy loss the t’oiiutvv has sustained in 
the severe wound of Reav-Adiuirul Nelson, and the death of Captain Ricliard Boweji, 
Lieutenant Gibson, and tlic other brave Oflicers and Men nho fell in this ^igurous 
and persevering assault. 

“ The moment the Rear Admiral joins, it is my intention to send Seahorse to Eng- 
land with liiin, the wound Captain I'remnntle has received in his anu also rotiuiring 
change of climate; and 1 hope that IhuU of them will live to render imporiuut ser- 
vices to their King and Country. 

“ I am. Sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

St. Vincent.” 

® The Theseus Joined Sir John Jer^is’s Fleet oil that day. 

’ Nothing could ho more kind or encouraging than Lord St. \ inceiU s answer; 

“My dear Admiral, “Ville de Paris, Kith August, 17 U7. 

“Mortals cannot eonu i wind success ; you mid your Companions ha^e ceilainly 
desemnl it, l>y (ho greatest degree of heroism and per.sever.aiicc that ever was ex 
liibited. 1 grieve for the loss of your arm, and for the fate ot poor Boiven and Lib' 

F F 2 
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TO LADY NELSON. 

I From a Copy, in the Nelson Papers.] 

Theseus, at Sen, August Hril [to 10], 1797, 

My dearest Fanny, 

I am so confident of your affection, that I feel the pleasure 
you will receive will be equal, whether my letter is wrote by 
my right hand or left. It was the chance of war, and I have 
great reason to be thankful ; and I know that it will add much 
to your pleasure in finding that Josiah, under God’s Provi- 
dence, was principally instrumental in saving my life. As to my 
health, it never was better ; and now I hope soon to return to 
you ; and my Country, I trust, will not allow me any longer 
to linger in want of that pecuniary assistance which I have 
been fighting the whole war to preserve to her. But I shall 
not be surprised to be neglected and forgot, as probably T 
shall no longer be considered as useful. However, I shall 
feel rich if I continue to enjoy your affection. The cottage is 
now more necessary than ever. You will see by the papers. 
Lieutenant Wcatherhead is gone. Poor fellow ! he lived four 
days after he was shot. I shall not close this letter till I join 
the Fleet, which seems distant ; for it’s been calm these three 
days’ past. I am fortunate in having a good surgeon on 
board ; in short, I am much more recovered than [I] could 
have expected. I beg neither you or my father will think 
much of this mishap ; my mind has long been made up to 
such an event. God bless you, and believe me 

Your most affectionate husband, 

Horatio Nelson. 


son, with the other brave men who fell so giilhintly. I liope yon and Captain Frc- 
lYifintle are tloii: well ; the Seahorse shall waft yon to I'ingland the moment her 
wants are supplied. Your Son-in-law is Captain of the Dolphin Hospital-ship, 
and all other w dies yon may lavonr me with shall be fnlfilled, ns far as is consistent 
with what J ow to sonio valuahlo Officers in the Ville de Paris. We expect to licar 
of the Prelijniii Lric.s of Peace being agreed on every Itonr. I have betted 100/. tliat 
they w ere settled on or before the 12th, and that the Definitive Treaty is signed hcfoi e 
that day month. Give my love to Mrs. Fremantle. I will salute her and bow to 
your stump to-moiTOw morning, if you will give me leave. Y'ours most truly and 
affectionately, Sx. Yinclkt.” Autograjph iu the Nelson Papers. 
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Just joined the Fleet perfectly well, and shall he with you, 
perhaps, as soon as this letter. Good Earl St. Vincent has 
made Josiah a Master and Commander. I shall come to 
Bath the moment permission comes from the Admiralty for 
me to strike my Flag. Sir Peter feels himself authorized to 
give me leave of absence, when the first you hear of me will 
be at the door. God bless you and my father, and ever 
believe me. 

Your most affectionate, 

Horatio Nelson.® 

** About this time he received the following Letter from hi.s Royal Highness the 
Duke of Clarence; — 

“Dear Nelson, ’ Ith July, 1707. 

“ 1 was very happy to find yon had executed with so much success and prompti- 
tude Lord St. Vincent’s order for the evacuation of Porto Ferrujo. 1 feel for poor 
Oakes on every account, and sincerely wish he was safe at home ; and believe nu;, 1 
am also much concerned at the stale of your own health. After such long and dis- 
tinguished seiwiccs you will of course get leave to return. In answei’ to youi’ last 
letter, 1 can only say, that I hope and believe our confidence is mutual ; therefore 
ill future no more apology on either side is wanted. Under this idea, 1 must begin, 

by defending an Ofticcr against whom you have become prejudiced Want of dis 

cipliiie in some of our home Squadrons, and the energy of iiifunious incendiaries, had 
for many months thrown the whole Fleet into a state of democracy and absolute re- 
bellion. I rejoice that the Tbesciis has fallen into sucli good hands, and 1 shall 
sliortly hear that, she is in the best order of the Mediterranean fleet. One word more 
about what has jnisscd at Spiiliead, Plymouth, and the Nore, and T will never men- 
tion the disgraceful business again ; but [ cannot pass over unnoticed your remark 
about short weights and mciusures. I'lvery Officer innsl know' that by the old alhnv- 
ance, the men on hoard tlie King’s ships liad more provisions than they could con- 
sume, and that they alw ays sold a paid ; therefore an increase of provisions w as not 
W'anted. I will not hurt yonr mind by relating the horrid particulars of the late 
events, but sliall conclude the subject by observing, that in your next yon w ill unsay 
whet you have too hastily expressed. 1 dread nolliiiig, as the government heie appear 
to pursue proper measures, and I am convinced St. Vincent will keep up Ids I'lcetin 
discipline. Lenity at first is severity at the last. My best wishes and compliments 
attend yonr gallant Commander: my only acquaintance witli him is as an Officer. 
His very great attention and aldlitios were sliowui to me during the Spanish arma- 
ment, since wliich time I have, and always shall, respect him. 

“ You will, I am sure, always distinguish yourself : and .1 am afraid, from tlie ex- 
orbitant demands of the Uirectorv, that for some time yonr tleet will be constantly 
employed. 1 am happy to find you are at last come over to my w ay of thinking. A.s 
circumstances arise, pray write ; and ever believe me, dear Sir, yours sincerely — 
William.” Clarke and JUrArlhuVj vol. ii. p. jiO. This Letter is not now in the 
Nelson Papers. 
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TO REAR-ADMIRAL WILLIAM PARKER.” 

[From tbe “ Naval Chronicle,” vol. xxi. p. 301.] 

Dear Sir, August lotii, 17U7. 

I must acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 25th 
July; and, after declaring that I know nothing of the Prince 
George till she was hailed from the forecastle of the San 
Nicolas, it is imijossiblc I can enter into the subject of your 
letter, &c. I am, &c., 

Horatio Nelson. 

TO ADMIRAL SIR JOHN JERVIS, K.13. 

[From Clarke ouil ‘Arthur, vol. ii, p. 43. On the 20th of August, Nelson ob- 
tained his Cliiefs permission to retimi to England, and was directed on that day to 
strike his Flag in the Theseus, and hoist it on board the Sea-horse, taking Captain 
Fremantle under his command (whose w'ound also rendered it necessary that he 
should go oil shore), and to proceed to Spithoad — Original Orders in the Nelson 
Papers.] 

[Between the .20th and 30th August, 1707.] 

I cannot let Dido pass, without beginning to express my 
thanks for your unvaried goodness to me, which I hope I 
shall never forget. As to myself, I am exactly as I left you. 
Fremantle I think very bad, and a month hence he may lose 
his arm.‘ Wc have a fine fair wind. 

I am, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO WILLIAM SUCKLING, ESQ. 

[From “ The Alhcnceum.”] 

Seahorse, off Scilly, August 30th, 1707. 

My dear Sir, 

As I can write but slowly, I am forced to begin my letter 
a great way from Portsmouth, where, please God, I am bound. 
I have ever been a trouble to you, and am likely so to con- 
tinue, as I have now to request you wtII have the goodness to 

® Vide p. 3.30, 340, anlr, and the Appendix. 

* Tliough Captain Fremantle did not lose his arm, lie suffered so severely as to 
be unable to Mcrv? for m.>rc than a year. 
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ask the Collector of the Customs at Portsmouth to take care 
of my wine, and such things as I may place under his care, 
till I can find a hut to put my mutilated carcase in. 

It is my intention to set of directly for Bath, if the Admiral’ 
can give me leave of absence, but to be in London in one 
■week. Pray, remember me kindly to Mrs. Suckling, and all 
my good friends near you, and believe me. 

Your most affectionate Nephew, 

Hohatio Nelson. 


TO EVAN NEPEAN, ESQ., SECRETARY TO THE ADMIRALTY. 

[Original, in tlic Admiralty.] 

Seahorse, Spithead, 1st September, 1797. 

Sir, 

I have the honour to acquaint you of my arrival here, 
agreeable to orders, of which the enclosed is a copy. And I 
have to request their Lordships' permission to go on shore^ for 
the recovery of my wounds,'* 

I have the honour to be, &c., 

Horatio Nelson. 


^ Ills old friend and early patron. Sir reter Parker, Coininander-in-Cliief at 
Porlsmontli. 

* Having received permission to strike his Flag on the drd of September, Sir Ho- 
ratio Ntdstni immediately proceeded to Jhitli, where he jt)ined his AYife and Father. 

* The Order for him to strike his Flag is in the >ielson Papers, and the form of 
snch doenments may he new to nnprofossional readers : — 

“ Wc, the Oomniissiuncrs for executing the Otlice of Ford IJigli Admiral of 
Great nrituiu and Ireland, &c. 

“ Whereas we think tit that you shall strike your Flag, and come on shore. You 
are hereby required and directed to strike your Flag, and come on shore accordingly. 
Given under our hands, the ‘ind September, IHG. 

“ 11. Seymour. 

“ J. Gambier. 

“ To Sir Horatio Nelson, K.B., Rear-Admiral “ W. Youxo. 

of the Blue, on hoard His Majesty’s ship 
Seahorse, at Spitliciul. 

“ By Command of their Lordships, 

“Evan Nepean;” 
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TO JOHN PALMER, ESQ. 


[Original, in the possession of Mrs. Palmer.] 


Bath, September 4th, 1797. 


Dear Sir, 

I left Lord St. Vincent perfectly well, fifteen days ago, and 
he begged me to assure you, that the moment your son® has 
served his Time, he will instantly promote him. 

Believe me. Dear Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO THE REVEREND MR. NEI^SON, IIlJ.BOROUGll. 

[Autograph, in the Nelson Topers.] 

Bath, Septemhor (ith, lih'J. 

My dear Brother, 

Yesterday brought me your truly affectionate letter. As to 
[my] personal health, it never was better, and my arm is in 
the fairest way of soon healing. Next week, I intend to be 
in Town, and it is not impossible, but I may visit Norfolk for 
a few days, especially if a decent house is likely to be met 
with near Norwich ; but Wroxham very far indeed exceeds 
my purse. Bath will be my home till next spring. 1 think 
our good Father is not in the smallest degree altered. Lady 
Nelson^ joins me in kind love to Mrs. Nelson, our Aunt', and 


® The late Captain Edniiiiid Palmer, C.B., who when commanding the llebrus, 
of guns, captured, on the ;27th of March, IS.14, L'Etoile, Trench frigate, an 
Action as rcmarktible for its gallantry, ns for being the last in wliich the 'I'ri-Colour 
Flag WHS struck to that of England. Captain Palnn*r was rewarded with tin; Naval 
Medjil, and afterwards with the Cross of Companion of the Bath. He presented 
tlie Ensign of L’Etoile to Em*l St. Vincent, whoso grani -iiiiuro, Henrietta Moiy 
Elizabeth, daughter and co-heiress of Captain Jervis, he married in 1H17, and who 
has obligingly coutribut(!d the above tuid some other Letters. Captain Palmer died in 
September, 18.‘U. 

’ The following account of the M ounded Admiral, in a Letter from Lady Nelson to 
liis uncle, Mr. Suckling, Mill he rejul M'ith much interest: — 

“ My dear Sir, “ Bath, Wednesday, September 0th, 1707. 

“ I beg you Mill accept the united thanks of my deoi* husband and myself for your 
kind inquiries and truly friendly invitation to your house, M'hich we would have ac- 
cepted hud it ne t iiccii for the necessity of my husband’s arm being dressed every 
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friends at Swaffham, and beKeve me, your most affectionate 
brother, 

Horatio Nelson. 

1 left Captain Nisbct perfectly well. He saved my life 
by bis recollection in stopping the bleeding. 


TO HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS THE DUKE OF CLARENCE.* 

[From Cloi’kc and M‘Artliur, vol. ii. p. 40.] 

Sir, September 7tb, 1707. 

I trust your Royal Highness will attribute my not having 
sent a letter since my arrival to its true cause — viz., the not 
being now a ready writer. I feel confident of your sorrow for 
my accident ; but I assure your Royal Highness, that not a 
scrap of that ardour with which I have hitherto served our King 
has been shot away. I am, &c., 

IIoRA'no Nelson. 

(Iny by a stirgoon. Wc purpose beiii^f in London ibe middle of next week. 1 Jmvo 
writtmi to Mr. M. Nelson to take ns a lod{,n"ii','-, anil as .sooji as my husband can do 
witliont a surjjeon, ^Ye sliall spend some time with you. Karl Spencer has written a 
handsome letter, and is to be in town next week. IMy husband’s spirits are very 
fjood, althouf,di lie suffers a good deal of pain — the arm is taken off very high, near 
the slioulder. Opium procures him rest, and last night he was pretty quiet. 'I’lie 
Corjioration have handsomely congratulated Jiim on his safe arrival. .Such a letter 
from Lord Hood ! — it does him honour, and T have forgot the ill treatment of former 
years which my good man received from him. Everything which concerns my 
liusbaiul I know you feel interested in, therefore shall not make any excuses for 
wliat 1 have told you.” — From ‘‘ The Athtmcmi'' 

* The Duke of Clarence wrote to Nelson on the same day : 

“ TO SIR IIOH.VTIO NELSON, K.R. 

“ Dear Sir, Dover, September 7 th, 1707. 

“ I congratulate you with all my heart upon your safe arrival at last, covered witJi 
honour and glory. As an old friend, I cannot but buneiit the very severe loss you 
have sustained in losing your right arm. I hope your liealtli is good, and that you 
are gone, lus T am informed, move for the jiurpose of joining T.ady Nelson, than for 
the re-establishment of a constitution in which I am doubly interested, both ns a 
friend, and ns one who i.s anxious to see the country have restored to her a brave and 
excellent Officer. J'lxcuse niy anxiety, as it proceeds from friendsbip and lulmiration 
of your public eharacter, and I must request you will allow' Lady Nelson to w rite to 
me how you are, and wiien you will be able to be in London, that I mny be one of 
the first to shake you by the hand. My beat wishes and compliments attend you 
and Lady Nelson, and ever believe me. Dear Sir, yours sincerely, William.”— 
Autograph in tlie Nelson Papers. 





A 


TO — MANLEY, ESQ. 

[Autograph, iu the possefesiou of Miss Miller.] 

Bath, September &th, 1797. 

My dear Manley, 

Ralph Willett Miller I left most perfeetly well ; he is not 
only a most exeellent and gallant Officer, but the only truly 
virtuous man that I ever saw. He longs to get home to his 
wife and family. Lord St. Vincent has been so good as to 
promote Josiah to be Master and Commander, and will, if he 
deserves it, in proper time do more for him. His Lordship 
has been always so partial to me, that I should be an ingrate 
was I not on every occasion to support his honour and glory at 
all personal risk. I regret not the loss of my arm in the cause 
it fell from me. 

God bless you, and believe me 

Your most affectionate, 

IIoBATio Nelson. 

Lady Nelson desires her kind love. 


TO THE REVERE XD DIXOX IIOSTE. 


[Autograph, in the possession of Captain Sir Williniti IToste, Bart. This l^ctter 
is without ft date, but as it befir.s the Post mark, “Butlj,” it must iuive been written 
ill Heptember, 1797.] 

[Bath, fteptomber, 1797.] 


My dear Sir, 

1 did write a line to Mr. Coke to tell him how I had dis- 
posed of his recommendations, both of whom have done him so 
much honour; but one gallant fellow is gone.® Your dear 
good son is as gallant; and I hope he will long live to honour 
Norfolk and England. I grieved to have left him ; but it was 
necessary, and Lord St. Vincent will continue to be his kind 
protector and friend. His worth both as a man, and as an 
Officer, exceeds all which the most sincere friend can say of him. 
I pray God to bless my dear William. Happy father in such a 
son 1 As to myself, I suppose I was getting well too fast, for 
I am beset with a Physician, Surgeon, and Apothecary, and, 


* Lieutenant Weatiicrhead, who was killed at Teucriffo; 
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to say tlie truth, am suffering much pain with some fever ; 
but time, I hope, will restore me to tolerable health. Captain 
Ralph Willct Miller is Captain of the Theseus— one who loves 
William, and is the only truly virtuous man that 1 ever saw. 
I beg my best respects to Mrs. Hoste, and believe me, 

Dear Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 

Lady Nelson desires her compliments. 


TO CAPTAIN SIR ANDREW SNAPE IIAMOND, BART., 
COMPTROLLER OF THE NAVY. 

tAutograpli, in the possession of his son, Vice-Admiral Sir Graham Eden Haniond, 
Bart., K.G.B.] 

Bath, Septemher 8th, I"/ 07. 

My dear Sir Andrew, 

I have ever been fully sensible that you have spoken of my 
services in the most flattering manner, and for this last mark 
of your kindness, I cannot sufficiently thank you. Success 
covers a multitude of blunders, and the want of it hides the 
greatest gallantry and good conduct. You will see by rny 
Journal the first attack on the 21st, under Troubridge, 
completely fliilcd ; and it was the 25th^ before it could be 
again attacked, which gave four days for collecting a force 
to oppose us. Had I been w^th the first party, I have 
reason to believe complete success would have crowned our 
endeavours. My jiride suffered; and although I felt the 
second attack a forlorn liope, yet the honour of our Country 
called for the attack, and that I should command it. I never 
expected to return, and am thankful. I shall not go to Town 
till the 20th, or my arm is well : I suffer a good deal ot pain, 
owing to a cold falling on it.' Lady Nelson and myself most 

^ On the night of the ‘-i-lth and morning of the ‘>r)th. 

* The following enrions facts, respecting the loss ot his Arm, have been obligingly 
communicated hy Sir George Magralh, K.il., Medical Inspector of HospitJils and 
Fleets, who was Lord Nelson s Surgeon in the Victory, in the yt tu's 180a and 1801, 
and of wdiosc professiomd abilities, it will he seen by a subsequent l.ctter, his Loul- 
ship had the highest opinion; After stating that in 180-1 Lord Nelson was >aletudi- 
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sincerely hope your tour will perfectly re-establish your 
health, and beg to be kindly remembered to Lady Hamond. 
Believe me, ever 

Your obliged and affectionate, 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO ADMIRAL THE EARL OF ST. VINCENT, K.R. 


[From Clarke and M‘Artliiir, vol. ii. p. 40.*] 


London, 18tb September, 1707. 


My dear Lord, 

I shall be brief at first. I had a very miserable passage 
home, and this day am not the least better than when I left 


nary, that the capillary system was easily influenced by the weather which produced 
derangement of the stomach and indigestion, causing norvons irritability in diflercnl 
parts of the body, but which Nelson called rluMimatism, Sir George IMagrath wi itcs — 
“1 think this ncHrahjk predisposition, was originally induced by tlie clumsy applica- 
lion of the ligature (including I in'esume the scive) to the humeral artery of Ids arm, 
when it was amputated; and from its long and painful retention, prodnciiig agoniz- 
ing spasms of the stump, which seriously affected his general health, through llio 
medium of the nervous system. Yet, of all the sufferings of the operation, and its 
subsequent facts, so strongly pressed upon his mind, he eomphuned most of ‘ the 
coldness of the knife,' in making the first cirenhu* cut through the integuments and 
muscles. So painfully and <lecply was the recollection engrafted on his feedings, that 
J liad genenil iustrucdou.s, iji consequence, wlioncvertlierc was a prospect of coming 
to Action, to have a hanging stove kept in the gaily, for tlic purpose of heating 
water, in which to immerse the knife, in the event of his being the subject of opera- 
tion, and on which he always calcuil^lcd. His Lordshii/s abhorrence of the cold 
instrument was practically illustrated oil* 'I’ouloii, when expecting to eomo itito 
action with AEonsieiir I.atotichc 'Frevillc. Tu the hurry of clearing the Sliip, tJie 
Co(rkpit had become the rcci])ieiit of mucliof the moveable lumber. 1 applied to the 
executive Officers to have my Quarters cleared, but, from tlm bustle on the occJision. 
iiiefl’ectually. In a state of despair, I was compelled to appeal to his Lordship on the 
Quarter-Deck, who promptly scjit for the First Lieutenant (Quillam), to whom ho 
gave peremptory orders instantly to sec the Cockpit in a proper slate, accompanied 
with the significant remark, that ‘ lie (Quillam) might be amongst the first to require 
its accommodation.’ When 1 thanked his Lordship for his interference, aiid was de- 
parting for my Quarters, he called me back, and good-nutuiedly said — ^ Doctor, don't 
fonjef, the warm water I then intimated to him, that a linnging stove was in readi- 
ness in the gully, when he signified his apxn-obation by a smile, and an a])proving 
nod.” Sir George Magrath’s interesting account of Lord Nelson’s health, while under 
his care, will be given in its proper place. 

* He left Bath for Town a few days before the date of this Letter. The principal 
object of his coming to London was to be Invested with the Ensigns of the Order 
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good Di. Weir;* and Cruikstanks' has me now in band. 1 
found my domestic happiness perfect, and I hope time will 
bring me about again ; but I have suffered great misery. My 
general reception from John Bull^ has been just what I wished, 


of the Bath, which Ceremony took place at St. James’s Tfilace, on the 27th of that 
month. It was intended that he should have hecn Invested by the Earl of St. Vincent, 
to whom the follow'ing Letter was w'rittcn on the subject by the Duke of Portland, 
Secretaiy of State for the Home Department ; but his absence on the Expedition 
against Tcneriffe when it reached the Earl, and his wound, after his retuni to the 
Admiral, prevented the King’s instructions from being carried into effect: he had 
therefore the gratification of being Invested by the Sovereign himself, with the usual 
formalities, on the 27th of September. Strictly speaking, the attribution of the ’ritle 
of “ Sir” to him, in tlio meantime, was ineoiTcct, as he did not receive Knighthood 
until that occasion. He was Installed in May, iStbl. It is a remarkable circum- 
stance, that the Duke of Wellington (who had been appointed an Extra Kiiiglit in 
1801,) succeeded Nelson as one of the Conatltavut Knights of the Order of the 
Bath. 

“ 10 ADMIRAL THE EARL OF SAINT VINCENT. 

“ My Lord, “ Whitehall, June 22nd, 1797. 

“ His Majesty having been graciously jdcased, as a miu-k of his Royal n.j)proba- 
tion of the eminent services of Rear-Admiral Nelson, to nominate him to be one of 
the Knights Companions of the Most Honourable Order of the Batli, and it being 
necessary that he should ho Invested with the Ensigns of the said Order, wiiich are 
transmitted to him by this opportunity, 1 am to signify to your liordshi]) the King’s 
pleasure that you should perform that Ceremony; and it being His Majesty’s inten 
tion that the same should be done in the most honourable and distinguished manner 
that circumstances will allow' of, you will concert and adjust witlj him stich time and 
manner for Investing him with the Ensigns of the Order of the Bath, as shall appear 
to you mo.st pi-oper for showing all due respect to the King’s order ; and os may at 
the same time mark in the most public manner His Majesty’s just sense of the zeal 
and abilities wliich Rear Admiral Nelson has exerted in the service of his King and 
Country. I have the honour to be, my Lord, your lordship’s most obedient, humble 
servant, Portland. "-—From a Cop\f in the Nelson Papers. 

* Physician to tJic Earl of St. Vincent's Fleet. 

* “'rhe eminent Surgeon. Previous to his leaving Bath, Lady Nelson at the 
earnest request of her husband, had attended the dressing of his arm, until she had 
acquired siiflicient skill and resolution to perform it herself, which she afterw’ards 
did continually. On his arrival in London, he was attended by Mr. Crnikshaiiks, 
and his nephew, jMr. Thomas ; by Mr. Jefferson, who Inul been Surgeon of the 
Agamemnon ; and, at the request of Mr. Btilkely, one of the two surviving Officers 
who had been on the San -luau expedition, Dr. ^Moseley was afterwards called in. 
But the wound beeomiiig still more painful, and his spirits very low, it was also 
show'ji to other eminent Surgeons, and amongst the rest to Mr. Koate ; who strongly 
recommending that the cure should he left to time and nature, it was accordingly 
preferred to more violent methods.” — Clnrhe ami McArthur, vol, ii. p. 4.0. 

* As a proof of the kind feeling t)f “John Bull” towtuds him during his illness, 
Clarke and M‘Arlhur relate, that “ During the month of October, whilst he con- 
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for I assure you they never forget your name in their honest 
praises. I have now a favour to beg of you. 

After George Cockburn’s gallant action with the Sabina, I 
directed a gold-hilted Sword to be made for him, which I had 
hoped to present to him myself in the most public and hand- 
some manner; but as Providcrice has decreed otherwise, I 
must beg of you to present it for me. My good friend Grey® 
will, I hope, inquire, and get it out of the Argo. I feel con- 
fident of your goodness. Good Captain Locker has just been 
with me, and made the most kind inquiries after you, I am 
not to go to the Levee until the end of next week. Lady 
Nelson sends her love. God bless you. 

I am, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO IMAJOK SUCKLING, THIRD REGIMENT DRAGOON GUARDS. 

[ Autograpli, in tlio possnssiou of Oaplain Montagu Montagu, R.N. It has no ilato, 
but is endorsed, and lias tlie Post mark of “ September, 1797.”] 

141, Bond-street, [about September -Utli, 1797.] 

My dear Sir, 

I feel very much obliged by your kind inquiries. I am at 
present under the care of Mr. Cruikshanks, but may be some 
time before I am perfectly recovered. Your good father tells 
me you are [in] great [hopes] of the Lieutenant-Colonelcy. I 


tinned in this state of .sufiering, at the lodgings of Mr. .Jones, in Bond-street, Nelson 
liad one night retired to his bod-room, after a day of constant pain, hoping witli the 
assistance of laudamim to enjoy a little rest; when tlie exhilarating news of Admiral 
Duncan s victory threw the whole metropolis into an uproar. Tlie first idea that 
presented itself to the family, was an aliuin of some dreadful lire. 4'hc mob knocked 
repeatedly and violently at the door, as the house had not been illuminated. It was 
at hmgth opened by a servant, who infonned them, that Sir Horatio Nelson, who 
had been so badly wounded, lodged there, and could not be disturbed. A general 
interest for the valuable life of their honoured Admiral, for an instant repressed the 
joy which Duncan’s victory had occasioned: ‘You will hear no more from ns to- 
night,’ exclaimed the foremost of the party; and that universal sympathy for the 
health of Nelson wliieli pervaded even the minds of the lowest of his countrymen 
was clearly shown, no subsequent visit being paid by the mob, notwithstanding the 
nimnlt that iirevniled.”— Thid. 

" Captain, afterwards the lionouruhle Sir George Grey, Bart., K.C.B., then Cap- 
tain of the Victory. He died in 
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sincerely wish you success. Lady Nelson -joins me in best 
respects to Mrs. Suckling, and believe me, dear Sir, your most 
obliged, 

Horatio Nelson. 
You must excuse short letters. 


[It being inteiuled to grant Nelson a Pension of £1000 a-yeav, custom rendered 
it neoessaiy that he should state his Services in a Memorial to the King.] 


THE MEMORIAL OF SIR HORATIO NEIiJON, K.B., AND REAR- 
ADMIRAL IN YOLR majesty’s FLEFJ', 

Humbly Shewctli, 

That, during the present War, your Memorialist has been 
in four Actions with the Fleets of the Enemy — viz., on the 
13th and 14th of March 1795, on the 13th of July 1795, and 
on the 14th of February 1797; in three Actions with Fri- 
gates ; in six Engagements against Batteries ; in ten Actions 
in Boats employed in cutting out of Harbours, in destroying 
Vessels, and in taking three Towns. Your Memorialist has 
also served on shore Avith the Army four months, and com- 
manded the Batteries at the Sieges of Bastia and Calvi ; 

That, during the War he has assisted at the Capture of 
seven Sail of the Line, six Frigates, four Corvettes, and eleven 
Privateers of different sizes, and taken and destroyed near 
fifty Sail of Merchant Vessels; and your Memorialist has 
actually been engaged against the Enemy upwards of one 
hundred and twenty times. In which Service your Memo- 
rialist has lost his right eye and arm, and been severely 
wounded and bruised in his bodjL All of which Services 
and wounds your Memorialist most humbly submits to your 
Majesty’s most gracious consideration. 

Horatio Nelson. 

About October, 1707. 
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TO ADMIRAL THE EARL OP ST. VINCENT, K.B. 


[From Clarke and M‘ Arthur, vol. ii. p. 47.] 


London, Cth October, 1797. 

My dear Lord, 

The King asked after your general health.^ I told his 
Majesty that, considering the great fatigue you were under- 
going, your health was tolerable. Lord Howe made many of 
not only handsome, but kind inquiries after you. Lord 
Spencer says, my pension will be the same as those for the 
1st of June, ^£712 with the deductions. My poor arm con- 
tinues (piite as it was, the ligature still fast to the nerve, and 
very painful at times. The moment I am cured I shall olfer 
myself for Service ; and if you continue to hold your opinion 
of me, shall press to return with all the zeal, although not 
with all the personal ability, I had formerly, 

I am, &c., 


Horatio Nelson. 


TO EVAN NEPEAxN, ESQ., SECRETARY TO THE ADMIRALTY. 

[Original, in the Admiralty.] 

London, 0th October, 1707. 

Dear Sir, 

I have this moment received the enclosed from Lieutenant 
Withers^ who served with me in the Agamemnon and Cap- 

’ Clarke and M‘ Arthur say (vol. ii. p. 45), that tlic King’s gracious maimer, on 
Investing him with the Order of the Bath, made a lasting impression on his mind ; 
hut Nelson nowhere speaks of the King’s reception of him. Of the many nc- 
connis of his Majesty’s remarks to him on his first aiipeorance at Court after the 
loss of his arm, and of his answers, the following has been verified by Lady Bony, 
who, in reply to the Editor's inquiry, oliligiugly informed him that “ the fact is as 
stated of Nelson’s having emphatically called BeiTy liis ‘ right hand,’ on presenting 
him to the King, in reply to His Majesty’s expression of concern at the loss of liis 
right arm ; and though the words may not be exactly correct, they are essentially 
the same.” “ ‘You have lost your liglit arm,’ observed the King — ‘but not my riglil. 
hand,’ replied Sir Horatio, ‘ as I have the honour of presenting Captain Berry to 
you ; anil, besides, may it please your Afaje.sty, 1 can never think that a loss which 
the peiformanec of my duty has occasioned ; and, so long as I have a foot to stand 
on, 1 will combat for my country and King.’ ” The latter part of this speech, like 
the exclamation of “ Victory, or Westminster Abbey,” on boarding the Sau .Josef, 
seems mueb too mchdmmaliv to be true. Lord Eldon relates that the King, afim- 
acknowledging liis gieat services, added, “But your Country has a claim for a bit 
more of you .” — Ttv 'm's Memoirs of Lord Eldon, vol. i. p. 10.‘J. 

* Lieutenant Thomas Withers died a Post Captain. 
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tain, very mucli to my satisfaction. Should any Ship he 
commissioned for the East Indies, I would willingly recom- 
mend him to any Captain. 

I am, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO LIEUT.-GOVERNOR LOC KER, ROYAL HOSPITAL, OR EENVVICU. 
[Aiitograj)!), in the Locker Papers.] 

October 1 lili, 17 07. 

My dear Sir, 

Many thanks for your kind letter, I sincerely wish my 
arm 

[The reimiiiider is in Lady Nelson’s liand-\vn’[ing.] 

Thus far my husband has begun his letter to you, but an 
appointment with a friend of his prevents his concluding ; 
therefore, in his name and my own, we shall rejoice to see 
you on Thursday. I thank Lord St. Vincent for his notice. 
I wish my Captain had wrote us a line. 

Yours very sincerely, 

Frances II. Nelson. 

Sir IL Nelson attends the Drawing-room, therefore yon 
are sure of him. 

Pray give our Compliments to Mr. L., and ask him <o take 
a family dinner on Thursday or Friday with us. We expect 
you. 


TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE THE LORD CHANCEl JX)R.* 
[EroJii a Coj>y, in Ibo Ntdson Papers.] 

Ill, Boiid-strcct, Uftober 1707. 

My Lord, 

In addressing a letter to you some persons may lliink mo 
wrong, and that I ought to have chosen the interference of a 
friend ; but, feeling a conviction that if wliat I have to ask is 
proper for your Lordship to grant, that I require, on the pre- 
sent occasion, no interest but your own opinion of my endca- 


® HVr Captain Nisbot. 

* Alexander Lord I.onpliboiongb, afterwards created Earl of Po^slyii. 

VOL. IT. a G 
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vours to serve the State. I therefore enclose my request,* 
which, if your Lordship has the goodness to comply with, 
will be a small provision for the youngest son of my vener- 
able father, and a lasting obligation conferred upon 
Your most obedient servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO JOHN iiATA'Krr, esq., secretary of presentations to 

THE I.ORD CHANCELLOIE 
[From tt Copy, in tlio Nelson Papers.] 

141, Bonil'Strect, October ‘23id, 1707. 

Sir, 

The Lord Chancellor having been so good as to write me 
tliat lie will comply with my request in giving my brother, the 
Reverend Suckling Nelson, A.B., of Burnham in Norfolk, the 
Rectory of Burnham St. Albert’s, (alias Sutton,) with the 
mediety of Burnham St. Margaret’s, (^alias Norton,) with the 
mediety of Burnham All Saints, {alias Tllph,) County Norfolk, 
Diocese of Norwich, when it shall be vacant by the resignation 
of my father, the Reverend Edmund Nelson, which it now is, 
lie having wrote to the Bishop of Norwich for that purpose, 
I have, therefore, to rccpicst the favour of you (or that you 
will have the kindness to put me in the way) to expedite the 
forms it is necessary to go through in order to obtain the Pre- 
sentation as speedily as possible. Your compliance with this 
request will very much oblige 

Your most obedient servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 


’ To f'ivc Ills Yoinif^csl brotlu'r, tlio Revcreml Suckliii^j Nelson, one of the JJvin^s 
held by liis bitlier on bis fiithcr’s resigniition of if.. Lord Lougliborouj^li’s consent 
was conveyed in Icnns that did liini liononr: 

“ Sir, 

“Yon Imvc judged perfectly right in tlic mode of your application to me. Any in- 
tcrfcrcnccwould Ir.ivc innch diminished the satisfaction 1 feel in acknowledging the 
perfect proprii‘ly of yonr request, and tim just title your great services have gained 
to every mark of attention wliieli, in the exereisp of a pnhlic duty, it is in my power 
to exjiress. Yours, vSee., Lououuououuh .” — /iuittyruph in the Nelson Papers. 
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TO THE REVEREiND MR. WEATIIERTIEAD, SEDGEFORD, NORFOLK.^ 
[Autogi-apli.] 

.141, Rond-stveet, October :}lst, nOV. 

Dear Sir, 

Believe me, I have largely partaken in our real cause for 
grief in the loss of a most excellent young man. Whether he 
is considered in his moral character, or as an Officer, he was 
a bright example to all around ; and when I reflect on that 
Altai night, I cannot but bring sorrow and his fall before iny 
eyes. Dear friend, he fought as he had always done, by my 
side, and for more than one hundred times with success; but 
for wise reasons (we are taught to believe) a separation was to 
take place, and we must, however hard the task, be resigned. 
With most sincere good wishes for your future happiness with- 
out alloy, believe me, dear Sir, 

Your most faithful servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO CAPTAIN KNKUIT, IF.M. SlflP MOXTAGI , SMEFRNRSS. 

[Autograph, in tbo Nelson Papers.] 

My dear Sir, 

Most heartily do I congratulate you on your hard-earned 
and gl — 

f/riie renjiiiiider, except the signature, is not in Sir Itoriitio Nelson's liand.] 

— orious Victory.'* I take the opportunity of sending, b)" a 
most particular friend of mine, Mr. George Preston, 31 9i dol- 

* Tlie ]\etler to wliicli this was nn sinsw(>r, is in the Nelson Piqx'rs. and was 
printiMl by Clarke and APArtlinr. It is dated *^Otli October, 1707, and expressed 
the liveliest gratitude lor Sir Tloraiio Nelson’s favours to bis late soti. 

® The Rattle of Camperdown, in wliieli Capljiin Knight (afterwards Adiniral Sir 
.T(din Knight, K.C.R.) eonmianded the Montagu ainl obtained the Medal. 'J’his Let- 
ter does 1 ot appear to have been forwarded ; and unless the dollars were for Fri/e 
!Money dn to some of the crew of tin* Montagu, while sersiitg in the Agamemnon or 
Captain, it the Mediterranean, it is dillienlt to say for what tin* ]>aynjenls were made. 
Colonel Drinkwater slates, that on his aeqnaintUig Nelson that an engagement was 
hourly expected hetween Admiral Duncan’s fleet, and that of Holland, “he started 
up in his peculiar rnergotic manner, notwitlisianding lauly Nelson’s attenijit to quiet 
him, and stretching out liis iinwoimded ariii — ‘Drinkwater,* said he, *1 would give 
this other arm to ho with Diiucon at this moment .’ ” — Ntirrafivc of the Baltic of 
St. Vincent f p. 97. 


G G 2 



452 


LETTERS. 


[ 1797 . 

lars, being 2j for each common man, and 10 J for each Petty 
Officer. Any civility you can show Mr. Preston I shall con- 
sider as an obligation conferred upon. 

My dear Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 

I return the List you sent me. 


TO THE REVEREND HENRY CROWE, SMALLBURGH, NORWICH. 

[Autogvaijli, in tlie possofision of the Reverend Henry Crowe, sou of the gentle- 
men to whom the Letter was uddressed.] 

Loudon, 111, Bond-street, November JOth, 1707. 

Dear Sir, 

The First Lord of the Admiralty cannot assure to you that 
any particular Ship shall be kept in Commission after a Peace. 
Chaplains, after so many years’ service, are entitled to half- 
pay, but which only extends to a certain number. Lady 
Nelson and myself thank you for your congratulations, and 
believe me. 

Dear Sir, 

Your faithful servant, 

Horatio Nelson, 


TO THE CHAIMBERLAIN OF THE CITY OF LONDON/ 
[Autograph, in the possession of John Wild, Esq.] 

Sir Horatio Nelson presents his most respectful Compliments 
to the Chamberlain of the City of London, and begs leave to 
acquaint him, that he will attend at his Office on Tuesday 
next, at one o’clock, unless any other hour should be more 
agreeable. 

Wednesday, No\ ember ;^‘hul, 1707. 

* On the ‘JSih Deeemher, 17!)7, Sir Horatio Nelson received the Freedom of the 
City of famdon, ill ii (Jold uux, of ilie value of one luindrtMl Guineas. On that 
occasbtn, the OiamlxM'biin (the celebrated JohJi Wilks) thus addressed him: — 

“ Rear Admiii'l Sir Horatio Nelson, I give you Joy, and with true satisfaertion I 
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TO CAPTALV BERRY, U.N., DR. FORSTER’S, ^0RVV1CH. 

[Aiitograiili, iu the possession of Lady BciTy.*] 

My dear Sir, November -isili, 11 p.M. [IVnT.J 

Any event which has the prospect of adding to your felicity 
cannot but afford me pleasure; and I most heartily congratu- 
late you on becoming one of usy and we shall have great plea- 
sure in being known to Mrs. Berry. I am confident nothing 
wdll alter you for the worse, and I wish you to be no better : 
therefore we will leave off further complimenting. 

The Foudroyant will be launched in January, and in com- 
mission early in February. 1 am not perfectly at liberty about 
a First-lieutenant, but I believe Galwey® will be the man ; Mr. 
VassalF second, although a much older Officer ; but if they do 

return yon thanks, in tlio name of the Lord jVfayor, Aldermen, and Common-Council 
assembled, who have unaiiiiuonsly voted yon the Freedom of the Capital, for your 
distinguished valour and conduct in the favourite service of the Navy, and parti- 
cularly against a very superior force of the Enemy oft’ Cape St. Vincent, on the 1 1th 
February last. Many of o!ir Naval Commanders have merited liiglily of their 
country by their ONcrtions, but in your ease there is a rare heroic modesty, which 
cannot be sufticiently admired. You have given the wsmiicst np])hiusc to your 
Brother-Officers and the Seamen under your connuand ; but your own merit you 
luive not mentioned, even in I lie slightest manner, and the relation of the severe 
and cruel wounds you suffered in the service of your country is transmitted by your 
noble Commander in Chief. May you long live to enjoy the grateful benedictions 
of the Country which you lionour and protect.” 

'J’o tliis Speech Sir Horatio Nelson replied: — 

“ Sir, nothing could be more gratifying to me (as it must be to every Sea Oftiem ) 
thiui receiving the high Inmour this day conferred ujum me, in becoming a Freeman 
of the great City of London ; and I beg you to believe, and to assure my Fellow- 
Citizens, that my hand and head shall ever be exerted, with all my heart, in defence, 
of my King, the Laws, and the just liberties of my Country, in which are inehided 
everything which can be beneficial to the (hipital of the Mm]»ire. 1 beg leave, Sir, 
to return yon my sincere thanks for the very flattering expressions you have ho- 
Jioiired 1110 w’ith on thi.s occasion.” 

* The late Rear Admiral Sir Edward Ben-y, Bart., K.C.B., married on the I’itli of 
December 171)7, Louisa, daughter of Samuel Forslm-, M.Ih, of Norwieli. To this 
Lady, the Editor is indohted for much vahiuhle information, eonveyed to him in Lot* 
ters alike eliarming from their iinalleeted grace and simplieiiy, their true womanly 
feeling, and the ulfeelionate interest they display f(»r the fame of Tiovd Nelson and 
of her distinguished llnshand. Lady Berrv was the intimate friend of Lady Nelson, 
to whose merits she has rendered such ample justice. 

® 'The late Rear-Admiral Edward (Jalwey, who died a few numths ago. 

’’ Lieutenant NathaiTn’l Vassall, who ohtained that rank in November about 

three yews before Lieutenant Oalwey. 
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not choose to stand as 1 like in the Ship, they may stay away ; 
and so I have told Mr. Vassal!. We are fearful of under tak- 
> ing our trip to Bath, as Lord Spencer says 1 must be in Town 
to attend the Procession on the 19th of December,^ which is 
to be very fine. I enclose you the Arms,*^ and I beg you will 
make my best respects to the Mayor ; also, to Doctor Forster 
and family, and believe me ever. 

Your most faithful, 

Horatio Nelson. 


10 EVAN NEJ’EAN, ESQ., SIXTIETARY TO THE AD31UiALTV. 


[Ongiual, in the Admiralty.] 

Lojuloii, November 171)7. 

I beg you will inform their Lordshi])s that, on the 31st of 
March last, I sent my Agents, Messrs. March and Creed, an 
order from Sir John Jervis, now Lord St. Vincent, dated 
4tli of April 1796, for my hoisting a Distinguisliing Pendant, 
and desired that the same might be presented to their Lord- 
sliips, for the purpose of procuring the necessary order for 
payment of the usual allowance. This, they inform me, was 
done ; but, on iiupiiry at the Admiralty, I find that the order 
is nowhere to be found, and 1 can therefore only conclude 
that Messrs. March and Creed’s letter, enclosing the Com- 
inandcr-in-Chief’s order, never was delivered, or that if it has, 
it must have been by some means mislaid. In either case, 
I trust their Lordships will regard my assurance that I did 
hoist my Distinguishing Pendant under a positive order from 
Sir John Jervis, and the acknowledgment of my Agents that 
such order was actually received by them, as proof suffi- 
cient for their Lordships to grant me an order for payment of 
tlic customary allowance; and 1 have to flatter myself that 
such an order will, in consequence, be issued. 

I am. Sir, &c., 

Horatio Nelson. 


Vi(b' j). 4.7S, poMt. 

® A (Irawii)g: of lii.s Arms, [irobably n,s n pattern for those to he ])la<3C(l over the 
.Sword of Uie Sj>iiiij:sJi Adiuinil, which he fjOive to the Corporation of Norwich. 
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P.S. I have been paid as a Hear- Admiral from August 
llth, 1796, when a Captain was appointed to the Ship in 
which my Pendant flew; but from April 4th to August 11th, 
I pray to be allowed for the Distinguishing Pendant ten 
shillings per day. 

H. N. 


TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE TJ1J-: 1.0IID CHANCKIJ.OU. 

[From a Copy, in the Nelson Papers.] 

I ll, Bond street, Dcccmher 'Bui, 1 /!)7. 

My Lord, 

Your goodness in further offering to serve my relatives was 
much more than I had any reason to hope or expect ; but, in 
consequence of it, I wrote to my brother, tlie Ilevcrcnd 
William Nelson, of (Christ’s College, Cambridge, and Hector 
of Ililboro’, in Norfolk, liis wish and mind was for a Stall 
at Norwich ; but as that is out of the (piestion, any Hesi- 
deiititiry Stall will be acceptable, the nearer Norfolk the more 
agreeable. 

I have the honour to be, with the highest respect and 
obligation, 

Your lordship's most obedient servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 


THANKSGIVING IN ST. GEORG e’s CHURCH, llANOVEll-SQUAHi:, 
LONDON. 

.[This niojjl intorcsliiiji Pupor is liilion IVoia n/ac-simih' \\lii(‘h wus in llu' pussus- 
st&n of tlio fiiniily of tho Rev. ]\lr. Urcvillo, then Minister of St. Gcorgo's, Huiiover- 
squarc.] 

All Officer desires to return Thanks to Almighty God for 
his perfect recovery from a severe Wound, and also for the 
many mercies bestowed upon him. 


December 8th, 1797. 


[For next Sunday.] 
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TO CAPTAIN BEUliy, H.N., DK. VORSTEll’S, NORWICH. 


[Autograph, in the possession of Lady BeiTy.] 


Secret, except to Dr. Forster and Miss. 


December 8tli, [ITU 7.] 

My dear Sir, 

If you mean to marry, I would recommend your doing it 
speedily, or the to be Mrs. Berry will have very little of your 
company ; for I am well, and you may expect to be called 
■for every hour. We shall probably be at sea before the 
Foiidroyant is launched. Our Ship is at Chatham, a Seventy- 
four, and she will be choicely manned. This may not happen, 
but it stands so to-day 


Ever yours most faithfully, 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO CAFl'ALV KALDII WII.IjyiT MIUJCK. 

[Autograph, in the possession of Miss Miller.] 

Deoemhpr 11th, [1707.] 

My dear Sir, 

As I have not the hand of a ready writer, my friends must 
put up (at the best) witli short letters, and oftener excuse my 
writing anything. 1 could say nothing of you anywhere, or 
to any pei'son, that was not pleasant to your friends, and 
strictly true. John Bull docs not forget the Captain on the 
14th February, for both at the London Tavern and Guild- 
hall after ^ Lord J )uncan’ (the last Action being the best) * and 
his Fleet,’ comes ‘ Earl St. Vincent and the glorious 14tli 
February’ ; then ‘ Sir II. N., and the brave Officers and men 
who fought on board the Captain on the 14th February’; and 
had our Battle been in the Channel, it would have been so 
much the better for us. 

['J’lie following, except the Signature ftiul Pustseript, is in I.inly Nelson’s writing.] 

Lady Nelson and myself called to sec your little girl at 
Mr. Taylor’s. She is a very fine girl, and a great favourite 
with Mr. and Mrs. Taylor, who seem very fond and kind to 
hei% They arc, I am sure, good people, and spoke in most 
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affectionate terms of Mrs. Miller. It is fixed 1 am to have 
the V anguard. She will he out of dock in ten days ; and as 
there arc many Ships paying off at Chatham, I shall be well 
manned and soon ; therefore I am in hopes of joining Lord 
St. Vincent some time in February. Lady Nelson begs you 
will accept her compliments. 

Believe me, your sincere, 

Horatio Nelson. 

Berry is married, but still goes with me. Many thanks for 
your letters. 


TO TJIK 11EVKRE\D ]\IR. MORRIS, THESEUS, ITSJ^OX. 
[Antogrnuli, in tlic possession of Dawson Turner, Esq,, F.R.S.] 


December llth, 1V.)7. 

My dear Sir, 

I can assure you that nothing could give me greater plea- 
sure than to have you once more with me. The Foudroyanl'’ 
is at present the Ship named for my Flag, and she will ])c 
commissioned by Captain Berry about the middle of February, 
It is my wish to go to Lord St. Vincent; but, as that must be 
uncertain, and I am determined not to go to sea again with- 
out a Chaplain, I must leave the matter to your consideration, 
liow far it may be eligible for you to come home for such an 
appointment. I shall not engage myself till the Ship is com- 
missioned, unless I hear first from you. 1 beg my best regards 
to Captain Oldfield,'-’ and thank him for his kind letter; and 
believe me ever your obliged, 

Horatio Nelson. 


P.S. The Vanguard is my Ship; and she will [be] next 
week in commission : this change must for the present deprive 
[me] of you. 


** On the l:]th of Docomber, Sir lluratio NcImoii being pronouiicotl lit for Service, 
tlio Emidroyant wiis inUMuU’il to ivroivo bis Flag, but tbc Ship not being in a siibi- 
ciently forward slate, Ibc Vsingnard was substitmed for lier. 

® Of the Afariues, who is ])ur(ienlarly menlionrd in tin? iieconiit of Ibc attack on 
Panta Crnz, nnfv. Ho obtained bis Majority, and, to nsb ilic words of tbc ollicial 
Dispateb, “ fell gloriously" in connnaud of the jMaiincs ol llie Tbescus, at Acre, in 

April, non. 
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TO CAPTAIN ALBEMARLE BERTIE, OF ll.M. SHIP BRAKEL. 

[From the “ Naval Chroiiiole,” vol. xxvi. p. 10.] 

My (Icur Bertie, Boiul-Strcet, December lltli, I'Jl)?. 

You have reason to abuse me, for not long ago answering 
your affectionate letter; but truly, till last Monday, I have 
suffered so much, that I hope for your forgiveness. I am now 
perfectly recovered, and on the eve of being employed. You 
are on a most unpleasant service, ‘ but the Country demands 
a strict scrutiny, and we rest confident that you will do ample 
justice, be that what it may. Remember me kindly to your 
worthy President,^ and such of those with you that I know, and 
believe me ever, 

Your affectionate friend, 

JIoRATio Nelson. 

TO WILLIAM MAllSBEN, ESQ., SECRETARY TO THE ADxMlKALTV. 

[Original, in I lie Ailmiralty.j 

Dci’cmlKi’ L’UIj, 

I am honoured with your letter of yesterday, and beg leave 
to acquaint you, that I am ready to attend at St. Paul’s, on 
the 19th,^ in such manner as their Lordship’s may be pleased 
to direct, and also that Captains Berry and Noblc^ will attend 
with me. I am, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 

‘ Sitting as a Memlicv of the Court Martial at Sliecvm‘ss, for tljc trial of Captain 
Jolin Williamson, cliarged ivifli mi.scoiHliicI in commainl of Ibo Aginconrt, in the 
Battle of Campcnlown, on the lltli of October, of wiiieh charge he was found ( liiilly, 
and sentenced to be placed at the bottom of the List of Post Captains, and rendered 
incapahle of ever serving on hoard any of his Majesty’s shi]>s. 

* Admiral Skeffington Tnitwidge. 

^ On the l!lth of Decemhor, His Majesty and the Royal Family attended at Ht. Pant’s 
“to return thanks to Almiglily Cod, for the many signal and iinportant Vietories ob- 
tained hy His Majesty’s Navy, during tiie juesent War.” Scats were provided for those 
Flag Officers who Inul eoinmanded, or heen present in a (leneinl Action in which 
any Ships of the FiUemy’s Tiinc had been captured, and Nelson was one of the 
Admirals who were invited by the Ijords of the Admiralty to attend. One of the 
original programmes of the Ceremony is now in the Nelson Papers ; and it will 
also he found in the Annual R* (jistcr. 

* Beffue mentioned as Lieutenant of the Agamemnon and Tlicseu.s. He was 
then a Commander, was Posted in April 180*^, and is now' a Rear-Admiral of the Red. 
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AGREUi.lENT OF THE ADMlRAlii SERVING UNDER THE EARL 
OF sr. VINCENT, TO INSTITUTE LEGAL FROCEEDINGS FOR 
THE RECOVERY OF PRIZE AND FREIGHT MONEY. 

ill tlio Tsclsoii Papers. 1 his Paper was draw'll up hy Pear* Admiral Sir 
Williuni Paikei', hut it nppears that Nelson raised iiiaiiy ohjections to the proposi- 
tion.] 

Oetohev and 13th Dceemher, 1707. 

Wc, the undersigned, Sir Charles Thompson, Vice-Admiral 
of the Blue, the Honourable Vice-Admiral William Walde- 
grave, Rear-Admirals Sir William Parker, Sir Horatio Nelson, 
serving in the Fleet, under the command of the Right Ho- 
nourable the Earl St. Vincent, conceiving, and having no 
doubt (except the Table-money allowed to the Commandcr- 
iii-Chicf) that all the emoluments — viz , Prize-money and 
Freight-money, belonging or appertaining to the Admiral or 
Flag-Ofliccr in a Fleet, where there is only one, must and 
does by right belong to the Flag-Officers jointly, in a Fleet 
where there arc many, to he divided in proportions, agree- 
able to his Majesty’s Order in Council for the distribution of 
Prize-money. And as it lias been customary to divide 
Freight-money in this manner, in Fleets where there arc more 
Flag-Officers than one, and been invariably practised in every 
instance as far back as the highest Officer upon the Naval 
List, the Earl St. Vincent, notwithstanding, arrogates'^ to him- 
self a right to the whole of the Flag-Officers’ share of the 
Freight- money, as Commandcr-in-Cliiet^ and retains the same 
to his own use. 

We, the undersigned, do hereby engage and hind ourselves 
respectively, to liavo recourse to the Jjaws of our Country, to 
obtain that justice we are not likely to obtain otherwise ; and 
as the times of oiir coming under the said Earl St. Vincent’s 
command has happened at diifcrcnt periods, the proportion of 
Freight-money due to each of us respectively, of course, is 
different also; the said Parties do therefore hereby further 
agree that each and every one shall, immediately upon signing 
their names to this agreement, deposit the sum of one hun- 
dred pounds, and so on, more if requisite, in equal proportions, 
afterwards, to carry on the Law-suit : but that in the end, 

^ Jselyoii wrulc, in Ibc mtirgin, “ claims.” 
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upon obtaining a Decree, each Party’s expense shall be pro- 
portioned according to the sum each respectively recovers — 
viz,, if from the difference of time either party recovers a sum 
double to that which either of the others recover, that person 
is to stand at double the expense of the other, and so on, in a 
like proportion with respect to each other, agreeably to the 
sums respectively recovered. 

To wliicli we hereunto set our Hands and Seals, at the times, 
and in the presence, as against our names expressed. 

[Ailded ill Nelson’s handwriting.] 

Lord llowc, paid. 

Hood, paid, but not certain as to right. 

Duncan, ditto ditto. 

Hotham, paid. 

Harvey, paid. 

[Ill Nelson’s Autograidi.] ^ 

December 13th. — From inquiry, have my doubts. 

I think the opinion of three Lawyers should be taken as to 
our right to share in Freights, if any can be found supposed 
capable of judging for us, before we embark ourselves in a 
Law-suit which they arc to determine. I recommend asking 
Admirals Lord Howe, Barrington, Hood, Hotham, Duncan, 
&c., how they have acted, before we involve in Law. Lord 
St. Vincent, on being informed of their opinion, will no doubt 
act accordingly. 


ro EVAN x\KPEA\, E.SQ., .SECRETAHY TO THE ADxHl RALI'V. 

[Original, in the Adminill3%] 

l-lth Orrember, 17!)7. 

Sir, 

As it is my wish that Lieutenant Edward Galwcy should be 
First Lieutenant of the Vanguard, and as he is now under 
sailing orders on board the Arethusa, at Spithead, I have to 
request their Lordships will be pleased to order his immediate 
discharge, without waiting till he be relieved. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 
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TO EARL SPEXCER, FIRST IX)RD OF THE ADMIRALTY. 

[Autograph, in the Admiralty.] 

Admiralty, Kooii, Monday, [apparently December 18th, D/O?.] 

My Lord, 

I am just from Chatham. The Vanguard will be out of 
dock at half-past one this day, and ready to receive men 
whenever your Lordship is pleased to direct her being Com- 
missioned. 

Ever your most obedient, 

Horatio Nedson, 
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NOTE A, page 10. 

The proceedings of the Agamemnon on the 10th of March arc thus incoiTCctly 
related hy Mr. dames: — “ yVt 10 h. -10 m. the Agamemnon got upon tlie quarUM’ of 
the Ca Ira, still in tow hy tlm Vostale, and, aided for a short time hy the Captain, 
continued a distant engagement with tlie crippled SO, until about *2h. lorn, p.m., 
wlnni several of the Ihenrli Ships bearing down to the protection of their disabled 
comj)anfc)n, the Agamemnon ceased firing, and dropped into her station in the line,” 
{Xtival Jlisfofi/, vol. i, p. ’ihs,) whereas the “ dhlunt vHifaffemoif’ commenced 
init/iiH one hiindird ij((nh, nmX towmds its close was n'ithin half p'n^lol shot. Jn 
point of tiim*, too, .lannjs is inc(»rreet, as the firing ended at half-past one, instead of 
at lialf-])ast two. Nor diil the Agamemnon cease tiring on actionni of the approach 
of the I’reJicli Slnitv init rcttjriied to the Elect in obedience to the Admiral’s 
signal. Here, however, .lames may have been misled by Admiral Motham’s Dispatch, 
as he does not state that he recidled the Van-ships, but merely says, that the Aga- 
memnon and Inconstant were “ ithliif< d to tjait" the Enemy, as it it had been the 
spontaneous act of their Captains, and not dom^ in obedience to his own signal. 
.Tustice will, however, bo best rendered to the Agamemnon s services on the Ifith 
and 1-ltli of March, l)y a copy of her l.og of those days. 

“ Friday, Idlh :\rareli.— light breezes and Inizy; at jtast 1, wore Ship to the 
Westward. Tlie Ailmiral made the signal to hear North West of each other. At 
^ past ‘i, (lenoa Light House, N.L. hy L, Wore and made sail after the Enemy. 
At i past d the Admiral nnule the signal to prepare for Action. At (> minutes past 
4, to foj'iu tiu! line of Jhittlc on the l.,arbonrd Tack j at ^ past 4, for the Bedford 
and Captain to make more sail ; Ditto fur them lo get in ihcir stations. At f past 
ditto the Princess Royal made the Captains signal to get in her station. Ditto to 
luako more sail, and for every Ship to carry liglits during the night. At o, the 
Bedford and Captain’s signal repeated. The Admiral made tlic signal to keep in 
close order of sailing; Ditto for the Mozelle to keep within sight ot the Liiem), and 
Fox Cutter to jiuss within hail. At Ifi minutes jiast ■>, the Admiral made the signal 
to engage the Enemy as coming up with them. At **0 mimiles heforc 0, the signal 
to tack tugetlier. At J heforc the Mozelle made tlie signal iluit the Enemy hud 
cither tacked or wore. !Madc and shortened sail per signal, the J.nemy in sight. 
A.M. at 4, all onr I'leet In company; eight sail to the windward. At daylight saw 
one of the Enemy’s l.ine of-Battle Sliip’s cimy away his topmasts. The Inconstant 
coming fast np w'ith this disabled tr^hip, (which aiterwards pro\cd lo he Le ^a Iin, of 
80 guns.) Hove seven live bullocks overboard, dealing the decks. At J post 0, the 
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Jnconsin.it l.cg.in firing nl tl.o .lisftMeil SI.lii— miulo all possible sail; at ^ before 1 1 
^vl* \)eyan tmr five iipou ditto ; at Noon, tlie Action continuing. 

“ Satuvdny, l ltii. — Nenvly calm : we kept up a constant fire upon the C^a Ira; at 
this time several of the Enemy’s Ships hearing down upon us; at past 1, the 
Adinirul made our signal to discontinue the Action ; answered ditto ; hauled oft’, 
and stood for tho Fleet. At the same time, for the Fleet to come to the wind upon 
the Larboard Tack. At \ before 4, to form the Order of Battle on the Larboard 
line of hearing; at J past 4, for the Afozelle to keep sight of the Knemy during tho 
Kighl. At o, the i»repurativo signals to tack and for all Ships to carry u light ; 
made and shortened sail. At 1, a.m., the Princess Iloyal w'est | a mile: all tho 
Fleet ill company. At fi, the Admiral made the signal for a general cliaso in close 
Line of Battle. At J past do., to form the Lino of Battle S.K. and N.W. ; ditto for 
the Wliite Divi-sion to make more sail. Cape J)elle Melle, W.N.W. h or 0 leagues. 
At 40 minutes past ditto, the signal for tlie Bedford and Captain to attack the 
Enemy; at 7, the signal repeated; ditto, for the Bedford to engage closer; ditto for 
the Captain to engage closer. At 5 minutes past ditto, for a general engagement. 
At ^ past ditto, to come to the Wind on the Larboard Tack. At *20 iniimtcs past, to 
nnnnl ditto. At *^0 minutes past ditto, for Conragenx and lllnstnoiis to make more 
sail ; at I past 7, for them to get in their, stations. At 8, for ditto to wear. The 
Enemy’s Ships begun firing on the Van of our Line, which they returned. At 

past 8, we began to engage on our Starboard side, as did the Princess Loyal. As 
the Ship got up, the engagement became general, but at a great distance on the Lar- 
board side, the Enemy having the wind. At past [Jfj, we began to engage on both 
sides, as did tho Princess Iloyal. At 5 minutes past 10, two of the Enemy’s Ships 
fitniok tlicir colours ; hoarded them, and hoisted lOnglisli colours. Tliey proved to 
1)0 Le (^'a Jra, of 80 guns and lllOO men, Le Censcur, of 74 guns, 1000 men. The 
engagement contiiined, but at a great distance from the centre to the rciu*. Saw 
that the Courageux and Illustrious had lost their main and mizeii masts. The car* 
penters and seamen emi)loycd repairing our damages." 

Mr. Hoste’s (then a Midshipman of the Agamemnon) aeconnt of her proceedings 
on tlie l:ltli of March, in a letter to his father, dated on the ‘.ioth of that month, 
agrees both nith Captain Nelson’s Narrative and witli the Agumemnon’s J.og. 
“ The I’rench Fleet were then standing to windward, carrying a press of sail. We 
had not cliascd long, when one of the French Ships carried away her topmasts and 
fell to leeward. The Agamemnon being one of the fast sailers, soon euine up 
with her, and engaged her for three hours. We were obliged to leave her, or 
the wliole I’rencli Meet would have tack»?d and bore down upon ns in a Innc of 
Battle abreast, to save their disabled Ship. 4’he Admind seeing us in danger, 
made onr'signal to join onr Fleet, the French being tlien within random shot, luid 
firing at ns. We joined oiir Fleet, and the French Fleet hauled their wind on 
the larboard tack, formed in a Line of Battle ubeiul staialing from us, iiaving their 
disabled Shij) in low. 'I’lie Ship we engaged was the Ljti Ira, of 81 gmis, and 
men; she had 110 men killed and wounded in tho Action with us, and she was 
otherwise much disjibled in her masts and rigging. We very luckily Inul not a man 
hurt. J assure you the Agamemnon was the sole cause of the French Fleet being 
brought to Aeliuii the day fulloAving, as we disabled the (^a Ira so much on the JOth, 
that she could not get topmasts up in the night. We were at quarters all tliat night, 
hoping to have another hrusb with them in the morning. 

“ At diiylif'ht tlie wind shifting, gave us tlie weather gage. Admiral Ilotliam 
immeilialely made the signal to form tho I.iiie ahead, and prepare for .Action. Tlie 
English Fleet consisted of fourteen Sail of the l.inc. At forty minute.s past six. 
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part of our Van wa« engaged wIlli llio Enemy, and about balf-pn.Kt nine Ibo whole Elcf t 
was ill Action. We continued engaging them for live or six lioiirs, and the day 
ended with the taking of the C’a Ira and Le Ceiiseiir, of U guns and 1000 men. 
Ihe Agamemnon bad not a man killed; two slightly wounded. The iminbcr of 
men killed on hoanl the two French Ships, 1 have not hecn ahlo to hear exactly, 
hut I believe about BOO killed and wounded.” — Memoirs of Sir Williom Haste, 

Yol. i. p. liij. 


NOTE B, p. 188. 

CAPTAIN RALPH WILLETT MILLER. 

The following account of this g.Tlhmt OlTicor, who is twice oin])haticHlly described 
by Nelson, aftei- many years of intimacy, as “the only truly virluoiis man he ever 
knew,” is foinulcd on an airectionate notice of him in the Xarul Chronicle, (vol. ii, 
p.«.')8l,) signed “ C. V. P.,” (apparently the late Vice-Admiral Sir Charles Vinni- 
combe Penrose, G.C.M.C., K.C.B.) 

Captain ]\riller was born in New York on the -?.llh of .laimary, I’id'l, and was the 
only son of an American gentleman, who sacrificed the whole of his jivoperty to his 
zeal and steady attachment to jjoyalty, by his wife, Miss Martha Willett. He was 
sent early to England for education, ami was entered on board the Ardent in 1778, 
where his zeal and abilities were so eonsjiicuons as to recommend him to the 
particular attention of Admiral Gambicr, who appointed him his Aide-de-camp, and 
frequently employed him in the llat-hoitomed boats against Ihe rebels in America, 
lie volunteered for every service, was in all the actions fought by Admirals Barring- 
ton, Hodnoy, Hood, and Graves, and was three times woujided. In J7Sl, lio was 
made a Lieutenant by Lord Rodney; and, while Lieutc])nnt of the Windsor Castle, luf 
was nt the destruction of the French ships on the evacuation of Toulon, in 1 /!)-!. 
His zeal and cnterpris<^ on that occasion, which nearly proved fatal to him, are 
showji by 8ir Bidiioy Smith’s public letter, l.ieutemmt Miller was soon after re- 
moved to the Victory by Lord Hood, and was actively employcsl in the boats and 
on shore at the reduction of St. Fioren/.o, Bastiu, and Calvi. Having volunteered 
to set lire to the French licet in Gouijcaii Bay, in July 11 Ul, f.ord Hood inmie- 
dialely appointed him to command La Poulette, ^^ith orders to til her out as a Fire- 
ship fur that purpose. He attempted that ohjoet five times, but, owing to the failure 
of the wind, witliout siieeess. In .lauuary, llOti, he was promoted to the rank of 
Post-Captain, and appointed to theeommaiid of the Mignonue, but Fail 8i. Vincent 
on assuming the lamimaml in the Meditorraueau, being informed of bis merits, 
removed him to the Unite, siiid sent him oji an important service to tbo Adriatic. 
Ill August, 170(1, (.'oimnodore Nelson selected liim, solely from his rejuitation, to 
be his Captain in the “ Captain,” which 81iip he commanded, and greall} distin- 
guished bimself, on the lltliof February, 17!G. During the blockade of Cadiz, 
he was frequently employed in the Captain’s boats against the Spanish (iiiii-boats. 
When the expedition again.-t TencrilU* was undertaken, Captain Miller was removed 
to the Theseus, and in tlu! atta'-k on the town of Santa Cruz, was the lirst who 
entered the Enemy’s works at the Mole. Ha\ing ilii\en the Fiiemy from those 
works, lie narrowdy escaped, his clothes being torn, and liimselt mneli bruised and 
cut by the stones which the Enemy’s sh^t threw' over him. Alter Sir Horatio 
Nelson’s return to bjUglaml, he coidinned in the Thesinis, was again employed in 
the blockade of Cadiz, and was twice engaged with the Liieniy’s gnu boats in 
VOL. II. H II 
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Ciibraltav Bay. TTc apfain distinguished himself in command of the Theseus at the 
Battle of the Nile, when he was wounded in the face ; and at the Siege of Acre, ho 
commanded the Naval operations with gi’cat credit and success. 

1 iis melancholy fate is fully described in the official Report of the Pirst Lieutenant 
of the Theseus, Mr. England, to Sir Sidney Smith, dated “ Theseus, at Sea, off 
Mount Carmel in Syria, 15th of May, 1700 — 

“ ft is witli extreme concern I have to acquaint you that yesterday morning, at 
half past nine o’clock, twenty .‘10-howitzcr shells and fifty iH-poundcr shells had 
been got up and iiropared ready for service by Ca])taiu Miller’s order — the Sliip 
then close olf Ceserea, when in an instant, owing to an accident that wc have 
not been able to discover, the whole was on tire, and a dreadful explosion took 
place. The Sliip was immi'diately in flames : in the main-rigging and mizen-top, 
ill the eockjiit, in the tiers, in several places about the main-deck, and in various 
other parts of the Ship. The danger was very imminent, and required an uncommon 
exertion of every one to get under so collected a body of fire as made its a])pcarance ; 
and I have the liapjiinoss to add, that onr exertions were crowned with success, the 
lire got under, and the Sliip most miraculously preserved.” * * ♦ « Om. i^^s from 
tlie explosion, 1 liere lament, lias been very great; and Captain Miller, 1 am sorry 
to add, is of the number killed, wliieh amount to twenty; drowned, nine ; and forty- 
five wounded. Tlie whole of the ]>oop and after-part of tlie qnarter-deek is entirely 
blown to pieces, and all tlie beams destroyed ; eight of the main-deek beams also 
broke, which fell down and jammed the tiller, nil the ward-room hulk-heads and 
windows entirely blown to pieces, and the Ship left a perfect wreck. In short, a 
greater scene of horror or devastation could not he produced; and we are all truly 
grateful to Cod Almiglity for Ills most signal preservation, in saving us from a 
danger so very great and alarming.” 

In transmitting this Jleport to Earl St. Vincent, Sir Sidney Smith thus alluded 
to Captain IVfillcr: — “Tlie service suffers from this loss at tliis conjuncture, in 
the proportion hy which it gained advaniagc from his gallant example, liis indefa- 
tigabh? zeal, and lionsummate skill, in condueting the opcrulioiis fi»r the defence of 
the north side of this Town, comiiiillcd to his management, lie liad long lieeii in 
tlie practice of collecting such of the Enemy’s shells as hdl in tlie 'J’owii wit lion t, 
hiirsting, and of sending them hack to the Enemy lietter prepared, and wiln evident 
etfecl. He had n tlepnsil on hoard the Theseus ready for si'rvice, and more were 
pr(‘pariiig, when, by an accident, for which nobody cun account, the whole took fire, 
and exjdoded at sliort intervals.” 

Captain Miller’s character, as drawn by one of his professional hrelhrcn, is the 
best couchision to this Skcteii of liis services: — “I have often had occasion to 
admire tlic dasliing intrepidity of Nelson, and the judicious determined eondnet of 
Troiibridge; but these united characters are so firmly blended in that of my 
excellent friend, Miller, that words fall far below my estimation of his virtues and 
abilities — humanity, benevolence, and the accomplished gentleman, form tlni features 
of liis eoiintenance and eliaraeter in so eminent a degree, tliat no one can see liim 
willioiit admiration.” 

At tlie suggestion of C'lijitain Sir Edward Berry in I HOI, a Monument hy 
Flaxman was ^j-ected to Captain Miller’s memory in St. ibinrs Catliedral by 
his brother Officers ; and Lord Nelson’s feeling letter on the subject, Avritten in 
.January IHOl, will he found under that year. He left a widow and two daughters, 
only one of whom, Miss Miller, in now living. 
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NOTE C, p. 101. 

THU ORDER OF THE BATH. 

Tn 1725, Sir BoLcvt Walpole advised King George ilio First to revive tlio Order 
OF THE Bath; and he thus, to use Horace Walpole’s words, created ‘‘an artful bank 
of thirty-six Bibbands, to supply a fund of favours in lieu of ])laces.” Another job, 
though of an i nforior kind, arose out of that measure, by the appointment of the 
Duke of Montagu as Great Master, and of a Corps of nnnecessary Ctlicers, whic h 
Oflicers were entitlt'd, by the Statutes, to denmnd from each Knight an iinniediate 
payment of .£JJ20 10s. (id. on his nomination, .£7(i Kis. Sd. on his Installation, and 
per annum. 

The annual payments have long been discontinued, and the Crown has ever since 
paid Salaries to the (JHiccjrs instead. As no Great Afaster has beoj) appointed since* 
the death of the Duke of Montagu in 17-1!), the Fee to that Oflicer has ceased ; hut 
all the otlier Fees, ainoinitiug to .£.‘)0O 11s. 2d., arc still demanded of every Knight 
Grand Cross, on liis nomination. To this are to he added .£5,2 10s. for a Grant of 
Supporters, hjit which is “ o])tionul aud if (like Nelson) he had uo b'umily Anns, 
to w'liich to affix the said Supporters, Arms must also be graiilod to liiin — the cost of 
whicdi Grant in Nelsoii’,s time, was £12 12s. (id., but is now' £70. When the Order 
was made the reward of arhud Naval and Military Service's, the* Officers on whom it 
was confcrrc'd, naturally and justly deeJined paying the b’ees, as such a j)ayu)cnt had 
the appearance (d pttybuj for Jltnumra that had hcc'ii fairly and hardly earnc'd. 'fhe 
Crown was therefore ohligc^.d, in snch cases, to take upon itsi'lf to discharge those 
Fees; thereby virtually admitting that the Order is sometiTnes not given for dis- 
tinguished JSt rriccs, creating a broad and invidious distinction helwc'cn the nn'rits 
of the Knights, and lionbfi/ paying its own Servants. 'I’lie amount deiminded of 
Nelson, £12S Is. hd., was paid by the 'I’reasiiry ; and from Isoi) to IH22, no less 
a sum than £'J!)l*‘l was paid by the Public to the Oflieers of the Ordt'r, (besides their 
Salaries,) for the Fees of Naval and Military Officers, or on tin* jiomimition of 
Alemhers of the lloyal Psimily and I'oreigners, as Knights of the Order. 

On the enlargement of the Order of the Bath in IHIA, anotlun’ and still more 
disgraeefnl yob occurred by the demand of £21 IDs. from each Knight Commander, 
for liis Banner and Iffate of Arms to he phicied in Westminster Ahh<“y, for rec.onling 
his Pedigree, and for a Copy of the Buies and Ordiminecs; and £l'» lis. sd. fioni 
each Coinpaiiiou for a Plate of his Name and Style in the Abbey, veeordiiig his 
Services, and for the Buies and Ordinances. As there have been move tlmn DSD 
Knights Commanders, and more than DOO Comjianions. (supposing that 11)0 of 
the one class, and ;K)t) of the other, hut which is cerlninly too large a, proportion, 
W’ere wise enough uot to pay those Fees,) at least .£D00() has been taken from 
Officers, most of wdiom had far more merits than money ; and to this hour no 
Uonner nor Plofc h<ts rrer hrrn plurrd in Wrsf)nin,sftr dlthci/, oml no llnhs 
or Ordinances have ever hern issued, nor errn written ! 

fraud, and the original abuse of Fees, having at last allrnctcd the attention 
of the Goveniinent, Mr. Secretary Stanley brought dowm a ]\rpssagc froiu the Crown 
to the House, of Commons, on the l?tli of .April isffl, amiouneing that “ Flis 
Majesty deemed it proper tlnit mea.sures should be taken for relieving the persons on 
wliom the Order might in future he conferred from the payment of Fees and 
Charges, as aulhorized by the existing Statutes and Begnlations, ami expressing 
His Mtyesty’s coiiadencc that “bis faithful Commons Avill direct tlie inquiry to he 
instituted as to the loss W'hich will be sustained.” On the following day, IMr. Stanley, 

H II 2 
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mtiTery nLlc speecli, alhuletl to n wish that hod been lately expressed by the House, 
that Military Officers should bo relieved from those Fees, which, he said, were “ ot no 
public utility whatever and he proceeded to observe that the sum of jG'lHd was really 
most inconvenient to be paid by many of them ; that it was proposed to reduee the 
Officers of the Order from nine to four, to pay them salaries out of the Civil List, 
and to do away with the Fees altogether; but he added, that for the accomplishment 
of this “ groat public object,” in an equitable manner, it was necessary to give 
<;ompensation to those persons whose Offices were to be abolished. Mr. Stanley 
afterwards observed, “ 1 only wish for inquiry in order to ascertain what Fees may, 
w ithout injustice, be abolished, oiid what persons are entitled to compensation ? If 
any, then to consider whether you will continue the abuse of' making persons pay 
for Honours yrnuted to them ou the ground of merit, or will impose a charge of 
some few hundred pounds upon the Public, and by doing so, get rid of a National 
grievance, and a. National dishonour." The House, ami piU'ticiilarly the Whig 
and Liberal INIcmbers, highly approved of the abolition of the Fees, btit they 
seemed to demur to give compen.salion where none might be justly due — one of 
the .said Fees being, as Mr. Stanley infonned them, £V) to llie King’s hmher ! 
Admirid Sir Edward Oodriiigtoii, G.C.B., said the siihjcct was of very great 
importance to Naval Officers; that he held in his hand the Bill presented to liiin ; 
that he was shocked ou receiving it, to find that ajiy Officer luivhig received such 
an JIoiioiu* from liis Sovc'reign should be culled upon to pay for it; that bo would 
never })aY one fui tliing of the money ; and that the Onbir was lessened in his 
estimation from tlie moment ho received this Bill. ^Ir. O’Gonxkll effiled the 
b’ces “absolute piracy;” and Sin Hoheiit Pkel spoke in siqtport of Mr. Stanley’s 
motion. On the vilst of jApril, tlie following llcsolntion was agreed to by the 
House, “ I'liat tlic Jiords of tlie Treasury be authorized to uiakcf comiiensatiou 
out of the C’oiisoliduted Fund to such Ollicers of the Order of the Batli us may 
be dcjirived of their Salaries and P’ecs;” and a Bill was accordingly ordered to 
be brought in. 

Extraordinary as it must ajipear, ntdhing more was doue ; and though the dis- 
tinguished person who supported the inoliou ou that oeeasion is now I’rime 
Minister, and though the Minister who brought forward the measure, and who tlien 
so emjdiatieally and so jusily described tlio.se Fees as “o: National dtsgratc and a 
National dishottour," again presides over the Department to which tlie Onlm* of the 
Bath belongs, the Juus, ou the appointment of a Knight Oraud Cross, remain in 
piiTcisrlif the sinue stale as in ISgK Even a vacancy in one of the nine Ofiiees, 
which, us the House of Commons were infonned, it Avas intended to abolish, 
lias been lately filled up, (thus perpetuating the chief obstacle to abetter system;) 
and tlie only iniproYcment llmt bas taken iihiee is the very proper and obvious one 
(the merit of wdiich is due to l.ord Stanley ) of discontinuing to demand of the new 
Knights Commanders and Companions a Fee for Banners and Plates whit»li will 
never la* made, and for Bnles and Ordinances which will probably never he written. 
Eight of the nine Ollicers (one, but wdio liud neither salary nor Fees, havings, 
witliout either liis knowledge or ci>nsent, been removed) retiiin their siiiecuics ; and 
the Officers of Her Majesty’s Service, Civil, Naval, and Military, who eminently 
distinguish themsedves by their talents or prowess, are still (umipelled (unless the 
Country pays the absurd demand) to coutrilmto out of their personal resources to 
tlie maintenance of the Porter, Triim 2 »eier, Cook, and Barber of tlie Boyul Honseliold ! 

That the Oilieers of tlie Navy «ud Army, and tJie Public, in.'iy know exactly how 
those Fees, which retlecL “ disgrace" and “ dishonour" on the Nation, arc distributed, 
11 Copy of the Bill sent to Nelson is here giveji; 
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AK ACCOUNT OV FEUS PAID BY VlllTlJK OK THE KlNO’s SION MANUAL FOll 


IIKAK-ADMIHAL HORATIO NEl^SOX. £ S. (i. 

Rocrolaiy of Slate’s Ofticc 1) 7 (i 

Lord Chaml)cilaiu’« Office 20 14. 0 

To llic Seven Officers of Ujc Order, viz. — X n. fl. 

Dean ‘I'l 0 H 

Genealogist 22 0 0 

BsUli King of Arms 22 0 0 

Begistor 22 0 0 

SeorcOiry 22 0 0 

Gentleman- Llslicr 22 0 0 

Messenger IS |:j 1 


Riilli King of Anns, for Hook of Stutules 

Seerolan for Notice of filection 

Seal of die Order to die Book . . . . 


Xlol d d 

. li i:; -I 
0 l:{ 1: 

0 10 (> 


'J’n die Garter, and the OJlicers of Anns for the Patent of Snpportor.s, 
To the King of Anns, and other ()flieers of Anns, for the .Patent ol]^ 
(’onflrnnition and Kxeni]>liHeation of the Arms 
'J'o l.'ees of Iloiionr to tlie King’s llonseliold 
Warrant for disjiensation for wearing the Star . 

'fwo suits of Bibhons 

Soliciting the same, v'ice 


. XJtIt 
dd 


-!2 12 


'.rhe last Item has rtither an awkward appearnnec in a Bill ivlating to floHoiiry 


“ The Fees of JJoJioiir to the Kings Jlonsehold’ appei 
huted : 

LIST OF FEES ON IlECi'.lVIXn KSlliHT 
Lari Marshal of Knglaiid .... 

Garter and Heralds at Arms .... 

.Kyon and I lerahls of Scotland .... 

(reudmien IMiors of the Privy Chamher 

(ientlenien l.-shers Daily NN aiters . . . 

(Jentlemen I 'slier Assistant 

(oMitlenuMi Ushers Quarter AVailcis . . 

(iroonis of llie J’rivy Uhamher 
I'ixoiis to the Yeomen of the Guard 

Knight llarhinger 

Gentlemen and Yeomen Harbingers . . 

Oflicc of Holies 

llenioving Wardrobe 

U a -Tied for want 


> Copied from the origimil Idtl Uejiveieii i 
the possjessioii of Thomas MillcMcni, 
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X i. d. 

Brought forward .... 00 17 0 

Pages of the Bed Chamber 700 

Sergeants at Arms 0 0 0 

Sergeant I’orter 10 0 

Sergeant and Office of Trnmpots 300 

Barber lOO 

Sewers of the Chamber 2 0 0 

Grooms of the Great Chamber 10 0 

Hoiiseliold Oruins 0 13 4 

Pages of tlie Presence 0 10 0 

Surveyor of the Ways 0 10 0 

Yeomen of the Mouth 1 Ifi 0 

Gentlemen of the Buttciy and Cellar 1 12 0 

Surveyor of the Dresser 0 10 0 

Yeomen Ushers 10 0 

Master Cook 10 0^ 

Keepers of the Council Chamber 10 0 

Footmen and Coachmen 2 10 0 

I'orters at Gate 10 0 

Closet Keeper 0 10 0 

Itegistrar of the College of Arms . . - 1 S 2 

I'rineipal Usher of Seoihuid 3 0b 


XOb 8 2 

The Fees on Knighthood are at the present time Xlt>8, but it has not been ascer- 
tained how the additional ten pounds are distributed, no Hill being at present fur- 
nished to the Knight, who merely receives an immediate demand in n\ riling from 
the l.ord Chamberlain’s Office for tbe money, and unless it be ])aid, the Honour is 
not nolitied in the “ Gondon Gazette.” Nor has it been discovered in what manner 
tJu? ditferenee between the Fevx to the Koyal Household for making a Knight of the 
Bath, and those on simple Knighthood, were applied. Probably the Cook and the 
Barber were more highly remunerated by the Knights of the Bath, to whom, in funner 
ages, those important functionaries rendered actual, though ridiculous, services. 


IIF.AIFADMIBAL 8IR WILLIAM PARKER’S T.ETTER AND STATEMENT 
RESPECTING THE BATTLE OF ST. VINCENT. 

[From the “ Naval Chronicle,” vol. xxi. p. 301. Referred to pp. 330, 3-10, 13!), ante.] 

“Blenheim, off Cadiz, September 1, 1707. 

“ Dear Bingham, 

“ 1 have heard some time back, by some of my friends in England, that from a 
statement of the Action of the 14th February, by then Commodore Nelson, I had 
not that credit that proptnly belonged to me. 1 have hod no power to do myself the 
jusiico I might be entitled to, for want of a sight of that Letter, winch 1 did not get 
until the 20th of July. It is of no moment to me to make any obseiwations further 
than concerns myself; I have written to him upon the subject, which, least any of 
my friends may not have considered me in the situation 1 really stood, in the suc- 
cess of that day from that cause also, I here send yon the copy of what I have 
writien, with his answer. 
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“ He was absent from the Fleet at the time I wrote, and when he returned, had lost 
his arm. I had no immediate answer; it was left with the Coinmandev-iii-Chicf, by 
whom he desired it to be delivered to me after he was gone to England, as I was told 
to prevent a rejoinder; but with assurances that no otieiice was meant by him to 
me, and that he never thought it could be understood that both Ships had struck to 
him. 

“ This answer is little to the purpose, though after what he had written it could 
not be much otlierwise. He has got my observations ns far as respects myself; and 
I receive in w'ords, what 1 suppose was thought lie should not commit to paper, for 
I believe he liiwi advice upon the occasion. 1 have no other object or wish than to 
bo considered by my friends in the way 1 am entitled, or any intention of making 
comments upon Admiral Nelson’s Letter, but what concerned my own situation, and 
the Ships he did not mention. 

“ Dear Bingham, 

“ Your friend and well-wisher, 

“ W. 1^VUKEK. 

“ P.S. You may shew this, with its enclosure, to any of my friends wdiom you 
may suppose have read Admiral Nelson’s Letter.” 

“ TO RKAll-ADMIllAL NELSON. 

“ My dear Sir, “ Blenheim, off Uadi/, 2i>th July, IV.)'/. 

“ Jt was not until the ‘ilst of this lust. July, that 1 saw llie Letter in the Sun, 
dated the JiOlh March, w'ith llemarks upon the proceedings of his Majesty’s Ship Ihe 
Cnjitain, in the Action of the Mlh Fehruary, to the whole of which, from a near 
situation, 1 was an eye witness. 

“ 1 very readily udmil that yon have all the credit that belongs to an abb* Ollicer 
and a hrave man ; but in support of myself, the Officers of the l^rince Oeorge and 
Orion (and Blenbeiiti, previous to your acknowledging her) 1 cnniiot but express 
rny surprise at tbc statement contained in >our Letter. 

“ Yon say, ‘ After wearing, that at a quarter past one o’clock yiai w’ere engaged, and 
immediately joined, and most nobly supported by the Culloden, Uajttain 'L’ronbiidge. 
For near an hour, did the Culloden and Captain support this appiuently, though not 
really, unequal oonte.st, when the Blenheim passing betwetoi you and the Jlnemy, gave 
you a respite,’ &.c. 

“ I must here take the opportunity of pointing out to yon, tliat after passing 
through the I'lnemy’s disordered Jane upon the star-board tack — viz., the Culloden, 
Blenheim, Prince George, Orion, and Colossus — the Culloden and Colossus more to 
windward than the other three Ships, which were in an exact line close to each other, 
tacked per signal in succession, and stood after the Enemy upon tlie hirhourd tack 
in the following order — viz., Culloden, Blenheim, Prince George, and Orion — 
Colossus having lost her fore and fore top-sail yards, missed slays, and remained astern ; 
during the progi’css towards the Enemy upon the larboard tack, yon were observed 
to w'car from the rear of our line, and stand towards the I’iUemy also, the Culloden 
by the minutes on board the Prince George, hegaii to engage tirst — viz., twenty mi- 
nutes past one o’cdoek— -and yon fell in a-head of her some lime after, and began to 
engage at half-past one. Soon after you hegaii, the Bltoiheim was advanced upon 
the Cullodeii’s larboard (juarter as fur ahead us she could be, keeping out of her liie, 
and began also ; and not long afterwards the Prince George was tlie same with re- 
spect to the Blenheim, and Orion with respect to the I^rince George. Hie Prince 
George began at thirly-fno miniuos past one, but for some time could not get ad- 
vanced enough to bring her bv iidside to bear without yawing, occasionally; the 



412 


Appendix. 


Ovioii in thn Prince (jcorge’s rear began soon ns slic conld gel snflicieully nd- 
\jinccd; tlievcAlve, so diilerent to yonv statement, very soon after you commenced 
your fire, yon bad lour Sliips pressing on, almost on bomd of each other, close iti 
your n!ar ; but the Ships thus pressing upon each other, and the two latter not far 
enough ahead to fire Avith pro})er effect, besides having none of Ihc Knemy’s Ships 
left in the rear for our succeeding Ships, at thirteen minutes pitst one 1 made the 
signal, No. (iO (fill and stand on), the most ni>plicable as I thought to the occasion, 
which, though occasionally shot away, was re-lioistcd, and kept flying the greater 
part of the Action. 

“ From the time stated that the Prince George began to engage the Enemy upon 
the larboard tack, until Ibe San Josef struck her Colours (say about fh’O or ten ini' 
nnlcs past four), after falling on boai‘dtlic San Nicolas, the fire of the Prince George 
was witliont intcrmis.sion, except a .small space of time, edging under your lee Avhen 
ilividing from the San .Josef, her then antagonist, not being ahlo to pa.ss to windward 
of your Ship, an<l the San Nicohis, then on board each other — viz., your larboard 
how upon her lee quarter — tlie San Josef mizen-mast being gom?, and main-top-mast 
.h('a<l below the rigging sliot away, fell on board the San Nicolas to Avindward, the 
I’riiu'o George in the meantime edging to locAvard of yon and the San Nicolas, and 
advancing sufliciontly aliead of the Captain to lire clem* of her, recommenced her 
five both upon the San Nicolas and San Josef, from receiving shot from the San 
Nicola, s upon pas.^ing ahead of tlic Cn]daiu, then on board oflicr; this continued 
pretty Jiea\ v eight or ten minutes, until the San .Josef struck her Colours ; then, upon 
(•easing to lire, avc aa'cvc haile<l from the Cajdain, saying both Ships had .strmtk. Tim 
Prince George ciideaA’oiinMl to proceed on ahead, IcaA'ing the San .losef, as also llm 
(dher, to ho taketj jafsso.ssion of by yoti, assisted by sucli succeeding Ships, ns the 
Cominaiider-in chief, avIio Imd arrived up, might direct. 

‘•The first Ship (hat came Avitliin my observation, except the five Ships alluded 
to, Avns the Excellent, Avhosc Captain neither requires your testimony or mine in proof 
of his bravery and good conduct ,* he closed Avitli (ho San Isidro at IavcIvo minutes 
past Ihiee, and she .soon struck : he laid all his Sails set, passing on ahead ; the 
Namur some time came up, fired at some Ship in tlie rear, and passed on ahead 
also ; and ahoiil this time the Orion, in my rear, loAvercd her boat doAvn to take ])os- 
s(;ssioii of a tliree-dcckor (the Salvador), Avhieh she had been some (inic opposed to, 
after the Prince George liad passed her; this Avas, 1 think, about tlic lime the 
Prince George Avas edging under your lec, and the Conimandcr-in-chief arriving up. 

“Of this Aciion, my dear Sir, f felt conscious at the time, and feel so now, that 
every exertion Avas n.sed on my part as a Flag Officer, and by the Captain and Officers, 
and Company of the Prince George, in Avhich 1 Avas embarked, to take and destroy 
the Ihiemy, ami believe me, neither they or myself expected to meet an uccoiiiit so 
dift'erenl to the real statement of ihat Action as is observed in yonr Fetter. 1 am 
Avcll aware that pcojde in Action kiioAV but little of oeeurnmees in their rear, yet 
Avheii a latter is Avritten to he exposed to public view, positive assertions should 
ho made Avitli groat oircunispcctioii. 

“ I obsorved nothing but gallantry and good condnot in CA’cry Ship that came 
undor my observation, from first to last, and think myself equally entitled to an ac- 
knoAvledgmont of a proportion of the succosh of that day, Avilh any man present 
at it. 

“ J feel much conecni at the occasion of this Letter, but remain, i^c. 

“ W. rABKEIl. 


‘ I'o Admiral Nelson.'’ 
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ItEAn-ADHIR.Ui KELBOK's ANSWER. 

“ Bear Sir, » August lOUi [Vi 07.] 

“ 1 must acknowledge the receipt of your Letter of the tioth July ; and after de 
daring, that 1 know nothing of the Prince ficorge till she was hailed from the fore- 
ca.stlo of the San Nicolas, it is impossible 1 etui enter into the subject of your 
Letter, &c. 

“ IIoBATio Nelson.” 


“ NAllRATIVE OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF lllS MAJESTY’S FLEET UNDEll THE COM- 
MAND OF ADMIBAL SIR JOHN JERVIS, K.R. AND C0 aMMANDER-1X CHIEF, ETC. 

THE 14t1I of FEBRUARY, 1707. 

“ In the niglit of the l.‘Uh we heard ilic Signal Guns of the Enemy, and at day- 
light the signal to prepare for battle. The morning being pretty liazy, we did not 
get sight of them by our Frigates tintil seven o'clock, and tJien only partially ; at 
thirty-eight minutes past nine, the signal for gcneralcha.se ; at half-past ten a Frigate 
made known, per signal, twenty-five Sail of the Line wore in sight, and soon after, 
eight Sail more ; at a quarter past eleven, the signal for the order of battle, without 
regard to tlie Order prescribed; the Enemy now being open to our view, and in dis- 
ordered line upon the larboard tack, the Kings Fleet upon the starboard ; at forty - 
two minutes past eleven, the signal to cut through the I'nciny’s lane, I being the 
only Flag (Ifliecr in the van; this was eflccted by the Cullodtui, Blenheim, myself in 
the Prince George, Orion, and Colossus, the Ciillodeii passed through, leaving some 
Ships of tlic Enemy lictweon llie Prince George and lierself, tlie otlior four of ns 
were close after each other, which occasioned the Jliiemy’s Sliips left in their roar, 
though the two headmost were tlirce-deckcrs, to tack, and soon after they wore about, 
and made a good deal of sail. At forty-eight minutes past eleven, tlui signal to en- 
gage, wdiieb continued during our passing tliroiigh a number of the Enemy’s Sliips 
upon the contrary tack, in no regular order, close on board of sonic, and others more 
distant ; and until eighteen minutes jmst twelve, when wc tacked, ])cr signal, in whicli 
time the Colossus lof t her fore and fore top-sail yards, and the Miiemy a good deal 
disabled; and at twenty minutes past one o’clock, the signal to cut back tlirougli llic 
Enemy’s Lino and engage them to leeward : when w'c tacked, the two llirce-dcckcrs 
tacked after us, and which the rest of the Jiiieniy's n’ur were about to do ; hut the 
Oominaudcr-in chief, with the Ships of centre and rear, following close, covered ns 
from their attack upon the rear of the Ships with me, and obliged llieni to re-tack, 
engaging that part of the Enemy’s Fleet, and eflecluully divided it; Conirnodfue 
Nelson, in the Captain, being in the rear of our Line upon the starboard tack, 
tacked, and joined the Ships with me in the van. The J inomy’s van, now consisting 
of considerably the larger number of llicir Fleet, in great disorder, avc got up with, 
and began to engage upon the larboard tack ; at half-past one o clock close on board 
of them; at forty- three minnles past one, the signal, per my order, for the Sliip.s 
ahead to fill and stand on, and which I found necessary again to repeat at tliroc 
o’clock; the Commandci -in-chief arriving up in the rear of the Orion, my second 
astern, at a quarter past, repeated it also. This part ol the Action Avas siippoitcd 
until this time by the Chillodeii, Captain, llleiiheim, Prince George, and Orion, during 
which time the Enciny never forincd ; therefore, though avc sometimes had the fire 
of tAvo or three Shi]>s together, yet, from their disordered state, our tire liad great 
ell’cct upon them, for it could not be lost, even if it bad not the full eft’ect TiiK>n the 
Ship AVC happened to be most iiarticiihirly opposed to; they were generally huddled 
together in a very irregular mar ter, and 1 have no doubt but Iht^y did each othei a 
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great deal of iiijnry. By this time, five of them bccimic very much disabled, and at 
twenty-three minutes past three, the Excellent, Captain Collingwood, coming up 
closer with one of them most to windward, and she struck her Colours ; and at holl- 
ptist, the Victory up astern of the Orion, when one of the three-deckers, which we 
had engaged, and left in a rear very much disabled, struck her Colours, 1 believe, to 
the Victory; soon after, from the disabled state of the Cai)tain, fore-top-mast gone, 
she fell on board one of the Ships she had been opposed to ; but whether from the 
exact intention of Commodore Nelson, I am to learn ; however, he boarded licr and 
made her strike ; and a three-decker, booring a Bear-Admiral’s Flag, struck to the lire 
of tlie Prince George, and, from her disabled state, fell on board the siune Spanisli Ship 
Commodore Nelson was on board of, upon the quarter on the other side. The Namur 
by this time came up to windward, and passed between the Prince George, Cullodeii, 
tuid the St. Trinidad, of 1:U) guns, Don Cordevn, the Commander-iii-ehief, w'hich 
Ship was veiy much beaten at that time, and in apparently a sinking state. But the 
support very opportunely given fro her by the two three-deckers, in the early part 
alluded to, just amviiig up, saved her from the necessity of striking, though it had 
been asserted she did strike. The four Sliips that wo in the van had lell in our reiu’ 
that had struck, were taken possession of by our succeeding Ships : at sun -set, the 
.signal to wear and come to tlie wind upon the other tack, and soon after to foi in iji 
order of battle, in close order to cover the Prizes. Too much cannot be said of the 
bravery disidayed in the conduct of the Ships with me, and 1 certainly feel it in- 
cumbent oil me to say, that the Captain, Culloden, and Blenheim, but more par 
licularly the two former, bore more of the brunt of the Action than tlie Prince George 
and Orion, from their being more in the van. 'I'he Commander-in-chief certainly 
displayed great Naval abilities in conducting this Attack, and manag(‘ment throughout, 
and I do not believe the King has a more competent Oflieer, 1 am in the full belief 
that more acts of gallantry and good conduct were displayed than possibly could 
come within my observation. 

“ W. PAnKER. 

“ Mem. — The Prince George expended 107 barrels of powder ; lost ten men killed 
and nine badly wounded, slightly wounded innumerable.” 

British Navy. — Number of their Guns, 1,‘Ml, 

Spanish Navy.— Number of their Guns, 
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ADVERTISEMENT 

SECOND EDITION. 


Since the publication of the First Volume of this Work, the 
Editor has been favoured with many communications, which 
have caused some additional Letters to be inserted in the pre- 
sent Edition. 

Through the influence of a friend, access has been obtained 
to the Papers of the late Dr. McArthur, which arc now in the 
possession of his daughter, Mrs. Conway ; but they contain 
few original documents relating to Lord Nelson, and scarcely 
any of the Manuscripts that were used in Clarke and McArthur’s 
cc Life of Nelson.” If no other Papers of Dr. McArthur are in 
existence, the suggestion in the Preface that his family had 
retained Letters which were lent to him is without foundation ; 
and the Editor, therefore, willingly recalls it. The fact, how- 
ever, remains, that many of the persons who lent original Let- 
ters to Dr. M‘ Arthur, never recovered them. It is therefore 
possible that they may have been lost. 

Though the examination of Dr. McArthur’s Papers was not 
attended with the expected result, some valuable original 
Letters, and Copies of a few others, have thereby been ob- 
tained. The original Letters were addressed to Lord Hood, 
during the Sieges ot Bastia and Calvi, oi to Di. M. Aithui , 
and (together with two Letters from other sources) are in- 
serted ill their proper places in this Volume. 
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The most important document in Mrs. Conway’s possession 
is, the original Manuscript of I^ord Nelson’s autobiographical 

Sketch of his Life,” which is now for the first time printed 
exactly as it w’as written. 

The Editor is much indebted to Lady Bolton, a niece of 
Lord Nelson, for many Letters and Papers of great interest, 
which were obligingly communicated by James Young, Esq., 
of Wells in Norfolk. lie has also to offer his best acknow- 
ledgments to the Dowager Lady de Saumarez, and to Lord 
de Saumarez, for Lord Nelson’s Letters to that distinguished 
ornament of the Naval Service, the late Admiral I^ord de 
Saumarez; to Mrs. Ellis, daughter of Admiral Sir Peter 
Parker, (Nelson’s early patron and friend ;) to Admiral Sir 
Robert Otway, Bart., K.C.B. ; to Colonel Hugh Percy Da- 
vison ; to Captain Sir Andrew Pellet Green, K.C.II. ; to the 
Reverend Henry Girdleston; to Captain Sir George Au- 
gustus Westphal, R.N. ; to Captain Widdrington, R.N. ; to 
Captain Robert Fitz-Gerald Gambier, R.N. ; to Nathaniel 
Young, Esq. ; and to the Reverend Edward Bushby, of St. 
John’s College, Cambridge. 

lie also begs leave to thank Lord Stanley for his permis- 
sion to print Lord Nelson’s I^etters to the Secretary of State 
for War and Colonics, in the years 1803, 1804, and i805, 
which, as stated in the Preface, are now in the Colonial 
Office. 

Advantage has been taken of this Edition to supply some 
particulars of Lord Nelson’s family, as well as of himself; 
to insert additional Notes ; and to correct typographical and 
other errors. 


January 
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TO WILLIAM SUCKLING, ESQ. 

[From tlio “Gentleman’s Magazine,” vol. xcv. poi-t i. p. 190.] 

My dear Uncle, Jauum-y utij, nsL 

There arrives in general a time in a man’s life (who has 
friends), that either they place him in life in a situation that 
makes his application for anything farther totally unnecessary, 
or give him help in a pecuniary way, if they can afford, and 
he deserves it. 

The critical moment of my life is now arrived, that either I 
am to be happy or miserable : — it depends solely on you. 

You may possibly think I am going to ask too much. I 
have led myself up with hopes you will not— till this trying 
moment. There is a lady I have seen, of a good family and 
connexions, but with a small fortune, — 1000/. I understand.* 
The whole of my income docs not exceed 130Z. per annum. 
Now I must come to the point : — will you, if I should marry, 
allow me yearly 100/.^ until my income is increased to that 
sum, either by employment, or any other way ? A very few 
years I hope will turn something up, if ray friends will but 
exert themselves. If you will not give me the above sum, 
will you exert yourself with cither Lord North or Mr. Jenkin- 
son, to get me a Guard-ship, or some employment in a Public 
Office where the attendance of the principal is not necessary, 
and of which they must have such numbers to dispose of. In 
the India Service I understand (if it remains under the Di- 
rectors) their INIarinc force is to be under the command of a 
Captain in the llojml Navy : that is a station I should like. 

You must excuse the freedom with which this letter is 
dictated ; not to have been ])lain and explicit in my distress 
had been cruel to myself. If nothing can be done for me, I 
know what I have to trust to. Life is not worth preserving 
without happiness ; and I care not where I may linger out a 
miserable existence. I am prepared to hear your refusal, and 


* Apparently Miss Anilrows. Vid«^ vol. i- p. 01. 

* Tlio gentleniau who, iiiider the signature “ P.,” i.o., tlie late Willinni Pearce, 
Esq., of tlio Adinimlty, eoiiimuiiieated this letter to the “ Gentleman’s Magazine,” 
states tliat Mr. Suckling ini mediately complied witli tlie request. If so, Nelson 
was probably refused by the fair >bject of liis affections.— See vol. i. p. 00. 
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have fixed my resolution if that should happen ; but in every 
situation, I shall be a well-wisher to you and your family, and 
pray they or you may never know the pangs which at this 
instant tear my heart. God bless you, and assure yourself, I 
am. Your most aflfectionate and dutiful nephew, 

Horatio Nelson. 


TO COMMODORE LINZEE. 

[Antogi’apli, in the possession of the Ilonoiirahle Mrs. Gregoiy, sister of the 
present Viscount Hood. The Agamemnon joined Commodore Linzee at Cagliari, 
on the 24th of October. Vide p. 331.] 

Agamemnon, October 24th, 1793. 

My dear Sir, 

I am sorry to have been so long in joining you, as I feel 
great satisfaction in being put under your orders. What has 
contributed to delay me a little, was four French Frigates and 
a Brig crossing me. A few shot was exchanged with one of 
them, who I left in a sinking state. We having lost the use 
of our main topmast, could not haul the wind to them, and 
they seemed to have got enough : therefore would not eome 
down to me. Believe me yours most faithfully. 

Horatio Nelson. 

Sailmakers would be of great service to us for a day, and 
some (Carpenters with their tools : 24 hours will fit us for 
service. 

Ten days past we boarded a Ship from Smyrna, but I think 
we ought not to be put into quarantine. 


TO VICE-ADMIRAL LORD HOOD. 

[Autograpli, iii the possession of Mrs. Conway.] 

Agamemnon, at anclior, ofllTorto Novo, February 8th, 1704. 

My liord. 

Yesterday at this place, they hoisted National colours as 
I passed, as also the Vessels in the harbour. I went to 
I’Avasina, but there is no Ship there, (Japtain Frcemantle 
tells me, a Ship under Ragusa colours is in Bastia. This 
morning being very fine, I anchored here, and sent on shore 
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a message to say I was come to deliver them from the Re- 
publicans, and wished to be received as friends, but that if a 
musket was fired, I would burn the Town. The answer^ is 
literally as translated, viz., 

^ We arc Republicans ; that is sufficient. It is not at 
Maginaggio you ought to address yourself. Go to St. Fiorenzo, 
Bastia, or Calvi : — they will give you an answer such as 
you desire. The soldiers which I command arc true soldiers 
of France. The Commander of the Military of (^ape (>orse.’' 

From this answer, I landed, and struck the National colours 
with my own hand, and ordered the Tree of Liberty to be cut 
down. The Commander retiring to a hill, with National 
colours, and his troops. We destroyed about five hundred 
tuns of wine ready to be shipped, and ten sail of Vessels. 

Just as we were coming • . \_The Remainder is lostl 


TO ADMIRAL LORD HOOD. 

[Autograph, in the possession of Mrs, Conway.] 

Agamemnon, February 170-1, between Cnpc Corse and Bastia. 

My Lord, 

I was honoured by your letter of the 19th, yesterday morn- 
ing, by the Cutter, and beg leave most sincerely to con- 
gratulate your Lordship on the taking Fiorenzo.'' We saw 
plainly, when evening set in on the 19th, the fire at Fiorenzo, 

* The original Letter of the ITeiich Commaudaut is in the Nelson Papers ; 

“Nous Homines Rcpubticaiiis. Ce mot seul doit siillire. Ce nest point an 
Maginaggio, lieu sans deflfence, a i]ui il fant vous tulrcsser. Allez a St. Fiurent, 
Bastia, on Calvi, ct Ton vous rejiondra, solon vos desirs. Pour la troiippcs que je 
eommandc elle est prete a vous montrer quelle ost eomposo de Soldats Franeais. 

“ Lc ComniainP. Militairc du 
“ Capo Corse.” 

« St. Fiorenzo was taken on the i7ih of Fcbnuiry; and the French liaving 
retreated to Bastia, Lord Hood proposed to Lieutenant-General Diindas (afterwjuds 
General Sir David Diindas, K.B.,) the Commander of the Forces, to reduce it. 
General Dundas, however, considering the plan impracticable, li lused his co-opera- 
tion without a reinforcement of men from Gibraltw. I.ord Hood determined 
to take Bastia with the Naval force only, and gave the command of the Seamen 
employed in the batteries to Nei -on. Clarke and M‘Arthnr have printed the 

VOL, II. I I 
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and had no doubts but it was the Frigates on fire. We were 
close to Bastia. On receiving your letter, I bore away for the 
Cape, and at 4 p.m. joined Romulus. Captain Sutton had 
landed the arms, &c., before I got to him at the place he was 
ordered. I hope my letter sent by the Tartar, and, by 
Captain Fremantle put on board the Terpsichore, will convey 
to your Lordship the information you wanted about Bastia. 
I am now going to take another look at the place, when I 
shall send this letter. To the northward of the Town, at three 
miles distance, troops may be safely landed ; and a good road 
for marching all the way to Bastia, but not for heavy artillery ; 
but probably landing-places may be found to the northward 
of Bastia, much nearer than three miles. I see the little 
Camp with two guns, en harbettcy is intended to prevent land- 
ing to the southward, as I dare say the shot will reach to 
the opening of the Lagoon : but then troops may land under 
cover of Gun-boats and other small Vessels, although Ships 
cannot get in. But every defence of Bastia is plainly to be 
seen from the sea, and in my opinion will soon fall. Yesterday 
morning, a? very large Swedish ship from the Levant, loaded 
with corn, was within two miles of Bastia. I believe he in- 
tended for that Port ; but if [he] had not, the boats would 
have carried her in, but we were between her and the Town. 
We could not get to his papers, except the common ones, as 
he is in quarantine. Nothing shall get in, you may be as-, 
sured. 

following remarkable Extract from Lord Hood’s Letter to General Dundas respecting 
the operations against Bastia, dated Victory in Martcllo Bay, Cth March 1794: “ I 
am honoured with your Letter of yesterday’s date, in which you are pleased to say, 
‘after mature consideration, and a personal inspection for several days of all 
circumstances, local as well as others, I consider the Siege of Bastia, with our 
present means and force, to be a most visionary and rash attempt, such as no 
Officer could be justified in undertaking,’ Tn answer to which, 1 must take the 
liberty to observe, that however visionary and rash nn attempt to reduce Bastia 
may be in your opinion, to me it appears vei 7 much the reverse, and to be 
perfectly a right measure ; and I beg here to repeat my answer to you, upon your 
saying, tw’o days ago, that I should be of a different opinion to what 1 had 
expressed were the responsibility upon my shoulders, ‘that nothing would be 
more gi’atifying to my feelings, than to have the whole responsibility upon me ;’ 
and I am now ready and willing to undertake the reduction of Bastia at my own 
risk, with the force and means at present here, being strongly impressed with the 
necessity of it.” 
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Saturday evening. I have just had a boat off from Erba- 
longa : they say that our landing at I’Avasina, and inarching 
so near Bastia, has been of the greatest service to them, as 
the Enemy intended that night coming with Gun-boats and 
troops, and burning all the revolted villages. All the Corsi- 
cans, to the very walls of Bastia, have now declared for us, 
and they tell me not much less than 1000 are now under the 
outworks of Bastia; indeed, we have seen the firing of musketry 
the whole evening. 

Sunday noon. It is only just now I have been able to 
examine Bastia more closely. 1 find the Enemy every hour 
are strengthening their works. The two guns mounted en 
harhette are now making a half-moon battery. I passed close 
with Romulus and Tartar,^ the Enemy opened their fire from 
the battery. We directly dislodged them, and they to a man 
quitted the works. The Town opened on us with shot and 
shells, but without doing us any damage of consequence : our 
guns were so exceedingly well pointed, that not one shot was 
fired in vain ; a parcel of powder for one battery blew up, and 
did apparently considerable damage. Indeed, any Lord, I 
wish the troops were here : I am sure, in its present state it 
will soon fall, I don’t think the Corsicans have the strong 
post General Paoli mentions, or, I think I must have known 
it. They tell me the garrison of Fiorenzo is got into Bastia. 

I am, &c., 

Horatio Nelson, 

'J’O THE RIGHT HONOURABLE ADMIRAL LORD HOOD. 

[Autogi’apli, in tlie possesbioii of Mrs. Coinvay.] 

Againpiiinou. Juno 7 tin 1794. 

My Lord, 

I have cleared our between decks of all our Ordnance 
stores, and sent them to the Dolphin, I have not touched 
those in our hold, which, unless your Lordship chooses we 
should be entirely cleared of, all the stores will, I think, be no 

» Romulus, 30, Captain John Sutton, alierwanls Vice-Adniirtil Sir John Sutton, 
K.C.B. The Tartar, was coiniiiaiulod hy Captain, afterwards Vicc-AdrainU Sir 
Thomas Francis Fremantle, Bart,. G.C.B., (LC.M.C. 

I 1 2 
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great inconvenience for a short cruize. We are unmoored 
and short on our other anchor: will send for the Troops 
directly. 

I am with great respect. 

Your Lordship’s most faithful servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 

I have wrote Captain Inglefield to request some of the 
Transports’ boats may take some wads and platforms from 
us. 


TO ADMIRAL LORD HOOD. 

[Antograplj, in the posKossion of Mrs. Conwftv.] 

Againenmon, near Calvi, lOlh June, 170-1. 

My dear Lord, 

Believing that what I should do would be of service to 
our Country, and of course meet with your Lordship’s ap- 
probation, I have the honour to acquaint you that on my 
arrival in MortcIIa Bay, on the 15th instant. General Stuart 
was anxious to proceed on our expedition against Calvi, in 
which I own I most heartily concurred with him, believing 
ourselves safe under your Lordship’s wing. I sailed on the 
16th, in the evening, from Mortella Bay, and anchored here 
on tlic 17th at night. Yesterday was taken up in looking at 
the Enemy, and this morning at daylight, the troops 1450 
were landed, together with seventy volunteers from the Trans- 
ports, thirty men which I took out of the Inflexible, and one 
hundred Seamen from the Agamemnon. I was obliged to use 
every effort to forward the service. The General, after looking 
at Calvi, wished to have some additional force ; therefore I 
sent the Fox to Fiorenzo, with orders to Captain Wallis” to 
proceed to Bastia, for such troops as General Stuart wished 
to have. As the Gorgon had not men enough left her by 
your Lordship to take care of her, I was obliged to solicit 
volunteers from the Transports to bring her round with 

* Coptuia Janies Wallis, who served with Nelson as First Lieutenant of the 
Boreas, lie then couimiiudetl the Gorgon, iitore Sliip. 
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me, and therefore was under the necessity of desiring 
Inflexible to lend twenty men to assist in navigating thd 
Ship. The Fox is to bring 150 of the Iloyal Louis. If 
the Victory docs not join us before the Lutinc is cleared, I 
must send her for guns from the Commerce de Marseilles,'’ 
which are much wanted. Captain Cooke, who I found at Fio- 
renzo, with a zeal which will ever do him credit, wished to 
accompany me on the present Expedition. I not only 4iavc 
the greatest pleasure in having him with me, but his assistance 
to me has been very great : and as he is anxious to remain, 
I hope he will be allowed by your Lordship to stay with me 
till the Siege is over. I have much to say, but wish not to 
keep the Scout. 

Believe me, with highest respect, 

Your Lordship’s most faithful, 

Horatio Nelson. 

General Stuart requests me to say that nothing particular 
has happened since our landing, and that he is really so busy 
that he cannot And time to write to your Lordship; but begs 
to refer you to me for particulars, which I have given in my 
letter. 


TO AD.MIRAL LORD HOOD. 

[Aiilogranli, iu the possession of iMrs. Coinvay.] 

Camp, June 2Ist, KiOt. 

My Lord, 

I did myself the honour of writing your Lordship by the 
Scout, Avho was in search of yoii here, to acquaint you of our 
situation. You will know from my letters to Captain Tyler’ 
and Captain Wallis, of what I thought it right to order, in 
consequence of General Stuart’s finding this place much 
stronger than he expected. As the General wall write to tell 

** The Commerce de Marseilles, of guns, ^Yas one of the Ships brought from 
Toulon by Lord Hood, in December TJUJ. 

* Captain Tylor, of the Meleager of lU gnus. 'I'his gnll.int Olheer, who was 
severely wounded in command of iIjo Toniiaiii, at llic 13utlle of Trafalgar, died Ad- 
miral Sir Charles Tyler, G.C.B., ia September, lb35. 
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you his wants and wishes, it is only necessary for me to say, 
that had not the weather been so bad as to preclude all inter- 
course with Ships for the last twenty-four hours, and still 
continues very bad, the Lutinc would have been cleared of 
her stores and sent to Fiorenzo to request ten more guns 
from the Commerce do Marseilles, the general intending to 
have seventeen guns of the French against the Enemy, and 
three or four of my 24-pounders to fire shells from. Our 
landing place is very bad ; the rocks break in this weather 
so far from the shore, and the mountain we have to drag the 
guns up so long and so steep, that the whole of yesterday we 
were only able to get one gun up, and then we have one 
mile and a half at least to drag them. I hope before long we 
shall be able to land some to the eastward of Cape Revellata ; 
but it being within half gun-shot of the Enemy, it cannot at 
present be done. General Stuart wishes much for the lor- 
tunee Gun-boat to lay in this Bay, to the eastward of Revellata, 
to prevent the Enemy’s Gun-boat from coming in there to 
annoy our intended Battery, and proposes to place a heavy 
gun as a defence for her. She can lay with another small 
Vessel under a high point of land between her and the 
Enemy. I wrote to Lieutenant Fennell to try and get some 
volunteers, and to bring the Gun-boat to me. Your Lordship** 
so well knows our want of seamen here, that I am sure I need 
not mention it : we shall have more than forty pieces of 
ordnance to drag over these mountains : my numbers are two 
hundred, barely sufficient to move a twenty-four pounder. 
The two Vessels laden with powder at Fiorenzo, the General 

* On the t>lst of June, Lord Hood wrote officially to Captain Nelson from the 
Victory in iMortclla Bay ; — 

“ Sir, — I am wailini^ witli great inii)atic*nce to hear from yon, not knowing what 
Stores you took kvith yon, and what more may be wanted. Tlie additional troops 
General Stuart ordered from Bastia emboi-ked this morning, and 1 expect to see the 
Ariadne and Transports to-morrow, when I shall join and proceed with him. In 
addition to the n -n from this Sliip already on the expedition, I have scut fifty more 
under the comm nd of Captain Hallowell, who is accompanied by Captain Serocold, 
both \cry able, willing, and zealous Officers, from whom you will have much 
assistance, and they arc directed to follow your orders, wdiicdi I am confident they 
will both do with great alacrity, and that all will go on with equal cordiality and 
good humour i\' at Bastia. I am, Sir, with great regard, kc., Hood. P.S. I 
tremble for what may have happened from last night’s wind.” — From a Copj 
certified by Nelson, in the Hood Papers. 
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will write you, I take for granted, about. lie says he shall 
want the powder they have on board. Had not the weather 
been bad, I am sure one battery against Monachesco would 
have opened to-morrow morning. Twenty-four hours, I think, 
will put us in possession of it. We seem here determined 
to act with vigour, and it is the only thing to get us on. 
The Enemy arc hard at work making batteries. I wrote 
your Lordship that Captain Cooke is with me, who with 
great zeal and activity could not think of laying idle at 
Fiorcnzo, therefore offered his services to me, which I cheer- 
fully accepted. If it is not contrary to yOur Lordship’s plan 
for him, I believe he wishes much to stay with me. He begs 
I will present his respects ; and believe me your Lordship’s 
most faithful servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 

The Dolphin is in the greatest distress for men — not having 
enough to weigh an anchor, so Captain May tells me. The 
Lutine shall sail the moment she is cleared of her stores. 

Many of the Transports have been obliged to leave this 
anchorage, from the badness of the anchoring ground, none 
of which arc now in sight. 


TO ADMIRAL LORD HOOD. 

[Autograpli, in possession t)l' Mrs. Coinvay. j 

(';imp, .lime ’-.’Oril, ]7!)L 

My Lord, 

The Agamemnon who put to sea in the evening ol the 
21st, is, I hope, at Fiorcnzo, and hope very soon to see her 
again with the Store-ships, who put to sea the day before. 
Not one Ship is returned to us. The General this morning 
sent Captain Stephens,^ of the Artillery, to ask me, as more 
French twenty-pound shot could not be got, to give him my 
opinion what other guns could best be spared, and shot for 
them, to make up the original demand, all of which, I am told, 


• Captain Edward Stoplipns of the Artillery, was the Senior Officer of that Corps 
at tlie Siege : he became a Lieuteiiaiit-Coloiicl in Jaiiunry J7l)i, and a Lieiiteuant- 
Genernl in Juno, ISIO. 
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will certainly be wanted. I endeavoured to fix on those 
sizes which I thought most likely to be obtained ; and as the 
General wishes to write your Lordship, I send the Fox Cutter. 
The Lutine, if the weather moderates, will be cleared to- 
morrow, when I shall immediately send her to your Lordship 
at Fiorenzo, for these guns, &c. No more guns have been 
able to be landed, the swell has been so great : therefore the 
battery against Manachesco cannot be opened till another 
battery of four twenty-four pounders is erected to draw off the 
Enemy’s fire. Twelve guns are judged necessary for the first 
parallel. If wc cannot get on faster, we shall be a long while 
in getting possession, if the Enemy make an obstinate resist- 
ance. The Vessels with the powder having gone to sea, I 
have been obliged to order the Dolphinc and Lutine to land 
powder, and Wolselcy * having twenty-four barrels of prize 
powder, that is bought of him. 

I am, with highest respect. 

Your Lordship, your most faithful servant, 

Hokatio Nelson. 

Captain Cooke desires to present his respectful coinpli- 
nients. 


JO THE HON. LIEUTENANT-GENERAL STUART, 
[Autograpli, iu the possession of Mrs. Conway.] 

.luiic ]?,)J. 

Two thirty-six pounders from Commerce de Marseilles 
and 3000 shot. 

Two twenty-four pounders from Agamemnon, and 2000 
shot. 

N.B. — The Agamemnon has not 900 shot of this calibre. 

Four eighteen-pounders French, and 6000 shot, supposed 
from Pearl and Fiorenzo. 

Three twelve pounders French, and 4500 shot. 

Two twenty-four pounders from Agamemnon for shells. 


* Captain of Hie Lowestofle, vide p. i.jDt), ante. 
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These wanted, exclusive of the five guns and ten-inch how- 
itzer on board the Victory. 

I think these guns are more likely, with the shot, to be got 
than any others. 

Horatio Nelson. 

TO ADMIRAL LORD HOOD. 

[Autogi’iipli, in the possession of Mrs. Conway.] 

Camp, June 25tb, 171)4. 

My Lord, 

I am sorry your Lordship has not received my letters as I 
have wrote three since my landing. We go on well ; and 
although we have, in appearance, a great deal of hard work 
to get through, yet I have no doubt but it will be accomplished 
in a proper manner. 

The seamen arc in want of tents, except the Agamemnon’s 
ten, all the others (Victory’s, who came yesterday, excepted) 
are lodged in sail tents, which are wanted for the Artillery 
Stores, (Jonimissarics, and Hospitals. There being no houses 
near us, makes the application to the Navy very frequent and 
urgent. If those Ships who have tents can send us thirty, we 
want them. I have landed the Purser of the Agamemnon 
to issue provisions for the seamen. I have also to rec^ucst 
that 300 pair of shoes may be ordered directly. I had not 
shoes more than sufficient for the Transport’s people, and mine 
are barefooted. 

I can assure your liordship that I believe all will go on 
here with harmony and spirit. The General has an opinion 
of his own which is not to be drawn from its proper object 
by the talking of any people, and he keeps his opinion and 
intentions to himself; therefore prevents any opinions being 
given. 

Captain Cooke goes in the LiUiiie to join your Lordship. 
His merits your Lordship is fully acquainted with, and I have 
only to say that they are certainly not lessened by his services 
under me. I send a Return of seamen, I am, with highest 
respect. Your Lordship’s most faithful servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 
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Since writing, Lieutenant Fennell is just arrived in the 
Fortunee Gun-boat. No account of stores or troops being 
given me, it was impossible I could give your Lordship any 
account, or of what stores when wished, to be followed, I 
shall never omit writing your Lordship every occurrence. 

The Tisiphonc is just arrived. I have desired Captain 
Elphinstonc to join Wolseley. Many thanks for the news- 
papers. 


TO ADMIRAL LORD HOOD. 

[Autogvapli, ill tlie possession of Mrs. Conway.] 

Camp, June OOtli, 170-1. 

My Lord, 

The General has thought, as wc all did, of the necessity of 
landing two 12-pounders on the point near Revellata. A 
battery is made there, and I have put a Midshipman and 
twelve men to fight it. The General tells me he cannot 
afford men to encamp there for its defence. The 36-pounders, 
so soon as the Dolphin is cleared of shot and shells, I shall 
take out of the Gun-boat and put on board her. They are 
not to [be] landed at present, nor do I think they ever will. 
Two 26-pounders arc to be landed from Lutinc this morning, 
and the day after to-morrow our battery is to open against 
Monachesco ; for it is found we cannot carry on our batteries 
against the Mozellc till that post is damaged. To our battery 
against Mozellc from the landing place is three miles. Wolseley, 
as soon as he has completed getting up the 12-pounders, tells 
me he shall go on board the Victory and acquaint your Lord- 
ship of his proceedings. 

I am with highest respect. 

Your Lordship’s most obedient Servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 

We want provision for the seamen on shore, particularly 
meat : our consumption of that article is very great. What 
Vessel would your Lordship wish me to find for it ? if 
only to Fiorenzo, the Fox Cutter would very soon get it 
for us. 
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TO ADMIRAL LORD HOOD. 

[Autograph, in the possession of Mrs. Conway.] 

Battery, July Olsr, 1704. 

My dear Lord, 

I own I rejoiced wlicn our fire opened against the Enemy, 
being thoroughly convinced, all we have to guard against is 
unnecessary delay : the climate is the only Enemy we have 
to fear ; that we can never conquer. The garrison knew it, 
and wished to make use of their knowledge. Our fire has had 
all the effect which could be hoped for. Except one general 
discharge, and a gun now and then still at us, we have had no 
opposition. Every creature (very few excepted) of the Troops 
are in the lower Town, which wc are to respect, it being full 
of black Flags.® Far be it from me to cast a reflection on the 
General’s humanity — I admire it ; but there are times, and I 
think the present is one, when it would be more charitable to 
our Troops to make the Enemy suffer more, than for our brave 
fellows to die every hour, four or five of a day. Why might 
not the General send notice, that they must remove from the 
lower Town all their sick to the upper Town, for that it might 
be a necessary measure to destroy it? In that case, they 
would be so crowded, the casements being filled with sick, 
that a few hours must make them submit to any terms. We 
cannot fire at the small craft which lay under the walls, for the 
lower Town, and these Vessels I dare say are filled with 
people or Troops. 

The General is very unwell, not able to remain here last 
night ; I have not heard of him this morning. This is my 
ague day, but I hope this active scene wdll keep off the fit. 
It has shook me a good deal ; but I have been used to them, 
and don’t mind them much. Lieutenant Byron,® heir to the 
title of Lord Byron, with an Ensign of the 51st, were killed 
yesterday afternoon, and one Officer wounded. I hope our 


* Iinlicating the Hospitals. 

® Lieutenant William Byron, of the Royal Irish Regiment, only son of the 
Honourable William Byron, (who Jied in 1770,) son of William, hfh Lord Byron, 
was on his decease, heir apparent of his graiidfuthcr to the Peerage. The other 
Officer who fell was Ensign Boggis. 
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Naples friend, Pierson,^ will get a Commission : he is a very 
good young man. The Dolphin’s men are on board; and 
both her and the Agamemnon I ordered to be ready to weigh 
against they should receive your Lordship’s directions, llallo- 
well is very well, and joins in best respects with your most 
faithful, 

IIonATio Nelson. 

One Seaman slightly wounded. 


TO ADMIRAL LOUD HOOD. 


[Autograph, in the possession of Mrs. Conway, j 


Camp, August tJnd, l/'J-l. 

My dear Lord, 

I am just come from the General : asking him if he had 
any letter or message to send to your Lordship, as I was 
going to send the Cutter, his answer was, Nothing. I there- 
fore conclude you know of this Truce, and how it will end ; 
probably till the time you granted them for receiving suc- 
cours ; if so, five days arc elapsed. The Officers who came 
out were very inquisitive about the terms which were granted 
Bastia — whether they were not allowed to carry their Arms 
to the water-side. If there is no chance of firing, the keep- 
ing our seamen on the Batteries in the heat of the day is 
cruel. Sixteen fell ill yesterday, absolutely from the heat. I 
hope the Cutter has brought good news. Believe me your 
most faithful. 


Horatio Nelson. 


The General is quite recovered. 

I would not wish anything to be said to the General about 
our seamen. Hallowell and myself are always on the batteries 
with them, and our Jacks don’t mind it. 


' He is tVe<iueutJy menlioiied in subseiiuent Letters. 
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TO ADMIRAL LORD HOOD. 

[Autogi-apb, in the possession of Mrs. Conway.] 

Agamemnon, Genoa Mole, September 1794. 

Mr. Drake is not yet arrived, nor have we any account of 
his movements since the Letter he wrote the Consul, saying 
he expected to be here on the 20th. On Sunday evening I 
waited on the Doge, and, as Mr. Drake was not arrived, I 
found it absolutely necessary to say something civil, which 
I did in the following words : ‘ That I was come to pay 

my respects to his Serenity, and to assure him, that both by 
duty and inclination I should pay the strictest attention to 
the neutrality of Genoa ; and should be happy in doing 
everything in my power to cement the liarmony which sub- 
sisted between the two Nations.’ The Doge was much 
pleased, and very civil ; saying, ‘ That he thanked me for my 
expressions of friendship, and begged to assure me, that it 
should be reciprocal on his part ; and that from so pleasing a 
beginning of our renewal of friendship, he had no doubt of its 
being lasting ; that he was always happy to sec English 
Mcn-of-War in Genoa ; and whatever 1 found a difficulty in 
getting, by making it known to him, he would be happy in 
removing it ; and that the gates were always at my disposal.’ 
I was received in some State, the Doge advancing to the 
middle of the room to rccei'C^c me, and I had the honors 
of a Senato. On my departure from the Palace, the orders 
of the Doge had preceded me to the gates, where the Cap- 
tain of the Guard told me he had the decree for the gates at 
whatever time I pleased. I hope your I.ordship will think 1 
did right in expressing myself in the manner 1 did. I can tell 
your Lordship for your private ear, that never man was so 
unpopular as Mr. Drake in Genoa — the Nobles, Middle class 
and Lowest, equally hate him. Even the boat people speak 
of him as being so unlike any other Englishman. Yesterday 
evening I had an application from the Master of an English 
brig, taken by the French privateers under the guns of a 
Genoese fort, in March last, and kept with his people in one 
of the Lazzarettos, till the Genoese Courts determine whether 
she was taken within the limits of their Coasts. The Master 
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and crew wish my application for them to be liberated in the 
first instance, and secondly, that an immediate examination of 
the case may take place, as they are sure, they say, of proving 
that the Vessel was taken under the guns of the Genoese fort. 
I told the Merchants that this was more a business for Mr. 
Drake than myself, but that if Mr. Drake did not soon arrive, 
I would apply for the Master and crew to be liberated. The 
Consul, from late circumstances, has no weight. I shall ac- 
quaint Mr. D. of the circumstance so soon as he arrives. 


TO JOHN M*ARTHUR, ESQ. 

[Autograph, iii the possession of Mrs. Conway.] 

Agamemnon, Leghorn, November 28th, 1701. 

My dear Sir, 

I dare say you inquired at Gibraltar about the expense of 
the Corn vessel, and have directed Littledale and Broderip 
to pay the amount, although the letter is not yet arrived. 
This letter is on the subject of our Bastia and Calvi Prize- 
money. 

What I have got at present is nothing : what I have lost is, 
an eye, 300/., and my health, with the satisfaction of my 
Ship's company being completely ruined : so much for debtor 
and creditor. It is absolutely necessary you should know 
how the Prize-money is to be distributed. It may be ne- 
cessary, and I think must be finally determined by the King 
in Council. Shall those who were present at the commence- 
ment, those who only came time enough to see the Enemy’s 
flags struck, share equal to us who bore the burden of the 
day ? It must be considered as very different to sharing 
Prize-money at sea. There the object, if resistance was made, 
could be assisted : with us it was quite different. Far be it 
from me to be illiberal. Those Ships who rode guard the 
whole time, as Victory, Princess Royal, and Fortitude, and 
Agamemnon, are the only Ships who remained the whole 
Siege ; Gorgon, great part ; L’Imperieuse, certain ; and Fox 
Cutter, How the others are to be discriminated, I cannot 
say. 


Reed. on. 
B. R. No 

G. R. No. 
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1 think you ought to get the opinion of two good Counsel, 
and from their opinion you may form some judgment what may 
be necessary to be done. Colonel Villettes^and myself have 
talked the matter over, and think, as \ve were joined together 
in the same service, that we should be considered as different 
from the others. Then Brereton and the Captains who block- 
aded the Port, and served on shore — under what head those 
[Ships] who accidentally assisted for one moment and were 
gone the next, is not for me to determine. If it is thought 
right these points ought, and I must desire may be, inquired 
into. I know no reason why every one that pleases is to share 
with us. It may be necessary to speak to Lord Hood on the 
subject, who, I am sure, will recommend what is just, and 
that I would have you pursue. Believe me. 

Your very obedient humble Servant, 

Horatio Nelson. 


END OP VOL. II. 


T. C. Savill, Printer, 107, St. Mart) 
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